Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


4ot 


fe»-o 


/2I5I2- 


306766267/ 


TRAVELS 


IN 


AFRICA,    Sfc. 


! 


^ 


"<5 


i 


TRAVELS 


IN 


AFRICA^ 

EGYPT,     AND    SYRIA, 


FROM   THE   TEAR    1792   TO    1 798. 


By  W,  G.  BROWNE. 


LONDON.- 

VEIMTBD  FOR  T.   CADELL  JUNIOR  AND  W.   DATIES,    STRAND  {    AND 
T.  N.   LONGMAN  AND  O.  REE8>  PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

1799. 


mm 


PR  E  F  A  C  E. 


TF  the  defire  of  literary  fame  were  the  chief  mo- 
•*■ .  tive  for  fuhmitting  to  public  notice  the  following 
fheets,  the  writer  is  not  fo  far  blinded  by  felf-love, 
as  hot  to  be  cohfcious  of  having  failed  of  his  objeA. 
The  fimple  narrative  of  a  journey  is  perhaps  as.  little 
a  proper  fource  of  reputation  for  elegance  of  com- 
pofition,  as  a  journey  of  the  kind  defcribed  is  in. 
itielf  of  the  pleafures  of  fenfe.  But  the  prefent, 
from  various  circumftances,  comprehends  To  fmall  a 
portion  of  what  might  be  expected  from  the  obferv- 
ations  of  feveral  years,  that  he  has  been  often  dif- 
pofed  to  give  it  a  different  title. 

The  retrofpedl  on  the  events  of  his  life  which  are 
briefly  mentioned  in  the  enfuing  pages,  offers  him  a 

a  mixed 
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mixed  feniation.  The  hopes  with  which  he  under- 
took the  voyage,  even  without  being  very  (anguine, 
contrafted  with  the  difappointment  with  which  he 
now  'fits  down  to  relate  its  occurrences,  allow  him 
little  fatisfadion  from  what  has  been  executed.  He 
feels,  however,  fome  confidence  of  not  experiencing 
ievere  cenfiire  when  his  defign  (hall  be  underftood. 
The  work  is  not  offered  as  elaborate  or  perfed:.  The 
account  of  Dar-FAr  fills  up  a  vacancy  in  the  geo- 
graphy, of  Africa ;  and  of  a  country  Co  little  known, 
the  information  obtained  fhould  not  be  eftimated  by 
its  quantity,  but  by  its  authenticity.  Sitting  in  a 
chamber  in  Kahira  or  Tripoli,  it  is  eafy  to  give  a 
plaufible  account  of  Northern  Africa,  from  Sennaar 
and  Gondar  to  Tombu<5too  and  Fez.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  even  to  fandion  it  by  the  authority  of 
the  Jelabs.  Thefe  people  are  never  at  a  lofs  what- 
ever queftion  is  aiked  them,  and  if  they  know  not 
the  name  of  the  place  inquired  for,  they  recolle<% 

fome  other  place  of  a  name  a  little  refembling  it  in 
(bund,  and  defcribe  what  they  never  heard  of  by 
what  they  know.  With  regard  to  manners  they 
are  as  little  to  be  relied  on.     Afk  but  a  leading 

queflion. 
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queftion,  and  all  the  miracles  of  antiquity,  of  dog- 
headed  nations,  and  men  with  tails,  will  .be  de- 
fcribed,  with  their  iituation,  habits,  and  paftimes. 

But  their  de£:riptions,  when  ^ven  without  the 
fncdlefl:  appearance  of  interefted  views,  if  verified 
on  the  fpot,  are  conftantly  found  'defective  or 
erroneous. 

The  writer  is  aware,  that  when  the  length  of  the 
time  he  palled  in  Dar-Fiir  is  confidered,  the  f^rt 
account  here  given  will  appear,  to  perfbns  accuf* 
tomed  to  the  bufy  fcoies  of  Europe,  but  veiy  im- 
perfedly  to  fill  up  the  void.  Ck>nfiding,  however, 
that  thole  of  more  refiedion  and  experience  in  tra^ 
veiling,  will  be  better  plealed  with  a  fhort  and  clear 
narrative  of  what  really  happened,  than  hy  frivolous 
anecdotes  or  remarks,  inierted  merely  to  fwell  the 
fize  of  the  volume,  he  has  contented  himfelf  with 
extracting  from  his  journal  the  principal  occurrences 
during  his  refidence  there,  and  giving  them  the  con- 
nedion  required ;  at  the  lame  time  omitting  nothing 
that  could  any  way  contribute  to  throw  light  on 

a  2  the 
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the  Aate  of  the  country,  or  charader  of  the  inha- 
bitants.   . 


A  more  creative  imagination  would  have  drawn 
more  animated  pidures ;  a  mind  more  difpofed  to 
obfervation.  would  have  colledted  more  fads  and  inV 
cidents;  and  a  more  vigorous .  intelled:  would  have 
converted  thoie  (sl&s  and  incidents  into  materials  of 
more  interefting  and  more  ftriking  inveftigation. 
The  defcriptions  would  have  been  more  imprefHve, 
fmd  the  deductions  more  profound. 

.  The  prefent  work  has  the  merit  of  being  com- 
pofed  from  obfervations  inade  in  the  places  and  on 
the  fubjeds  defcribed.  But  the  praife  of  fidelity, 
the  only  one  to  which  the  writer  lays  claim,  cannot 
be  received  till  another  {hall  have  traced  his  foot- 
fteps. 

With  relped  to  Egypt  a  greater  number  of  per- 
fons  may  be  found  who  are  qualified  to  decide,  and 

there  is  not  the  fame  reafbn  for  fuipenfion  of  judg- 
ment. 

Without 
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Without  pretending  to  any  extraordinary  iburces 
of  information,  the  writer  hopes,  that  what  is  here 
laid  will  afford  fi)me  little  ^ti^adion  to  thofe  who 
wiih  for  the  lateft  information  concerning  that  coun- 
try. He  arrogates  not  to  himfelf  the  praife  of  aug- 
menting greatly  the  fum  of  khowlege  already  to  be 
found  in  books;  but  very  widely  difperfed,  and 
within  the  reach  of  comparatively  few  perfbns..; 

•  •       » 

Inmmicrable  books  have  been  written  on  Egyp^ 
but  none  of  them,  in  our  language,  can  pretend 
to  a  popular  plan.  Thofe  of  Pococke  and  Norden 
are  mofl  known  to  ourfelves — valuable  works  for  all 
that  concerns  the  antiquities,  and  they  are  by  no 
means  fuperfeded.  The  form  and  price,  however, 
at  this  time  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
greater  number. 

Niebuhr's  writings  require  not  an  additional  teC- 
timony  of  their  value  ;  but  the  profefled  objed  of 
his  voyage  was  Arabia  ;  and  the  account  of  Egypt 
is  only  incidental. 

Volney 
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Volney  and  Savary  are  in  the  public  hands,  and 
no  attempt  {hall  be  made  to  influence  its  judgment 
of  their  works.  The  talents  of  the  former  are  well 
known ;  but  he  (aw  the  Bad  with  no  favourable 
eye.;  and  his  manner  in  (peaking  of  Egypt  will  be 
found  materially  different  from  that  here  adopted. 

Of  Syria  the  Author  could  expe^  to  fay  little  that 
is  new,  after  the  numberlefs  defcriptions  which  have 
already  been  publifhed,  and  he  has  accordingly  ufed 
great  rapidity  in  his  narrative. 

In  Kahira,  the  fources  of  information  are  few  and 
fcanty.  A  traveller  may  remain  there  many  months, 
without  finding  his  ideas  of  the  country,  or  its  in- 
habitants, much  more  clear  or  precife. 

The  Europeans,  there  immured  as  prifbners,  may 
be  reafonably  excufed  for  haftening  their  commer- 
cial advantages,  and,  whenever  unengaged  by  that 
objea,  for  amufing  themfetves  in  trying  to  forget 
the  place  in  which  their  ill  fortune  has  obliged  them 
to  refide.     Thofe  who  are  found  there,  with  every 

difpofition 
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di{pofition  to  accommodate  flrangers,  and  receiving 
them  always  witH  complacency  and  kindnefs,  are 
yet,  with  few  exceptions,  not  of  the  order  of  inen 
moft  able  to  generalize  their  ideas,  and  avail  them- 
felves  to  the  utmofl  of  the  information  which  acci- 
dent  throws  in  their  way. 

* 

The  Greeks,  whofe  inquifitive  turn,  and  more 
intimate  conne£tion  with  the  people  at  large  and 
with  the  government,  make  them  more  familiar 
with  charaders  and  occurrences,  rarely  repreient 
things  as  they  really  are,  but  as  they  feel  than,  or 
would  have  them  to  be.  Where  their  report  is  not 
entirely  imajginary,  their  portraits  are  like  thofe  of 
Lefy,  all  adorned  with  nicely-combed  locks  and  a 
fringed  neckcloth.  They  mark  no  chdrai^er,  but  as 
it  appears  to  their  prejudices ;  give  no  hiilory  that  is 
not  interlarded  with  their  own  fables ;  and  defcribe 
no  place  but  in  the  vague  and  fuperiici^l  manner  that 
fatis£es  their  own  ignorance. 

The  Copts  who,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  would  be 
accurately  informed  of  all  that  relates  to  the  govern- 
ment 


•  . 
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mentand  hiftory  of  the  country,  have  no  fentiment 

of  antient  glory,  and  are  wholly  ioimerfed  in  gain 
or  pleailire. 

♦  ^  r       •  . 

'»  • 

-  -     •  •  «  -  ^         ■       - 

-  Settled  in  tjie  compofure  of  ignorance,  they  can- 
not conceive  the  motive  of  minute  inquiries;  and 
timid  and  referved,  they  fear  to  difcover  even  what 
they  know*   r 

The  more  liberal  amoiig  the  Mohammedsm  eccle- 
fiaftics,  may  be  fafely  confulted;  for  what  concerns 
literature ;  and  the  laws,  and  fome  few  of  them  are 
comniunicative';  but  in  general  they  deipife  Gran- 
gers, and  do  not  readily  anfwer  queftions  not  of  the 
moft  ordinary  occurrence.  On  the  whole,  the  mod 
intelligent  and  communicative  among  the  people  of 
Kahira  are  the  Mohammedan  merchants,  of  a  cer- 
tain  rank,  who  have  viiited  various  parts  of  the  em- 
pire, and  who  have  learned  to  think  that  all  wifdom 
is  not  confined  to  one  country  or  one  race  of  nien ; . 
and  who  having  been  led  to  mix,  firft  by  neceflity 
and  then  by  choice,  with  various  nations,  preferve 
their,  attachment  to  their  own  perfuafion,  without 

thinking 
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thiokkg  all  the  reft  of  mankind   dags  and   ac^ 
curjed* 

The  general  defign  of  the  Writer,  as  will  be  fecn 
in  the  (equel,  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that,  without 
being  extremely  (anguine,  he  might  have  hoped  to 
execute  a  confiderable  part  of  it.  .  His  profpeds 
the  iirft  year  were  darkened  by  an  unexpeded  dif- 
appointment  on  his  arrival  at  AfTuan ;  concerning 
which  he  may  fay,  without  any  difpojition  to  own- 
plaint,  that  he  felt  it  feverely.  Another  winter 
furniiOlied  him  with  a  little  more  information  and 
more  experience:  but  ftill,  as  he  afterwards  un« 
fortunately  difccvered,  by  no  means  all  that  was 
necef&ry  to  his  purpofe. 

He  might  have  appeared  in  Dar-Fiir  as  a  Mo- 
hammedan, if  he  had  known  that  the  charader  was 
neceflary  to  his  perfbnal  fecurity,  or  to  his  unre- 
ftrained  pafTage ;  but ,  from  the  accounts  he  received 
in  Kahira,  among  the  people  of  Soudan  no  violent 
animofity  was  exhibited  againft  Chriftians.  The 
charader  of  the  converts  to  Mohammedifm,  among 

b  the 
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the  black  nations,  was,  according  to  the  general 
voice  of  the  Egyptians  who  travelled  among  them, 
mild  and  tolerant.  A  difpofition  fo  generally  ac- 
knowleged,  that  the  more  zealous  among  the  latter 
are  little  fcrupnlous  in  honouring  them  with  the 
appellation  of  Caffre,  His  furprife '  therefore  was 
not  incdnfiderable  at  finding,  on  his  arrival,  that  an 
unbeliever  in  the  infallibility  of  the  Korin  was  more 
openly  perfecuted,    and  more  frequently  infultedj 

•  •  • 

than  in  Kahira  itfelf. 

The  information  received,  previouily  to  his  de- 
parture in  1793,  taught  the  writer  to  expe£t,  from 
having  chofen  the  route  of  what  is  called  the  Sou- 
dan Caravan,  the  choice  of  a  free  pafTage  to  Sennaar, 
which  would,  without  much  doubt,  have  fecured 
him  an  entrance  into  Habbejh,  under  the  conduS: 
of  the  Fungni,  who  trade  there:  for  the  F^rian 
monarch,  had  his  favour  not  been  withdrawn  in 
confequence  of  falfe  infinuations,  would  readily  have 
■accorded  a.  fafe-condufb  through  Kordofin,  which 
was  all  that  circumftances  required.  The  being 
removed  a  few  weeks  journey  tod  far  to  the  Weft- 
ward,  was  no  objedion,  when  he  refie^bed  on  the 

confufion 


iW^^"^-^^^^^ 


PR  E  F  A  C  E.  kv- 

confufion  then  reigning  at  Sennaar,  and  that  in  pro* 
portion  as  the  road  he  took  was  indired,  the  le(s 
fufpicion  would  be  ^itertained  of  him  as  a  Franks 
the  greater  experience  he  mud  acquire  among  the 
people  of  the  interior,  and  the  more  easily  he  might 
be  fuflered  to  pafs  as  a  mere  trader. 

He  had  been  taught,  that  the  expeditions  in  queft 
of  flaves,  undertaken  by  the  people  of  F6r  and  its 
neighbourhood,  extended  often  forty  or  more  days 
to  the  Southward.  This,  at  the  lowed  computation, 
gave  a  diftance  of  five  degrees  on  a  meridian,  and 
the  fingle  hope  of  penetrating  fo  much  farther 
Southward  than  any  preceding  traveller,  was  worth 
an  efFort  to  realize.  He  owns,  he  did  not  then 
forefee  all  the  inconveniences  of  being  expofed,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  the  band  of  plunderers  whom  he 
was  to  accompany,  and  on  the  other,  to  the  jufl 
refentment  of  the  wretched  vidims  whom  they  were 
to  enthral.  Perhaps  thofe  very  evils  were  magnified 
greatly  beyond  their  real  value  by  the  Furians  to 
whom  he  applied,  and  who  were  predetermined  not 

to  allow  him  to  pafs. 

b  2  Another 
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Another  inducement  to  this  route  was,  that  part 
of  it  was  reprefented  to  lie  along  the  banks  of  the 
Bahr^el-ahiady  which  he  had  always  ccMicei^^  to 
be  the  true  Nile,  and  which  apparently  no  Eu- 
ropean had  ever  ieen.  To  have  traced  it  to  its 
fource  was  rather  to  be  wiihcd  than  expeded ;  but 
he  promifed  himfelf  to  reach  a  part  of  it  near 
enough  to  that  fource,  to  enable  him  to  determine 
in  what  latitude  and  direction  it  was  likely  to  exift. 
It  is  unneceffiiry  to  obferve,  that,  had  either  of  dbefe 
obje<9:s  been  realized,  much  interefting  matter  muft 
have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the  route.  He  could 
not  in  the  fequel  difcover  that  the  armed  expedi- 
tions of  the  Fiirians  extend  to  any  high  reaches  of 
the  Bahr-el-abiad. 

Another  objeft,  perhaps  in  the  eyes  of  fome  the 
moft  important  of  the  three,  was  to  pafs  to  one  or 
more  of  the  extended  and  populous  empires  to  the 
Weftward.  Africa,  to  the  North  of  the  Niger,  as 
is  certified  from  the  late  difcoveries,  is  almofl  uni- 
verfdly  Mohammedan ;  and  to  have  been  well  re- 
ceived among  one  of  the  nations  of  that  defcription, 

would 
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would  have  been  a  ftrong  prefumption  in  favour  of 
future  efEbrts.  He  expcded  in  that  road  to  have 
feen  part  of  the  Niger ^  and  even  though  he  had 
been  ftridly  reftrained  to  the  direfb  road  from  Dar^ 
Fur  through  Bernou  and  thence  to  Fezzan  and 
Tripoli^  an  opportunity  muft  have  offered  of  verify- 
ing (everal  important  gec^raphical  portions,  and 
obferving  many  fa<Sts  worthy  remembrance  relative 
to  commerce  and  general  manners ;  or,  if  thofe 
defigns  had  entirely  failed,  at  leaft  .of  marking 
a  rough  outline  of  the  route,  and  facilitating  the 
pr(^efs  of  fome  future  traveller. 

So  fixed  was  his  intention  of  executing  fome  one 
of  thefe  plans^  that  near  three  years  of  fuffering 
were  imable  to  abate  his  refolution  ;  and  the  pain 
he  endured  at  being  ultimately  compelled  to  re^in- 
quifh  them,  had  induced  him  to  negleft  the  only 
opportunity  that  was  likely  to  offer  of  perfonal 
deliverance,  till  the  destitution  of  the  means  of  liv- 
ing roufed  him  from  his  lethargy ;  and  the  ridicule 
of  his  Mi^anunedan  friends,  who,  fatalifls  as  they 
are,  yield  to  circumftances,  inftru<Eted  him  that  to 

defpair 
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deipair  was  weaknefs  and  not  fortitude ;  and  that 
the  frail  offspring  of  hope,  nurfed  by  credulity, 
and  not  by  prudence,  marks  the  morbid  tempera- 
ment of  the  mind  that  conceived  it. 

The  following  papers  would  perhaps  have  been 
fomething  lefs  imperfed,  if  what  was  originally 
committed  to  writing  had  been  altogether  within 
the  reach  of  the  writer,  when  he  began  to  prepare 
them  for  publication.  Two  accidents,  however, 
both  equally  unforefeen,  rendered  abortive  his  hope 
of  compenfating  in  fome  meafure  for  the  general 
failure  in  his  defign,  by  greater  exadlnefs  and  detail 
as  to  the  particulars  of  what  he  had  a^hially  feen. 

The  lofles  he  had  fuftained  in  Soudan,  were  not 
very  important,  comprifing  only  fome  fpecimens  of 
minerals,  vegetables,  and  other  cumbrous  materials, 
which  he  designed  to  have  brought  with  him.  On 
his  arrival  in  Kahira,  he  thought  it  would  be  an 
impediment,  in  his  journey  through  Syria,  to  tranf- 
port  all  he  poflefTed  thither,  and  therefore  caufed  the 
greater  part  of  his  baggage  to  be  fent  to  Alexan- 
dria; 
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dfia  ^  among  which  were  copies  of  fuch  papers  as 
he  thotight  leaft  unfit  for  the  ufe  of  a  third  perfbn. 
In  the  number  he  regrets  a  regifler  of  the  caravans 
which  had  arrived  in  Kahira  from  F^r  iince  the 
year  of  Hejira  1150,  containing  an  account  of 
their  numbers,  and  many  other  curious  particulars; 
copied  from  a  book  belonging  to  the  fhech  of  the 
flave-market  in  Kahira. 

A  kind  of  general  itinerary,  in  the  hand-writing 
of  a  Jelab  of  his  acquaintance,  containing  the  roads 
of  Eaftem  Africa. 

A  vocabulary  of  the  FArian  language,  compiled 
by  himfelf. 

Some  remarks  on  natural  hiftory. 

Lift  of  names  of  places  both  in  £gypt  and  F^,^ 
written  by  an  Arab. 

The  detail  of  particulars  relating  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  his  obfervations  in  Aftronomy,  with  other 
remarks  tending  to  illuftrate  the  geography  of  his 
route. 

To  return  to  a  few  confiderations  on  the  prefent 

intercourfe  between  Fgypt  and  Abyfllnia. 

Towards. 
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XX  PREFACE. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1796,  I  was  told 
by  the  Coptic  patriarch,  that  for  the  preceding  nine 
years  or  more,  no  communication  had  taken  place 
between  Egypt  and  AbyiGnia.  Two  men  pretend- 
ing to  be  pricfts  of  that  country,  came  in  1793  to 
Kahira,  but  it  was  afterwards  difcovered  that  they 
were  either  not  Abyflins,  or  fugitives,  and  with- 
out authority  or  commidlon.  The  interception  of 
their  intercourfe  by  land  might  be  caufed  by  the 
unfettled  flate  of  Sennaar  and  Nubia.  Slaves  from 
Abyffinia  are  ufually  brought  by  the  Red  Sea  from 
Mafuab  to  Jidda,  and  many  of  them  are  fold  in 
Mecca,  though  but  few  reach  Kahira  by  way  oi 
Cofslr  and  Suez.  Gold  fometimes  comes  to  market 
by  the  fame  route,  and  the  Abyffins  are  thence 
fupplied  with  fuch  foreign  commodities  as  they  (land 
in  need  of. 

To  the  (laves  of  Habbe(h  no  very  marked  pre- 
ference is  (hewn  in  Egypt.  They  are  more  beautiful 
than  thofe  of  Soudin;  but  the  price  of  the  two  kinds, 
cater  is  paribus  y  is  nearly  the  fame. 

A  prieft 
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A  prieft  of  the  Propaganda,  a  native  of  Bgypt, 
and  confequently  poflbfling  every  advantage  of  lan- 
guage and  local  kdowlege,  during  my  abfence  to 
the  Southward,  had  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into 
Abyilinia.  Having  reached  Sennaar,  he  was  di{^ 
fuaded  by  the  people  of  that  city  from  attempting 
to  proceed.  Unmindful  of  their  repreientations  he 
profecuted  his  journey,  but  was  aflaflinated  between 
Sennaar  and  Teawa, 

The  Propagandifts  had  a  fingle  miflionary,  a  na- 
tive of  HMeJh^  at  Gmdar^  and  ftyled'  Bijhop  of 
Adely  but  concealing  himfelf  under  the  exterior 
of  a  phyfician.  In  1796,  the  order  at  Kahira 
told  me  that  they  had  received  no  authentic  intel- 
ligence concerning  him  during  feveral  years  pre- 
ceding. 

,At  Siiez,  March  1793,  I  met  an  Armenian  mer- 
chant, who  had  formerly  traded  to  Abyflinia,  and 
feemed  a  man  of  intelligence.  He  told  me  that  he 
was  at  Gondar  while  Bruce  was;  there,  and  that 
Yak^b  was  univerfally  talked  of  with  prakei-'  - 

c  mer- 
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piercharit  narrated  of '  his  own  accord  the  ftory  of 
{hooting  a  wax  -candle  through  feven  fhields^ ;  but 
when  I  afked  him  if  Bruce  had  been  at  the  AbyC- 
finian  fource  of  the  Nile,  he  affirmed  that  he  never 
was  there.  He  obferved  that  Bruce  had  been  ap- 
pointed gov^nor  of  Rels-el-Fil,  a  province  in  which 
Arabic  is  fpoketj.  My  informer  added,  that  the 
Abyffins  were  a  grofs  ignorant  people,  and  often 
ate  raw  flelh. 

In  Dar-Fur  a  Bergoo  merchant,  named  Hadji' 
Hamdd^  who  had  long  refided  in  Sennaar,  and  was 
in  Bruce's  party  from  Gondar  to  Sennaar,  faid  that 
Takub  had  been  highly  favoured  in  the  Abyflinian 
court,  and  lived  fplendidly.  He  was  often  obferv- 
ing  the  flats,  &c.  Both  my  informers  agreed  that 
he  had  been  governor  of  Ras-el-Fil ;  and  both,  that 
he  had  never  vifited  the  Abyilinian  fource  of  the 
Nile,  efteemed  the  real  one  in  that  ignorant 
country. 

An  £ngli{hman  under  the  name  of  Robarts:  came 
t;o  Alexandria  jn  1788,  and  after  a  ftiort  ftay  pror 

ceeded 
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ceeded  to  Kahira.  His  intention  was,  it  is  faid,  to 
have  penetrated  into  Abyftinia  by  way  of  Mafluah. 
While  at  Kahira  he  applied  repeatedly  to  the  Celtic 
Patriarch  for  a  letter  from  him  to  the  head  of  the 
Abyffin  church ;  with  which  the  latter,  under 
various  pretences,  conftantly  refufed  to  furnifli  him. 
He  continued  at  Kahira  feveral  months,  and  after- 
wards found  his  way  to  Moccha,  Repeated  attempts 
were  made  by  him  to  execute,  his  projefled  voyage 
to  the  oppofite  territory,  but  all  without  fuccefs. 
The  perfons  from  whom  I  received  this  information, 
and  who,  as  would  feem,  derived  it  from  his  own 
authority,  aflurcd  me  that  he  had  encountered  al- 
moO:  infurmountable  obftacles,  and  been  obliged  to 
fubmit  even.to  pcrfonal  indignities.  They  allowed 
too;  that  this  gentleman  was  far  from  being  unqua- 
lified for  the  enterprize,  in  judgment,  experience, 
or  phyfical  force.  The  fame  perfons  acquainted  me 
that  he  had  afterwards  advanced  to  the  Mogul  pe- 
ninfula,  and  had  accompanied  the  Britifh  troops, 
during  two  campaigns,  againfl  the  ufurper  of  My- 
fore,  in  VRrious  parts  of  the  peninfula.  He  even 
returned  to  Alexandria  after  the  treaty  of  Seringa- 

c  2  patam, 
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patandjL  and  at  that  place,  being  attacked  by  an 
acute  difeaie,  breathed  his  lafl  in  the  Franciican 
convent  there  eftablifhed.  More  authentic  and  in- 
terefting  materials  refpeding  this  traveller,  may 
poilibly  have  reached  this  country.  Yet  I  thought 
it  nbt  improper  to  mention  thefe  few  particulars, 
which  may  tend  to  illuflrate  the  nature  of  a  voyage 
to  Abyfllnia. 

The  errors  in  African  geography  are  numerous, 
and  proceed  from  various  caufes.  Among  thoie 
^ufes,  however,  are  particularly  to  be  enumerated, 

That  the  fame  province  has  often  one  name 
in  the  language  of  that  province,  and  another  in 
Arabic.  Of  the  places  called  indifcriminately  Perth 
by  the  Arabs,  each  little  diflrid  has  an  appropriate 
name. 

Again,  the  name  of  a  fmall  province  is  occa-r 
fionally  taken  for  a  large  one,  and  vice  verfdi 
Bahr  is  applied  to  a  great  lake,  as  well  as  to  a  river. 
Dar  is  a  kingdom,  and  is  fometimes  applied  to  a 
village,  and  often  to  a  diftrid. 

Ftir 
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'  ¥4*-  '&kaki  toT'b^  an  Arabic  name,  fignifying  in 
that  tddgue  a  Deir'y  and,  it  may  be  conje(£^ured, 
has  beea  applied  to  that  people  in  the  f&me  fenie  is 
Towjhdns  a  hare,  is  by  the  Turks  to  the  natives  of 
the  Greek  iilands-^from  the  rapidity  of  their  flight 
bdrore  t^iMohammedan  conquerors. 

t 
f »     -  ■  '  -  '  •  < 

Nothing  can  well  be  more  vague  than  the  ufe  of 
the  word  Soudan  or  Sudan^  Among  the  Egyptians 
and  Arabs  Ber-es-Soudan  is  the  place  where  the 
caravans  arrive,  when  they  reach  the  firft  habitable 

part  of  DarriFiir :  but  that .  country  feems  its 
eaiWn  extremity  Vfor  I  hevei"  heard  it  applied  to 

« 

Kordofan  or  Sennaar.  It  is  ufed  equally  in  Dar- 
F^  to  exprefs  the-  cotintry  to  the  Weft;  but  -on  thfe 
whole  feems  ordinarily  applied  to  iignify  that'  part 
of  the  land  of  the  blacks  neareft  Egypt. 

An  innovation .  as  to  the  orthography  of  {bm.e 
proper  names,  it  is  fuppofed,  will  not  appear  afFedted 
or  improper,  when  the  reafon  is  explained ;  as  Ka- 
biray  Ikimiaity  Rajhid^  for  CairOy  Damietia;  Ro- 
fetto.  It  is  of  fome  ufe  in  appellatives  to  approxi- 
mate to  the  ipronunciation  of  the  natives,  and  there 

can 
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can  be  as  littlp  reafoft  fpr  receiving  Arabijc  tt^mes 
through f the  mtdjum  of  tbe.Jt^lian,  as foradopting 
the  French:  way!  of  ^vxltingG.rjfek  ones^  as  Denys  foi! 
DionyJws\  and  Tffe-Lwe  for  Titus  Livius.  Kahira  and 
Rafhid  have  each  of  them  their  -proper  meaning  in 
Arabic. — In  Italian  ithey  ha\^c  no  meaning.  The 
only  rule  obfervcd  has  been,  to  bring  back  proper 
names  to  the  original  pronunciation,  as  far  as  might 
be  done  without  obfcurity. 

Where  a  circumflex  ija^  been  ^ut  ,Qver  a  vowel.it 

« 

is  to  denote  its  length,  or  fomething  exotic  in  the 
enunciation.  [An  appjoach  to  fy ftematic  regularity 
would  have  been  attempted  in  expreillng  Arabic 
words  by  Roman  letters,  but  the  author  freely  owns 
that  no  rule,  at  once  genei:al  in  its  ufe  and  fimple 
and  eafy  enough  to  be  remembered,  has  yet  occurre4 
to  him.  He  has  therefore  added  the  original  word, 
wherever  it  could  in  any  degree  tend  to  illuidration 
or  precifion. 

The  word  Turk  is  never  applied  to  figniij  a  pro- 
feflbr- of  Mohanimedifm, .  aii  .indefinite  mode  of 
defignation,   that  occafions  perpetual  confufion  in 

fpeaking 
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{peaking  of  the  aflairs  of  the  Eaft.  The  deiign 
was,  to  confine  that^  ?^'erm  to  the/ natives  of  Europe 
and  Afia  Minor.  ,^Arqbj&,  applied  equally  to^  the 

inhabitants  of  Syrjigy  ^^p.ti  L^d  tlie  coaft  pf  Bv- 
baiy,  vai  wdllas  torttJaofeoof  Arabia  Prober,  ./wdiether 
villagers  or  wanderers.  The  wandering  "tribes  are 
however- m^F&fre^entlyr  marked  by  the  terins  ^^- 
douin  And  Muggrebitti 

The  orthography;  of  the  Wor,d  Galif  conveys  no 
idea  of  the  ftrong  guttural  letter  witl^  wjiich  it  com- 
mences ;  it  is  therefore  here  ^^vpt J:en  Chalif,  or  more 
properly  CbalifL  Heis  T\Q.  tongO'  tQ  the  Turkifti 
word  Bek  or  Beg ;  but  as^  thefe-whofe>  enunciation 
of  that  language  is  efteemed  moft  corred,  but 
faintly  articulate  the  con£bnant  which  terminates  it, 
he  has  retained  the  common  orthography  Bey.  In 
gdncral,  t^i  "Qiigitfd.:.laii*4ge^-}s^:'^^^^ 
tenon  or  ipelling ;  and  ,ir  the  lanie  word  pe  occa- 
iionally  fpelled  in  two  different  ways,  it  is  only 
becaufe  they'are~both  equally  near  to  thatfonginal. 
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One  oie  of  Kahira  ^=3  four  Hundred  dramst 
One  rdtal  ==  6ne  -hundred  fort jr-four  drams. 
One  ratal  filk  of  Syria  t=  brgo  liimdred  twdttty^tune  and. 
^;^filf  drams.      *         . 
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The  Cantar  is  totals  5»  102— lojr-*— iio-^iao*— ijOt 
variable  according  to  the  commodity. 


Je^elp^^  Gbld^  dnd  Silyee. 

One  kerit  3==  4  grains. 
One  dram  or  dirtiem  =16  kerats. 
One  mitkll  =»  24  kerats. 
Qnfi  weki^es  Si  dqams.  ; 
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Meqfure  of  Clotb^  &c. 
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Pike  of  Conftantinople,    called    Draa  Stambidi^  Arab. ; 
Turk.  ISndazij  is  ufed  for  felling  cloth  and  filk.     It  * 
amounts  to  twenty-feven  inches. 

Hke  of  Kahira,  ufed  for  other  artides  ^^^  eighteen  inches. 
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EGYPT,    AND    SYRIA. 


CHAP.    I. 
ALEXANDRIA, 

Antunt  Walls  and  Ruins— The  two  Ports — Refervoirs — Vegeta^ 
titm  —  Antiquities  —  Population  — -  Government--^  Commerce — 
ManufaSfures-^Anecdote  of  recent  Hiftory. 

X  H  E  tranfit  from  the  coafts  of  JBritain  to  thofe  of  Egypt 

was  marked  by  nothing  that  can  intereft  or  amufe,  unlefs  it  be 

the  contrail  between  the  phenomena  of  winter  on  the  former, 

with  thofe  which  ftrike  the  view  on  approaching  the  latter.     A 

fea  voyage  is  always  tedious,  except  to  the  merchant  and  the 

mariner  j    and  therefore,  though  our's  was  attended  with  every 

favourable  circumftance,  and  occupied  no  more  than  twenty-fix 

days,  there  is  fcarcely  any  thing  relative  to  it  that  can  afford 

entertainment  in  the  recital,     I  arrived  in  Egypt  on  the  i  oth 

of  January  1792. 

B  Alexandria 
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Alexandria  now  exhibits  very  few  marks,  by  which  It  could 
be  recognized  as  one  of  the  principal  monuments  of  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  conqueror  of  Afia,  the  emporium  of  the  eaft,  and 
the  chofen  theatre  of  the  far-fought  luxuries  of  the  Roman 
Triumvir,  and  the  Egyptian  queen.  Its  decay  doubtlefs  has 
been  gradual ;  but  fifteen  centuries,  during  which  it  has  been 
progreffive,  have  evinced  its  antient  opulence  by  the  flownefs 
of  its  fall. 

ft 

The  prefent  walls  are  of  Saracenic  ftrudure,  and  therefore 
can  determine  nothing  with  refpe£t  Co  the  antient  diinenfions  of 
the  city  *.  They  are  lofty,  being  in  fome  places  more  than 
forty  feet  in  height,  and  apparently  no  where  fo  little  as  twenty. 
But,  though  fubilantial  and  flanked  with  towers,  they  could 
offer  no  refiftance,  unlefs  It  were  againft  the  Mamluk  cavalry, 
which  alone  the  inhabitants  fear,  and  accordingly  keep  them  in 
fome  repair.  They  alfo  furnifh  a  fufliclent  fecurity  againft  the 
Bedouins,  who  live  part  of  the  year  on  the  banks  of  the  canal, 
and  often  plunder  the  cattle  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  few 
flocks  and  herds,  which  are  deftined  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the 
city,  are  paftured  on  the  herbage,  of  which  the  vicinity  of  the 
canal  favours  the  growth,  and  generally  brought  in  at  night, 
when  the  two  gates  are  fhut ;  as  they  alfo  are  whenever  it  ift 
known  that  hoftile  tribes  are  encamped  near  them. 


*  Volney  has  confidered  the  walls  of  Alexandria  as  of  antient  ftru&nre.  But 
D'Anville  had  before  rejefled  that  idea^  and  the  fragments  of  columns,  &c 
worked  into  the  mafonry,  (hew  that  he  is  right. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Saracenic  walls  prefent  nothing  curious,  except  fome 
ruinous  towers :  and  the  only  remain  of  the  antient  city  worth 
notice  is  a  colonnade,  near  the  gate  leading  to  Rafhid,  of  which, 
however,  only  a  few  columns  remain ;  and  what  is  called  the 
amphitheatre  on  the  fouth  eaft,  a  riling  ground,  whence  is  a 
fine  view  of  the  city  and  port.  Of  the  fingular  fuburb  ftyled 
Necropolis,  or  "  The  City  of  the  Dead,"  no  remain  exifts. 

It  t:annot  be  fuppofed  that  the  antient  city  {hould  have  occu- 
pied only  the  fmall  fpace  contained  within  the  prefent  inclofure; 
The  priftine  wall  was  certainly  far  more  extenfive  than  the 
prefent :  yet  even  of  this  only  an  inconfiderable  portion  between 
the  two  ports  is  now  filled  with  habitations. — ^What  remains  is 
laid  out  in  gardens,  which  fupply  fuch  fruits  and  vegetables  as 
are  fuited  to  the  climate  and  foil,  and  the  natives  are  mod  ac- 
cuilomed  to  ufe  for  food  j  or  left  wafte,  and  ferving  as  a  recep- 
tacle for  ofial  and  rubbifh ;  being  in  part  rendered  unfit  for 
culture  by  the  ruins  which  cover  the  furface  to  a  confiderable 
depth.  For,  though  it  be  not  now  poflible  to  determine  the 
antient  boundaries  of  the  city,  or  to  affign  with  precifion  the 
fite  of  its  more  remarkable  edifices,  thefe  vcftiges  of  former 
magnificence  yet  remain.  Heaps  of  rubbifh  are  on  all  fides 
vifible,  whence  every  fliower  of  rain,  not  to  mention  the  induftry 
of  the  natives  in  digging,  difcovers  pieces  of  precious  marble, 
and  fometimes  antient  coins,  and  fragments  of  fculpture. 


The  harbour  on  the  eaft,  ftyled,  I  know  not  why,  the  new 
port,  which  in  all  appearance  could  never  have  been  a  very 
good  one,  from  the  rocky  nature  of  the  bottom,  has  the  farther 

B  2  difadvantage 
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difadvantage  of  partaking  in  the  agitation  of  the  fea  when  cer- 
tain winds  prcYaiU  The  £uropean  veflels  which  frequent  it 
are,  however,  enabled,  with  fome  precautions,  to  lie  at  anchor 
fecurely,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty;  They  are  confined 
to  this  fmall  ipace,  which  bears  no  proportion  to  the  whole 
extent  of  the  harbour,  by  the  fhallownefs  of  the  water,  which 
feems  in  fome  degree  the  efied  of  great  quantities  o{  ballaft, 
that  from  time  to  time  have  been  difcharged  within  its  limits. 
The  Government  pays  no  regard  to  this  practice,  which  yet  in 
the  end  muft  render  the  port  ufelefs.  It  is  currently  reported 
in  the  place,  and  many  marks  yet  exift  to  give  credibility  to 
that  report,  as  well  as  the  defign  of  Norden,  which  fo  rqprefents 
it,  that  the  water,  within  the  memory  of  perfons  now  living, 
reached  the  gate  of  the  old  cuftom-houfe ;  which  I  now  find  re- 
moved many  fathoms  from  the  water's  edge.  So  that  it  would 
feem  the  fea  is  retiring,  and  that  nature,  rather  than  any  weaker 
agent,  has  efieded  the  change.  The  old  port,  allotted  to  the 
Mohammedans,  is  fpadous,  though  fomewhat  of  le&  extent 
than  the  other.  There  is  throc^hout  a  depth  of  five  or  fix 
fathom ;  and  in  many  places  more :  the  anchorage  b  generally 
fecure. 

The  city  extends  along  a  part  of  the  ifthmus  and  the  penin- 
fula ;  at  the  eaftem  extremity  of  which  is  fituated  a  fort,  where 
it  would  feem  may  formerly  have  flood  the  Pharos.  This  fort 
is  now  ruinous,  and  is  joined  with  the  continent  by  a  mole 
built  of  ftone,  and  in  which  are  wrought  arches,  to  weaken  the 
efied  of  the  water.  It  has  been  fheltered  by  a  wall  on  the  wefk 
fide,  now  alfo  ruinous.    The  houfes,  which  are  chiefly  mafonry, 

are 
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are  commonly  of  more  than  one  ftory,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
mode  of  IWing  among  the  inhabitants.  Though  rain  occa* 
fionallyfall  in' the  autumn,  a  flat  roof  is  found  to  anfwer  every 
purpofe  of  fecurity  from  the  weather,  and  accordingly  it  is  th^ 
general  form  of  the  dweHing-houfes* 


Of  the  deep  and  capacious  refervoirs,  which  preferred  the 
water  of  the  Nile  during  the  annual  fubfidence  of  that  riyer, 
and  of  which  there  was  probably  a  feries,  continued  from  one 
to  the  other  extremity  of  the  city,  not  more  than  feven  remdii 
fit  for  ufe.  From  thefe  the  citizens  are  at  this  time  fupplied ; 
and,  as  they  are  fome  way  removed  from  the  inhabited  quarter, 
a  few  of  the  poorer  clafs  obtain  a  fubfiftence  by  drawing  the 
water,  and  canying  it  on  camels  from  houfe  to  houfe  ;  and  for 
each  camels  load  they  receive  four  or  five  paras^  about  two- 
pence. The  roofs  of  thefe  ciftems  or  refervoirs  are  fupported 
by  mafiy  timber.  They  have  probably  been  thus  confl:ru£ted 
at  the  beginning,  as  it  is  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  the  modem 
Alexandrians  fhould  entirely  have  changed  fo  effential  a  part, 
and  have  chofen  to  fubftitute  wood  for  ftone,  in  a  place  where 
the  former  is  extremely  fcarce,  and  the  other  very  abundant. 

The  elevation  of  the  city  above  the  level  of  the  fea  is  fmall ; 
and  it  feems  very  difficult  to  render  it  capaUe  of  offering  any 
formidable  refiftance  to  an  external  enemy. 

The  foil,  wherever  a  vegetable  mould  is  difcoverable,  is  light, 
and  favourable  to  any  kind  of  culture  j  but  it  has  apparently 
been  brought  there  for  the  purpofe^  as  the  natural  foil  feems 

wholly 
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wholly  unfit  for  cultivation,  being  throughout  either  fand  or 
ftone.  The  orange  and  lemon  are  found  in  the  gardens  here, 
but  not  in  great  quantities.  The  dates  are  good,  though  not 
of  the  mod  efteemed  kind.  Yet  they  are  found  the  mod  pro- 
fitable article  that  the  owner  of  the  ground  can  cultivate.  And 
accordingly  thefe  trees,  with  which  the  gardens  are  filled,  not  only 
relieve  the  eye  from  the  dry  whitenefs  of  buildings,  and  the  fandy 
foil ;  but  well  repay  the  owners  for  the  trouble  required  to  manage 
them,  and  for  the  fpace  they  occupy  to  the  exclufion  of  almof): 
every  thing  elfe.  The  greater  number  of  cfculent  herbs,  or 
roots,  that  are  common  among  us,  may  be  raifed  here,  without 
any  other  difficulty  than  that  of  watering.  The  fruit  trees  that 
I  have  remarked  as  peculiar  to  the  place,  are  the  nebbek  (Pali^ 
urus  Atbenai)  and  the  kiflin^  (Cajffia  Kejbtay)  the  latter  of  which 
is  alfo  found  in  the  Weft  Indies.  The  former  bears  a  fmall 
fruit  like  the  cherry  in  fize,  and  having  a  ftone  of  the  fame 
kind ;  but  very  different  in  colour  and  flavour,  which  more  re- 
femblc  thofe  of  the  apple. 


The  chief  monuments  of  antiquity  remaining  in  any  degree 
perfeft,  are  the  column,  ufually  but  improperly  termed  of 
Pompey  *,  and  the  obelifk.  On  the  former,  not  even  fo  much 
of  the  infcription  as  Pococke  copied  is  now  to  be  diftinguiftied. 
There  is  alfo  a  farccJphagus  or  cheft  of  ferpentine  marble  in  the 
great  mofque,  which  is  ufed  for  a  ciftern.  It  is  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  fo  minutely  defcribed  by  Nicbuhr,  at  Kallaat  el  Kabfh 
in  Kahira,  and  feems  to  be  almoft  as  ricb  in  hieroglyphics.     It 


*  Now  fuppofed  to  have  been  eredled  in  honour  of  Seyerus. 
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has  the  additional  advantage  of  being  entire,  and  little  if  at  all 
injured  by  time.  It  is  faid,  that  one  of  thofe  who  farmed  the 
cuftoms  fome  years  fince,  on  retiring  from  Egypt,  had  nego- 
tiated for  the  removal  of  this  precious  monument  of  antiquity, 
on  board  of  an  European  veiTel,  with  the  intention  of  carrying 
it  as  a  prefcnt  to  the  Emperor  oi  Germany.  On  the  night 
when  it  was  to  be  embarked,  however,  the  fecret  being  difclofed, 
the  citizens  clamoroufly  infifted  that  the  property  of  the  mofque 
was  inviolable.  The  projected  removal  was  accordingly  relin- 
quifhed,  and  the  eheft  has  ever  fmce  been  watched  with  un» 
common  vigilance,  fo  that  it  is  now  difficult  for  an  European 
even  to  obtain  a  fight  of  it ;  which  muft  be  my  excufe  for  not 
having  been  more  minute  in  my  defcription  of  a  monument 
that  feems  not  to  have  been  particularly  obferved  by  former^ 
travellers^ 

The  population  confifts  of  Mohammedans  of  various  nations ; 
Greeks  .in  confiderable  number,  who  have  a  church  and  con^ 
ven^  containing  only  three  or  four  religious,  but  agreeably 
fituated  on  the  higheft  ground  among  the  gardens ;  Armenians, 
who  have  alfo  a  church ;  and  a  few  Jews,  who  have  their  fyna- 
gogue.  The  whole,  perhaps,  may  not  amount  to  lefs  than 
twenty  thoufand  fouls  * ;  which,  however,  the  length  oi  my  re- 
iidence  there  did  not  enable  me  to  decide.  The  Franeifcans  of 
Terra  Santa  have  a  church  and  monaftery,  in  which  refide  three 
or  four  of  their  order.     The  habitations  of  the  European^  con- 

•  There  happened  a  plague  in  1 796,  which  it  is  faid  carried  off  one  half  of 
the  inhabitants.  This  eftimate  is  poflibly  exaggerated ;  but  no  doubt  it  thinned 
them  much  \  fo  that  at  prefent  they  cannot  be  near  fo  numerous. 

fuls. 
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fuls  and  merchants  are  all  near  together,  eaft  of  the  city  and 
clofe  to  the  fea.  They  affociate  with  each  other,  drefa  and  live 
aa  in  Europe,  and,  unlefs  by  their  mutual  animofities,  are  per- 
fedly  undifturbed*  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  natives  bear  no 
very  good  charafker  for  their  behaviour  to  ftrangers,  but,  I  be- 
lieve, when  incivility  has  been  experienced,  it  has  generally 
firft  been  provoked :  and  the  natives  are,  perhaps,  at  lead  as 
often  the  dupes  of  the  Frank  merchants,  as  the  latter  are  of  the- 
native  brokers  and  fadors,  whom  their  commercial  concerns 
oblige  them  to  employ.  The  eommand  of  the  fort,  and  of  the 
few  troops  which  are  in  the  city,  is  veiled  in  a  Sardar,  who  is 
fometimes  a  Gafhef,  fometimes  an  inferior  officer  of  the  Beys. 
The  internal  government  is  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens.  The 
chief  magiftrate  is  the  Cadi,  an  Arab,  who  receives  his  appoint- 
ment from  Conftantinople ;  the  others  are,  the  Shechs  of  the 
four  fedls,  and  the  Imams  of  the  two  principal  mofques. 
Here  it  may  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that  the  municipal 
magiftrates  in  the  eaft  are  always  of  the  facerdotal  order. 

The  revenues  of  Alexandria,  under  the  Ptolemies,  are  ftated 
at  12,500  talents,  which  at  193 1.  15  s.  the  talent,  is  little  lefs 
than  two  millions  and  an  half  fterling.  At  this  time  it  is 
thought  that  they  do  not  exceed  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
purfes,  or  225,0001. 

•  The  commerce  of  Alexandria  is  more  confiderable  than  that 
of  Damiatt.  All  exports  to  Europe,  or  imports  from  thence, 
arc  made  at  the  former.  The  whole  of  the  timber  for  houfe  or 
ihip  building  is  brought  from  Candia^  or  the  Archipelago.  The 

copper, 
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copper,  manufitftured  or  rough,  of  which  the  conTumption  is 
large,  from  Conftantinople.  Coffee  and  rice,  raw  leather,  &c. 
are  exported  to  that  and  other  places.  The  tranfit  of  all  thefe 
keeps  the  inhabitants  in  that  ftate  of  adivity  to  which  they  are 
eminently  difpofed ;  and  if  various  caufes  operate  unavoidably 
to  fetter  and  ftagnate  commerce,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  they  are 
in  fault.  The  navigation  from  Alexandria  to  Rafliid  is  con^ 
dufted  in  fmall  vefTels  c^  from  fifteen  to  fifty  tons  burthen, 
which  depc^it  their  goods  at  Rafhid,  whence  they  are  embarked 
in  boats  of  another  form,  and  conveyed  to  Kahira. 

Among  the  articles  of  native  produce,  coniiderable  quantities 
of  which  are  taken  by  the  Frank  ihetchants  in  return  for  the 
goods  of  their  refpedive  countries,  are  fafiranon,  CartbamuT 
tspiSforuiSy  which  Is  cultivated  in  Egypt;  and  fenna,  which 
chiefly  comes  by  way  of  Suez :  but  fome  portion  of  which  is 
alfo  produced  in  Nubia,  and  near  the  firft  Cataradt. 

.  r  • 

The  confuttiption  of  broad  cloth  in  Egypt  ufcd  to  be  about 
e%fat  hundred  bales ;  but  it  was  greatly  deereafed  when  I  ltd 
the  country,  owing  to  the  war  in  Europe,  which  prevented  a 
proper  fupply.  The  confequent.  high  price  conflrained  many 
to  have  recotirfe  to  theniative  iiiHnii&&ire&#  Red  ccMral  is  im* 
porti^d  from  Leghorn,  glafs  beads^  &c.  from  Venice. 

r  * 

The  Alexandrians  are  remarkable  for  the  &cility  with  which 
they  acquire  diflferenc  langtiagcs.  But  their  own  Arabic  is  im<- 
pure,  being  mingled  with  Turkifh  and  other  dialeds. 

c  Among 
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Among  the  charadteriftic  features  of  the  people  of  this  city, 
it  is  deferving  of  notice  that  they  preferve  the  ancient  character 
of  perfeverance  and  acutenefs,  efpecially  afcribed  to  them  by  the 
hiftorian  of  the  Alexandrian  war  ^.  For  example,  fuppofe  they 
wifh  to  divide  an  antique  column  of  three  or  four  feet  diameter, 
into  two  parts,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  foundations  of 
the  houfes  near  the  fhore  from  the  encroachments  of  the  fea, 
they  make  a  line  not  more  than  half  an  inch  deep,  for  the  fpace 
of  one  twelfth  of  the  circumference,  then  inferting  two  pieces 
of  tempered  fteel,  not  larger  than  a  dollar,  at  the  extremities  of 
the  line,  they  drive  a  wedge  in  the  midft.  At  the  fame  time, 
fmall  pieces  of  fteel,  like  the  former,  are  fixed  at  equal  diftances 
round  the  column,  to  the  number  of  five  or  fix,  by  means  of 
fmall  hammers,  which  ftrike  quick,  but  with  no  violence. 
Thus  the  piece  is  cut  oflf  regular,  and  in  a  very  (hort  fpace  of 

time. 

•  > 

Glafs  for  lamps  and  phials  is  made  at  Alexandria,  both  green 
and  white.  They  ufe  natron  in  the  fflanufadure  inftead  of 
barilla :  and  the  low  beaches  of  the  Egyptian  coaft:  afford  plenty 
of  excellent  fand^ 

A  difpute  has  lately  arifen  between  the  Alexandrians  and  the 
government,  which  originated  in  the  conduct  of  the  Syrian 
Chriftian,  who  has  the  management  of  the  cuftoms  here.  The 
people  of  Alexandria,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  a^e  not  among  the 
xnoft  obedient  and  tradable  fubje£ks  of  the  Mamluk  govern* 


*  Hirtius,  Bell.  Alex,  prope  init. 
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ment;  and  their  ficuation,  together  with  other  circiimilances, 
has  £iTOured  them  in  their  oppoiition  to  public  orders.  The 
prefent  Beys,  efpecially,  they  affedl  to  confider  as  rebels  againft 
the  authority  of  the  Porte.  Thus  mutually  jealous,  each  party 
is  conftantly  on  the  watch  to  profit  by  any  overfight  of  the 
other:  the  Beys,  in  order  .to  put  the  Alexandrians  in  the 
£une  unqualified  fubjedion,  with  refped  to  them,  as  the  reft 
of  the  Egyptians  are  ;  and  the  Alexandrians  to  perpetuate  that 
quali^ed.  dependence,  or  imperfedl  autocracy,  in  which,  by 
fubterfiige  land  fertility  of  expedient,  they  have  hitherto  main- 
tained themfelves.     . 

.  Affairs  were  in  this  ftate  when  an  order  came  from  Murad 
Bey,  who  had  the  jurifdidion  of  this  diftrid;,  to  fhut  up  the 
public  warehoufes,  or  okals^  where  commerce  is  chiefly  carried 
on. .  A  Cafhef  was  feht  to  fee  it  executed,'  but  unaccompanied 
by  any  military  Ibrce :  he  had  alfp  orders  to  arreft,  and  bring 
with  him  to  Kahira,  the  perfon  of  Shech  Mohammed  el  Mif-* 
firi,  one  of  the  chief.  Mullas  who  had  always  been  adiv.e  in 
promoting  oppofition  to  the  meafiures  of  the  Beys ;  and  who  is 
retnarkable,  as  I  am  informed,  for  eloquence  both  perfuafive 
and  deliberative.  The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitapts  aflfembled 
in'  the  principal  mofque,  and  came  to  the  refolution  of  obliging 
the  Gajhef  to  quit  the  city.  They  alfo  determined  on  fending 
away  the  fuperintendant  of  the  q|i(loms,  who  by  .frauds  of  every 
kind  had  rendered  himfelf  haiteful  to  them,  and  againft  whom 
unavailing  complaints  had  already  repeatedly  been  made  to.  the 
Bey.  Some  of  the  body  were  deputed  to  inform  both  parties, 
that  they  muft  leave  the  city  before  night,  under  pain  of  death. 

c  2  But 
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But  the  impatience  of  the  people  was  too  great  to  wait  for 
night,  and  they  were  compelled  to  depart  inftantly,  the  Cafhef 
by  land,  and  the  Chriilian  by  fea. 

Orders  were  given  to  repsur  the  walls,  plant  cannon,  and  put 
every  thing  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  Shech  Mohammed  advifed 
the  citizens,  to  divide  themfelves  into  diflxids ;  which  being 
complied  with,  it  was  refoived  that  every  man  (hould  provide 
himfelf  with  arms,  who  fliould  be  able  to  purchafe  them  ;  and 
that  thofe  who  could  not  fhould  be  armed  at  the  public  expence# 
At  the  end  of  about  a  month,  notice  was  brought  that  two 
Cafhcfs  were  on  their  way,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to  punifh  the 
inhabitants  for  their  contumacious  behaviour.  When  their  ar- 
rival at  Ra(hid  was  known,  the  Alexandrians  fent  them  word, 
that  if  they  came  without  hofiile  intentions,  they  would  b< 
peaceably  received :  but  if  it  were  their  defign  to  have  recourfe  to 
violent  meafures,  the  whole  force  of  the  city  would  be  oppofed 
to  their  entrance.  One  of  thefe  CaCbefs  afterwards  proved  to  be 
the  fame  who  had  l>efore  been  ient  back.  The  other  was  a  man 
of  the  firft  rank,  having  formerly  filled  the  office  of  Yenkbchery 
Aga.  They  were  in  £ai€t  unattended,  except  by  the  domeftics 
of  this  latter,  perhaps  in  all  two  hundred  men,  chiefly  on  foot« 
The  Caihef  declared  he  had  no  view,  but  to  certify  that  the 
minds  of  the  citizens  were  not  alienated  from  the  government^ 
nor  their  intentions  hoftite  to  it;  which  from  the  news,  that  they 
were  putting  themfelves  in  a  flate  of  defence,  Murad  Bey  had 
been  led  to  imagine.  Yet  he  recommended  it  to  them,  in  proof 
of  their  pacific  difpofition,  to  depute  three  or  four  of  the  chief 
dtizens  to  Kahira,  who  might  have  an  opportunity  of  in£omw 

ing 
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iog  the  Beys  concerning  fuch  grievances  as  they  fliould  have 
found  reafon  to  reprefent,  and  might  pave  the  way  to  a  future 
good  underftanding. 

This  was  not  complied  with,  and  the  Ca(hef  remained  with- 
out propofing  any  ^tema^iye.  After  fourteen  or  fifteen  days 
he  left  Alexandria,  with  a  prefent  of  very  fmall  value  from  the 
citizens,  and  fome  trifles  given  Him,  ih  refpeft  to  the;  tharaftcr 
he  bore,  by  the  European  merchants.  So  ended  tkis  gi^at 
turmoil,  which  I  have  mentioned  perhaps  at  too  great,  kngth  ; 
but  which  throufsfome  Fight  on  the  (ituatioh  and  chara^er  <9f  the 
late  government.  ^ 


'    t  : 
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CHAP.     II. 

JOURNEY  TO  6IWA. 

Attempt  to  penetrate  to  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon^^Route  and 
Provifipns'-^Animals  of  the  Defert-^-^ccurrences  on  the  Road — 
Defcription  of  Siwa — Antient  Edifice-^Intercourfe  with  other 
Countries— ^Produce  and  Manners— Attempt  to  penetrate  fartbet 
into  the  Defert"— Return. 


T 


H£  information  I  had  obtained  in  Alexandria  having  in- 
duced me  to  refolve  on  attempting  to  explore  the  veftiges  of 
the  Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon  from  that  place,  I  procured  a 
proper  perfon  as  interpreter,  and  made  the  neceflary  arrange- 
ments with  fome  Arabs,  who  are  employed  in  tranfporting 
through  the  defert,  dates  and  other  articles,  between  Siwa  (a 
fmall  town  to  the  weftward)  and  Alexandria,  to  convey  my 
baggage  and  provifions,  and  to  procure  for  me  a  fecure  paffagc 
among  the  other  tribes  of  Arabs,  who  feed  their  flocks  at  this 
feafon  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coaft.  In  this  I  was  much  aflifted 
by  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  readily  entered  into  my  views,  and  ufed 
all  the  means  in  his  power  to  promote  their  fuccefs. 

When  the  Arabs  had  finifhed  the  bufmefs  on  which  they 
came  to  the  city,  and  had  fixed  on  an  hour,  as  they  thought, 
aufpicious  to  travellers,  they  made  ready  for  departure;  and  on 

Friday, 
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Friday,  24th  February  1792,  we  left  Alexandria.  The  inciina- 
tions  of  my  condudlors  were  in  unifon  with  miae,  in  the  choice 
of  a  route ;  for  they  preferred  that  neareft  the  fea,  for  the  fake 
of  forage  for  their  camels,  which  abounds  more  there  than  in 
the  dired  road;  and  I  preferred  it,  as  being  the  fame  that 
Alexander  had  chofen  for  the  march  of  his  army. 

« 

We  travelled  the  firft  day  only  about  eight  miles*,  in  which 
fpace  fcpveral  foundations  of  buildings  are  difcoverablc}  but  fg 
imperfed  are  the  remains,  that  it  is  not  poflible  to  fay  whether 
they  were  antient  or  modern,  or  to  what  purpofe  they  might 
have  been  applied.  From  that  time  till  Sunday,  4th  March,  our 
route  lay  along  the  coaft,  and  we  were  never  long  together  out 
of  fight  of  the  fea.  The  coaft  is  plain  ;  and  after  having  left 
the  neighbourhood  of  Alexandria,  where  it  is  rocky,  the  foil  is 
generally  fmooth  and  fandy.  Many  fpots  of  verdure,  particur 
larly  at  this  feafon,  relieve  the  eye  from  the  effejfl  of  general 
barrennefs :  and  though  the  v^etation  be  very  inconfiderable^ 
the  greater  part  of  it  confifting  only  of  different  kinds  of.  the 
graffwort,  or  kali,  it  offers  a  feafonable  relief  to  the  fuffering 
camel.  For  our  horfes  we  were  obliged  to  carry  a  conftant 
fupply  of  barley  and  cut  ftraw. 

There  are  feveral  kinds  of  preferved  meat  prepared  among 
the  orientals  for  long  journies.  They  obviate  the  inconveniency 
of  fait  provifion  by  ufing  clarified  butter.  The  kind  moft  ufed 
is  called  milbli^  and  will  keep  good  for  many  years.  It  is 
brought  from  Weftern  Barbary  to  Kahira. 

*  The  miles  fpoktn  of  are  always  geographkal. 

In 


i6  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

In  tEe  places^  where  we  generally  refted  are  found  the  jerboa, 
the  tcrtoife,  the  lizard,  and  fome  ferpents,  but  not  in  great 
number.  There  is  ^Ifo  an  immenfe  quantity  of  fnaUs  attached 
to  the  thorny  plants  on  which  the  cameb  feed  Thefe  the 
Arabft  frequently  eat.  Very  few  birds  were  vifible  in  this 
quarter,  except  of  the  marine  kind.     One  of  our  party  killed  a 

fmall  hawk,  which  was  the  only  one  I  faw.     Near  the  few 

•  •  •  ... 

Iprings  of  water  are  found  wild  rabbits,  which  in  Arabic  they 
idifltnguifh  by  the  fame  name  as  the  hare,  ( vvyf )  and  the 
track  of  the  Antelope  and  the  oft  rich  are  frequently  difeoverable* 
We  pafffed  no  day  without  bdng  incommoded  with  frequent 
(bowers;  and  generally  a  cold  wind  from  north*-weft  and  north*- 
weft  by  nokh.  Several  fm^H  parties  of  Bedouins,  who  were 
feeding  a  feW  goats,  flieep,^^  and  afl^s,  were  encamped  in  the 
road,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  Mareotrs,  now  dry.  Such 
of  them  as  were  the  friendi'df  ourconduftor  received  us  with 
every  maA  of  hostility  and  krndnefe ;  and  regaled  us  with 

f  *  •  »  p  » 

wilk,  dates,  arid'  bread  newly  baked.  One  parfyi  indeed,  be- 
came  contemious  for  a  prefent,  or  tribttte  oh  ^ffing ;  but  being 
in  no  condition  to  enforce  their  demand,  it  was  after  a  time  re^ 
linqu!fHed.  :  *        -      .  "  '  ' 


•♦  I 


On  Sunday  the  4th^  having  travelled  about  fix  hours,  we 
came  to  a  well  where  was  a  copious  fupply  of  water;  and 
having  given  the  camels  time  to  drink,  we  left  the  coaft,  and 
proceeded  in  a  fbuth-weft  dirediion.  From  Alexandria  to  this 
well,  the  thne  employed  in  motion  was  feyenty-five  hours 
and  an  half,  or  nearly  fo.  Thence  to  Siwa,  there  being  little 
or  no  water,  we  were  obliged  to  ufe  all  pebble  diligence  in 

the 
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the  route.  Our  arrival  there  happened  on  Friday  the  9th,  at 
eight  in  the  eyening.  The  fpace  of  time  we  were  adoally 
traTdltng  from  the  coaft,  was  fixty  two  hours  and  a  quarter. 
The  road  &om  the  fliorc  inward  to  Siwa  is  perfedly  barren, 
confifting  wholly  of  rocks  and  fand,  among  which  talc  is  found 
in  great  abundance.  On  Wednefday  the  7th,  at  night,  we  had 
reached  a  fmall  village  called  jAJuo)!  ^I  ij\3  Karet-am-elSogheir: 
it  is  a  miferable  place,  the  buildings  being  chiefly  of  clay ;  and 
the  people  remaricably  poor  and  dirty.  It  aflbrded  the  feafon* 
able  relief  of  frefh  water,  a  fmall  quantity  of  mutton,  (for  the 
Shech  el  Bellad  was  kind  enough  to  kill  a  fheep,  in  return  for 
fome  trifling  prefents  which  were  made  him,)  and  wood  to 
dreis  pilau,  from  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  abftain  (ince 
leaving  the  coaft.  This  village  is  independent,  and  its  environs 
aflford  nothing  but  dates,  in  which  even  the  camels  and  aflfes  of 
this  quarter  are  accuftomed  to  find  their  nourifhment. 

For  about  a  mile  and  an  half  from  Karet-am-el  Sogheir  the 
country  is  fprinkled  with  date  trees,  and  fome  water  is  found. 
After  which  it  again  becomes  perfedly  defert,  confiding  of  the 
fame  mountains  of  fand  and  barren  rock,  as  before  remarked^ 
for  the  fpace  of  about  five  hours  travelling.  Then  we  were 
employed  for  more  than  eight  hours  in  pafling  an  extenfive 
plain  of  barren  fand,  which  was  fucceeded  by  other  low  hilla 
and  rocks.  I  obferved,  through  a  large  portion  of  the  road, 
that  the  furface  of  the  earth  is  perfedtly  covered  with  fait. 

We  at  length  came  to  Siwa,  which  anfwers  the  defcription 
given  of  the  Oafes,  as  being  a  fmall  fertile  fpot,  furrounded  on 

D  all 
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all  (ides  by  defert  land.  It  was  about  half  an  hour  from  the 
time  of  our  entrance  on  this  territory,  by  a  path  furroundecf 
with  date  trees,  that  we  came  to  the  town,  which  gives  name 
to  the  diflri£t.  We  difmounted,  and  feated  ourfelves,  as  is 
ufual  for  ftrangers  in  this  country,  on  a  misjed^  or  place  ufed 
for  prayer,  adjoining  the  tomb  of  a  Marabut^  or  holy  perfon. 
In  a  fhort  time  the  chiefs  came  to  congratulate  us  on  our  arrival, 
with  the  grave  but  fimple  ceremony  that  is  in  general  ufe  among 
the  Arabs.  They  then  conducted  us  to  an  apartment,  which, 
though  not  very  commodious,  was  the  bed  they  were  provided 
with ;  and  after  a  fhort  interval,  a  large  diih  of  rice  and  fome 
boiled  meat  were  brought ;  the  Shechs  attending  while  the  com- 
pany was  ferved,  which  confifted  of  my  interpreter,  our  con- 
dudor,  two  other  Bedouins  our  companions,  and  myfelf» 

I  fhould  here  mention  that  my  attendants,  finding  reafon  tq 
fear  that  the  reception  of  a  Frank,  as  fuch,  would  not  be  very 
favourable,  had  thought  proper  to  make  me  pafs  for  a  Mamluk. 
Not  having  had  any  intimation  of  this  till  it  was  too  late,  and 
unable  as  I  then  was  to  converfe  in  Arabic,  it  was  almoft  im- 
poffible  to  remain  undifcovered.  Our  arrival  happening  before 
the  evening  prayer,  when  the  people  of  the  place  difpofed  them* 
felves  to  devotion,  in  the  obfervance  of  which  they  are  very 
rigorous,  it  was  remarked  that  I  did  not  join.  This  alone  was 
fufficient  to  create  fufpicions,  and  the  next  morning  my  inter- 
preter was  obliged  to  explain.  The  Shechs  feemed  furprifed  at 
a  Chriftian  having  penetrated  thus  far,  with  fome  expence  and 
difficulty,  and  apparently  without  having  any  urgent  bufinefs 

to  tranfad.    But  all,  except  one  of  them,  were  difpofed  to  con- 
ciliation] 
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ciiiation  j  inclined  thereto,  no  doubt,  by  a  prefent  of  fome  ufeful 
articles  that  had  been  brought  for  them.  I'his  one  was,  with 
the  herd  of  the  people,  violently  exafperated  at  the  infolence  of 
an  unbeliever,  in  perfonating  and  wearing  the  drefs  of  a  Moham- 
medan. At  firft  they  infifted  on  my  inftant  return,  or  immedi- 
ate  converfion  to  the  true  faith ;  and  threatened  to  afTault  the 
houfc,  if  compliance  with  thefe  terms  (hould  be  refufed.  After 
much  altercation,  and  loud  vociferations,  the  more  moderate 
gained  fo  far  by  their  remonftrances,  that  it  was  permitted  I 
fhould  remain  there  two  or  three  days  to  reft.  But  fo  little 
were  the  chiefs  able  to  keep  peace,  that  during  the  two  days 
enfuing,  whenever  I  quitted  my  apartment,  it  was  only  to  be 
afTailed  with  ftones,  and  a  torrent  of  abufive  language.  The 
time  that  had  been  allowed  me  to  reft  operated  favourably  for 
my  intereft,  at  leaft  with  the  chiefs,  though  the  populace  con- 
tinued fomewhat  intractable.  For  the  former  were  contented 
on  the  fourth  day  to  permit  me  to  walk,  and  obferve  what  was 
remarkable  in  the  place. 

•  ■ 

We  left  our  apartment  at  day-break,  before  any  great  num- 
ber of  people  was  aflembled ;  and  having  taken  with  me  fuch 
inftruments  as  I  was  provided  with,  we  pafled  along  fome  fhady 
paths,  between  the  gardens,  till  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
miles  we  arrived  at  what  they  called  the  ruins,  or  birbe.  I  was 
greatly  furprifed  at  finding  myfelf  near  a  building  of  undoubted 
antiquity,  and,  though  fms^l^  in  every  view  worthy  of  remark. 
It  was  a  fmgle  apartment,  built  of  maffy  ftones,  of  the  fame 
kind  as  thofe  of  which  the  pyramids  confift;  and  covered  ori- 
ginally with  fix  large  and  folid  blocks,  that  reach  from  one  wall 
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to  the  other.  The  length  I  found  thirty-two  feet  La  the  clear; 
the  height  about  eighteen,  the  width  fifteen.  A  gate,  fituated 
at  one  extremity,  forms  the  principal  entrance ;  and  two  doors, 
alfo  near  that  extremity,  open  oppoflte  to  each  other.  The 
other  end  is  quite  ruinous;  but,  judging  from  circumftances,  it 
may  be  imagined  that  the  building  has  never  been  much  larger 
than  it  now  is.  There  is  no  appearance  of  any  other  edifice 
having  been  attached  to  it,  and  the  lefs  fo  as  there  are  remains 
of  fculpture  on  the  exterior  of  the  walls.  In  the  interior  are 
three  rows  of  emblematical  figures,  apparently  defigned  to  repre« 
fent  a  proceflion :  and  the  fpace  between  them  is  filled  with 
hieroglyphic  characters,  properly  fo  called.  The  fofiit  is  alfo 
adorned  in  the  fame  manner,  but  one  of  the  ftones  which 
formed  it  is  fallen  within,  and  breaks  the  connexion.  The 
other  five  remain  entire.  The  fculpture  is  fufficiently  diflin- 
guifhable ;  and  even  the  colours  in  fome  places  remain.  The 
foil  around  feems  to  indicate  that  other  buildings  have  once 
exifted  near  the  place ;  the  materials  of  which  either  time  has 
levelled  with  the  foil,  or  the  natives  have  applied  to  other  pur- 
pofes.  I  obferved,  indeed,  fome  hewn  (lones  wrought  in  the 
walls  of  the  modern  buildings,  but  was  unable  to  identify  them 
by  any  marks  of  fculpture. 

It  was  mentioned  to  me  that  there  were  many  other  ruins 
near  j  but  after  walking  for  fome  time  where  they  were  de- 
fcribed  to  be,  and  obferving  that  they  pointed  out  as  ruins  what 
were  in  fa£t  only  rough  ftones,  apparently  detached  firom  the 
rock,  I  returned  fatigued  and  diflatisfied.  The  Shechs  had 
provided  for  us  a  dinner  in  a  garden,  where  we  were  un- 
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molefted  by  iatniders ;  and  the  fun  being  then  near  the  meridian, 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  obferving  its  altitude  by  means  of  an 
artificial  horizon.  Th^y  who  are  bell  verfed  in  thefe  matters 
will  be  fiu:  from  thinking  this  the  moil  accurate  method  of  de^* 
termining  the  latitude.  But  the  refult  was  not  materially  dif- 
ferent, though  in  the  fequel  I  repeated  my  obfervation.  It  gave 
N.  L.  29''  12',  and  a  firaftion : — the  long.  E.  F.  /^  54'. 

The  following  day  I  was  led  to  fome  apartments  cut  in  the 
rock,  which  had  the  appearance  of  places  of  fepulture.  They 
are  without  ornament  or  infcription,  but  have  been  hewn  with 
fome  labour.  They  appear  all  to  have  been  opened  j  and  now 
contain  nothing  that  can  with  certainty  point  out  the  ufe  to 
which  they  may  have  been  originally  applied.  Yet  there  are 
many  parts  of  human  fcuUs,  and  other  bones,  with  fragments 
of  ikin,  and  even  of  hair,  attached  to  them.  All  thefe  have 
undergone  the  a&ion  of  fire :  but  whether  they  are  the  remains 
of  bodies,  repofited  there  by  a  people  in  the  habit  of  burning 
the  dead,  or  whether  they  have  been  burned,  in  this  their  de- 
tached ftate,  by  the  prefent  inhabitants,  it  muft  now  be  difiicult 
to  affirm.  Yet  the  fize  of  the  catacombs  would  induce  the  be<> 
lief  that  they  were  defigned  for  bodies  in  an  unmutilated  flate ; 
the  proportions  being,  length  twelve  feet,  width  fix,  height 
about  fix.  The  number  of  thefe  caverns  may  amount  to  thirty, 
or  more. 

Having  found  a  monument  fo  evidently  Egyptian  in  this  re- 
mote quarter,  I  had  the  greater  hope  of  meeting  with  fome- 
thing  more  confiderable  by  going  farther ;  or  of  being  able  to 
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gain  fome  information  from  the  natives,  or  the  Arabs,  that 
.  would  fix  exadlly  the  pofition  of  the  remains,  if  any  fuch  there 
were,  of  the  far-famed  Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon*  The  people 
of  Siwa  have  communications  equally  with  Egypt  and  Fezzan, 
and  the  wandering  Arabs  pafs  the  defert  in  all  diredlions,  in 
their  vifits  to  that  fmall  territory,  where  they  are  furnifhed  at  a 
cheaper  rate  with  many  articles  of  food  than  they  can  be  in  the 
towns  of  Egypt.  They  pafs  thither  from  Elwah,  from  Feium, 
and  the  diftriA  of  Thebes,  from  Fezzan,  from  Tripoli,  from 
Kahira,  and  from  Alexandria.  It  feemed  therefore  unlikely 
that  any  confiderable  ruins  fhould  exift  within  three  or  four 
days  of  Siwa,  and  unknown  to  them ;  ftill  lefs  fo  that  they 
ihould  be  ignorant  of  any  fertile  fpot,  where  might  be  found 
water,  fruits,  and  other  acceptable  refrefliments. 

I  therefore,  by  means  of  my  interpreter,  whom  I  had  always 
found  honeft  in  his  report,  and  attentive  to  my  wifhes,  coUedled 
three  of  the  Shechs  who  had  (hewn  themfelves  moft  friendly  to 
us,  with  my  condudlor,  and  two  other  Arabs  who  happened  to 
be  there.  They  entered  freely  into  converfation  about  the 
roads,  and  defcribed  what  was  kliown  to  them  of  Elwah,  Fez- 
zan, and  other  places.  But  in  the  diredlion  laid  down  for  the 
fite  of  the  temple,  they  declared  themfelves  ignorant  of  any 
fuch  remains.  I  inquired  for  a  place  of  the  name  of  Santrieb^ 
but  of  this  too  they  profefTed  their  ignorance.  Then,  faid  I, 
if  you  know  of  no  place  by  the  name  I  have  mentioned,  and  of 
no  ruins  in  the  diredlion  or  at  the  diflance  defcribed,  do  you 
know  of  no  ruins  whatever  farther  to  the  weflward  or  fouth* 
wefl  ?   Yes,  fsud  one  of  themi  there  is  a  place  called  Arafcbie^ 
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where  are  ruins,  but  you  cannot  go  to  them,  for  it  is  furrounded 
by  water,  and  there  are  no  boats.  He  then  entered  into  an 
enchanted  hiftory  of  this  place ;  and  concluded  with  difluading 
me  from  going  there.  I  foon  found,  from  the  defcription,  that 
Arafcbii  was  not  the  Oafis  of  Ammon,  but  conceiving  it 
fomething  gained  to  pafs  fartlier  weft,  and  that  poflibly  fome 
objea  might  eventually  offer  itfelf  that  would  lead  to  farther 
difcovery,  I  determined,  if  it  were  pofTible,  to  proceed  thither. 

For  this  purpofe  we  were  obliged  to  ufe  all  poflible  fecrecy, 
as  the  Siwefe  were  bent  on  oppofing  our  farther  progrefs.  An 
agreement  was  therefore  made  with  two  perfons  of  the  poorer 
clafs  of  the  natives,  for  a  few  zecchins,  that  they  fhould  con- 
dudl  us  to  Arafcbte\  and  if  what  we  fought  for  was  not  there 
found,  that  they  fhould,  on  leaving  it,  proceed  with,  us  to  the 
firft  watering-place  that  they  knew  directly  to  the  fouthward. 
The  remainder  of  the  time  I  ftayed  at  Siwa  was  employed  in 
combating  the  difficulties  that  were  raifed  about  our  departure ; 
and  it  was  not  till  Monday,  1 2th  March,  that  we  were  enabled 
to  commence  our  journey  weft. 

The  Oafis  which  contains  the  town  Siwa,  is  about  fix  miles 
long,  and  four  and  a  half  or  five  wide.  A  large  proportion  of 
this  fpace  is  filled  with  date  trees ;  but  there  are  alfo  pomegra- 
nates, figs,  and  olives,  apricots  and  plantains  ^  and  the  gar- 
dens are  remarkable  flourifhing.  They  cultivate  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  rice,  which,  however,  is  of  a  reddifh  hue,  and 
different  from  that  of  the  Delta.  The  remainder  of  the  culti- 
vable land  fumifhes  wheat  enough  for  the  confumption  of  the 
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inhabitants.  Water,  both  fait  and  frefh,  abounds;  but  the 
fprings  which  furnifh  the  latter  are  moft  of  them  tepid ;  and 
fuch  is  the  nature  of  the  water,  air,  and  other  circumftances, 
that  ftrangers  are  often  affedled  with  agues  and  malignant 
fevers.  One  of  thofe  fprings,  which  rifes  near  the  building  de- 
fcribed,  is  obferved  by  the  natives  to  be  fometimes  cold  and 
fometimes  warm. 

I  had  been  incommoded  by  the  cold  in  the  way,  but  in  the 
town  I  found  the  heat  opprefiive,  though  thus  early  in  the  fea- 
fon.  The  government  is  in  the  hands  of  four  or  five  Shechs, 
three  of  whom  in  my  time  were  brothers,  which  induced  me 
to  fuppofe  that  their  dignity  was  hereditary ;  but  the  inform- 
ation I  received  rather  imported  that,  oftenfibly,  the  maxim  detur 
digniori  was  obferved  in  the  election,  though,  in  fad,  the  party 
each  was  able  to  form  among  the  people,  was  the  real  caufe  of 
his  advancement.  Theie  parties,  as  well  as  the  Shechs,  are 
continually  oppofed  to  each  other,  which  renders  it  difficult  to 
carry  any  meafure  of  public  utility.  The  Shechs  perform  the 
office  of  Cadi,  and  have  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  entirely  in 
their  own  hands.  But  though  external  refpedl  is  Ihewn  them, 
they  have  not  that  preponderating  influence  that  is  required  for 
the  prefervation  of  public  order.  On  the  ffightefl:  grounds  arms 
are  taken  up ;  and  the  hollile  families  fire  on  each  other  in  the 
flreet,  and  from  the  houfes.  I  obferved  many  individuals  who 
bore  the  marks  of  thefe  inteftine  wars  on  their  bodies  and  limbs* 
Perhaps  too  it  is  to  the  debility  of  the  executive  power  that  we 
are  to  attribute  fome  crimes,  that  feem  almoft  exclufively  to  be- 
long to  a  different  flate  of  fociety.   While  I  was  there,  a  newly 
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bom  infant  was  found  murdered,  having  been  thrown  from  the 
top  of  a  houfe.  I  underftood  that  thefe  accidents  were  not  un* 
frequent.  It  would  feem  an  indirect  proof  of  iibertinifm  in  the 
women,  which,  however,  no  other  circumftance  led  me  to  fup* 
pofe«  Inquiry  was  inilituted,  but  no  means  offering  to  identify 
the  perpetrator  of  the  crime,  the  matter  was  dropped.  The 
complexion  of  the  people  is  generally  darker  than  that  of  the 
Egyptians.  Their  dialed  is  alfo  different.  They  are  not  in  the 
habitual  ufe  either  of  coffee  or  tobacco.  Their  k€t  is  that  of 
Malik.  The  drefs  of  the  lower  clafs  is  very  fimple,  they  being 
almpft  naked :  among  thofe  whofe  coftume  was  difcerhible,  it 
approaches  nearer  to  that  of  the  Arabs  of  the  defert,  than  of  the 
Egyptians  or  M(Wrs«  Their  clothing  coniifts  of  a  ihirt  of  wixtte 
cotton,  with  large  fleeves,  and  reaching  to  the  feet;  a  red  Tuni^ 
-fine  cap,  without  a  tiirban-;  and  fhoes  of  the  fame  colour.  .  la 
•warm  weather  they  commonly  caft  on  the  fhoulder  a  Uiie  and 
white  cloth,  called  in  Egypt  melaye ;  and  in  winter  they"  are  dcr 
fended  from  the  cold  by  an  ibbram^  or  blanket.  The  lift  of 
their  houfehold  furniture  is  very  Oiort;  fome  earthen  ware 
made  by  themfelves,  and  a  few  mats,  form  the  chief  part  of  it, 
none  but  the  richer  order  beifig  [loffeffed  of  copper  utenfils. 
They  occaiionally  purchafe  a;  few  (laves  from'. the  Murzouk 
caravan.  The  remainder  of  their  wants  is  fupplied  from  Kidiira 
or  Alexandria,  whither  their  dates  are .  traniported,  both  in  a 
dry  fiate,  and  beaten  into  a  mafs,  which  when  good  in  ibme 
degree  refembles  a  fweet  meat.  They  eat  no  large  quantity  of 
animal  food ;  and  bread  of  the  kind  known  to  us  is  uncommon. 
Flit  cakes,  without  leaven,  kneaded,  and  then  half  baked,  form 
part  of  their  nourifhment.     The  remainder  coniifts  of  thin 
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iheets  of  pafte,  fried  in  the  oil  of  the  palm  tree,  rice,  milk, 
dates,  &c.  They  drink  in  great  quantities  the  liquor  extracted 
from  the  date  tree,  which  they  term  date-tree  water^  though  it 
have  often,  in  the  ftate  they  drink  it,  the  power  of  inebriating. 
Their  domeftic  animals  are,  the  hairy  fheep  and  goat  of  Egypt, 
the  afs,  and  a  very  fmall  number  of  oxen  and  camels.  The 
women  are  veiled,  as  in  Egypt.  After  the  rains  the  ground  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Siwa  is  covered  with  fait  for  many 
weeks. 

Having  left  our  temporary  refidence,  we  proceeded,  myfelf 
and  my  interpreter  on  horfeback,  our  original  condu&or  on 
foot,  and  the  two  men  we  had  hired  each  on  an  afs :  but  we 
had  not  gone  far,  before  one  of  the  latter  told  us  that  it  would 
be  neceffary  to  return,  as  the  people  of  the  town  were  in  pur- 
fuit  of  us,  and  would  not  permit  us  to  go  and  diilnter  the  trea- 
fures  of  Arafchi^ 

We  neverthelefs '  continued  our  journey  for  two  days,  with- 
out any  particular  moleftation ;  in  conftant  alarm  indeed,  from 
the  pretended  vicinity  of  hoftile  tribes,  but  without  adlually 
feeing  any.  At  the  end  of  that  time  we  arrived  at  the  place 
defcribed  to  us.  It  is  not  far  from  the  plain  of  Gegabib  ^.  I 
found  it  an  ifland,  in  the  middle  of  a  fmall  lake  of  fait  water, 
which  contained  mislhapen  rocks  in  abundance,  but  nothing 
that  I  could  pofitively  decide  to  be  ruins;  nor  indeed  vras  it 
very  likely  that  any  fuch  fhould  be  found  there,  the  fpot  being 
entirely  deftitute  of  trees  and  freih  water.     Yet  I  had  the 

*  See  Major  Rennerg  map. 

curiofity 


! 


EGYPT,    AND    SYRIA.  «; 

euriofity  to  approach  nearer  to  thefe  imaginary  ruins;  and 
accordingly  forced  my  horfe  into  the  lake.  He,  from  fatigue 
and  weaknefs,  or  original  inability  to  fwim,  foon  found  himfelf 
entangled,  and  could  not  keep  his  head  above  water.  I  fell 
with  him,  and  was  unable  immediately  to  detach  myfelf :  at 
length,  when  I  found  myfelf  again  on  dry  ground,  the  circum- 
ftances  I  was  under  prevented  me  from  making  further  ob* 
fervation  on  this  ifland  and  lake. 

After  having  vifited  this  place,  we  continued  our  journey 
fouth,  according  to  the  agreement  made  with  our  guides,  but 
found  the  purfuit  equally  fruitlefs.     After  having,  at  the  end  of 
the  third  day,  arrived  in  lat.  28.  40.  or  nearly  fo,  we  became 
much  diflrefled  for  water.     We  remained  a  whole  night  in 
fufpenfe  concerning  our  deftiny,  when  at  length  a  fupply  of 
this  neceflary  refrefhment  was  found.     Not  having,  however, 
difcovered  any  thing  that  bore  the  lead  refemblance  to  the 
objeft  of  our  fearch,  we  were  obliged  to  think  of  returning,  as 
well  from  the  importunity  of  the  Arabs,   as  from  our  own 
fatigue  and  unpleafant  fenfations.     We  did   fo,    and   having 
fallen  into  the  ftrait  road  from  Siwa  to  Alexandria,  we  arrived 
at  the  latter  place,,  without  any  new  occurrence,  on  Monday, 
2d  April  1792. 

I  had  been  much  indifpofed  vnth  a  fever  and  dyfentery, 
apparently  caufed  by  drinking  brackifh  water ;  and  for  the  latter 
part  of  the  time  was  utterly  incapable  of  making  obfervations, 
having  been  obliged  to  continue  proftrate  on  a  cameL 
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After  leaving  Siwa  to  go  to  Arafchi6,  at  about  fix  miles  from 
the  former,  we  paffed  a  fmall  building  of  the  Doric  order,  ap- 
parently defigned  for  a  temple.  There  either  has  been  no 
infcription  on  it,  or  it  is  now  obliterated.  But  the  proportions 
are  thofe  of  the  beft  age  of  architedure,  though  the  materials  are 
ordinary,  being  only  a  calcareous  ilone,  full  of  marine  fpoils. 

The  ruin  at  Siwa  refembles  too  exadly  thofe  of  the  Upper 
Egypt,  to  leave  a  doubt  that  it  was  eredled  and  adorned  by  the 
fame  intelligent  race  of  men.  The  figures  of  Ifis  and  Anubis 
are  confpicuous  among  the  fculptures;  and  the  proportions 
are  thofe  of  the  Egyptian  temples,  though  in  miniature.  The 
rocks,  which  I  faw  in  the  neighbourhood,  being  of  a  landy 
fl:one,  bear  fo  little  refemblance  to  that  which  is  employed  in 
this  fabric,  that  I  am  inclined  to  belieye  the  materials  cannot  have 
been  prepared  on  the  fpot.  The  people  of  Siwa  feem  to  have  no 
tradition  concerning  this  edifice,  nor  to  attribute  to  it  any  quality, 
but  that  of  concealing  treafures,  and  being  the  haunt  of  demons. 

The  diftancc  between  Siwa .  and  Derna,  on  the  coaft,  is  faid 
to  be  thirteen  or  fourteen  days  journey ;  from  Siwa  to  Kahira, 
twelve  days ;  and  the  fame  from  Siwa  to  Charje,  the  principal 
village  of  Elwah. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  an  opinion  has  been  communi- 
cated to  me,  that  Siwa  is  the  Siropum  mentioned  by  Ptolemy, 
and  that  the  building  defcribed  was  probably  coeval  with  the 
Temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  and  a  dependency  thereon  *.     The 

*  D'Anville  with  equal  probability  fuppofes  Siwa  to  be  Mareotis. 
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difcovery  of  that  celebrated  fane,  therefore,  yet  remains  to  re« 
ward  the  toil  of  the  adventurous,  or  to  baffle  the  refearch  of 
the  inquifitive.  It  may  ftill  furvive  the  lapfe  of  ages,  yet  re- 
main unknown  to  the  Arabs,  who  traverfe  the  wide  expanfe 
of  the  defert ;  but  fuch  a  circumftance  is  fcarcely  probable.  It 
may  be  completely  overwhelmed  in  the  fand;  but  this  is 
hardly  within  the  compafs  of  belief. 
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CHAP.    III. 

FROM  ALEXANDRIA  TO  RASHID. 

AbU'-kir— Fertility  of  the  Country — Defcription  of, Rq/bid^— Journey 

to  Terane — Fue-^^Deirut  and  DemenbHr. 

x\rTER  a  month,  pafTed  in  recovering  from  the  efiedls  of  the 
journey  to  the  weft  ward,  I  prepared  for  leaving  Alexandria. 
For  many  days  boats  could  not  pafs  to  Rafhid  from  the  con- 
trary winds,  and  I  conftantly  preferred  going  by  land,  as 
affording  the  means  of  more  frequent  and  interefting  obferva- 
tion.  Reports  were  fpread,  of  the  road  being  infefted  by 
Bedouins ;  but  I  chofe  rather  to  encounter  a  flight  danger,  than 
omit  feeing  what  might  offer  of  the  country.  Accordingly,  on 
the  I  ft  of  May,  I  commenced  my  journey  to  Rafliid.  We 
were  near  four  hours  in  reaching  the  village  called  jaS^A  Abu-kir, 
on  horfeback. 

The  road,  for  about  two  miles  after  leaving  the  gate  of 
Rafhid,  is  marked  by  many  veftiges  of  buildings,  but  nothing 
worth  obferving.  There  arc  alfo  many  date  trees  fcattered 
round  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  canal,  and  vegetation  enough 
to  ferve  for  food  for  the  fmall  flocks  of  the  city.  About  two 
miles  from  Abu-kir  are  the  ruins  of  a  town,  clofe  to  the  fea, 
and  a  part  of  them  under  water.     There  are  alfo  fome  remains 
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of  columns.  This  is  what  has  been  remarked  as  the  Tapofiris 
parva  of  antiquity.  Abu-kir  is  a  village,  confiding  of  few  in- 
habitants. There  is  near  it,  however,  a  fmall  port,  and  on 
the  point  of  land  which  forms  it,  a  fortrefs,  but  of  little  ftrength. 
A  Tforbafhi  refides  there,  with  a  few  foldiers.  He  collects  a 
toll  from  thofe  who  pafs  the  ferry  near  it.  It  is  a  place  of  no 
trade,  and  veffels  that  frequent  it  come  there  chiefly  for  the 
purpofe  of  avoiding  bad  weather.  We  were  eight  hours  and 
a  half  in  reaching  Rafhid,  exclufively  of  the  time  taken  up  in 
croffing  two  ferries.  The  latter  part  of  the  road,  from  the  fea- 
fide  to  Rafhid,  has  been  all  marked  with  fhort  columns  of  burned 
brick,  at  certain  diftances  from  each  other. 

The  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country  round  Rafhid  de- 
fences all  the  prdfe  that  has  been  given  it.     The  eye  is  not,  in- 
deed, gratified  with  the  romantic  views,  flowing  lines,  the  mix- 
ture of  plain  and  mountain,  nor  that  univerfal  verdure  that  is 
to  be  obferved  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  or  the  Danube.     But 
his  tafle  is  poor  who  would  reduce  all  kinds  of  pidlurefque 
^)eauty  to  one  criterion.     To  me,  after  being  wearied  with  the 
fandy  drynefs  of  the  barren  diftridk  to  the  weft,  the  vegetable 
foil  of  Rafhid,  filled  with  every  produ£tion  necefTary  for  the 
fuftenance,  or  flattering  to  the  luxury  of  man,  the  rice  fields 
covering  the  fuperficies  with  verdure,  the  orange  groves  exhal- 
ing aromatic  odours,  the  date  trees  formed  into  an  umbrageous 
roof  over  the  head ;  fhall  I  fay  the  mofques  and  the  tombs, 
which,  though  wholly  incompatible  with  the  rules  of  archi- 
tedure,  yet  grave  and  fimple  in  the  flrudhire,  are  adapted  to 
£11  the  mind  with  pleafing  ideas ;  and  above  all,  the  unruffled 
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weight  of  waters  of  the  majedic  Nile,  relu^ntly  defcending  to 
the  fea,  where  its  own  vaft  tide,  after  pervading  and  fertilizing 
fo  long  a  tra£t,  is  to  be  loft  in  the  general  mafs :  thefe  objeds 
filled  me  with  ideas,  which^  if  not  great  or  fublime,  were  cer«- 
tainly  among  the  mod  fbothing  and  tranquil  that  have  ever 

There  ar^  fome  few  remains  of  antiquity  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Rafliid,  though  the  city  itfelf  be  modern.  The  caftle 
of  Abu-Mandik  (lands  about  twa  miles  from  it,  higher  up  the 
Nile,  in  a  fituation  very  pidurefque,  as  is  feen  by  many  draw- 
ings of  it  extant  in  £urope.  Columns  are  frequently  dug  up 
here.  My  arrival  at  Ra(hid  happened  in  the  month  Ramadan, 
a  time  when  it  is  particularly  cheerftiL  The  populace  there 
are  efteemed  more  quiet,  and  better  difpofed  to  civility  than 
thofe  of  Alexandria  or  Kahira« 

The  city  of  Rafhxd  is  built  in  an  oblong  irregular  form*  It 
has  no  walls  nor  fortrefs.  Its  population  is  confiderable; 
among  wluch  are  fome  Franks,  and  many  Greeks,  The  com- 
merce is  principally  the  carrying  trade  between  Kahira  and 
Alexandria.  There  is  a  cotton  manufa^ure,  but  confined  to 
home  confumption.  Acrofs  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  below 
Rafhid,  is  a  bar  which  renders  navigation  perilous,  goods  being 
obliged  to  be  brought  in  boats  of  a  particular  form  from  Kahira, 
aiid  embarked  in  others  of  a  difierent  defcription  fot  Alexandria. 
Great  damage  is  fuftained  by  the  boat9  ftriking  on  the  banks  iu 
entering  the  river,  in  which  cafe  they  are  commonly  overfet 
and  funk;  and  it  would  be  eafy  to  iniUtute  an  office  of  in- 
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iurance  at  Kahira,  for  goods  coming  by  Rafliid.  One  half  per 
cent  would  be  a  fufiicient  rate ;  but  it  would  be  neceflary  that 
a  perfon  fhould  infpe6:  the  jerms,  or  boats,  at  Rafhid,  as  the 
hoatmen  are  fuch  knaves  that  they  will  overfet  the  veOfel,  on 
purpbfe  afterwards  to  get  at  the  goods  under  water. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve,  that  though,  during 
the  rife  of  the  Nile,  the  water  runs  through  feveral  fmall  canals; 
yet  the  real  mouths,  prefenting  a  conftant  ftream,  are  but  two, 
thofe  of  Rafhid  and  Damiatt. 

Rafhid  is  governed  by  an  inferior  officer,  appointed  by  the 
Beys.  All  this  diftrid:  is  under  the  jurifdiaion  of  Murad 
Bey.     Property  is  fecure  from  all  plunderers,  except  the  Beys. 

At  Rafhid  are  many  learned  men ;  that  is,  fkilled  in  Moham« 
medan  theology  and  cafuiftry.  Thefe  Shechs  pafs  their  lives  in 
great  tranquillity,  preferving  an  apathy  completely  floicaL 
Their  chief  amufement  is  to  fit  in  their  gardens,  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  fmoking  and  converfing. 

After  flaying  five  days  to  fee  the  place.  May  6th,  I  embarked 
with  a  view  of  proceeding  to  Teran€.  It  was  my  intention  to 
have  gone  by  land,  but  the  perfons  to  whom  I  had  recourfe  for 
information  could  not  perfuade  themfelves  that  there  was  any 
fecurity  in  that  route  at  the  moment. 

The  produftion  called  Natr6n,  efforts  to  introduce  which  into 
general  ufe  in  Europe  have  more  than  once  been  made,  was  at 
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that  time  btcoming  a  confHlerable  article  of  export ;  and  I  felt 
fome  curiofity  to  obferve  the  produd^ion  in  its  nafcent  ftate. 
Terahe  is  the  place  neareft  the  lakes^  and  therefore  I  chofe  it  as 
a  point  of  departure^  We  proceeded  as  far  as  the  canal  of 
Menuf  with  a  fair  wind.  Beyond  this  a  loaded  boat  of  any 
fize  cannot  pafs,  except  by  that  canal ;  the  water  having  left 
the  main  channel,  and  now  flowing  through  the  canal,  which 
is  mote  in  a  line  with  the  courfe  of  the  river  above  the  Ddtau 
No  want  of  populatioo  appears  in  the  villages  of  this  quarter, 
which  are  very  numerous ;  and  the  land  adjoining  them  is  clean 
and  well  cultivated.  An  unbounded  plain  on  both  (ides  ftrikes 
the  view,  but  on  the  Weft  there  is  no  great  extent  of  arable  land. 
The  peafants  wear  the  appearance  of  poverty,  which,  indeed, 
under  the  prefent  abufe  of  government,  is  neceflary  to  their 
perfonal  fecurity ;  but  they  have  abundance  of  cattle,  and  the 
frequent  return  of  paflengers  in  the  boats  is  to  them  a  fburce  of 
much  gain. 

In.  many  of  the  villages  are  women  for  the  convenience  of 
ftrangers,  a  part  of  whofe  profits  is  paid  to  the  government 
which  tolerates  them.  I  did  not  obferve,  however,  that  the 
nature  of  thdr  calling  created  any  external  levity  or  indecency 
of  behaviour.  Having  taken  a  fmall  boat  from  Menuf,  in  fix 
hours,  the  wind  being  either  S.  £•  or  calm,  we  arrived  at 
Terane.  I  counted  more  than  an  hundred  diftin£k  villages  and 
towns  between  Rafhid  and  Terane,  as  well  on  the  Weft  as  the 
Eaft  of  the  Nile.  Among  the  moft  confiderable  of  thofe  on  the 
Eaft  is  Fue,  a  place  formerly  more  eminent  in  commerce  than 
Raihid;  but  the  latter  has  now  in  a  great  degree  fuperfeded  it, 

and 


EGYPT,    AND    SYRJA,  35 

and  it  is  diminiihed  in  fize  and  population.  It  is  neverthelefs 
one  of  the  moft  agreeable  fituations  on  the  Nile.  Beirut  is  the 
largeft  town  on  the  Weft.  For  Demenhur,  which  is  more  popu-* 
lous,  is  not  vifible  from  the  Nile,  b^eing  (ituated  near  the  canal 
that  conveys  water  to  Alexandria*  At  Demenhur  is  a  garrifon 
of  Janizaries.  The  cour&  of  the  Nile  from  its  mouth  to  Terane 
is,  with  the  exception  of  fome  curves,  nearly  N.  W.  and  S.  £• 
In  that  fpace  are  feveral  iflands,  which  are  continually  changing 
in  place  and  number.  From  Rafhid  to  Damiatt,  in  a  direct  line, 
is  computed  to  be  about  twenty-feven  leagues. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

TERANE  TO  THE  NATr6n  LAKES. 

Government  of  Terane^— Carlo  Rojfetti — The  Trade  in  Natron^^ 
Manners — journey  ta  the  Lakes — Obfervations  there — Remarks 
on  Natron — Coptic  Convents  and  MSS. — Proceed  to  Kabira. 

X  £RAN£  is  a  town  fituated  on  the  left  of  ttie  moil  weftero 
mouth  of  the  Nile,  at  a  very  fmall  diftance  from  the  riven 
Its  latitude  is  30""  24^  The  buildings  are  chiefly  unburned 
brick,  but  there  are  alfo  fome  of  ftone.  The  town  and  diftrid:, 
containing  feveral  villages,  belong  to  Murad  Bey,  who  ufually 
entrufts  its  government  and  the  coUe^ion  of  its  revenue  to  one 
of  his  Gafhefs.  But  the  perfon  who  now  holds  it.  May  1792, 
is  Carlo  Roflfetti,  a  Venetian  merchant,  recently  appointed 
conful-general  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  well  known  to 
thofe  who  have  vifited  the  country.  Obferving,  as  he  thought, 
the  demands  for  natr6n  increafmg  in  Europe,  he  fuppofed  that 
by  obtaining  an  exclufive  right  to  coUeA  and  export  it,  he 
ihould  fecure  to  himfelf  an  immenfe  and  increafing  revenue. 
Till  now,  indeed,  this  article  had  never  been  produdive  of  any 
advantage  to  the  Beys.  The  officers  who  fucceffively  obtained 
the  government  there,  exading,  without  any  fettled  rule,  what- 
ever they  thought  themfelves  entitled  to  exped:  from  the  people, 

who  brought  the  commodity  from  the  lakes  to  the  river :  and 
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the  European  merchants  obtained  it  by  their  agents  at  the 
cheapeft  rate  they  were  able  from  the  natives.  The  quantity 
iupplied,  the  prime  coft,  and  the  contingent  charges,  were 
therefore  variable  and  uncertain.  It  had  never  before,  as  I  un« 
derftood,  been  farmed  by  an  European.  S'*  Rofletti  ^ifhed 
for  a  clear  and  exclufive  property  in  the  produce  of  the  lakes^ 
on  paying  regularly  an  annual  fum,  to  be  determined  by  the 
quantity  fold.  He  has  attained,  firom  long  experience^  a  con- 
fiderable  local  knowlege,  and  had,  at  that  time,  from  various 
caufes,  great  intereft  with  Murad  Bey.  Pecuniary  .profpeds 
fingularly  influence  thofe  regents,  whofe  office  being  precarious, 
and  at  mofl;  for  life,  totally  omit  to  reflet:  on  any  remote  coii- 
feqiiences,  &r  the  fake  of  an  immediate  advantage.  The  pro- 
pofal  was  accepted,  and  Rofletti  obtained  over  the  diftrid  of 
Teran^  an  authority  almoft  equal  to  that  exercifed  in  former 
times  by  the  Cafhefs, 

At  that  time  the  confumption  was  augmenting  at  Marfeilles, 
Venice,  and  Leghorn,  and  the  article  had  been  tried  with  fome 
fuccefe  in  Great  Britain.  RofTetti  Tent  bis  nephew  to  refide  at 
Teran6  as  his  deputy*  But  the  young  man,  preferring  the  re- 
pofe  of  his  fofa  to  the  Mamluk  exercifes  of  arms,  was  little 
adapted  to  the  government  of  a  people  accuftomed  to  be  ruled 
only  by  fear.  He  had  a  few  Sclavonian  foldiers,  who  could 
not  prevent  injuries  being  done  to  the  little  parties  employed  to 
fetch  the  natrSn.  About  three  months  after  I  left  Terane  the 
young  man  died»  not  without  fufpicions  of  poifbn ;  and  S^ 
Roflfetti  has  fince  fold  a  large  ihare  in  the.  grant,  which  he  now 
retains  to  little  purpofe; 

During 
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Daring  the  year  of  the  moft  eTctenfive  export,  the  duty  to 
govemmexit  amouxMed,  as  was  faid,  to  32,000  patackes,  which, 
at  twelve  piacres  the  pound  fterlkig,  may^be  eftimated  at  6000I; 
Hetice  the  quantity  muft  have  been  from  3500  to  4000  tons, 
of  which  the  greater  part  was  (hipped  for  MadeiUes,  The  pre* 
fent  war  exceedingly  reduced  the  quandty  exported. 


On  my  arrival  at  Terane,  my  application  to  S'*  Ferrari, 
nephew  of  Rofletti,  for  whom  recommend^ons  had  been 
given  me,  was  attended  with  aflurances  from  that  gemtleman  of 
his  co-operation  in  all  I  might  wifli  to  undertake,  and  an  in* 
vitatiom  to.refide  wkh  him.  I  pafled  a  day  in  wanderang  over 
the  adjacent 'graimd,  particukdly  that  part  i^f  tbe  Beka  which 
Is  c^poiite  the  town,  where  are  many  colutons  and  other  icon^ 
Aderable  remains,  which  indicate  die  iite  of  antient  Ifcrufbores. 
I  could,  however,  find  no  infcriptions,  nor,  indeed,  any  thias^ 
that  was  worth  the  fearch. 

S^  Hoffetti  had  made  a  very  neat  'garden  near  his  houfe,  in 
which  "was  cultivated  a  number  of  fruit-trees  and  ufeful  plants. 
He  had  alfo  attempted  many  other  improvements,  by  planting 
trees,  &c.  in  die  fubui'bs ;  but  in  this  laudable  defign  4ie  was 
far  from  being  feconded  by  the  natives,  who  refufed  even  to 
water  the  trees  he  had  been  at  the  troiible  of  planting,  and 
feemed  to  judge  their  forbearance  remarkable  in  abftaining  from 
their  deftruftion.  A  ftriking  leflbn  to  thofe  who  would  force 
refinement  on  any  people,  to  which  they  muft  ever  be  Simu- 
lated by  their  neceflities,  or  led  by  their  perfonail  convidion. 
Yet,  perhaps,  they  had  fuipicions  which  are  unexplained,  or 
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difcottteats  at  the  appearance  of  hovdty^  concerning  the  fourcea 

of  which  we  are  ignorant.  I  have  erer  obferved  the  Egyptians, 
as  all  the  Orientals,  paffionately  fond  of  trees  and  water ;  and  if 
in  thb  infiance  they  preferred  being  without  them,  it  might 
poffiUy  be  from  diflruft  of  bringing  on  themfelves  fome  real 
evil,  by  the  purfuit  of  an  imaginary  advantage. 

•  The  enfiung  night,  when  the  Arabs  were  to  go  to  the  lake 
for  a  kding  of  natr6n,  S"*  F.  appointed  his  company  of  five 
Sclavonians  to  attend  me,  and  I  fet  off  at  nine  in  the  evening 
on  horfeback.     We  continued  our  march,  chiefly  in  a  weftern 

» 

direction,  till  feven  the  following  niorning,  at  which  dine  we 
came  to  a  fpring  of  frefh  water,  that  rifes  among  fome  rufhes 
near  the  lake,  i^^ich,  though  it  afford  Ao  very  copious  fupply 
of  water,  was  yet  a  feafonable  refrefhmenl,  as  the  heat  of  the 
fun  was  already  inconvenient.  The  latitude  at  the  eaftern  ex- 
tremity of  the  moft  weftern  lake  I  found  30%  31',  north ;  but 
this  is  not  decided  by  a  (ingle  obfervation.  The  difference  of 
time  between  Teran^  and  the  Convents  of  St.  George,  gave  a 
diftance,  as  nearly  as  I  could  compute  it,  of  thirty-five  miles* 

The  road  from  Teran6  is  level,  with  very  fmall  exception, 
and  generally  firm  and  good,  though  with  intervals  of  loofe 
and  deep  fand. 

The  country  we  pafled  through,  however,  is  deftitute  of 
water,  and  confequently  barren,  as  is  all  that  which  borders  on 
the  lakes.  The  only  buildii^gs  in  the  neighbourhood  are  three 
convents,  inhabited  by  a  few  religious  of  the  Coptic  church  j 
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two  of  which  are  about  a  mile  and  half,  the  third  about  fix 
miles  from  the  eaftern  lake.  There  are  fome  veftiges  of  other 
buildings,  which  alfo  feefn  to  have  been  convents  that  have  long 
iince  ceafed  to.  exift.  The  antelope  and  the  oftrich  are  feen 
rarely  here,  and  they  appear  to  be  the  only  wild  animals  that 
frequent  that  part  of  the  country.  No  vegetation  appears,  except 
reeds  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  which  is  very  irregular  in  its 
form  J  £0  that  it  is  not  v^ry  eafy  to  fay  what  t&ay  he  the  quan- 
tity of  ground  covered  with  water,  nor  to  di(cem  the  extremi- 
ties. It  is  higher  in  winter  than  in  fummer ;  and,  at  this  pe- 
riod, I  could  no  where  obferve  that  the  breadth  of  it  exceeded 
a  mile :  its  length  may  be  nearly  four. 

The  Arabs  told  me,  that  the  Water  during  the  laft  winter  liad 
been  remarkably  low.  There  feem  td  be  marks  of  its  having 
occafionally  rifen  about  four  fcfet  higher  than  at  prefent  j  which 
muft  greatly  change  the  appearance  of  the  whole.  Towards  the  ' 
end  of  the  fummer,  it  is  ikid,  thefe  lakes  are  almoft  dry;  and 
the  fpace  that  the  water  has  retired  from  is  then  occupied  by 
a  thick  depofition  of  fait.  Not  far  removed  from  the  eaftern 
extremity,  a  fpring  rifes  with  fome  force,  which  much  agitates 
the  reft  of  the  water.  Clofe  to  that  fpring  the  deptii  was  far 
greater  than  my  height,  in  other  parts  it  was  obfervable  that  it 
did  not  generally  exceed  three  feet.  The  thermometer  near 
this  fpring  ftood  at  76,  while  in  the  open  air  it  was  87.  The 
more  weftem  lake  differs  not  materially  from  the  eaftern  in 
fize,  form,  or  produdions.  The  colour  of  the  water  in  both  is 
an  imperfect  red,  and  where  the  bottom  is  vifible,  it  appears 
almoft  as  if  covered  with  blood.     Salt^  to  the  thicknefs  of 
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five   or   fix   inches^    lies    conftaati/    in    the    more   ihallow 
jpartt. 

The  furface  of  the  earth,  near  the  lake,  partakes  more  or 
lefs  generally  of  the  character  of  natrdn,  and,  in  the  parts  far*- 
theft  removed,  offers  to  the  foot  the  flight  refiftance  of  ploughed 
ground  after  a  flight  froft.  The  foil  is  coarfe  fand»  The  water 
of  the  lake,  on  the  flighteft  evaporation,  immediately  depoflts 
fait.  There  is  a  mountain  not  far  from  the  lakes,  where  natrdn 
18  found  in  infulated  bodies,  near  the  furface,  of  a  much  lighter 
colour  than  that,  produced  in  the  lake,  and  containing  a  greater 
portion  of  alkali.  This  kind  more  refembles  the  natron  of 
Barbar j,  and  what  t  have  fitice  obferved  in  the  road  to 
Soudaii. 

How  thick  the  fubftance  of  natr6n  commonly  is  in  the  lake, 
1  did  not  accurately  detertnine,  but  thofe  employed  to  colled  it 
fepoit  that  it  never  exceeds  a  cubit,  or  common  pike ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  be  regenerated  as  it  is  carried  away.  The  Arabs  report 
that  the  natron  country  extends  twenty  days  journey ;  and  in- 
deed I  had  remarked  fomething  refembling  that  fubftance  near 
Siwa.  I  underftood  it  was  delivered  at  Teran^  for  about  a 
piafter  the  cantdr.  But  there  are,  probably,  fome  other  ex- 
penfes  attending  it.  Notwithftanding  S'*  R.*s  exclufive  right, 
the  Arabs  carry  oflf  fome  of  the  commodity,  which  they  fell 
wherever  they  can  find  a  market.  The  quantity  exported  to 
Venice  was  much  decreafing  in  179:2,  as  it  had  been  found  on 
trial  inapplicable  to  many  purpofes  to  which  it  was  luppofed  it 
might  be  converted.     I  know  not  how  far  correS  their  expe-* 

G  riments 
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riments  might  have  been ;  but  if  ever  it  flioutd  be  brought  to 
fuperfede  the  ufe  of  barilla,  the  quantity  obtainable  feems  likely 
to  anfwer  every  poilible  demand; 

I  dticGtcd  much  alkali  in  all  the  fpecimens  v^hich  came  into 
my  pofleflion ;  but  not  equal  in  all.  And  circumftances  did 
not  permit  me  to  make  an  analyfis  fo  complete  as  to  merit  in- 
fertion  here. 

During  my  ftay  near  the  lakes,  I  vifited  two  of  the  Coptic 
convents,  that  called  the  Syrian^  and  that  of  St.  George ;  where 
I  could  obferve  no  traces  of  any  EuBopean  traveller,  but  Baron 
Thunis,  whom  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  had  fent,  fome  years 
before,  to  negotiate  a  defe6:ion  on  the  part  of  the  Beys ;  but 
who  having  exhibited  lefs  prudence  than  courage,  in  the  pro- 
motion of  the  defigns  of  his  miflrefs,  had  been  privately  put  tQ 
death  in  Kahira,  by  order  of  the  Beys,  to  avoid  delivering  him 
to  the  Porte,  as  had  been  required  of  them.  Thefe  convents 
contain  each  of  them  feveral  religious,  who  retain  all  the  (im- 
plicity  of  the  primitive  ages. — They  drink  water,  and  eat  coarfe 
bread  and  vegetables  \  very  feldom  touching  meat,  wine,  or 
coffee.  They  are  ignorant  indeed,  but  ftrangers  to  vice ;  and 
though  their  time  is  employed  to  no  ufeful  purpofe,  fo  neither 
is  the  application  of  it  prejudicial  to  any. 

They  have  each  a  fmall  garden,  which  fupplies  common 
vegetables,  and  a  breed  of  tame  fowls,  together  with  a  well 
of  water,  within  the  walls ;  the  reft  of  the  necefiaries  of  life 

are 
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are  provided  them  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the 
Chriftians  pf  their  own  perfuafion ;  and  as  the  bufinefs  of 
artificers  and  menials  is  all  performed  by  the  monafUcs  them- 
felves,  their  expenfes  are  not  very  extended.  The  entrance  to 
each  is  by  a  fmall  trap-door,  againft  v^rhich  two  great  milUftones 
are  rolled  within.  The  buildings  appear  to  have  lafted  feveral 
centuries,  and  the  walls  are  dill  firm  and  fubftantial.  No 
praife  is  to  be  given  to  the  religious  for  cleanlinefs ;  but  as  the 
lift  of  their  furniture  and  apparel  is  very  fmall,  they  cannot  be 
frequently  renewed ;  human  beings  more  ignorant  of  mankind 
and  their  tranfa£tions  than  fome  of  thofe  whom  I  coaverfed 
with,  are  fcarcely  any  where  to  be  feen.  But  the  fuperiors  in 
both  were  in  a  certain  degree  intelligent.  One  of  them,  when 
I  was  admitted,  was  mending  his  {hoes,  and  feemed  to  think 
little  of  theological  controverfies.  The  other  attempted  ta 
prove  to  me  the  Eutychian  tenet  of  monothelifm,  and  on  my 
exprefling  myfelf  perfuaded  by  his  arguments,  he  feemed 
highly  gratified.  Indeed  I  met  with  on  their  part  every  mark 
of  hofpitality. 

I  inquired  for  MSS.  and  faw  in  one  of  the  convents  feveral 
books  in  the  Coptic,  Syriac,  and  Arabic  languages.  Among 
thefe  were  an  Arabo-Coptic  Lexicon.  The  works  of  St.  Gre- 
gory, and  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  in  Arabic.  The 
fuperior  told  me  they  had  near  eight  hundred  volumes }  but 
pofitively  refufed  to  part  with  any  of  them,  nor  could  I  fee 
any  more.  The  monks  are  ftrangers  to  all  idioms  but  the  vul- 
gar Arabici 

G  2  Having 
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Having  thus  fpeat  two  days  and  part  of  a  third  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  lakes,  my  attendants  grew  impatient,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  return.  After  a  (faort  interval,  having  re-embarked 
Ibr  Kahira,  I  arrived  there  on  the  1 6th  May  1 79a  *. 

*  The  water  in  die  riyer  between  Teran^  aad  Kahira  was  fo  fiiallow,  that 
with  a  very  fmall  boat  (Canjia)  we  had  great  difficulty  in  paffing. 
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CHAP.     V. 


E  A  H I  R  A. 


Topograpbyr-'Covemnunt  of  KaUra  undaf  Egypt-^Pa/ba  and 
Beyt'^Memilms — Birtb^  educatiofiy  drefe^  arms^  pay-^EftU 
male  of  their  miKtary  Jlnll-^Power  and  revenue  of  the  JBeys^-^ 
The  Cbalige^Tbe  NJLE-^Mofques^  Baths^  and  Okals-^ 
Houfes^-^Manners  and  cuftoms— piaffes  of  peopU^^Account  of 
the  Copts. 

« 

/V  RESIDENCE  in  Kahira  at  diflind  intervals,  but  extending 
in  all  to  eleven  months,  may  enable  me  to  attempt  fome  ac- 
count of  this  celebrated  city,  with  perhaps  more  advantages 
than  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  recent  traveller.  A  curfory 
glance  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  a  people  is  often  falla- 
cious, and  a  temporary  exception  is  liable  to  be  converted  into 
a  general  rule* 

The  yet  numerous  population,  the  various  nations  with  their 
feveral  langu^^es,  drefles,  and  manners,  confpire  with  .  the  ro- 
mantic fame  of  Grand  Cairo^  the  fecond  capital  of  the  £aft,  the 
metropolis  of  Africa,  the  fcene  of  furprifing  events  in  hiftory, 
and  of  yet  more  fuiprifmg  incidents  in  Arabian  fable,  to  imprefs 
the  fpeftatw  with  curiofity  and  admiration. 

The 
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The  city  Kahira  {tj^Sya^)  is  fituated  on  the  Eaft  of  the  Nile, 
which  devolves  its  majeftic  flood  at  fome  little  diftance.  The  fub- 
urbs,  however,  Mifr  el  attik^,  and  Bulak,  or  the  port,  form  two 
points  of  contad  with  the  riven  To  the  South-Eaft  and  Eaft 
is  a  ridge  of  the  extenfive  chsun  which  runs  along  the  courfe 
of  the  Nile  to  Upper  Egypt,  fometimes  receding,  and  leaving 
a  plain  of  about  a  league  broad,  at  other  places  oppofmg  its 
barrier  to  the  ftream.  To  the  North  a  plain  dxtends  to  the 
Delta,  which  it  refembles  in  foil  ^and  produ&ions.  Immedi* 
ately  under  the  mountain  is  the  caftle,  now  incapable  of  de« 
fence,  though  efteemed  of  great  ftrength,  before  the  invention 
of  artillery. 

To  an  eye  accuftomed  to  the  cities  of  Europe,  their  wide 
ftreets,  and  general  uniformity,  the ,  view  of  the  capital  of 
Egypt  might  appear  mean  and  difgufting.  Yet  it  is  termed  by 
the  natives  ^*  Mifr  without  an  equal,  Mifr  the  mother  of  the 
world."  Convenience  is  comparative,  and  ideas  of  it  miift  vary 
with  manners  and  cuftoms.  The  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets 
appears  even  neceflary  to  a  native,  to  proted:  him  from  the 
fierce  effulgence  of  the  meridian  fun :  a  flight  canopy,  extended 
from  houfe  to  houfe,  aflfords  him  more  pleafure  than  any 
architeftural  pjrofped:  could  convey. 

For  about  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  years  Egypt  had  been  go- 
verned by  the  military  ariftocracy  of  the  Mamluks,  when  it  was 
fnbdued  by  Sultan  Selim,  in  the  year  15 17.  Senfible  of  the  dif- 
tance, defended  fituation,  and  refradtory  fpirit  of  the  province, 
he  thought  it  politic  to  enter  into  a  compromife  with  its  former 

government 
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government  and  antient  prejudices.  It  was  likewife  well 
Jmown,  that  tbe  fecure  fituation  of  the  country,  little  expoTed 
to  any  external  attack,  would  have  favoured  the  ambitious 
defigns  of  a  rival  Pafha. 

By  an  inftitution  ftill  obferved  in  ibme  inftances,  he  or- 
diuned,  that  the  Fafha  fhould  be  contented  to  {hare  the  power 
of  the  Beys,  and  that  the  duration  of  his  authority  ihould 
depend  on  thdr  coUeSive  will.  The  Beys  muft  neceflarily 
have  feparate  perfonal  interefts,  which  fometimes  lead  them  to 
inteftiae  outrage  and  bloodfhed ;  yet,  with  regard  to  any  exter- 
nal pdwer  or  influenee,  their  interefts  are  univerfally  the  fame. 
As  allien  or  as.  enemies  they  form  one  body  and  one  fouL  Selim 
was  too  confident  in  the  power  and  fplendour  of  the  Ottoman 
arms,  and  in  his  own  charader  of  chief  of  theix  religion,  to 
entertain  any  fiilpicion  that  the  commands  of  the  Porte  would 
ever  be  treated  except  with  diftinguifhed  refped. 

The  power  of  the  Paiha  was  at  firft  very  extenfive  i  but  has, 
by  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the  Beys,  been  gradually 
reduced  almoft  to  a  cipher.. 

a 

His  jurifdidion  was  rather  civil  than  military.  He  was 
always  prefident  of  the  Diwan,  which  was  held  in  the  caftle 
where  he  refided.  But  that  council  now  commonly  meets  in 
the  palace  of  one  of  the  chief  Beys,,  except  when  a  firman  or 
mandate  is  received  from  Conftantinople,  when  the  Beys  are 
fummoned  to  the  caftle  to  hear  the  commands  of  the  Porte. 
The  few  who  attend,  as  foon  as  the  reading  is  finiftied,  anfwer, 

as 
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lis  t«  ufual,  Efmima  vok  t(Uuui^^  We  have  hetrd,  and  we  obey*** 
Od  leaving  the  cafUe,  their  general  Toice  U  Efmitia  vm  fiwsiaa, 
**  We  have  hcaid,  and  (hall  dirdbcj^" 

In  the  year  17919  Salah  Aga,  a  flave  of  Murad  Bey,  was 
deputed  from  the  goyemrnent  of  Egypt  to  nqgotitte  their  peace 
with  the  Porte««^He  carried  prefents  of  hories,  rich  ihifis,  $ic^ 
A  fpoiitaneou^  tribute,  which  th^  Porte  was  In  no  condition  to 
enforce,  implied  obligation  bn  the  part  of  the  )a€ten*««-He  was 
well  received,  and  afterwards  was  appointed  Waquii  et  Sidtd^^ 
"  Agent  or  Attorney  to  the  Sultan  in  Kahirx"  It  is  probable 
this  office  WM  given  him  to  incline  hiAi  to  fiH:ond  lh6  effbtts  of 
the  Court  in  difuniting  the  Beys  j  but  it  was  inefiaSluala  tliefe 
bad  formeriy  experienced  the  evils  of  divifion,  and  now  wer6 
united  by  common  intereft,  grown  rich,  and  well  provided 
with  flaves.  So  that,  as  I  have  underftood,  no  tribute  has  iince 
that  time  found  its  way  to  Gonftantinople* 

As  the  Beys  are  chofen  from  among  the  MamlCiks,  it  may 
be  proper  to  begin  with  fome  account  of  that  extraordinary  clafs 
of  men.    They  remain,  as  they  have  ever  been,  military  *  (laves 

^  imported 

^  The  condidon  of  flave  is  fo  tttj  diftinft  in  Egypt  from  what  it  is  in  odier 
countries^  that  they  who  defend  the  practice  of  trading  in  human  flefh  bj  its 
antiquity,  and  the  general  confent  of  nations,  Ihould  be  well  aware  how  they 
adduce  the  example  of  Egypt. — In  Kahira,  when  a  flave  is  legally  purchafed  in 
the  market,  if  after  any  length  of  time  he  feel  difcontented  with  his  mafter, 
has  only  to  fay,  «  Carry  me  to  the  market,*'  (S&k-es  Su|tln,}  and  the  mafter 
is  legally  compellable  to  offtr  him  for  fale. 

It 
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imported  from  Georgia,  Circaffia,  and  Mingrelia.  A  few  have 
been  prifoners,  taken  from  the  Auftrians  and  Ruffians,  who 
have  exchanged  their  religion  for  an  eftablifhment.  The  Beys 
give  general  orders  to  their  agents  at  Conftantinople,  to  purchafe 
a  certain  number  every  year,  and  many  are  brought  to  Egypt 
by  private  merchants  on  fpeculation.  When  the  fupply  proves 
infufficient,  or  many  have  been  expended,  black  flaves  from  the 
interior  of  Africa  are  fubftituted,  and  if  found  docile,  are  armed 
and  accoutred  like  the  reft* 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  education  of  thefe  favoured 
flaves.  They  are  inftrufled  in  every  exercife  of  agility  or 
ftrength,  and  are  in  general  diftinguifhed  by  the  grace  and 
beauty  of  their  perfons.  The  gratitude  of  the  difciples  is  equal 
to  the  favour  of  their  matters,  whom  they  never  quit  in  the 
hour  of  danger.  If  they  have  a  difpofition  for  learning  they  are 
taught  the  ufe  of  ktters ;  and  fome  of  them  are  excellent  fcribes: 
but  the  greater  part  neither  can  read  nor  write,  a  ftriking  ex- 
ample of  which  deficiency  is  obfervable  in  Murad  Bey  himfelf. 

The  inferior  Mamluks  conftantly  appear  in  the  military  drefs, 
and  are  commonly  armed  with  a  pair  of  piftols,  a  fabre,  and  a 


It  can  never  be  believed,  that  where  a  power  fo  abfolute  as  that  of  the  pro- 
prietor over  his  flave,  is  fupported  by  the  fan£lions  of  law,  that  no  abufes  of  it 
fliould  exift  I  but  this  (ingle  privilege  greatly  foftens  its  afperity. 

The  child  of  a  female  flave,  begotten  by  her  tnafter,  is  ipfo  h€to  free,  and  a 
flave  may  authorize  a  free  perfon  to  purchafe  his  emancipation. 

H  dagger-  ^ 


50  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

dagger.  They  wear  a  peculiar  cap  of  a  greeniih  hue,  around 
which  is  wreathed  a  turban  *.  The  reft  of  their  drefs  refem- 
bles  that  of  other  Mohammedan  citizens,  and  is  reftrided  to  no 
particular  colour :  but  another  fingularity  is  their  large  drawers 
of  thick  Venetian  cloth,  of  a  crimfon  colour,  to  which  are  at- 
tached their  flippers  of  red  leather.  On  horfeback  they  add  to 
their  arms  a  pair  of  large  horfe-piftols,  and  the  Dubhus  or  bat- 
tle-axe. In  battle  many  of  them  wear  an  open  helmet,  and  the 
antient  ring  armour  of  interwoven  links  of  ftcel,  worn  under  part 
of  their  drefs,  and  thus  concealed.  Thefe  are  dear,  fometimes 
cofting  five  hundred  piaftres,^  or  about  forty  pounds.  Some  of 
them  are  made  at  Conftantinople,  others  in  Perfia.  Their 
horfes  are  of  the  fineft  Arabian  breeds,  and  are  often  pur- 
chafed  at  three  or  four  purfes,  150I.  to  200L  fterling. 

They  have  no  pay,  as  they  eat  at  a  table  in  the  houfe  of  their 
mafter,  the  Bey,  Caftief,  or  other  officer.  Any  military  officer 
may  purchafe  a  flave,  who  becomes  ipfofaSo  a  Mamluk.  The 
name,  from  Malek  to  pofTefs^  implies  merely  a  perfon  who  is 
the  property  of  another.  After  a  proper  education,  the  candi- 
date thus  conftituted  a  Mamluk,  receives  a  prefent  of  a  horfe 

*  The  Mamluks  fuffer  not  the  beard  to  grow  till  they  be  emancipated,  and 
hold  fome  office,  as  Caflief,  &c. — A  fimilar  pra£lice  obtains  among  the  Ofmanli. 
The  Ttch  oghlans,  though  free  in  their  perfons,  yet  exercifing  a  kind  of  fervi- 
tude,  (have  the  beard  :  fo  that  though  it  be  not  abfolutely  the  mark  of  a  flave,, 
the  want  of  a  beard  Teems  to  denote  a  dependent  (itnation.  Among  the  Ofmanli, 
(European  Turks]  the  beard  is  allowed  to  grow  rather  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
cept and  pradlice  of  the  Prophet,  than  as  a  national  fafbion.  Tke  Tatars  wear 
no  beard  ;  and  the  Arabs  alone  ibcw  great  refpeft  to  tbat  ornament. 

and 
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and  arms  from  his  mafter,  together  with  a  fuit  of  clothes,  which 
is  renewed  ever  year  in  the  month  Ramadan.  The  gonerofity 
of  their  mailers,  and  rewards  or  extortions  from  others,  afford 
them  fupplies  of  money  either  for  avarice  or  debauchery.  Some 
of  them,  admitted  to  peculiar  favour  by  the  Beys,  as  chafnadars 
or  purfebearers,  &c.  acquire  great  wealth.  They  are  rather 
gay  and  thoughtlefs,  than  infolent  j  fond  of  (hew,  and  unprin- 
cipled in  their  means  of  acquiring  it.  They  feldom  marry  till 
they  acquire  fome  office. 

Though  born  of  Chriftian  parents,  they  feem  highly  fatisfied 
with  their  condition ;  which  they  have  been  known  to  refufe 
to  exchange  for  freedom*  The  majority  are  regarded  by  the 
Arabs  as  little  ftrid  in  the  principles  or  duties  of  Moham- 
medifm. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  though  the  Mamluks  in  general 
be  ftrong  and  perfonable  men,  yet  the  few  who  marry  very  fel- 
dom have  children.  As  the  fon  even  of  a  Bey  is  not  honoured 
with  any  particular  conAderation,  the  women  perhaps  procure 
abortions.  However  this  be,  of  eighteen  Beys,  whofe  hiftory  I 
particularly  knew,  only  two  had  any  children  living. 

Hardy,  capable  of  every  fatigue,  of  undaunted  courage,  and 

eminent  fkill  in  horfemanfhip  and  the  ufe  of  the  fabre,  the 

Mamluks  may  be  regarded  as  by  far  the  beft  troops  in  the  Eaft. 

But  in  a  regular  battle,  conduced  by  manoeuvres,  and  large  or 

rapid    movements,    they  are    equally  inferior  to    European 

troops. 

H  2  Being 
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Being  diftinguifhed  by  favouritifm  or  merit,  the  Mamluk 
becomes  a  Cafhef,  and  in  time  a  Bey.  The  chief  caufe  of 
preference  arifes  from  political  adherence  to  fome  powerful 
leader. 

The  government  of  Kahira,  and  Egypt  in  general,  is  vefted  in 
twenty- four  Beys,  each  of  whom  is  nominally  chofen  by  the 
remaining  twenty-three,  but  in  fadt  appointed  by  one  of  the 
moft  powerful.  The  Tenk^tchery  aga^  and  feveral  other  officers, 
are  enumerated  among  the  twenty-four  Beys. 

Befides  being  governors  of  certain  diftrldls  of  Egypt,  feveral 
of  the  Beys  receive  other  dignities  from  the  Porte.  Such  are 
the  Sbecb  el  Bellad^  or  governor  of  the  city  ;  the  Defterdar^  or 
accountant-general  j  the  Emir  el  Hadj^  or  leader  of  the  facred 
caravan ;  and  the  Emir  es  Sdid^  or  governor  of  the  upper 
Egypt*.  Thefe  officers  have  alfo  revenues  allotted  them  by  the 
Porte,  ill-defined,  and  liable  to  much  abufe. 

Of  the  other  Beys,  each  appoints  all  officers  and  governors 
within  his  diftri(3;,  putting  into  it  fome  flave  of  his  own,  who 
is  compelled  to  render  an  account  of  the  receipts  ;  of  which  a 
part  pafles  to  fupport  the  grandeur  of  his  mailer.  An  opulent 
Bey  may  have  from  600  to  1 000  purfes  annually ;  the  reve- 
nue of  Murad  Bey  more  than  doubles  that  fum.  The  inferior 
Beys  may  have  300  purfes  or  15,0001. 

The  chief  judicial  authority  in  Kahira  is  delegated  to  a 
Mulla^  who  is  annually  appointed  from  Conftantinople ;  but  his 

*  The  two  laft  offices  are  annual. 

jurifdiiflion 
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jurlfdii^ion  is  principally  directed  to  cafes  of  doubt  and  difii* 
culty.  There  are  befides  Cadis ^  in  all  the  diftrid:s,  or  parijbes^ 
if  fo  it  may  be  exprefled,  which,  in  this  great  city,  amount  to 
more  than  two  hundred.  There  are  Imams,  or  priefts  of  the 
four  fed^s,  each  having  the  diredion  of  the  adherents  of  that 
fed.  The  Sbecb^UBikkeri  is  an  office  of  great  refpedi,  having 
fpecial  authority  oyer  the  fhe-rifs.  There  are  other  excluiive 
jurifdii^ions,  which  need  not  be  fpecified. 

The  revenue  of  the  Cadis  arifes  folely  from  a  tenth  of  the 
value  of  the  thing  litigated.  Juftice  or  injuftice  is  fpeedily 
adminiftered,  but  is  often  influenced  by  bribery. 

Every  Bey  fits  in  judgment  on  cafes  of  equity.  Thefe  per- 
fonages  are  very  obfervant  of  their  refpeftive  jurifdi£tions  j.  and 
no  Bey  will  imprifon  a  man  liberated  by  another*  Though 
fometimes  too  impetuous,  they  neverthelefs  difplay  great  acute- 
nefs  and  knowlege  of  characters.  This  government  at  lead 
pofTefTes  every  advantage  of  publicity,  as  every  Bey  is  a!  magi- 
flrate. 

But  the  juflice  of  the  rulers  is  ever  open  to  the  omnipotent 
influence  of  gold.  During  my  refidence  at  Kahira  an  inflance 
happened  worthy  of  commemoration.  Two  Syrian  Chriflians, 
of  the  Maronite  perfuafion,  had  been  fucceflively  farmers  of 
the  cufloms,  and  had  acquired  great  wealth:  a  quarrel  arifing 
between  them,  one  made  a  reflection  peculiarly  grating  on 
the  other,  who  went  to  the  Bey,  and  thus  addreflfed  him : 
**  This  city  is  not  wide  enough  for  me  and  fuch  a  one.     You 

muft 
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muft  put  one  of  us  to  death.     If  you  will  put  him  to  deaths 
here  are  ten  thoufand  fequins/'     Said  and  done  inftantly. 

Each  Bey  appoints  hia  Cafliefs  or  lieutenants.  Thefe  officers 
prefide  each  over  a  town  or  village,  colled:ing  the  revenues,  and 
judging  fmall  caufes ;  but  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Bey.  The  Beys 
and  Caftiefs  are,  from  their  ignorance,  conftrained  to  employ 
Copts  as  accomptants  in  adjufting  and  receiving  the  revenues, 
that  duty  being  of  an  intricate  nature,  and  requiring  great 
local  knowlege.  The  authority  of  a  Gafhef  is  as  arbitrary 
as  that  of  a  Bey. 

Revenue  of  Egypt. 

The  more  confiderable  fources  of  revenue,  as  well  of  the 
Porte  at  this  day,  as  of  the  Chalife  while  the  fovereignty  re- 
mained  with  the  Arabs,  are  nearly  coeval  in  their  inftitution 
with  Mohammedifm  itfelf. 

The  innovations  which  have  fince  had  place  derive  their 
authority  from  the  difpenfing  power  of  the  fovereign,  or  arc 
reconciled  with  the  primitive  inftitutes  by  the  ingenuity  of  the 
legal  profeflbrs. 

The  moft  antient  tribute  due  from  the  fubjefl:  to  government 
was  the  zeccbdty  a  tenth  of  all  the  permanent  productions  Of 
the  earth.  According  to  its  original  eftablifliment,  this  did  not 
afFed:  property  under  a  certain  value,  and  was  exigible  of  an 
unbeliever  in  a  twofold  proportion.  It  was  impofed  by  Mo- 
hammed 
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'  hammed  himfelf,  and  applied,  as  would  appear,  to  the  relief 
of  the  neceilitous ;  the  prophet  exprefsly  forbidding  his  own 
family  to  {hare  in  it,  as  unworthy  of  their  rank,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  allotting  to  them  a  fifth  part  of  the  plunder 
obtained  in  war.  This  impoft  continues  to  be  levied,  but  is 
applied  to  needful  expenfes  or  unnecefTary  prodigality,  rather 
than  to  foften  the  lot  of  the  indigent,  its  original  purpofe. 
Oftentatious  charities  iatisfy  the  fcruples  of  the  monarch,  and 
blind  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  this  mifapplication.  The  tax  is 
not  now  applicable  to  land  or  houfes,  but  to  the  merchandize 
imported  into  the  country.  The  duties  on  thefe,  when  demanded 
of  Mohammedans,  are  taken  under  the  name  of  zeccbdt. 

The  fecond  impoft  is  the  cbarage^  which  fignifies  the  produft 
of  lands.  It  is  intended  to  denote,  not  only  any  tax  on  land,  but 
alio  on  the  perfons  of  dhummies^  i.  t.  Chriftians  and  Jews ; 
though  in  the  latter  cafe  it  receives  the  appellation  of  Jizie 
(sj^),  the  capitation  tax,  or  falvage  for  their  perfons,  which 
otherwife,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Koran,  the  true  be- 
fiever  is  not  bound  to  fpare. 

In  modern  times,  the  pubfic  revenue  of  the  Porte,  which  is 
derived  from  various  fources,  is  known  under  the  name  of 
Miri ;  the  private  one  of  the  emperor  is  fupplied  in  a  diflferent 
way,  and  termed  Cbafne. 

The  nature  of  the  revenue  of  each  province  depended  at 
firft,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  the  manner  in  which  that  province 
was  originally  acquired ;  and,  even  now,  the  fame  diftindtion 

in 
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in  fome  cafes  operates.     Irak  was  to  be  proteded  under  one 

condition  of  tribute,  Egypt  under  another.     The  immediate 

fucceflbrs  of  Mohammed  appear  to  have  been  guided  in  many 

inftances  by  found  policy,  and  to  have  tempered  the  rage  of 

fanaticifm,  by  fome  attention  at  leaft  to  the  well-being  even 

of  their  heretical  fubjefts.      The  impofts   in  Egypt,  one  of 

their  earlieft  territorial    acquifitions,    and    the    inhabitants  of 

which  had  many  of  them  embraced  Iflamifm,  were  not  diflin- 

guifhed  by  any  remarkable  feverity ;  and  if  that  country  have 

fmce  been  impoveriflied  and    depopulated,  it  appears  not  to 

r^fult   from  the   original  inftitutions,    fo    much  as  from  the 

abufes  which    happened  at  an  early  period  of  the  Egyptian 

Chalifat,    and  which  may  contaminate  the  mildeft  and  moft 

reafonable  eftabliftiments.    Thefe  abufes,  which  have  long  been 

gradually  increafmg,  are  now  multiplied  to  a  point,  beyond 

which,    confidently  with   the  being   of   the   peafantry,   they 

cannot  well  be  extended. 

The  principal  local  tribute  is  a  tax  on  land  of  two  patackes 
tdLzhfodddrty  all  over  the  country  j  which,  whether  the  effedl  of 
a  compadt  between  the  Arabian  vi£tor  and  the  natives,  or  an 
impoft  in  force  under  the  former  government,  was  continued  by 
Sultan  Selim.  Taking  the  cultivable  lands  in  Egypt  at  two 
million  one  hundred  thoufand  acres,  this  fhould  give  the  fum  of 
twelve  thoufand  nine  hundred  purfes,  or  at  the  prefent  exchange 
of  630,0001.  fterling  ;  but  at  this  time  only  two-thirds  of  thefe 
lands  are  actually  cultivated,  which  reduces  the  fum  to  420,000!. 
On  the  other  hsLnd,  however,  the  Beys  are  not  contented  with  this 
legitimate  revenue,  but  infift  on  receiving  in  many  inftances 

five 
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five  Of  fix  patackes  per  fodd^n  ^,  which  agaia  raifes  this  fingle 
braQch  of  Kvenue  to  a  million  and  a  quarter,  or  even  more. 
There  are  however  fome  diftridks  in  the  Upper  £g^pt  always 
fimrai  years  in  arrear. 

*  The  other  articles  are)  the  cuftoms  of  Alexandria,  Damiatt, 
Suez,  Colfiir ;  and  what  is  <lrawn  from  the  commerce  c^  Affica 
in  its  paffi^  hj  Chaij^,  A£iut,  and  at  Kahira  itfeif.  Of  thefe 
it  is  difficult  to  &rm  any  correA  idea.  The  caravan  with  which 
I  returned  to  Afliut  paid,  in  duties  on  the  commo^ties  it 
brought,  a  fum  not  lefs  than  150  purfes.  I  eftimated  the 
value  of  thofe  commodities  at  nearly  two  thoufaod  three  hun« 
dred  puiifes,  or  115,0001.  flerii^g. 

Hie  yizie  is  much  kls  ouiifidaahle  dftan  it  usi^he  iiiiippo£ed^ 
&om  the  Ccdlowing  oonCiderations.  i.  That  though  dfiere  he 
many  entire  villages  ^of  Copts  in  the  Upper  Egypt,  feversi  of 
them  &K  rebellious,  and  pay  nothtqg^  a.  The  £n»ie  people  Is 
very  numerous  m  the  towns  j  bat  a  great  proportion  of  them 
coniifts  of  ecdefiaftics,  or  of  perfons  in  the  ferviceof  the  Beys, 
and  hodi  thefe  deicriptk>ns  are  exempt.  The  Oredcs  and 
Armenians  are  but  few,  and  mamy  of  them  pay  the  J^i^e  in 
other  places,  being  only  travellers.  On  the  whole,  I  doubt 
whether  that  tax  in  'Egypt  amounts  to  more  than  fifteen  hun- 
iflred  purfes.    The  remaimng  revemae  b  made  wp  of  cafualties ; 

*  The  patacke  may  lie  Tated  at  from  three  flttllfngs  -to  throe  and  four-pence. 
Tlie  fodd&n  h  a  given  meafure,  taking  its  name  from  the  quantity  that  a  yoke  of 
oxes  cai)  plough  in  a  day,  roughly  takeOi  ^luvalent  to  an  acre. 

I  as 
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as  forfeitures,  fmall  impofts,  and  tolls,  paffing  oa  the  Nile,  and 
Other  parts  of  the  interior  ;  and  above  all,  the  incalculable  pro* 
fit  arifing  from  continued  plunder  of  all  ranks  and  denomina- 
tions. Five,  ten,  twenty  to  thirty  thoufand  patackea  are  de« 
manded,  in  one  day,  of  the  Chriftians  engaged  in  commerce,  at 
another  of  the  Mohammedans,  and  at  another  of  the  Franks. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  unprotected  ftate  in  which  the 
French  merchants  found  themfelves  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  all,  except  three,  were  in  confequence  obliged  to 
leave  Kahira,  and  retire  to  Alexandria^ 

I  never  could  learn  that  the  wandering  Arabs,  or  Bedouins, 
paid  any  regular  tribute.  They  were  often  plundered  and  re- 
pulfed  when  they  came  in  bodiM  too  near  the  city ;  but  in  ge- 
neral the  Beys  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  keep  them  in  good 
humour,  for  their,  perfonal  fecurity,  in  cafe  of  being  expelled 
from'  the  government.  The  article  of  fait,  for  there  zx^/aUnes 
clofe  to  the  fea,  which  fupply  all  Egypt  with  culinary  fait,  pay 
a  low  tmpoft  in  entering  Kahira,  and  another  at  Afllut.  All 
the  proftitutcs,  the  public  baths,  the  places  where  brandy  is  fold, 
{Cbummarij)  &c.  '&c.  are  under  a  particular  jurifdUtioiD,  and 
pay  fomething  to  government. 

In  Kahira  every  trade  or  profeilion  has  its  (hech  or  leader, 
who  has  great  authority  over  the  reft  of  his  order ;  and  this 
circumftance  tends  much  to  the  good  order  of  the  city.  The 
gates  no  lefs,  which  are  at  the  end  of  every  flreet,  and  which, 
though  not  capable  of  refifting  violence,  impede,  the  progrefs, 
and  render  difficult  the  efcape  of  ill-intentioned  perfons.     The 

articles 
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^rticlei  at(0Ve  eiltinidrated  fenil^collisdively  the  .Afiri  drpuUic' 
revenue;  Jkxop  puries  of  which  fliould  ,fae  anQiially. forwarded 
to  Conftantinople,  but  it  is  rejaioted  Jiy.  the.  Beysi  uadet"  pretence 
of  repairing  niofques  and  other  public  works. 

The  Pa(ha  receives,  for  his  whole  expenfes,  one  thoufand 

mahbubsy  or  three  thoufand  piaftres  per  day.     His  eftablifh- 

ment  however  is  large,  fo  that  this  is  not  efteemed  a  rich 

pafiialik. '  .;.::,* 

.    .  •  •  •   • 

Mufad  Bey  is  accuftoffled  to  have  from  the  miiat  daily,  for 
hfe  pocket  expenfes,  five  hunclred  half  )nahb<^t>^,  atid  his  wife 
the  fame.  This  amounts  to  fifteen  hundred  piaftres,  and  is 
only  a  fmall  part  of  his  difburfements. 

The  value  of  land  in  Egypt  is  far  £h>m  being  inconfiderable, 
as'  is  evident  from  the  large  amount  of  the  annual  impoft  which 
is  paid  for  it.  Yet  not  having  been  ^refent  ^it-the  fo^malitiea  of 
bargain  and  fale,  I  feel  myfelf  unprepared  to  give  an  exad 
eftimate  of  it. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  value  of  labour ;  for  as  the 
agricultural  labourer  is  paid  in  the  produce,  a  number  of  cir-- 
cumftances  combine  to  diminifli  the  value  of  what  is  thus  re- 
ceived. Comparing  the  wages  of  the  huibandman  with  the  price 
of  other  labour,  I  ihould  be  inclinedtb  ftate  them  at  about  (ix* 
aaedines,  or  one-ferenth  of  a  piaftre  per.  day,  which,  as^his^toil 
is  often  remitted,  cannot  exceed  forty-*five  pxaflres  annually^ 
Exclufively  of  the  value  of  the  peafant's  clothing,  which  lafts 

12       ,  long. 
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hmg,  it  is  icarcely  poffible  that  the  maize,  lentilis,  milk,  butter, 
&c«  on  which  he  feeds,  can  amount  to  left  than  three  pans  or 
mediaes  daily,  for  eadi  individual. 


Ten$irc  af  Lands. 

An  explicit  declaration  of  Mohammed  himfelf,  *^  That  pro« 
perty,  after  the  death  of  the  proprietor,  cannot  be  detained 
from  divifion  among  his  heirs,''  fhewsnn  how  great  refped 
iilheritance  was  held  by  him,  and  how  little  he  was  inclined  to 
,  cOnfider  as  annexed  to  the  fovereign  power,  the  property  of  the 
lands  of  the  countries  it  governed. 

But  the  £uxie  moderation  and  good  policy  has  not  been  found 
among  his  fucceflbrs.  His  code  has  been  perverted  to  fandtioa 
abufes,  or  trampled  on  by  the  infolence  of  power. 

In  many  of  the  countries  over  which  the  Othman  emperor 
exercifes  or  claims  the  fovereign  authority,  the  property  of  the 
land  is  claimed  by  the  Government  in  right  of  conqvcft; 
and  though  material  exceptions  muft  have  had  place  in  Egypt^ 
with  rdpefik  to  the  great  number  who  embraced  Moham-^ 
medtfm,  or  confented  to  pay  the  yisdi^  dxA  who  confequendy 
did  not  forfeit  their  lands,  all  thefe  dlftindions  are  now  cott- 
fbundied,  and,  atienatittns,  forfeitures,  and,  more  than  aU|  violence, 
have  reduced  the  whole  to  one  undiftingui£bed  maik 

The 
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r  The  greater  part  of  the  lands  in  Egypt,  h  to  be  confidered  as 
divided  between  the  Government,  and  the  rsligions  bodies  who 
perform  the  fervioe  of  the  mofques,  who  have  obtained  poflei^ 
fion  of  what  they  now  hold  by  the  munificence  of  princes  and 
lich  men,  or  by  the  meafures  taken  by  individuals  for  the 
benefit  of  their  pofterity.  The  property  of  the  mofques  is 
called  likiiff  a  term  fignifying,  in  its  technical  acceptation,  the 
appropriation  of  a  thing  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  proprietor's 
sight  in  it  ihall  continue,  but  the  profit  belong  to  feme  charitable 
cftabliihrneot. 

'  From  the  right  which  the  Government  claims  to  inherit'- 
a&ces,  wd  the  ruinous  fines  paid  on  readmiflion,  thofe  who 
have  landed  property  frequently  make  this  apprc^riation  to  the 
teofque,  and  dieir  lands  become  part  of  the  waif  of  that 
eftabliihment.  The  Government  then  has  no  farther  claim  on 
them.  But  the  appropriator  takes  care,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
his  next  heir,  or  if  a  minor,  truftees  on  his  behalf,  under  the 
name  of  MuhpiUi^  ihall  receive  the  rents,  and  fo  oxky  as  long  as 
any  heirs  remain  in  the  family*  The  individual  continues  ia 
thfe  /ecure .  receipt  of  his  income,  paying  however  aonuaUy  a 
fmall  proportion  xif  it  to  the  admimftrators  of  the  raofijue* 

'  ft  vrill  hence  be  d>ferved,  that  m  Egypt,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  tenants  and  cultivators  hold  either  of  the  Government, 
or  the  procurators  of  the  molques.  To  the  perfonal  eafe  of  the 
ettklvator,  and  the  general  good  of  the  whde,  it  is  of  little 
confequence  which.     For  there  is  one  circumftance  common  to 

them 
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them  both,  viz.  that  their  lands,  becoming  unoccupied,  are 
never  let  but  on  terms  ruinou»  to  the  tenant.  For  as  there  is  a 
number  of  bidders,  and  the  managers  of  them  are  exorbitant  in 
their  demands,  the  tenant  becomes  acceflbry  to  his  own  mifery, 
by  engaging  to  pay  the  owner  fo  large  a  portion  of  the  produd^ 
that  his  profits  are  abfolutely  infignificant. 

I'hefe  contrads  are  of  various  forms,  but  commonly  made 
for  a  ^ven  number  of  years,  or  for  life,  in  the  nature  of  leafes. 
The  occupier,  aflifted  by  his  family,  is  the  cultivator ;  and  in 
the  operations  of  hufbandry  fcarcely  requires  any  other  aid* 
When  the  Nile  rifes,  thofe  who  are  employed  to  water  the 
fields  are  commonly  hired  labourers*  Volney  *  has  laid  gene* 
rally,  that  the  peafants  of  Egypt  are  hired  labourers.  It  will 
hence  be  feen  to  how  fmall  a  portion  of  them  thofe.  terms  can 
be  properly  applied. 

The  hired  fervahts  of  the  great  are  paid  chiefly  by  having 
their  food  provided  for  them,  and  receiving  occafionally  pre^ 
fents  of  clothes;  excepting  what  they  obtsun  by  extortion, 
opportunities  of  which  are  given  eveh  to  the  lowefl:  menial,  by 
the  fyftem  of  terror  eftabliihed  in  the  country. 

The  tenant  of  land  commonly  holds  no  more  than  he  and 
his  family  can  cultivate,  and  gather  the  produce  of.  Yet  he  ^s 
far  from  being  a  villain,  attached  to  the  foil,  having  always  the 
power  of.  quitting  his  &rm  to  obtain  another  in  a  different 

*  Engliihedit.  p.  i88* 

quarter. 


EGYPT,    AND    SYRIA.  63 

(quarter.  It  however  often  happens,  that  families  are  conneded 
with  a  particular  fpot  for  a  great  length  of  time*  I  have  met 
with  perfons  of  that  dei&:ription  at  Ben-Ali  near  Affiut,  whofe 
ancefiors  of  the  fifth  remove  had  refided  in  the  fame  fpot. 
**  I  ufed  to  fmoke  tobacco,"  (fsud  one  of  them,  a  very  old  man,) 
^  but  it  coft  me  almoft  a  para  a-day,  and  times  are  always 
*^  growing  worfe,  fo  now  I  am  fatisfied  with  a  dry  reed,  till  the 
"  mailer  (Uj^)  free  me  from  thefe  embarrafiments^" 


I  fhall  now  return  to  the  topography  and  population  of  this 
great  city.  It  has  been  originally  walled,  but  at  prefent  only 
fragments  remain.  The  dimenfions  of  the  city  from  North  to 
South  *  gready  exceed  thofe  from  Eaft  to  Weft.  There  are 
feveral  open  fpaces,  but  the  houfes,  generally  fpeaking,  are  clofe 
to  each  other.  The  Cbalige^  which  pierces  the  city  from  North 
to  South,  commencing  near  Mifr-el-Attike,  aflfumes  various 
afpeds,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year.  Its  moft  per« 
manent  charader  is  that  of  a  dunghill,  a  public  receptacle  for 
all  kinds  of  ofial.  Before  the  rife  of  the  Nile,  it  is  cleaned,  and 
becomes  a  ftreet ;  it  is  then  filled  by  the  increafe  of  the  river, 
and  exhibits  the  appearance  of  a  canal  covered  with  boatsw 

Here  it  may  be  remarked  in  general  concerning  that  noble 
river,  that  its  rife  feems  to  remain  the  fame  as  in  the  mofi 
antient  times,  namely,  fixteen^  cubits,  or  twenty-four  feet  in 
perpendicular  height.      The  medium  increafe  is  nearly  four 

^  The  length  may  be  eftimated  at  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  yards. 

inchea 
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inthet  a^^day ;  and  takes  place,  as  is  Trell  known,  from  the  end 
of  June  to  the  beginning  of  September,  from  which  period  to 
the  following  foiftice  it  is  gradually  falling,  again  to  rife* 
Thbfe  rerfed  in  andent  aftfonomy  know,  that  the  rife  of  the 
riYer  waa  indicated  by  the  heliacal  rifing  of  Sixins,  or  the  Dog- 
ftar^  a  few  mornings  before ;  whence  that  ftar  was  denominated, 
as  refenDibUng  the  fidelity  of  a  dog,  in  warning  his  mafter  to 
remove  his  tfkSts  from  the  ravages  of  the  ftream.  it  is  afletted 
that  Sihor,  or  Sihir,  is  an  antient  name  of  the  Nile,  as  well  as 
the  Indus,  whence  Siru^  corruptly  Sirim^  another  appellation 
of  the  moft  brilliant  of  aU  the  fixied  flars. 

Mr.  Gray's  wdUknown  defeription  of  Egypt,  as  immerfed 
under  the  influx  of  the  Nile,  is  exquiikely  poetical,  but  far 
from  jufL  In  Upper  Egypt  the  river  is  <7on£ned  by  hsgh  banks^ 
whkh  prevent  any  inundation  into  the  adjacent  country.  This 
is  alfo  the  cafe  in  Lower  Egypt,  except  at  the  extremkies  of 
the  Delta,  where  the  Nile  is  never  more  than  a  tew  feet  fadow 
the  furface  of  the  groumd,  and  where  imindatiiOQ  of  conrfe 
tak^  plaoe.  But  the  country,  as  may  be  expeded,  ts  withMtt 
habitations.  The  fertility  of  Egypt  arifes  from  hnmaa  aru 
The  lands  near  the  river  are  watered  by  machines ;  and  if  they 
extend  to  any  width,  canals  have  been  cut.  The  feil  in:geiieral 
IS  fo  rich  as  to  require  no  manure.  It  ts  a  pme  Uack  mouM, 
free  from  ftones,  and  of  a  very  tenacious  and  unions  nature. 
When  left  uacuhivated,  I  have  obferved  fiflures,  atafing  fmm 
the  extreme  heat,  of  which  a  fpear  of  fix  feet  could  not  reach 
the  bottom^ 

The 
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The  greateft  breadth  of  this  majeitic  river  may  be  compoted 
at  two  thoufand  feet,  or  about  a  third  of  a  mUe.  Its  motion  is 
even  flower  than  that  of  the  Thames,  and  doea  not  exceed  three 
miles  an  hour.  The  water  is  always  muddy :  in  April  and 
May,  when  it  is  cleared,  it  has  dill  a  cloudy  hue.  Whei^ 
it  overflows,  the  colour  is  a  dirty  red.  It  is  replete  with  a 
variety  of  fifli ;  thofe  I  have  chiefly  obferved  are,  Bultij  Labi*U9 
Niloticus  J  KeIlh<Ubabr  j  FarbSn ;  Cbarmut^  a  round  fifli  about 
eight  inches  long,  and  faid  to  be  poifonous;  Tabdfh^l^abr^ 
the  eel,  Mursena  Anguilla;  Nefq/b^  apparently  a  fpecies  of 
falmon,  and  found  of  very  large  fize.  It  feems  not  now  deter- 
minable of  what  fpecies,  or  whether  of  any  now  known,  was 
the  fifli  called  Oxyryncbus^  fo  famous  in  the  antiquities  of  Egypt 
D'Anville  fays  it  is  the  one  now  called  Kejber.  The  beft  is  the 
BuUi^  fomewhat  like  the  white  trout,  but  fometimes  attaining 
fuch  a  fize  as  to  weigh  fifty  pounds.  Except  good  and  large 
eels,  none  of  the  fifli  have  a  flrid  (imilitude  of  the  European. 

From  Kdhira  to  Afsuan,  a  difUnce  of  about  three  hundred 
and  fixty  miles,  the  banks,  except  where  rocky,  prefent  no 
natural  plant;  they  fomewhat  refemble  the  fteps  of  flairs,  and 
are  fown  with  all  forts  of  efculent  vegetables,  chiefly  that  ufeful 
plant  the  Bamea.  It  grows  to  a  little  more  than  three  feet  in 
height,  with  leaves  like  thofe  of  the  currant-bufh ;  and  produces 
oblong  aculeated  pods,  which  lend  a  pleafant  flavour  to  the  repafL 

Among  feveral  kinds  of  water-fowl  which  frequent  the  Nile, 

may  be  mentioned  what  is  here  called  the  Turkey  goofe.  Anas 

Nilotica^  Lin.  a  large  fowl,  the  flefh  of  which  is  palatable  and 

falubrious  food. 

K  Other 
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Other  ftriking  and  antient  features  of  this  diftinguiflied  ftream, 
are  the  rafts  of  Belaffes^  or  large  white  jars,  ufed  for  carrying 
water;  little  rafts  of  gourds,  on  which  a  fingle  perfon  conduAs 
himfelf  with  great  philofophical  dignity  acrofs  the  dream ;  and 
the  divers,  who,  concealing  their  heads  in  pumpkins,  approach 
the  water-fowl  unperceived,  and  feize  them  by  the  legs.  Con- 
cerning the  crocodile  and  hippopotamus  fo  much  has  been  faid, 
that  I  defpair  of  adding  any  thing  new.  The  latter  I  never 
faw  or  heard  of  in  Egypt ;  in  Nubia  they  are  faid  to  abound. 
The  crocodile  itfelf  feems  reduced  in  number,  and  is  confined 
to  the  diftridl  above  Afliut,  where  he  is  dangerous  to  bathers. 
A  young  man  bathing  at  Dendera,  a  day  or  two  before  t 
arrived,  had  his  leg  bitten  off  by  one  of  thofe  unwieldy  animals. 

Parallel  to  the  Cbaiige*  runs  the  principal  ftreet.  It  fhould 
be  obferved  that  the  houfes  of  the  Europeans  are  all  on  the 
ChaligCj  the  ftench  of  which  has  been  fuppofed  to  operate  in 
producing  the  peftilence,  to  which  that  order  of  men  is  how- 
ever the  lead  fubjeft.  The  mofques  in  Kahira  are  computed 
at  more  than  three  hundred  ;  four  or  five  of  them  far  exceed- 
ing the  reft  in  fplendor.  The  yama  el  jiz-ber  is  a  very  confi- 
derable  eleemofynary  eftablifliment,  fupplying  chiefly  poor 
ecclefiaftics,  to  the  amount  of  fome  thoufands,  with  broth  and 
other  articles.  Moft  of  the  mendicants  in  Kahira  are  eccle- 
fiaftics, who  urge  their  ftudies  as  an  excufe  for  idlenefs.  Blind- 
nefs,  I  know  not  from  what  caufe,  aflfeding  one  or  both  eyes,  is 

*  The  city  is  ftlll  infelled  with  the  ufual  herds  of  dogs^  and  the  kites  ftill 
(hriek  wildly  over  the  canal}  while  the  turtle-doves,  unmolefted  by  men  or 
children,  breed  in  the  houfes,  building  their  nefts  under  the  projeding  beams. 

extremely 
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extremely  common  among  the  Egyptian  beggars.  The  mofque 
called  y^/?w  elAzrber  is  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  of  Kahira, 
ornamented  with  pillars  of  marble,  and  Perfian  carpets.  The 
property  attached  to  this  mofque  is  immenfe.  A  fhech,  being 
an  ecclefiaftic  of  the  highefl  order,  prefides  over  the  eftabliih- 
ment ;  which  alfo  Cupports  a  number  of  perfons  diflinguifhed 
for  their  profound  Ikill  in  theology,  and  accurate  knowlege  of 
literal  Arabic.  It  is  fumifhed  with  an  extenfive  colle&ion  of 
MSS.  and  leAures  are  read  on  all  fubjeds  which  are  here 
called  fcientific^  being  commonly  removed  fartheft  from 
•  fcience. 

The  other  mofques  moft  frequented  are,  that  of  Sultan  el 
Gbouriy  el  Hajfanein^  and,  of  later  date,  that  erefted  by  Mo- 
hammed Bey  Abudhahab.  For  the  conftru£tion  of  the  latter 
the  moft  coftly  materials  were  provided,  and  it  is  efteemed  a 
chef'ffcsuvre  of  oriental  magnificence. 

The  Saracenic  ftruQure  on  the  ifland  Rouda^  which  contains 
^tMokktasy  orNilometer,  has  been  reprefented  in  various  defigns, 
and  repeatedly  defcribed.  The  graduation  of  it  is  confufed, 
imperfed,  and  not  to  be  depended  on  :  fo  that  they  who  would 
inform  themfelves  corredlly  as  to  the  Nile's  increafe,  fhould 
make  their  obfervation  on  fome  fmooth  furface,  wafhed  by  the 
river,  and  perpendicular  to  its  plane  ;  never  depending  on  the 
public  report,  which  the  cryers  are  fubomed  to  make  agreeable 
to  the  will  of  government ;  and  which  at  the  beginning  of  the 
increafe  generally  exceeds  the  truth,  and  afterwards  falls  fhort 

of  it. 

K  2  Large 
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Large  aftd  fumptuous  refervoirs  ^e  found  in  various  parts  of 
the  city,  "where  water  is  given  to  paflfengers.  Baths,  adorned 
with  marble,  and  provided  with  every  poflible  convenience,  and 
plenty  of  water,  alfo  abound.  The  attendants  are  extremely 
dextrous,  and  the  charge  very  reafonable. 

The  Okals,  or  warehoufes,  are  fpacious,  ftrongly  built,  com^ 
modious  and  clean.  Thefe  are  for  wholefale  goods.  For  retail, 
^re  the  bazars,  as  KJbin  Cbalil^  Hamjawi^  &c.  extenGve  build- 
ings, with  convenient  (hops,  each  trade  in  its  allotted  quarter, 
and  copioufly  fupplied  with  every  commodity. 

Through  the  greater  part  of  the  city  the  hoi^s  are  built  with 
ftone,  two,  or  fometimes  three  dories  high,  with  fiat  roofs.  The 
windows  of  the  upper  ftories  are  latticed,  the  ground  floor 
being  either  a  fhop  or  having  no  windows  to  the  ftreet.  Some- 
times the  lattices  fufiice ;  a  few  have  paper  windows^  fome  of 
the  rich  have  glafs. 

The  houfes  of  the  great  chiefly  furround  Birket^l^ftl^  a  pool 
which  receives  the  Nile  water  from  the  Cbalige.  The  palace  of 
a  Bey  contains  a  fquare  court,  one  or  two  fides  occupied  by  his 
Maml{iks.  Apart  is  the  Harem.  The  room  in  which  the  Bey 
generally  fits  in  fummer  has  a  contrivance  in  the  roof  to  admit 
A  copious  fupply  of  freih  ain  In  Kahira  fire  is  only  employed 
in  cookery,  the  eflfeds  of  cold  being  fufficiently  obviated  by 
warmer  clothing. 
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1%e  apartments  ^  the  women  are  faraiihed  wii&  Ae  fineft 
and  moft  expeofive  articles ;  but  thoTe  of  the  men  are  only  re- 
markable for  a  plain  ftyle  of  neatnefs.  The  houfes  in  general 
are  irregular,  but  fubftantial  and  commodious^ 

The  Maml'Cdn  fxeakfaft  before  fun-riie,  make  theur  iecond 
meal  at  ten,  and  the  third  about  five  in  the  afternoon*  Animal 
food  abounds.  A  large  difh  of  pilau  appears  in  the  middle  q£ 
the  table,  fturrounded  with  fmall  dilhes  of  meat,  fifli,  and  fowls. 
The  meat  is  cut  into  minute  pieces  before  it  be  drefled.  Drink 
only  water,  and  immediately  after  the  meal,  coffee  is  ferved* 
At  the  tables  of  the  great  Jberbct  is  introduced.  Egypt  pro- 
duces no  wine  ;  the  Greeks  and  Franks  procure  that  commo- 
£ty  from  other  quarters. 

Hie  Egyptians. ftill  make  a  fermented  liquor  of  maize,  millet, 
barley  or  rice,  but  it  bears  little  refemblance  to  our  ale.  It  is  of 
a  light  colour,  and  in  the  hot  feafon  will  not  keep  above  a  -day ; 
but  it  is  fufficiently  pkafant  to  the  tafk.  It  is  drank  in  confi- 
derable  quantities  in  Kahira  and  in  Said.  The  native  Chriftiana 
mofUy  diftii  for  themfelves,  from  dates,  a  liquor  called  by  the 
general  name  AraJn\  it  is  alfo  made  from  currants,  or  the 
fmaU  grapes  imported  from  Cerigo.. 

When  brought  into  the  houfes,  the  water  of  the  Nile  is  put 
into  jars,  called  hammam^  previoufly  rubbed,  in  the  infide,  with 
a  kind  of  paAe,  made  of  bitter  almonds.  Thus  preferved,  it 
becomes  'quite  clear  and  limpid  in  two  hours»  But  it  is  oftea 
drank  in  its  mofl  muddy  ffcate,  without  any  ill  eficdls. 

The 
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The  eyes  and  fingers  are  the  only  patts  of  a  woman  that  are 
vlfible  in  public.  In  general,  the  women  of  Kahira  are  not 
tall,  but  well  formed.  The  upper  ranks  tolerably  fair,  in 
which  and  in  fatnefs,  confifl:  the  chief  praifes  of  beauty  in  the 
Egyptian  climate.  They  marry  at  fourteen  or  fifteen,  and  at 
twenty  are  pafled  their  prime.  For  what  reafon  the  natives  of 
hot  climates  ordinarily  ptefer  women  of  large  perfons,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  difcover.  Neverthelefs,  the  Coptic  women 
have  interefling  features,  large  black  eyes,  and  a  genteel 
form. 

The  population  of  Kahira  confifts,  i.  o£  the  Arabs,  or 
lower  clafs  of  Mohammedans,  who  form  the  body  of  the 
people,  and  who  pride  themfelves  in  the  name  of  ibn  Arab^ 
fon  of  ail  Arabian.  2.  Of  the  Coptic  Chriflians,  who  form  a 
confiderable  number,  here  and  in  Upper  Egypt  j  in  the  Delta 
they  are  rare.  3.  Mamluks.  I  was  aflured  that,  during  the 
lafl  eleven  years,  not  fewer  than  fixteen  thoufand  white  flaves, 
of  both  fexes,  have  been  imported  into  Egypt.  A  plague  had 
carried  off  a  thoufand  Mamiluks,  and  other  caufes  had  re- 
duced their  number  to  about  eight  thoufand,  fo  that  there 
was  a  great  demand  for  the  article.  Still  I  cannot  venture 
to  eflimate  the  number  of  Mamluks  at  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand.  4.  Greeks,  Syrians,  and  Armenians ;  Mug- 
grebins,  from  Tripoli,  Tunis,  and  Morocco,  who  have  a 
quarter  to  themfelves,  are  remarkable  for  induflry  and  fru- 
gality, and  are  attrafted  hither  by  the  great  profits  of  trade. 
Other  Mohammedans  from  Arabia  Proper,  and  yet  farther 
Eafl.      There  are  very  few  Turks  eftabliflied  in  Egypt^  but 

many 
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many  come  hither  on  buiinefs,  and  return  to  Conflantinople. 
Jews  were  once  numerous,  but  are  now  on  the  decreafe.  Exclu- 
fively  of  negro. ilaves  in  every  houfe,  there  are  blacks  from  Nubia, 
who  zQ,  as  porters  at  the  gates  of  the  rich,  and  fometimes  fell 
6ou5sa  and  eatables. 

In  general,  the.  total  population  of  Kahira  cannot  certainly  be 
eftimated  at  lefs  than  three  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  £gypc 
may  contain,  in  all,  two  millions  and  a  half. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  population  of  Egypt,  and  other  countries 
under  the  fame  circumflances,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  among 
ourfelves,  to  obtain  a  tolerably  correct  knowlege  of  the  num- 
ber of  people  in  a  town  or  city,  it  is  fufficient  to  know  the 
number  of  houfes,  and  the  average  number  of  inhabitants  in 
each  houfe-  In  Egypt  the  cafe  is  widely  different.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  people  has  no  vifible  dwelling.  The  flighted 
flielter  fuflices  to  protect  them  from  the  inconfiderable  variations 
of  a  regular  climate,  and  obfcurity,  under  the  falcon  eye  of 
power  always  a  blefling,  is  here  fought  with  peculiar  avi- 
dity. 

Of  all  thofe  defcriptions  of  men,  the  Copts,  or  original  inha- 
bitants, moft  intereft  curiofity.  There  are  fome  peculiarities  of 
feature  common  to  all  of  them.  I  was  not  ftruck  with  any  re- 
femblance  of  the  negro  features  or  form.  Their  hair  and  eyes 
are  indeed  of  a  dark  hue,  and  the  former  is  often  curled ;  but 
not  in  a  greater  degree  than  is  occafionally  feen  among  Euro^ 

peans.     The  nofe  is  often  aquiline,  and  though  the  lips  be 

fometimes 
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fometimes  thick,  by  no  means  generally  fo ;  and  on  the  whole, 
a  ftrong  refemblance  may  be  traced  between  the  form  of  viiage 
in  the  modem  Copts,  and  that  prefented  in  the  antient  mum« 
mies,  paintings,  and  ftatues. 

Their  complexion,  like  that  of  the  Arabs,  is  of  a  dufky 
brown ;  it  is  reprefented  of  die  fame  colour  in  the  paintings 
which  I  hare  feen  in  the  tombs  of  Thebes* 

The  Coptic  language  may  be  confidered  as  extindt.  Nu- 
merous and  minute  refearches  have  enabled  me  to  afcertain  this 
fsk€t.  In  Upper  Egypt,  however,  they  unknowingly  retain 
fome  Coptic  words,  fuch  as  Boyf^ni^  the  name  of  a  month. 

Neverthdefs,  in  the  Coptic  monafteries,  the  prayers  are  read 
in  Arabic,  and  the  epiftle  and  gofpel  in  Coptic ;  but  the  prieft 
is  a  mere  parrot,  repeating  a  dead  letter.  Coptic  manufcripts 
are  found  in  fon^e  of  the  convents,  and  leave  to  copy  them 
might  be  obtained  from  the  Patriarch. 

Their  creed  is  the  Monothelite,  or  Eutychian  herefy.  The 
folely  divine  nature  of  Chrift,  the  proceffion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
from  the  Father  alone.  The  Copts  embrace  tr anfubftantiatioo ;  in 
which,  and  other  points,  the  Catholics  of  Kahira  think  they 
approach  their  faith  nearer  than  the  Greeks.  Yet  the  Copts 
have  adopted  from  the  Mohammedans  the  cufiom  of  frequent 
proflrations  during  divine  fervice,  and  of  public  individual 
prayer ;  of  ablution  after  the  conjugal  rites,  igcc. 
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The  Copts  are  an  acute  and  ingenious  people.  They  are 
generally  writers  and  accomptants.  In  bufinefs  they  accu- 
mulate money  fleadily,  without  ihew  ;  long  experience  having 
taught  them,  what  the  other  Chrlflians  have  yet  to  learn,  that, 
under  an  arbitrary  government,  obfcurity  is  fafety.  Melancholic 
in  their  temperament,  but.  when  called  into  a£tion,  induflrious 
and  laborious.  Otherwife,  fond  of  their  diftilled  liquor,  and 
rather  licentious  in  their  amours.  The  Copts  are  zealous  in 
their  faith,  and  their  ecclefiaftics  are  numerous^ 

«  *  • 

It  is  remarkable,  that  in  Egypt  the  children  of  Europeans 
feldom  furvive  their  fecond  or  third  year.  This  proceeds,  it  is 
likely,  from  the  improper  warmth  of  place  and  clothing,  in 
which  they  are  kept  by  the  injudicious  fondnefs  of  their  pa- 
rents, while  the  children  of  the  natives  run  about  almoft  naked, 
and  enjoy.a  conftitution  firm  andvigorous. 
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CHAP.     VI. 


KAHIRA. 


Commerce — Manufa3uresr^Mint—Cq/iIe  and  well — Mlfr  attike 
— Antient  mofque — Antient  Babylon — Fojlat — Bulak — yize — 
Tomb  ofSbafei — Pleafure^boats — Charmers  of  Serpents — Magic 
— Dancing  girls — Coffee^boufes — Price  of  provijions — Recent 
hiftory  of  Egypt — Account  of  the  prefent  Beys^ 

JtSEfoRjz  the  revolution  in  commercei  occafioned  by  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  paflage  to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that 
of  Kahira  was  very  extenfive.  It  has  fintre  gradually  declined, 
and  is  now  reftri^ted  to  the  following  articles. 

From  Yemen  are  imported  coffee,  odours,  gems,  and  feveral 
ufeful  drugs.  From  Surat,  and  other  neighbouring  parts  of 
India,  muflins  and  various  articles  of  cotton  manufadure,  a 
portion  of  the  fpices  of  Ceylon ;  fhawls  from  Cafhmir. 

Kahira  may  ftill  be  regarded  as  the  metropolis  of  the  trade  of 
eaftern  Africa,  as  Tripoli  chiefly  poffefles  that  of  the  weft.  A 
few  flaves  are  brought  from  Habbefh  (Abyffinia)  by  the  way  of 
Jidda  and  Mecca.  Caravans  pafs  to  and  from  Sennaar,  Dar- 
Fur,  and  Fezzan,  bringing  flaves,  gold-duft,  ivory,  horns  of 
Rhinoceros,  Oftrich  feathers,  gum,  drugs. 

There 
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There  is  another  uncertain  caravan  from  Morocco,  which 
employs  five  thoufand  camels  for  merchandife ;  part  pafles  to 
Mecca,  and  part  remains  to  tranfadt  bufinefs,  and  await  the 
return  of  the  pilgrims.  The  other  caravans  are  merely  for  the 
carriage  of  goods ;  and  the  camels  are  fupplied  by  the  Arabs, 
who  rove  through  the  deferts  which  form  the  boundaries  of 
Egypt. 

The  navigation  of  tfie. Red. Sea  cannot  be  conduced  upon 
Vfotfh  principles  than  it  is  by  the  Egyptians  and  Ar jtb$.  The 
flxips  are  conftru£ted  on  a  wrong  plan,  being  fharp,  while  th« 
{hallows  and  rocks  require  vefTels  that  draw  little  water ;  and 
they  are  overcharged  with  paflengcrs  and  goods.  Hence  the 
paflage  would  be  dangerous,  even  if  managed  by  able  navi- 
gators ;  but  the  mariners  here  are  extremely  unfkilful,  and  only 
pique  themfelvds  on  avoiding  the  funk  rocks  near  the  fliore,  in 
which  it  muft  be  confefTed  they  are  very  dextrous.  The  ihips 
employed  by  perfons  refiding  in  Egypt  are  thirty-feven  in  num- 
ber, fo  far  as  I  could  learn  from  an  agent  at  Suez,  and  fo  many 
are  loft,  that  the  continual  building  barely  fupplies  the  ufual 
number. 

-  European  imports  in  general  have  been  fpecified  undeir  the 
head  Alexandria.  From  Tunis  and  Tripoli  are  brought  oil, 
red  caps,  of  a  particular  manufaQure,  for  which  Tunis  is 
famous,  and  fine  flannel,  ufed  for  garments  by  the  Bedouins  and 
others.  From  Syria  arrive  cotton,  (ilk,  crude  and  manufac- 
tured,  foap,  tobacco,   beads  of  glafs.     From  Conftantinople, 

L  2  befides 
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befides  white  flaves,  male  and  female,  all  kinds  of  brafs,  copper, 
and  iron  manufadnres. 

Proceeding  to  exports,  thofe  to  Europe  have  been  mentioned 
in  treating  of  Alexandria,  and  thofe  to  Dar-Fur  fhall  be  enume- 
rated when  we  come  to  vifit  that  kingdom.  To  Sennaar  and 
Fezzan,  the  fame  with  Dar-Fur.  Hedjas,  in  Arabia,  is  wholly 
fupplied  with  grain  from  Egypt,  but  the  trade  to  India  and 
Jidda  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  money.  To  Conflilntinople,  black 
jQaves,  chiefly  eunuchs,  great  quantities  of  coflfee,  and  fome 
Indian  goods,  though  thefe  be  for  the  mofl:  part  conveyed 
thither  by  caravans. 

Egypt  was  formerly  the  granary  of  Rome  and  of  Confl:an- 
tinople.  The  exports  of  rice  remain  very  great,  with  confi- 
derable  quantities  of  wheat  from  Upper  Egypt,  in  favourable 
years.  No  oats  are  feen  in  Egypt ;  ^nd  the  barley  is  confumed 
by  the  horfes. 

To  Syria  are  exported  rice,  crude  leather,  flax,  and  fome- 
times  wheat. 

The  manufafliures  at  Kahira  are  not  numerous.  The  fugar 
cane  being  cultivated  with  eafe  in  Egypt,  it  was  manufadhired 
in  great  quantities  at  Kahira,  fo  as  to  fupply  Conflantinople. 
But  a  capital  being  requifite,  Government  made  demands  on  it 
which  crufhed  the  trade.  The  fugar,  though  of  lefs  ftrength 
than  that  of  the  Weft  Ii^dies,  was  nev<5rthelefs  well  refined,  of 

a  clofe 
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a  clofe  texture,  pure  and  of  a  light  white.  It  is  now  extremely 
bad,  and  fo  fcarce  as  to  fell  for  fourteen  pence  the  pound, 
retail. 

The  fal  ammoniac  made  at  Kahira  is  of  a  vdry  good  quality* 
Glafs  lamps,  faltpetre,  and  gun- powder,  red  and  yellow  lea- 
ther, for  home-confumption.  There  is  a  great  manufacture  of 
linen  cloth  made  of  the  fine  Egyptian  flax* 

The  mode  almoft  peculiar  to  Kahira,  of  hatching  eggs  with- 
out incubation,  has  been  very  minutely  defcribed  by  former 
travellers. — ^The  praAice  is  faid  by  the  Egyptians  to  proceed 
from  the  experience  that,  at  a  certain  leafon,  the  eggs  foftered 

ft 

only  by  the  hens  are  commonly  unprolific.  Of  thofe  hatched 
in  the  ovens,  on  the  contrary,  not  quite  one  third  is  loft. — The 
oven&  where  thefe  eggs  are  placed  are  of  the  moft  fimple  con- 
ftruQ:ion,  confifting  only  of  a  low  arched  apartment  of  clay. 
Two  rows  of  Ihelves  are  formed,  and  the  eggs  placed  on  each 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  touch  each  other.  They  are  flightly 
moved  five  or  fix  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  whole 
time  they  are  in  the  oven  does  not  exceed  twenty-two  days, 

when  the  chickens  free  themfelves  from  the  fhell.     All  poifible 

« 

care  is  taken  to  diSufe  the  heat  equally  throughout,  and  there 
is  but  one  fmall  aperture,  large  enough  to  admit  a  man  ftoop- 
ing.  During  the  firft  eight  days  the  heat  is  rendered  great, 
and,  during  the  laft  eight  is  gradually  diminifhed ;  till  at  length, 
when  the  young  brood  is  ready  to  come  forth,  it  is  reduced 
almoft  to  the  ftate  of  the  natural  atmofphere.  At  the  end  of 
the  firft  eight  days,  it  is  known  which  eggs  will  not  be  pro- 

dudive. 
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dudlive.  Thofe  who  have  eggs  to  be  hatched,  bring  them  to 
the  mailer  of  the  oven,  and  contra^  to  pay  fo  much  a  hundred; 
and  when  the  chickens  appear,  he  receives  his  money  on  deli- 
vering them.  Thofe  which  have  not  fucceeded,  are  required 
to  be  produced.     The  oven  is  public  property. 

Kahira  is  the  only  mint  for  Egypt,  where  they  ftrike  in  gold 
mahbubs  and  half  mahbubs ;  the  firft  about  five  (hillings  in 
value.  In  copper  walhed  with  filver  the  fmall  coins  worth 
about  a  hal^enny,  and  called  in  Turkifh  paras^  in  Arabic 
diwanij  fuddhay  or  matdi :  by  European  writers,  q/pers^  and 
medines.  On  one  fide  is  the  name  of  the  reigning  Sultan,  on 
the  reverfe,  Mifr^  and  the  date. 

The  mint  is  fixed  in  the  caftle,  built  by  the  celebrated  Tuf- 
fuf  abu  Moddafar  ibn  Aiub^  whofe  title  of  honour  was  Salah- 
eddin,  in  the  fixth  century  of  Mohammedifm.  The  people  of 
the  country,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  confounding  all  hiftory 
and  chronology,  attribute  it  to  Jofeph  the  fon  of  Ifaac,  whofe 
palace  they  fay  it  was ;  but  it  is  unnecefiary  to  confute  an  opi- 
nion wholly  unfupported  by  fa^ts.  Including  the  quarters  of 
the  Janizaries  and  Aflabs  (the  latter  of  whom  no  longer  exift), 
the  building  occupies  a  large  fpace.  But  it  is  irregular,  and  the 
Pafha's  apartments  are  mean  and  incommodious.  The  well  is 
of  great  depth,  and  has  been  hewn  with  much  labour  through 
the  folid  rock,  but  as  that  rock  is  of  a  foft  nature,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  work  is  not  comparable  to  that  of  fome  excavations 
which  have  been  executed  in  feveral  other  places.  The  broken 
remains  of  the  palace  of  Salah-eddin,  are  indeed  worthy  of 

remark. 
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lemark.  An  apartment  of  great  length  overlooks  the  city,  the 
river,  and  the  adjacent  country ;  and  feveral  beautiful  columns 
raife  their  heads  out  of  the  general  wreck.  In  a  chamber  of 
this  building  is  fabricated  the  embroidered  cloth,  which  the 
munificence  of  the  Porte  annually  devotes  to  the  ufe  of  the 

Mifr-el-Attike,  to  the  South  of  the  prefent  city,  is  pleafantly 
fituated,  and  well  inhabited.  It  can  now  only  be  efteemed  a 
faux-bourg  of  the  former.  A  mofque  there,  faid,  probably 
without  reafon,  to  have  been  built  by  order  of  the  Chalife 
Omar,  was  lately  refcued  from  the  oblivion  to  which  it  was 
baftening,  by  the  mandate  of  Murad  Bey.  This  mofque  is  a 
building  of  great  extent;  there  may  be  diirty  or  thirty-fiv« 
columns  remaining  in  their  original  pofition.  The  reft  have 
been  reverfed,  and  again  fet  up  without  any  regard  to  orden 
The*  moft  perfed:  remain  is  a  fmall  o£bagon  building  in  the 
middle  of  the  mofque,  fupported  by  eight  Corinthian  columns^ 
the  fhaft,  about  ten  feet  high,  of  blue-and-white  marble.  In 
this  fmall  edifice  is  a  chamber,  which  is  faid  never  to  have  been 
opened.  Multitudes  of  columns  appear  around,  to  the  num- 
ber of  more  than  a  hundred,  fome  in  black  marble,  one  has  a 
fmall  cavity,  fabled  an  imprcffion  made  by  the  hand  of  the 
Prophet.  The  cement  is  fo  hard  as  to  evince  that  the  Saracens 
were  no  flrangers  to  the  antient  mode  of  preparing  it.  Many 
arches  of  an  elliptical  form  remain,  and  fome  infcriptions,  on 
the  Weft,  probably  the  place  of  the  antient  gate,  as  it  is  of  the 
modern. 

Antient 
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•  Antient  Arabic  books,  fome  of  them  in  the  Kuphic  cha- 
rafter,  have  been  recently  difcovered  here,  in  a  cellar,  under 
lock  and  key,  and  inclofed  in  a  fycamore  cheft.  Some  of  them 
are  on  vellum,  and  very  beautiful.  Such  a  number  was  found 
as  filled  a  very  large  cheft,  Murad  Bey,  being  informed  that 
treafures  were  hid  under  the  antient  mofque,  had  recourfe  to 
the  finefle  of  pretending  to  rebuild  it ;  he  did  rebuild  part  of  a 
wall ;  and  the  cellar  aiid  books  were  difcovered  in  clearing  the 
foundations. 

From  the  convent  of  St.  George,  one  diftinguifhes  clearly 
on  the  weft  the  ruins  of  an  antient  city,  afcertained  to  have 
been  the  Babylon  built  by  the  Perfians.  They  conftili|te  merely 
a  heap  of  rubbifh,  already  defcribed  by  former  travellers. 

Foftat  is  a  long  ftreet,  running  parallel  to  the  river,  and 
occupying  part  of  the  fpace  between  Kahira  and  its  bank.  It 
nearly  joins  Mifr-el*Attike  on  the  South. 

Bulak  is  a  large  irregular  town,  which  has  gradually  rifen 
around  the  place  of  embarkation.  It  is  marked  by  an  extenfive 
and  convenient  okal,  built  by  Ali  Bey  the  Great,  and  called 
the  Alexandrian  okal,  being  chiefly  ufed  for  goods  brought 
from  that  city.  Gardens,  filling  the  fertile  grounds  between 
the  houfes,  and  betwixt  Bulak  and  Kahira,  afford  an  ample 
fupply  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  Boats  croud  the  river  at 
Bulak,  which  is  the  port  of  Lower  Egypt,  as  Mifr^el-Attike  is 
of  the  Upper. 

An 
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An  ifland  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  .the  river,  nearly  oppo« 
iite  Bulak,  where  Murad  Bey  has  a  kind  of  fum/ner-houfe,  or 
place  of  retirement.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  gardens*  On  the 
oppofite  coaft  is  Embabil,  a  village,  where  cows  are  kept,  that 
fiirniih  excellent  butter. 

Farther  to  the  fouth,  and  nearly  oppofite  Mifr-el-Attike,  is 
Jiza,  a  confiderable  town,  fortified  by  Ifmail  Bey,  who  alfo 
l>uilt  a  palace  there,  completed  and  fmce  inhabited  by  Murad 
S^Yt  ^y  whom  has  been  eftablifhed  a  foundery,  conftruded  by 
a  Zanthiote,  who  has  embraced  Mohammedifm.   *I  found  fix 
mortars  and    twenty-three   cannon,   fome  of  them   however 
almoft  ufelefs.     Three  of  the  mortars  and  fix  of  the  field- 
pieces,  cad  by  that  Zanthiote,  were  excellent,  confidering  the 
place,   the  inftruments,    and   the  workmen.     The  guns  are 
twenty-four,    eighteen,  and  twelve  pounders.     Thefe   are  in 
referve,  and  the  Bey  has  a  larger  number  mounted,  in  different 
parts  of  the  fort.     The  walls  of  Jiza  are  of  great  extent,  and 
have  only  one  gate  to  the  country  j  they  are  ten   feet  high, 
three  feet  thick,  and  have  fix  half-moons :    but  are  only  fit  to 
refill  cavalry,  the  original  intention  in  raifing  them.     Murad 
Bey  has  fuffered  the  iron  work  about  the  loop-holes,  &c.  to 
be  plundered  or  ruined. 

The  palace  is  in  the  fouthern  quarter  of  Jiza,  clofe  to  the 
water.  It  has  numerous  apartments  for  the  Mamluks,  and 
every  convenience  for  eafe  or  luxury. 

M  Murad 
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Murad  Bey  has,  of  late  years,  thought  it  neccflary  to  inlHtute 
a  marine  ;  to  efie£t  which,  he  has  caufed  three  or  four  veflels 
to  be  built,  and  has  purchafed  fome  from  the  Europeans.  The 
whole  has  been  attended  with  no  fmall  expehfe,  and  promifes  no 
adequate  advantage.  The  largeft  of  thefe  veflels  carries  twenty- 
four  guns.  Six  of  them  were  moored  before  Jiza,  whence  they 
cannot  be  navigated,  except  during  the  time  of  the  Nile's  in- 
creafe.  They  were  well  appointed,  and  had  their  foil  comple* 
ment  of  mariners,  chiefly  Greeks  of  the  Archipelago,  moderately 
(kilful  in  their  art,  and  receiving  every  encouragement  from 
the  Bey.  They  were  commanded  by  a  native  of  Sagos  named 
Nikola  reisy  Admiral,  or  Captun  Nicholas^ 

Not  £&r  foudi  of  Jiza  is  Gcxiret^-ed^akai^  a  foiall  ifland,  ini- 
tended,  as  appears,  by  Diodorus  Siculua  under  the  name  of 
Fcfws  aure^ 

North-^afl  of  the  city  are  gardens,  and  fome  fpacious  houfes^ 
the  property  of  the  great,  who  occafionally  leave  the  city  to  di- 
vert themfelves  in  this  retreat ;  and  have  there  an  open  ipace^ 
where  the  Mamluks  parform  their  military  evolutions,  and  ex- 
ercife  their  horfes.  The  ground  under  the  mountains  to  the 
£aft  is  filled  with  tombs.  The  mountain  is  of  white  iand  and 
calcareous  ftone,  and  deftitute  of  verdure. 

The  tomb  of  the  Imam  Shafei  is  without  the  walls  of  the 
city,  near  the  caftle.  It  is  in  a  mofque  of  good  architedure, 
and  kept  in  complete  repair.  On  Friday,  the  day  of  devotion 
among  the  Mohammedans,  the  women  being  at  liberty  to  vifit 

the 
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the  tombs  of  their  relations,  crowd  to  this  mofque  to  provide 
fubftitutes,  the  place  being  the  Daphne  of  Kahira,  and  facred  to 
the  blaadiihments  of  Venus, 

There  is  a  much  more  confiderable  canal,  ftyled  Chalige  ibn 
Menjij  which,  from  its  opening  to  the  Nile  near  Bulak,  extends 
to  Bilbcis^  (according  to  D' Anville,  the  Pharbatbus  of  antiquity, 
which  Herodotus,  Pliny,  and  Pcolemy,  make  the  capital  of  a 
Nomcj)  where  it  joins  another  canal,  and  pafies  to  the  lake 
SJbeib. 

The  pleafure  boats  ufed  by  the  great  on  the  increafe  of  the 
Nile  are  very  numerous.  They  are  light  and  of  elegant  form; 
rowers  from  four  to  eight.  Thofe  for  the  women  covered 
with  wainfcot ;  fuch  as  are  for  the  ufe  of  the  men,  are  covered 
above,  and  open  at  the  fides,  or  only  latticed.  Others  are  kept 
for  hire,  like  the  Venetian  gondolas.  They  are  ufed  in  the 
cludige,  and  upon  the  river. 

The  gates  of  Kahira  are  numerous  j  but  the  moft  ftriking 
are  two  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  city,  called  Bab-el^ 
Nq/r^  and  Bab-el-Fitucby  which  prefent  a  fplendid  difplay  of 
Saracenic  architedure. 

Romeili  is  an  open  place,  of  an  irregular  form,  where  feats  of 
juggling  are  performed.  The  charmers  of  ferpents  alfo  feem 
worthy  of  remark,  their  powers  appearing  extraordinary.  The 
(erpeni  moft  common  at  Kahira  is  of  the  viper  clafs,  and  un^ 

M  2  doubtedly 
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doubtedly  poifonous.  If  one  of  them  enter  a  houfe,  the  charmer 
is  fent  for,  who  ufcs  a  certain  form  of  words.  I  have  feen 
three  ferpents  enticed  out  of  the  cabin  of  a  (hip,  lying  near  the 
fhore.  The  operator  handled  them,  and  then  put  them  into  a 
bag.  At  other  times  I  have  feen  the  ferpents  twift  round  the 
bodies  of  thefe  Pfylli  in  all  directions,  without  having  had 
their  fangs  extraded  or  broken,  and  without  doing  them  any 
injury. 

The  Egyptians  pretend  to  numerous  kinds  of  magic.  The 
powerful  influence  of  the  name  of  the  Divinity,  Ifm  Ullah^  an 
account  of  which  is  contained  in  the  Kitab^el-ribani^  is  fup- 
pofed  to  work  various  miracles.  The  mode  of  its  application 
is  divided  into  bal&ly  lawful,  and  bardmy  unlawful.  Though 
the  pra&ice  terminate  in  perpetual  difappointment^  the  credu- 
lous, who  dill  confide  in  it,  are  not  few.  There  are  three  or 
four  places  on  the  mountain,  above  Kahira,  to  which  the  Arabs 
afcribe  fome  influence  of  magic.  El  Maraga^  where  they  fay 
the  earth  trembles.  Bir-eUkuff&r^  the  well  of  the  infidels. — Caf- 
faat  el  Moluk. — Ain  el  Sir^j  a  fpring^of  fait  water,  to  which  they 
attribute  medical  virtues^ 

y  The  dancing  girls  form  a  diftind  clafs.  They  are  always 
attended  by  an  old  man  and  woman,  who  play  on  mufical  in- 
ftruments,  and  look  to  the  condud  of  the  girls,  that  they  may 
not  beftow  their  favours  for  an  inadequate  reward  ;  for,  though 
not  chafte,  they  are  by  no  means  common.  Their  dances  ex- 
hibit all  that  the  moft  luxurious  imagination  can  pidure— all 

the 
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the  peculiar  <mi)ti0ns  and  arts  for  which  Martial  has  remarked 
die  Egyp^sttis  as  celebrated, 

•  ..-•.  f  , 

Nequitias  Tellus  fcit  dare  nulla  fnagis. 

TTictr  forms  are:  diegjtftt,  theiy.  faces   rather  expreifive  tha» 
beautifuL     :        /  » 

»  •  t  • 

•  e  r  •  »    •  •  •      - 

'  ^  The  foUowiag  amuferoents  are  chiefly  exhibited  during  the 

Ramadan  v  . 

•         >         ... 

After  breaking  the  faft  by  fome  refrefhments,  the  prayer 

commences,  which  is  a  long  one.     The  principal  meal  then 

•       •   •  • 

has  place,  and  then  the  arrival  df  ftrangers  to  pay  their  refpefts 
to  the  Bey,  or  to  tranfa£t  bufinefs,  occiipies  fome  time.  The 
amufem^nts  then  commence.  The  Gerid  and  various  other 
exercifes  are  pradifed  by  day-light,  but  at  night  vsrreilling  is 
commonly  the  firft.  In  this  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in  Egypt 
flxew  conliderable  vigour  and  adivity  at  leaft,  though  perhaps 
not  confummate  IkiH.  When  the  Bey  and  his  company  are 
tired  of  thefe  exercifes,  fingers  (male)  appear.  The  plaintive 
vocal  mufic  of  Kahira,  and  the .  agreeable  fenfations  occafioned 
by  it,  have  been  the  fubjedi  of  remark  to  many  who  have  de- 
fcribed  Egypt.  Then  appear  the  ftory-tellers,  who  veith  won- 
derful readinefs  and  rapidity  of  utterance  go  through  the  roman- 
tic adventures  refembling  the  ^boufand  and  One  Nights^  of  which 
the  varieties  are  innumerable.  Thefe  are  /ucceeded  by  wits, 
who  with  droll  and  unexpefted  fimilies  often  fet  the  company 
in  fits  of  laughter.  The  adverfary  brings  fome  fimilitude  equally 
unexpected. — Whoever  holds  out  the  longeft  is  rewarded  as 
conqueror. — •"  Methel  Sire** — ^^  Let  us  vnreftle  in  fimilies  ;"  the 
other  anfwers,  "  Ma  Methel-lak'* — "  What  is  your  fimilitude  ?" 

"  You 
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"  You  are  like  the  city  afs^  look  fleek  and  carry  dwig.'*  Some 
of  thefe  have  really  a  portion  of  wit,  and  it  ia  almoft  the  only 
occafion  that  I  remember,  when  the  Arabs  exhibit  any  thing 
that  can  properly  be  fo  denominated*  The  place  of  thefe, 
when  they  have  received  a  prefent  according  to  the  pleafare  of 
the  Bey,  is  often  fupplied  by  female  fingers,  who  frequently  ao 
company  their  voices  with  an  inftrument,  touched  like  the  guitar. 
There  are  women  who  are  highly  valued  for '  this  talent  of 
amufing  the  public ;  and  if  any  judgment  may  be  formed 
from  the  manner,  in  which  they  are  fometimes  rewarded^  the 
gratification  of  their  auditors  is  far  from  being  moderate.  There 
are  occafions  when  fome  of  the  Harem  exhibit  their  vocal 
powers  in  the  prefence.of  fele^  company;  but  this  is  not  com- 
mon ;  and  i^  that  cafe- the  performer  is  concealed  behind  a 
curtain  or  lattice. 

V 
■A 

iThe  laA  are  the  female  dancers  or gbawqfie.  Thefe,  it  may 
be  fuppofed,  if  they  are  able  to  fafcinate  the  eye  of  the  multi- 
tude, in  the  public  flreets,  with  only  ordinary  exertions,  negleA 
not  to  have  recourfe  to  the  more  laboured  blandifhments  of 
their  art  in  the  prefence  of  a  prince,   y 

Peblawdn^  rope-dancers,  &c.  are  introduced,  whofe  exertions 
are  not  contemptible. 

Chefs  and  the  Polifh  drafts  are  the  only  games  that  are  in- 
dulged in,  and  in  thefe  fome  of  the  Beys  are  (killed.  They 
play  remarkably  quick,  and  apparently  without  much  preme- 
ditation. But  habit  has  given  this  facility.  They  praftife 
daily,  and  their  minds  are  occupied  by  few  objeds. 

Convenient 
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Convenient  markets  app^^-in  everf  |>art  of  the  ^ty.  Coffee- 
lioufes  are  equally  nuttier-oiiS)  where  \he  nativte-  paTs  a  great 
part  of  the  day  fmoldi^  and  convvfing.  Thefe  commonly 
connfl  of  ^nc  apartment,  ndt  Veiy  large.  Ofaly  eoflfee  and  fire 
for  the  pipe  are  furniOied.     Btit  at  Damaicn^  I  afterwards  faw 

coffee-houfes  remarkably  large,  fome  of  them  placed  over  run- 
ning water;  The  furniture  is  however  very  (imple,  and  unlike 
the  Iplendid  apartments,  for  the  fame  purpofes,  to  he  feen  in 
Conftantinople.  'One,  In  particular,  at  Damafcus,  under  the 
caftie  wall,  is  capable  at  a  very  moderate  calculation  of  holding 
one  thoufand  perfons :  it  has  no  walls,  but  an  extenfive  roof 
fpreads  over  numerous  benches,  and  it  i^  encircled  with  trejis 

and  water. 

•     •       - 

The  number  of  fmall  impofts  in  Egypt  is  ahnoft  Inconceiv- 

• 

able  ;  they  are  eftimated  to  amount  to  three  hundred  and  fixty. 
One  is  for  all  goods  crofling  from  Jiza  to  Kahira  j  a  poor  wo- 
man bringing  a  baiket  of  eggs,  worth  two  paras,  muft  pay  the 
fifth  part  of  a  para  for  palling.  Upon  the  whole,  the  revtentie 
can  hardly  be  raifed  to  a  greater  amount  than  it  is. 

In  May  1 792  there  was  a  famine,  occafioned  by  various  ac- 
cidental circumftances  ;  and  wheat  fold  at  20  and  22  patackes 
the  orM.  In  Oftober  1 796  it  was  at  five  patackes.  When  I 
made  my  inquiries  at  the  latter  period,  the  following  prices  of 
provifions  were  flated :  . 

Mutton,  per  rotal,  lo  paras. 

Beefy        ditto,         8  ditto. 

Sugar» 
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Sugar,  per  rotal,  20  to  25  paras, 
r;  e  Sweet  Oil,  dittp,-  X2  ditto.  .  ; 

MUk,         ditto,,  :  4  ditto; 

Tobacco  qf  LadaHa^p^r  pk;e,  45  to  ,70  paraa. 
Fowls,  fiaiall,  12  paras  each. 

*     •  •  • 

The  recent  hiftory  o£,  Egypt,  till  the  time  of  Ifmail  Bey,  Is 
fufficiently.  knowou  On  the  death  of  Ifmaxi,  Haflan  Bey  fuo- 
ceeded  him  in  his  office  of  Shech-elUbeUad,  governor  of  the 
city,  and  implying  ^e  precedence  among  the  Beys.  Haflan 
was  foon  expelled  by  Murad  Bey,  who  held  the  office  till  the 
Capitan. Fafha* arrived- from  Conftantinqple. with,  a  fleet,  and 
drove  him  into  Upper  Egypt.  The  Pafha,  after  fatisfying  bis 
avarice,  withdrew,  and  the  Beys  returned.  Ibrahim  Bey,  who 
had  been  a  flave  of  Ali  Bey  the  Great,  had  however  acquired 
fuch  authority,  that  Murad  was  conftrained  to  ihare  the  govern- 
ment with  him  ;  and  they  have  (ince  ruled  Egypt,  Ibrahim  as 
Sbecb-^el^elladj  and.  Murad  as  Defler-d&r^  Mutual  jealoufies 
prevail  between  them,  each  feeking  the  deftrudlion  of  the  other. 
They  however  confpire  together  to  recruit  the  number  of  the 
Mamluks,  and  to  colled  treafure  from  all  quarters. 

Thefe  are  confidered  as  ufurpers  by  the  Beys  of  Upp^r 
Egypt,  who  are  favoured  by  the  Porte  j  one  of  whom,  named 
Ali,  contrived  to  efcape  from  Said  into  Syria,  where  he  courted 
the  neareft  Paflia,  Jezzar  of  Akka,  to  fupport  their  intereftj  but 
that  potent  and  able  leader  refufed  to  liften  to  his  fuggeftions, 
or  amufed  him  with  falfe  hopes. 


The 
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'  The  year  befbre  I  arrived,  there  had  l>een  1  peftilience  which 
liad  deftroyed  great  nismbers  of  the  MamliUcs.  !The  next  me- 
morable event  vrta  the  cgoteft  with  Aiexattdria,  biefcH-e  ftated.  ' 

.      .  .  • 

» 

To  ftrengthen  his  intereft,  Ibrahim  Bej  had  negotiated  a 
marriage  between  his  daughter  and  another  powerful  Bey,  of 
tkc  fame  name^  but  no  relation*  The  wedding-day,  30th  of 
Auguft  1.7912 1  was  celebi-ated  with  gr^t  pomp.  A  fplendid 
equipaqge  was  prepared^  ih  the  European  form,  of  a  coach, 
draVirn  by  two  horfes,  and  omamiented  with  wreaths  of  artificial 
^Ow^,  in  whith  a  beautiful  flave  from  the  baremy  perfonating 
the  b^ide,  whofe  features  were  v^vy  plaih,  was  carried  through  the 
principal  ftreets  of  Yiiimiu  The  blinds  of  the.  coach  were  how«f 
ever  drawn  up^  and  the  £iir  deputy  fat  concealed.  The  procefn 
iion  "was  attended  by  fome  Beys,  fereral  officers  and  Mamluks, 
and  ended  at  the  houfe  of  the  bridegroom,  who  received  her 
fiojoi  the:  cairia^  in  his  arms.  The  Beys  have  baths  in  theii 
houfo^  otherwife  this  proceffion,  on  drrivtng  at  the  houfe  of 
the  brid^oom,  would  haVe  attended  the  female  to  the  bath, 
ind  then  returned  thither.  In  general,  at  Kahira,  the  bride, 
Completely  veiled,  walks  under  a  canopy,  and  fuppotted  by  two 
^^omen,  to  the  hoiife  of  the  bridegroom. 

'  The  fi^e  had  continued  for  three  days  preceding  the  marriage. 
In  the  evening,  fire-works  were  exhibited  at  the  houfes  of  the 
hufband  and  the  father,  and  prefents  of  fhawls,  cafietans,  and 
6ther  ]^rts  of  drefs  and  money  were  liberally  diftributed.  After 
coniummatioti  the  enfanguined  cloth  was  fhown  to  the  relations 
of  the  i>ride^  efpedally  the  mother.    The  virgin  had  been  before 

N  infbufted 
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infttliAed  by  matrons  in  what  manner  to  reeeive  the  conjugal 
embraces,  and  the  iame  women  remained  in  an  adjoining 
chamber  during  this  final  ceremony;  to  lend  afliftance  if  re-> 
quired.  The  Oriental  virgins  marry  in  fuch  early  youth  that 
the  marks  of  their  purity  are  feldom  deficient. 

A  curious  circumftance  occurred  to  mark  the  fyftematic  rapa<-^ 
city  of  the  Beys,  which  could  not  be  lulled  even  by  fuch  a  fea- 
fon  of  feftivity.  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  father  of  the  bride,  having 
heard  that  a  company  of  female  fingers,  who  ufually  attend  on 
thefe  occafions,  had  been  employed  in  finging  in  Birket-el-fil, 
the  chief  open  place  in  the  city,  not  only  during  the  day,  but 
alfo  moft  part  of  the  enfuing  night,  and  had  in  confequence  col-* 
leAed  donations  to  a  confiderable  amount,  fent  for  the  lead*- 
ing  woman  to  his  houfe.  She,  fuppofing  that  fhe  had  been  fum-« 
moned  to  receive  fome  reward,  or  that  the  charms  of  her  voice 
had  been  made  known  to  the  Bey,  readily'  obeyed  the  matidate* 
On  entering  the  apaftmeht,  the  firft  queftibn  Was,  ^^  How  many 
hilf  fequins  {nusfiat)  did  you  colled  yefterday  ?" — She  replied, 
"  About  ten  thbuland/* — ^^  Pay  toe  eight  thouiand,  then,*'  laid 
the  Bey,  "  and  I  will  give  you  a  note  of  clredit  x>n  Ibtahin^ 
Jeuhari,  my  fecretary.".  .  The  money  was  paid»  but  the  womaAr 
was  turned  out  of  the  houfe  without  receiving  any  fecurity 
whatever*  She  is  faid  to  have  died  of  the  difappointment  a 
Ihort  time  after* 


♦, 


Some  negotiations  took  place  that  fummer  betv^en  the  Beys 
here,  and  thofe  in  Upper  Egypt  (whom  I  afterwards  found  at 
Ifna,  attended  by  a  finall  party  of  MamUiks)  j.the  former  were 

fo 
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fo  powerful  that  tbey  reje€iie(l  the  application^  of  the  latter.  Alt 
continued  quiet  till  I  went  to  Upper-Egypt. 

I  fhall  now  endeavobr'to'  give  fome  idea  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated Beys,  who .  at  prefent  have  the  fway  in  thi^  unhappy 
cdnntry.  Ibrahim.  Bey  is  upwards  of  iixty  years  of  age,  a  tall 
thin  fioan,  v^ith  an  aquiline lnofep^  iHe  is. very  jivaricious^  hdt 
by  his  treafurcss.  and.  connexions'  has  fi^cured.  a  large  party^  His 
Mamluks  may  amount  to  about  a  thoufand.  Though  reputed 
to  manage  the  fabre  with  dexterity,  he  has  nothing  of  enter- 
prife  in /his  chaisader^  which  hsis-th^  mean  rapacity  of  the 
vul)tiwei)tipthJi9gpf  the  dariiEif^  flight  erf  the -ca^le#    ■.''-. 


Morad  Be^v  onet,  his  fuperior,  now  his  equal  in  power,  has 
pafled  a  life  of  tumult  and  adivity.  :  Originally  a  ilave  of  Mo*> 
hammed  Bey  Abu-dhahab,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  of  his 
mafter's  Manpiluks,  b^  '4¥<9ated  and  m^de  prifdner  AH  Bey  the 
great^  whofe  death  Shortly  aft^r  e^fued.  :  Murad  is>detefted  by 
the  Porte;  He  is  an  energetic,  charader,  and  hjis  profufion  is 
fiq[>plied  by  his  rapacity : .  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  oC  a 
replete .  habit  of; .  body.  His  Mamluks, . in,  1 796,  amounted  .  to 
about  feventeen  hundred.  His  party,  though  not  fo  numerous 
as  that  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  is  yet  of  a  more  decided  and  military 
{lamp.  Murad  Bey  is  married  to  the  widow  of  his  mailer,  the 
daughter  of  the  celebrated  Ali  Bey. 

Next  in  power  isMohammed  Bey  Elfi,  a  young  man  of  not  more 
than  thirty-five  years :  his  name  imports  that  he  was  bought  for 
a  thoufand  patackes.  His  mailer  was  Murad  Bey,  juft  mentioned. 

N  2  Quick 
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Qaick  in  apprehenfioo,  impetuouis.in  si€tioiu    Mamlfiks  eiglit 
hundred.     Power  great  and  increaiipg. 

Ibrahim  Bey,  el  Uali^  a  name  derived  &ofh  the  fecohd  mili- 
tary magiftracy  in  the  city,  b  a  yoimg  man,  about  the  fame  age 
with  thf  laft.  He  is  married,  as  has  been  mentioned,  to  the 
daughter  of  the  elder  Ibrahim,  and  is  firmly  attached  to  hitf  in-^ 
terefts.  Of  a  fedate,  yet  firm  character.  Mamluks  fix  or  Jevch 
hundred. 


Aiiib  Bey,  il  tsogbiir^  or  junior,  is  lanother  powerful  leader^ 
perhaps  the  moft  eminent  in  capacity  among  the  wh<^,  and 
on  all  occafions  confulted  by  the  reft.  His  age,  between  thirty 
and  forty.    Mamluks  not  many.    He  is  a  prudent  mani^er, 

and  rarely  accufed  of  extortipn. 

.  ,  .  .  .  *  ...       I 

Fatme,  liow  the  aged  daughter  of  the  fkmous  Ali,  is  held  in 

•  ^  •  •  •  • 

much  refped  by  all  the  Beys.  Even  Murad,  her  hufband;  ff ands 
reverently  in  her  prefence.  When  a  Bey  is  appointed  to  a  go« 
vernment,  he  never  fails  to  pay  a  vifit  to  this  old  lady,  who 
le^ures  him  on  his  duties  ;  and  will  fay,  ^  Do  not  pillage  the 
people  J  they  wefe  always  fpared  by  my  father.** 


I 
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'-  "  .  '     •  '  .    "   '      • 

AhfiroEl  of  the  ht/tory  of  Africa  in  general^  andlEgyp^  in  partiiu^ 

Iqry  under  the  domination  of  the  Arabs ^  -.  ^ 

J\i  titib  portion  ^  Hlftory  b  little  kilti wn, ailkd  may  leAdiBuf- 
tnUiota  tbimaay  topics  difcuflfed  in  thefe.pagea^  IJiaveJbnp  in^ 
duced  to  infert  a  brief  idea  of  it,.  abftra£ted  i^ibf\^  ktf  ifrh^ 
regards  Africa,  from  the  valuable  work  of  Cardonne,  a  com- 
pilation which  has  faved  me  much  refev-ch  into  the  original 
writers  ♦• 


Syria  and  Perfia  had  already  fallen  under  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  followers  of  Mohanimi^d,  audit  was  fo  early  as  the  19th 
year  of  the  Hejira^  the  .640th;  of  the  Chriftian  ^ra,  diat  the 
Ch^lif  Omar  commanded  Amru.tq  fubdue  .Egypt*'  Memphis^ 
or  MijG:,  fubmitted  through  the  treaiba  of  the  goyernor ;  but 
Alexandria  flood  a  fiege  of  fourteen  months.  The  loft  of  the 
^brary  has  been  much  regretted  ;  it  w«s  probably  replete  with 
the.  alifurd  phUofophy  and  divioity  of  the  times*;  and  amid  th« 


.  *  Hiftoire  dc  TAfrtqaie,  et  |ie  TE^pagiie  fotti  It  domkiiation  dcs  Airabes  %^  coif^ 

IK>f(Ec  fur  difierens  Manufcrits  Arabes  de  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roi^  paurM.  Car- 
donnei  &c«  Paris*  17651  3  tomes  i2mo.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  learned 
author  did  not  divide  his  work  into  epochs  and  chapters^  and  particularly  fepa- 
rate  the  biftory  tff  Africa  from  that  of  Spain. 

number 
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number  of  libraries  in  the  Greek  empire,  it  is  impoflible  to  con* 
ceive,  that  the  work  of  any  truly  valuable  author  (hould  have 
exifled  only  in  one  copy. 

A.  D.  643.  A  famine  oefolating  Arafela,  Amru  re-opened  the 
canal,  formed  by  the  Romans  .from  M/f mphb  to  the  Red  Sea. 
The  capital  feat  of  the  Chalifs  being  foon  after  removed  from 
Medina  to  Damafcus,  it  was  negleded  and  went  to  ruin. 

-i:  A.  13.. 647.  Abdadbhy  governor tof  Egypt,  pra^eetls  t&  the 
cokiqueft :  of  Africa.  :Ue  vanquishes  -the  Gre^k  patridlud  Gr«« 
gory  wf  tM  battleiof  Yakub.   :  . 


• 
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THIS  and  the  fubfequent  events  ate  fo  afcly  narrated  by  Mn 
Gibbon*,  that  it  would  be  prcfuinptuous' to  enter  the  iamd 
ground.  It  is  fufficient  to  obfervethat  the  Arabs,  alternate^ 
iadvancing^  and  repulfed,  were  hot  complete  maflers  of  Africa^ 
or  rather. that  portion  of  diis  viaft  continent  which  extends 
along  the  Mediterranean  -Sea,  till  about  th^yeat  709  of  bur 
ara.  They  had  not  only  been  oppofed  by  the  Greeks,  but  by 
the  Berbers^  ot  natives  of  the  Weft.  Thefe  Berbetis  were,  ac- 
cording  to  Cardonne,  ^n  ancient  Arabian  colony,  which  had 

f  VoL  ix.  p.  448-*4$6j  Svo. 

migrated 
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migrated  into  Africa,  aiid  retained  its  native  fpeecb.  They 
were  divided  into  five  trifafes,  wliich  now  amount  to  about 
fix  hundred  lineages,  partly  dwelling  under  tents,  and  partly 
ia  towns,  aiid  villages* 

Mufa  ben  Nair  had  efieduated  the  concpieft  of  Africa  before 
he  proceeded  to  that  of  Spain.  Till  this  period  Africa  had  re- 
jOQiained  an  appendage  to  the  government  of  Egypt,  whK:h  was 
in  qfuiet  fubmiflion  to  the  Chalifs,  fucceflcMrs  of  Mohammed.  But 
Abd-«^l-aziz,  governor  of  Egypt,  having  been  guilty  of  great  ex- 
tenons- from  Haflan  the  general  in  Africa,  the  Chalif,  Walid  P. 
had  ailigned  to  Mufa  an  independent  authority. 

Mohammed-ben-Yezid  fucceeded  Mufa  in  the  government 
of  Africa* 

A.  D.  741.  Nechr^n  Sefiran  was  appointed  governor  of 
Africa  by  the  Chalif  Yezxd,  and  died  in  727,  after  having  made 
fbme  incurfions  into  the  interior  df  that  continent. 

The  natives  foon  after  revolted  againft  the  Arabs,  whom  they 
defeated  with  great  flaughtcr. 

A.  D.  741.  Hantele-ben-Sefiran,  governor  of  Egypt,  was 
fent  againft  them  by  the  Chalif  Hakim.  He  fucceeded  in  his 
enterprife  ;  fubdued  the  infurgents  with  great  flaughter,  and  re- 
gained pofleffion  of  Cairoan,  the  Arabian  capital  of  Africa, 
founded  by  Akbal,  about  A,  D.  670,  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth  of 

Tunis. 

The 
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'  The  revolt  reviviiigy  Hantele  again  conquered  the  reb^lsi 
whoie  yaft  army  was  condu&ed  hj  Abd«el-wahhad*  .  The  ex^ 
aggeration  of  the  Arabian  authors  computea  the  Itifurgienta  (lain 
at  an  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand;  and.Hantele^  in  giving  aA 
account  of  his  operations  to  the  Cbalif  Hakim,  reported  that 
a  mof e  (anguinaiy  contefl:  had  never  bee6  fought 

"*  J    _  * 

.  A.  Dt  749«  The  fceptre  of  the  Chalifs  palling  from  the 
Opjin^ades  to  the  AbbaiSdes,  Abd^*racbman,  governor  of 
Africa,  refufed  tribute,  affembled  the  people  in  the  mofqueof 
,Cairo2^,  tore  his  robe,  and  abjured  the  authority  of  the  new 
Chalif. 

ft  >  A 

Abd*el-racbm^  being  (lain  by  his  brothers,  a  civil  war 
arofe. 

•  A.  p.  77a.  The  Chalif  Abtt-Manfur  Djaf^r  Uads  Yezid 
•with  a  ftrpng  army  to  r^ain  Africa^     He  fbcceeds, '  re-efta- 

•  > 

bliihes  tranquillity,  and  attrads  arts  and  manufadures  to  Cai- 

roan  the  capital. 

»         »  ■  , 

•  ....  * 

A.  D.  786.  On  the  death  of  Yezid,  the  Chalif  names  Dawud, 
ion  of  that  leader,  to  be  his  rucceffor.  Dawud  conquers  the 
infurgent  Berbers,  and  accepts  the  govemitient  of  Egypt ;  his 
uncle,  Ruhh«ben  Ghatem,  fucceeding  him  in  that  of  Africa. 


SECT. 
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SECT.     I. 


Dynqfty  of  the  Aglabites. 

A.  D.  800.  It  was  under  the  reign  of  the  famous  Har6n-eU 
Rafliid,  that  Ibrahim  ben-eU Aghlebi  governor  of  Africa,  finally 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  Chalif  of  Damafcus.  Ibrahim  fecured 
his  authority  by  maintaining  a  regular  body  of  troops;  and 
died  in  811,  being  fucceeded  by  his  Ton  Abu-'l-abbas. 

Ziadet-UUah,  his  fucceflbr,  fubdued  Sicily. 

837.     Abu  Akkal  afcended  the  throne  of  Africa* 

840.  The  next  prince,  Abu-'I-abbas,  reigned  thirty-four 
years;  humane,  liberal,  and  a  lover  of  juftice.  He  was 
however  too  much  addi^d  to  the  pleafures  of  the  table ;  and 
It  is  related,  that  one  day  being  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication  in  the 
town  of  Sut,  he  embarked  for  the  ifle  of  Kufla,  and  when  the 
fumes  of  the  wine  had  evaporated,  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to 
find  himfelf  in  the  open  fea. 

874.  Abu-'l- Abbas  had  obtained  of  his  brother  Ifhak  an 
open  renunciation,  in  the  chief  mofque  of  Cairoan,  of  all 
claim  to  the  crown  ;  yet  that  prince  feized  it  on  his  death,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  former's  ion.  Khak  built  a  new  town, 
called  Rifade. 


A.  D. 


98  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

A.  D.  877.  Ilhak  fends  a  fleet  agaiaft  Sicily.  Syracufe  is 
beficged  for  nine  months,  taken^  facked,  and  all  the  inhabitants 

•  •      * 

put  to  the  fword.     The  booty  of  that  commercial  city  was 
immenfe. 

The  Egyptians  invaded  Africa,  and  befieged  Tripoli,  but 
were  forced  to  retire  on  the  approach  of  I(hak,  with  his  regolar 
negro  troops. 

878.  A  dreadful  famine  in  Africa  j  corn  at  eight  fneces 
of  gold  the  bufhel. 

Ifhak  was  a  mod  cruel  prince.  It  is  reported  that  he  put 
to  death,  in  one  day,  (ixteen  of  his  own  natural  daughters  by 
various  concubines.  His  mother  prefenting  him  with  two 
beautiful  female  Haves,  he  iTent  her  in  return  a:  platter  covered 
with  a.  napkin;  on  lifting  it  up,  inftead  of  jewels  as  fhc  ex^ 
pe£ked,  fhe  beheld  the  heads  of  the  two  Ilaves.  He  was  fuc« 
ceeded  by  his  fon  Abu-'UAbbas-Abd  ullah,  murdered  by  his 
brother  Ziadet-UIlah,  who  feized  tlie  fcq»tre  of  Africa. 

908.  A  revolt  arifing,  the  timid  Ziadet-Ullah  abandoned 
his  dominions,  and  retired  to  Egypt,  then  governed  by 
Bafi-^l-Nuchifi,  in  the  name  of  Muktadir-b'illah,  eighteenth 
Chalif  of  the  dynafty  of  the  Abbalfides.  With  Ziadet-Ulkh 
expired  the  dynafty  of  the  Aglabites,  which  had  ruled  Africa 
for  an  hundred  and  eight  years  *. 

% 

*  Their  authority  did  not  extend  over  the  ancient  Mauritania.    The  Edriflite 
dynafty  ruled  Ceuta,  Fez,  Tangier,  &c.    Fez  was  bmit  by  them  in  788. 

SBCT. 
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SECT.     II. 

Dynqfty  of  the  Fattmites^  or  Ifmaelians. 

Obeid-ullah,  who  had  feized  the  authority,  refigned  it  fooa 
after  to  his  fon  Abu-'i-Cai£m«  Though  the  new  family  was  of 
Egyptian  extrad,  it  pretended  to  deduce  its  origin  from  Fatme, 
daughter  of  Mohammed,  through  Ifmael  the  fixth  Imam  of  the 
pofterity  of  AJi. 

Abu-'l-Cailim  afluming  the  ftyle  of  Mabadi^  or  rial  fucceflbr 
of  Ali,  difplayed  talents  that  fan^oned  his  ufurpation.  In  the 
firft  year  of  his  reign  he  fubdued  the  Edriilltes  of  the  Weft, 
and  united  all  the  Mohammedan  part  of  Africa. 

A.  D.  912.  Abu-M-Gaffim  pours  three  armies  into  Egypt, 
intending  to  add  that  rich  province  to  his  other  domains.  The 
Chalif  Muktadir,  then  reigning  at  Bagdad,  had  forefeen  this 
defign,  which  was  fruftrated  by  the  defeat  of  the  armies  rf 
Mahadi,  though  he  took  Alexandria.  He  built  a  city  called 
Mehedie,  now  Mahdie,  on  the  African  fhore,  which  he  deftined 
for  the  feat  of  his  empire.  He  died  in  the  fixty-third  year  of 
his  age  and  twenty-fixth  of  his  reign. 

A.  D.  933.  His  fon  Achmed  was  lefs  fortunate.  He  died 
while  his  capital  Mehedie  was  befieged  by  infurgents. 

02  A.  D. 
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A.  D.  945.  Ifmail  his  fon  defeated  the  rebels,  and  built 
Manfurieh  in  Africa. 

952.  Abu-Tammim  fucceeded  Ifmail  his  father.  In  96^, 
he  fent  Jeuhar,  a  Greek,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  army,  to 
feizc  Egypt,  and  fucceeded.  The  capital,  then  ftyled  Mifr^  or 
Fojiaty  opened  its  gates.  Jeuhar  built  a  new  capital,  which  he 
named  Kablra^  or  the  Vi£torious.  Abu-Tammim,  fumamed 
Moaz,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  embarked  for  Sar- 
dinia, then  fubjedl  to  Africa,  till  Jeuhar  fhould  complete  the 
new  metropolis* 

972.  Abu-Tammim  lands  at  Alexandria,  where  he  la 
met  by  Jeuhar :  advancing  to  Kahira  he  was  welcomed  by 
the  acclamations  of  bis  new  fubjed:s.  To  this  city  he  removed 
all  his  treafures,  and  even  the  bodies  of  his  anceftors. 

Jeuhar,  the  founder,  had  delired  the  building  to  be  begun 
under  the  horofcope  or  afcendant  of  the  planet  Mars,  called 
Kabiry  or  conqueror,  by  the  Arabs ;  and  hence  it  was  ftyled 
Kahira» 

The  dynafty  of  the  Fatimites,  now  tranfplanted  to  Egypt, 
ruled  there  till  the  year  1171,  (Hejira  S^^^  when  it  was  fup- 
planted  by  Salah-el-din,  the  famous  Saladin  of  the  Chriftian. 
authors. 


SECT^ 
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SECT.     III. 

DynqUy  of  the  Ztirites^ 

To  return  to  Africa.  Abo-Tammim,  before  he  proceeded 
to  Egypt,  had  refigned  the  fovereignty  of  Africa,  on  condition 
of  homage,  to  Yufluf'-ben-Zeiri,  of  a  family  fprung  from  Arabia 
Felix. 

The  people  of  the  province  of  Muggrib  having  rebelled, 
Yuffuf  defeated  them  j  and  Tremefen  fhewing  a  difpofition  to 
join  the  Muggrebins,  it  was  razed,  and  the  inhabitants  tranf- 
planted  to  Afchir.  Another  revolt  was  equally  unfuccefsful : 
the  chiefs  were  led  in  triumph  through  the  ftreets  of  Cairoan,. 
and  then  put  to  death. 

979.  Yuffuf  feized  Fez  and  Sejelmas ;  and  the  Chalifs  of 
Spain  loft  all  their  African  poffeffions,  except  Ceuta. 

9S3.  Abu-'l-Caffim  Manfiir  flicceeded  his  father.  He 
built  a  palace  in  the  city  of  Cairoan,  which  coft  eight  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  His  cruelty  was  (hewn  in  the  murder 
of  Abd-uUah  his  minifter,  and  even  in  the  punifliment  of  the 
ungrateful  rebel  Abu-'l-Fahm,  whofe  heart  this  prince  is  faid  to 
have  torn  from  his  body  and  devoured. 


5196.    His  fon  Abu^-Men^d  received  the  homage  of  h&  noble^ 
in  Sardinia,   long  fubje^  to  Africa.     The  Fatimite  Gfaalif 

of 
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of  Egypt  fent  him  the  drefs  and  fabre,  the  accuftomed  mark  of 
their  fuperiority  over  the  African  monarchy. 

Moaz,  his  fon  and  fuccefTor,  difpiayed  his  rage  againft  here- 
tics, or  thofe  Mohammedans  who  differed  from  his  own  fe£):, 
by  an  univerfal  mailacre.  A  Roman  Catholic  prince,  mifled 
by  his  priefts,  could  not  have  fhewn  more  inveterate  cruelty. 
Moaz  was  however  fo  young,  that  the  blame  refts  with  his 
miniflers. 

'  A.  D.  1050.  An  important  war  arofe  between  Moaz  and 
Moftanfir,  Chalif  of  Egypt,  who  wifhed  to  revive  the  abfolute 
dominion  of  his  houfe  over  Africa.  The  Egyptians  entered  the 
province  of  Muggrib,  by  the  town  of  Zenata^  Four  years  af- 
ter they  feizcd  Tripoli.  Miinis,  governor  of  the  province  of 
Cairoan,  paffed  over  to  the  enemy.  Moaz  loft  a  pitched  battle, 
and  took  (heher  in  Mehedie.  The  Egyptians  feized  his  capital 
Cairoan,  ftopped  the  iprings,  turned  the  courfe  of  the  river,  and 
deftroyed  the  magnificent  palaces  and  delicious  gardens  of  the 
monarchs  of  Africa.  Moaz,  overwhelmed  with  his  misfortunes, 
funk  into  the  grave,  and  clofed  a  long  and  fortunate  reign  in  the 

utmoft  mi&ry. 

1 06 1.      Tamim,  his  eldeft  fon,  fuccecded  to  the  fceptre. 

1088.  The  Greeks  and  Franks,  equipping  a  fleet  of  four 
hundred  MU  landed  at  the  iile  of  Kufla  in  Africa,  which  they 
rdvagied«     They  then  feized  the  town  of  Zawilc,  but  retired  on 

recei^ng 
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recea^ftng  a  caDtriblsikin  df  «09^ooo  pi^eea  of  goid.  Th^  cpn- 
queft  of  Sicily  by  the  Normans  had  given  a  milkapy  impulfe^ 
which  Africa  was  often  to  feel. 

A.  D.  1107.    Tamim  died,  leaving  the  reputation  of  a  juft 
add  generooB  .prmce.     ^a1ring  once  purchaffed  a  flave,  and  her 
mailer,  who  was  enamoured  ^th  hec^  deeply  regvettisg  the^ 
lofs,  Tamim  not  only  reftored  her,  but  fent  him  magnificent 
prefeots*' 

1 1 08.  Yaiah,  his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  put  to  death  three  alchy- 
iniiite,  who  had  mifled  him  by  their  vain  pretenfionfi. 


1115.  Taiah  died  fuddenly.  Beitig  addided  to  afirology, 
he  imagiiied  a  particular  day  would  be  fatal  to  him,  and  pafled 
it  in  prayer.  In  the  evifening,  hM'P7  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^fcaped  die 
danger,  he  ofdered  a  ini^nificent  feftival,  and  died  as  he  ikt 
down  to  table.  His  fon  AM  reoeivied  the  homage  of  his  pepj^e 
at  Meliedie. 

i  I  x6.  Aii  fupprefled  the  pirates  of  the  ifle  of  Gerbi,  and 
received  Tunis  on  fubmifiion.  The  people  of  Sebat,  who  rob-^ 
bed  the  caravans,  were  feverely  punifhed. 

1 121.  Ali  prepared  a  fleet  of  ten  veflcls  of  the  firfl:  rank, 
and  thirty  of  the  fecond,  againft  Sicily.  Death  prevented  his 
defigns. 

His 
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'    His  fon  Haflan  being  only  in  his  fifteenth  year,  diflendons 
arofe  among  the  great. 


1125.     A  Sicilian  fleet  ravaged  the  ifle  of 

« 

1 146.  The  Sicilians  feized  Tripoli,  which  they  held  fix 
months,  and  then  retired. 

A  dreadful  famine  in  Africa,  fo  that  even  human  carcafes 
were  devoured.     Many  of  the  inhabitants  fled  to  Sicily. 

Roger  king  of  Sicily  fent  out  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
fail,  loaded  with  foldiers  and  ammunition.  Having  captured 
an  African  fhip,  with  (bme  pigeons  on  board,  Georgi  the 
Chriilian  admiral  forced  the  captain  to  write  a  letter,  import- 
ing that  the  Sicilian  fleet  had  failed  to  Conftantinople.  The 
pigeon  flew  back  to  Mehedie  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  exult* 
ing  in  the  intelligence,  when  the  hoftile  fleet  appeared  before 
the  city.  On  landing,  the  Sicilians  found  the  place  totally 
abandoned,  and  the  pillage  laded  ten  hours.  Sfax  and  Sus 
were  alfo  taken ;  and  the  Sicilians  became  mailers  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Tripoli  to  Tunis. 

Thefe  events,  accompanied  with  inteftine  commotions,  ter- 
minated the  rule  of  the  Zeirite  dynafty.  Haflan-ben-Ali  was 
^he  laft  prince. 


SECT. 
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SECT.      IV. 

Dynqfty   of  the  Marabuts^   called  by  the   Spanijb   authors 

AUMoravides* 

Marabut  implies  a  faint ;  and  this  dynafty  arofe  to  power 
from  a  pretended  zeal  for  religion.  It  originated  in  the  Weft 
of  Africa,  about  the  year  i  o6o.  YufTuf  the  fecond  prince,  in  the 
year  1069  founded  Moiocco  ;  be  conquered  part  of  Spain,  and 
died  in  iio6.  His  fon  Ali  was  lefs  fortunate,  and  the  (hort« 
lived  dynafty  of  the  Marabuts  was  followed  by  that  of  the 
Elmohlds  or  Unitarians* 


SECT.   V, 

Dynafty  of  the  Elmobids. 

This  dynafty  originated  in  Mount  Atlas.  Tomrut,  its 
founder,  was  followed  by  his  celebrated  difciple  Abd-el-mumin, 
originally  a  do^or  of  theology,  but  who  difplayed  fuch  talents 
in  war,  that  Ali,  king  of  Morocco,  after  meeting  with  many 
defeats,  died  in  defpair. 

Abd*el-mumin  afpiring  to  the  univerfal  fovereignty  of  the 
Mohammedans  in  Africa,  befieged  and  took  Oran  and  Fez,  A.  D. 
1 142.  Tasfin,  fon  of  Ali,  hardly  retained  Morocco,  which 
was  taken  by  Abd-el-mumin  from  Ifliak  his  fucceffor,  the  laft 
of  the  Marabut  dynafty. 

p  1 150. 
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1150.  The  Moors  of  Spain  having  fufiered  great  lodes, 
fent  to  Abd-el-mumin  to  requeft  his  aid  againll  the  Chrift- 
ians.  That  ambitious  prince  eagerly  feized  the  opportunity, 
and  fent  feveral  armies  into  Spain.  The  following  year  he 
conquered  Bugia  in  Africa. 

1 159.  The  Sicilians  retaining  Tunis,  and  other  places  on  the 
coaft  in  the  Eaftern  part  of  Africa,  Abd-el-mumin  equipped  a 
fleet,  and  left  Morocco  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  thouiand 
combatants.  Tunis  waa  taken  by  treafon.  Mehedi^,  furrounded 
by  the  fea,  except  one  part  which  was  ftrongly  fortified,  was 
bravely  defended  by  the  Sicilkins,  and  their  king  fent  a  fleet  to 
their  afliftance.  It  was  defeated  by  that  of  the  Muflims,  and 
famine  forced  the  garrifon  to  furrender. 

Abd-el-mumin,  being  acknowleged  fovereign  of  all  Moham- 
medan Africa,  refolved  on  the  cQnqueft  of  Spain ;  but  death 
unexpededly  feized  him  at  Salli  in  1 1 60.  He  was  fucceeded 
byiAbu-Yakub  his  fitn. 

f   •  • 

ii8o«  Abu-Yaki^b  carried  his  airms  into  Spain,  where  he 
received  the  homage  of  feveral  Arabian  princes.  He  was  con- 
ftrained  to  return  to  Africa,  on  intelligence  arriving  that  a  h<Mrde 
of  Turks,  who  had  pafled  from  Egypt,  had  feized  Tripoli,  and 
6ther  places.     Sfax  had  aif<>  r^olted.    lliefe  commotions  were 

appeafcd  ;  and,  at  Mehcdii,  Abu^-Yakub  renewed  the  truce  with 
Sicily  for  ten  years. 


1 184. 
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1184.     Aba*Yakiib  invades  Spala^  is  defeated,  and  ki 
Yakub  his  (on  fucceeded  faim. 

The  El-Moravides,  who  had  fled  to  Spain,  endeavoured  to 
regain  their  power  in  Africa.  They  were  fupported  by  the 
Turks  of  Tripoli ;    but  Yakub  took  that  cky,  and  razed  its 

Willlfi. 

1 195.  Yakub  defeats  Alfonfo  king  of  Caftille  at  Rema 
»ear  Cordova,  and  beficges  Toledo.  He  makes  other  eam- 
paigns  in  Spain. 

1199.  Yakub  dies  at  Salli,  in  his  forty-eighth  year.  The 
fceptre  pafles  to  Mohammed-el-Nasir  his  Ton. 

Mohammed  loft  all  that  his  anceftors  had  pofleiTed  in 
Spain. 

-  1 210.  He  attempts  to  seoover  his  SpaniOi  territories  at  the 
head  of  600,000  men,  according  to  the  wonted  exaggerattons 
of  the  Arabs ;  but  is  completely  defeated  at  the  famous  battle 
eaOed  Aiai  liy  the  Arabs,  and  Vimet^Tolo/k  by  tlje  Spaniards. 
Biohammed  died  of.  veication  the  following  year.  Hie  £lmo« 
hads  had  pofleflfed  Valencia,  Seville,  Carmona,  &c.      ^ 

1.211.  Yttfluf,  fon  oi  McSiammed,  proved  a  voluptuous 
and  feeble  prince.  He  reigned  twelve  years,  and  died  without 
pofterity, 

p  2  1223. 
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1223.  Abd-el-wahhad,  his  great  uncle,  fucceeded,  or  was 
chofen  by  the  grandees.  The  famfe  year  the  royal  title  was 
transferred  to  Abd-uUah  his  nephew,  who  was  murdered  by 
rebels. 

1225.  Edris-ben-Yakub,  In'other  of  Abd-uHah,  became  king 
of  Africa,  and  ufed  great  cruelties  to  eilabliih  his  authority* 
After  reigning  five  years,  he  died  of  an  apoplexy. 

1231.  His  fon  Abd-el-wahhad  fucceeded,  and  was  drowned 
when  bathing.  Other  princes  of  this  dynafty  were,  Said-Abul, 
1 242  ;  Umer,  1 248  ;  Wasik-^Abul,  1 266.  In  this  ilfurper 
clofed  the  dynafty  of  the  Elmohads. 


Upon  the  fall  of  this  powerful  dynafty,  Africa  was  divided 
into  thofe  petty  royalties  which  ftill  fubfift,  with  few  va- 
riations. 

The  family  of  the  Merinis  became  mafters  of  Fez  aind  M6« 
rocco,  and  were  the  moft  powerful  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  the 
£lmohads« 

The  Abi-Hafs  feized  Tunis;,  and  the  Beni  Zian  enjoyed 
Tremefen. 


Abu- 
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'  Abu-M-Haflan,  fultan  of  Morocco,  became  fovereign  by  con- 
queft,  about  A.  D.  1 347,  of  alt  the  African  ftates ;  but  this 
power  was  only  a  momentary  meteor.. 

About  the  year  1500  an  ambitious  Sheriff  or  defcendant  of 
Mohammed,  feized  the  fovereignty  of  Morocco ;  and  his  de* 
fcendants,  under  the  flyle  of  Sherifs,  retain  the  power  to  thi» 
day. 

The  kingdom  of  Tremefen,  on  the  Eaft  of  Fez,  contained 
Algier,  Oran,  &c.  It  was  feized  by  the  Beni  Zian  about  A.  D. 
1249.  On  the  death  of  the  laft  of  that  race,  A.  D.  1560^  it 
was  united  to  the  Turkifli  Deydom  of  Algier. 


The  power  of  the  Turks  in  Africa  is  very  recent.  It  began 
in  15141  when  the  pirate  Barbarofla  feized  Algier  j  and  piracy^ 
as  is  too  well  known,  has  become  an  appendage  of  their  do« 
minion. 


Tunis  became  fubje<9t  to  the  Abi-Hafs  about  A.  D.  1240. 
Abu-Zekeria,  the  firfl  prince,  is  faid  to  have  extended  his  con- 
tribution to  the  country  of  the  negroes.  A.  D.  1270,  St.  Louis, 
attacking  Tunis,  perifhed  by  a  peftirence. 

In  1533  Barbarofla  feized  Tunis.  The  expedition  of  Charles  V. 
1535,  is  well  known ;  but  the  African  marygold  is  its  only  per- 
manent produ£t.     The  race  of  the  Abi-Hafs  terminated  in  1570, 
when  £1-Wahhali,  a  defcendant  of  Barbarofla,  and  Dey  of  Al- 
gier, 
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gier,  took  pofleflion  of  Tunis.  The  Mohammedan  powef  »  on 
the  North  and  Wdl  of  Afiica,  Mmains  divided  between  the 
Sherifs  of  Morocco  and  Fez,  and  the  Turks  of  AJgier  and 
Tunis. 


PART      IL 


EGTPT. 


Egypt  remained  for  a  conliderable  time  in  quiet  fubje^lion 
to  the  Chalifs,  fucceilbrs  of  Mohammed.  But  their  power  bo- 
ing  on  the  tlecline,  owing  to  the  infolence  of  their  Turcoman 
militia,  the  janizaries  of  that  period,  and  other  cauies,  this  fertile 
country  began  to  throw  off  the  yoke. 


DYNASTY   1. 

The    Tholonides. 

In  the  year  of  the  Hejira  265^  A.  D.  879,  Achmed,  fon.of 
Tholon  or  Teilun,  governor  of  Egypt,  ufurped  the  foverelgnty 
from  the  Chaltf  Motamid-bMUah.  This  fhort-lived  dynafty 
expired  in  Sultan  Haron,  grandfon  of  the  ufuiper,  about  thirty 
years  after. 

DYNASTY   ft. 

The  Fatmites. 

The  conqueft  of  Egypt  by  Abu-Tammfm,  Suhan  of  Afiica, 
has  been  already  mentioned. 

975- 
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975.  Abu-Tammim  or  Moaz  was  fucoeeded  by  his  fon 
Aziz.    He  carried  on  feveral  vfzn  in  Syria. 

996b     Hakiniy  his  fuccefibr,  is  only  famed  for  his  cruelty. 

102 1.  Daher,  fourth  Chalif  of  Egypt,  conquered  Aleppo, 
but  was  forced  to  abandon  it 

1036b  Abu^Tamim  Moftanfir.  In  the  reign  of  this  Chalif 
moft  of  the  Egyptian  pofTeilions  in  Syria  were  loft. 

1094.  Moftali.  This  Chalif,.  in  1098,  regained  Jerufalem 
from  the  Turks  ;  next  year  it  was  taken  by  the  Franks,  under 
Godefroy  de  Boulogne* 

1 1 01.  Amer,  a  child.  The  Wiztr  Afdhal  exercifed  the  ib« 
Tereignty  during  hia  reign  of  thirty  years. 

1 130.     Hafed. 

1 149.     Dafer.    in  his  Chalifat^  the  Chriftians  took  Afcalon. 
1 15  J.     Fayez. 

1 160.  Aded.  The  Fatimite  race  had  before  this  period  funk 
into  fuch  imbecility,  that  the  Wizirs  held  the  whole  executive 
power.  Shawur,  the  reigning  VfizWy  having  been  fupplanted 
by  the  intrigues  of  Dargham,  pafled  to  Syria,  to  implore  the 

aili  dance 
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alTiftancc  of  Nur-el-din,  Sultan  of  Damafcus^.  la  1x64  ^^^ 
requeft  was  complied  with.  Shirakuk^  called  Syracon  by  the 
Chriilian  writers,  and  his  nephew,  the  famous  Salah-el-din,  or 
Saladin,  were  fent  to  re-eftablifh  Shawur,  who  fbon  finding  his 
aflbciates  too  powerful,  formed  an  alliance  with  the  Franks. 
Shirakuk  however  defeated  all  his  proje&s;  and  in  11 69  pro- 
cured an  order  from  the  Chalif  Aded  for  the  decapitation  of 
Schawur,  with  the  robe  and  firman  of  wizir  for  himfelf.  He 
died  in  the  fame  year,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew 
Saladin. 

1171.  Saladin  obliges  the  Franks  to  evacuate  Egypt.  An 
enemy  of  the  Fatimites,  from  religious  fchifm,  he  omits 
the  name  of  Aded,  in  the  public  prayers,  and  fubftitutes  that 
of  the  Chalif  of  Bagdad.  Aded  died  on  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber 1 171 ;  and  in  him  terminated  the  dynafty  of  the  Fatimites. 
His  fucceflbrs  renounced  the  titlq  of  Chalif,  and  aflumed  only 
that  of  Sultans. 


*  The  power  of  the  Chalifs,  fucceflbrs  of  Mohammed,  had  fallen  about 
the  middle  of  the  elerenth  century.  The  Tuiks,  a  Tataric  nation,  feized 
Iconium,  and  mod  of  Afia  Minor,  about  1074.  Twenty  years  after,  Aleppo 
and  Damafcus  became  feparate  fovereignties  under  the  grandfons  of  Elf  Arflan  i 
the  former  city  had  been  long  fubjeA  to  the  Chalifs  of  Egypt. 


DYNASTY 
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DYNASTY    III. 


The  Aiubite  Sultans, 


Salah-ed-din,  fon  of  Aiub,  a  Kurd,  ufurped  the  title  of  Sultan 
of  Egypt  in  1 1 74.  Not  contented  with  that  fovereignty,  he 
extended  his  views  to  Syria.  In  1 1 77  he  is  defeated  at  Ramie 
by  Rainaud  de  Chatillon. 

■ 

1 182.  More  fuccefs  att^ided  his  arms  in  Syria }  and  next 
year  he  feized  Amida  in  Mefopotaniia,  and  forced  Aleppo  to  a 
capitulation. 

1187.  Saladin  gains  over  the  Franks  his  famous  victory  at 
Hittin  :  the  Chriftian  power  falls,  and  Saladin  becomes  mafter 
of  Jerufalem  on  the  2d  of  Odiober. 

1 1 89.  The  Franks  befiege  Akka,  or  Ptolemais,  which  did 
not  furrender  till  after  it  had  been  invefted  for  two  years. 

1192.  Saladin  concludes  a  truce  with  Richard  king  of 
England.  Akka  and  Yafia  were  almoft  the  only  places  left  to 
the  Franks. 

Saladin  died  on  the  4th  March  1 1 93,  aged  only  fifty^feven, 
leaving  fixteen  fons  and  a  daughter. 


"93- 
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1193.  Malek-el-Aziz,  fecond  fon  of  Saladin.  He  feized 
Damafcusy  and  left  to  his  brother  only  Samofata. 

1 198.  Malek-el-Manfur.  His  uncle  Afdhal,  prince  of  Sa- 
mofata,  was  called  by  the  Emirs  to  rule  the  kingdom  during 
the  minority,  by  the  title  of  AtabeL 

I200.  Adel-Self-el-dtn,  brother  of  Saladin,  ufurps  the 
crown, 

1209.  The  Franks  penetrate  into  Egypt,  and  retire  with 
confiderable  booty.  Nine  years  afterward  they  returned,  and 
feized  the  ifle  Pharos  and  Damiatt. 

12 1 8.  Malek-el-Kamel,  fon  of  Seif-el-din«  The  crufaders 
abandon  Damiatt  in  1221. 

1228.  Malek  furrenders,  by  treaty,  Jerufalem,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  and  Sidon,  to  Frederic  IL  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

1239.  Malek  Adel  depofed  by  his  brother. 

« 

1240.  Malek  Salah.  In  1244  he  defeated  the  Franks  and 
Syrians,  who  were  about  to  penetrate  into  Egypt. 

1 249.  St.  Louis  feized  Damiatt ;  and  in  the  fame  year  Ma- 
lek Salah  died. 


He 
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He  had  bouglit  from  the  Tatars  a  number  of  Turkifh  flaves 
frota  Raptchaky  to  form  a  guard,  and  marine.  Thefe  he  raifed 
to  the  higheft  employments ;  and  they  became  the  famous 
MamlukSi  who  feized  the  fovereignty  of  Egypt. 

« 

1 249.  Turin  Shah,  fon  of  Malek.  Next  year  he  captures 
St.  LouiS)  and  his  army  of  20,000.  On  the  ift  May  1250, 
Turin  Shah  is  maflacred  by  the  Mamluks,  who  affign  the  fcep- 
tre  to  his  ftep-mother^  and  afterwards  to  a  boy  of  the  Aiubite 
race,  which  in  him  clofed  its  domination  over  Egypt. 


M  A  M  L  U  K  S. 


SECT.     I. 

Babarite  Mamiaks. 

These  were  fo  ftyied,  from  having  been  originally  employed 
as  mariners  on  board  the  fhips  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  They 
were  Turks. 

A.  D.  1254.  Ezz-ed-din  Moaz  Ibegh  was  the  firft  fovereign 
of  this  dynafty.     He  was  aflfaflinated. 

125^5.    Nur-ed-dta  Ali,  fon  of  Sultan  £zz-ed-din,  followed. 

Q.2  It 
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It  would  be  uninterefting  to  mark  the  names  and  ihort 
reigns  of  thefe  princes,  mod  of  whom  fell  by  afiaffination. 
The  chief  events  alone  (hall  be  commemorated. 

Bibars  I.  who  reigned  from  A.  D.  1260  to  1277,  was  an 
adive  prince,  and  feized  moil  of  the  Chriftian  pofTeffions  in 
Syria.  ... 

Kalil  Afcraf,  who  afcended  the  throne  in  1290,  took  Ptole- 
msus,  and  terminated  the  power  of  the  Chriilians  in  Paleftine. 

During  fucceflive  reigns  many  contefts  took  place  in  Syria, 
the  pofreflion  of  which  was  difputed  by  the  Mamluk  Sultans    ^ 
and  the  Moguls. 

Nazr  Mohammed,  who  died  in  1341,  diflinguifhed  himfelf 
by  the  protedion  which  he  granted  to  agriculture  and  the  arts. 

In  1348  a  peftilence  appeared  ia  Egypt,  or  perhaps  originally 
in  Syria,  which  fpread  over  a  great  part  of  Europe. 

« 

A.  D.'  1365.  In  Odlober,  Peter  de  Lufignan,  king  of  Cyprus, 
befieged  Alexandria;  but  he  was  foon  conftrained  to  aban- 
don it,  for  want  of  provifions  *•    Shaban  Afcraf  was  then  Sultan, 

and 

*  This  expedition  remains  in  conCdeiable  obfcurity,  though  it  may  be  re* 
garded  as  the  laft  dying  fpark  of  the.  cmfades,.  as  the  adventurerB  feem  to  have 
been  of  feveral  nations.    Fordun,  Scciicbr,  toI.  ii«  p.  488,  mentions  Norman 

Lefley, 
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and  he  wad^the  firft  who  ordered  the  Sherifs,  or  defcendants  of 
the  Prophet,^  to  wear  a  green  turban. 


SECT.     II. 

Borgite  Mamluks. 

This  race  was  of  Circaflian  extrafk,  and  continued  to  rule 
Egypt  till  the  French  invafion. 

1382.  Barkuk-Daher,  who  had  been  Atabek  in  the  mino- 
rity of  Hadgi  Salah,  depofed  his  pupil,  and  feized  the  fupreme 
authority.  Timur  invading  Syria,  Barkuk  obtained  two  vidlo- 
ries  over  the  Moguls,  and  forced  them  to  withdraw. 

1399.  Faradj,  fon  of  Barkuk.  Few  of  thefe  Sultans  reigned 
above  a  year,  till 

s 

1442.  Buribsu,  who  reigned  fixteen.  He  fent  a  fleet 
againft  Cyprus,  which  took  Lymiflfos  and  Nicofia,  and  brought 
John  11.  and  moft  of  his  nobility,  captives.  Syria  remained 
almoft  a  conftant  appanage  to  Egypt. 

146 1.  Abu-*1-Fathe  Achmed  received  tribute  from  Cyprus, 
and  afligned  the  crown  to  James,  natural  fon  of  John  III. 


Leflej>  his  coukitryman,  as  ai  prime  a£lor.  There  was  ad  old  Scottiih  poem  on 
the  feats  of  Sir  Walter,  bis  brother,  Duke  of  Lejgaroch  in  France.  Ibid,  and 
Maitland's  Poems. 

Of 
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Of  tlie  fucceeding  Sultans  we  find  nothing  remarkable ;  and 
the  Mamluk  ariftocracy  began  to  render  thdr  ftation  more  and 
more  precarious. 

In  I  JO  I  Kanfu  £l-ghuri.  waa^nufed  to  the  throne. 

In  i5i6,*Selim  II.  emperor  of  Conftantinople,  having  de- 
clared war  againft  him,  defeated  and  flew  him  near  Aleppo, 
and  feized  Syria. 

Toman  Bey  was  appointed  his  fucceflbr  by  the  Mamluks. 
On  the  24th  January  15 17,  he  loft,  at  Rodania  near  Kahira, 
a  great  battle  againft  the  Othman  troops.  After  another  ob- 
flinate  confiid,  Toman  Bey  was  again  defeated  by  Selim,  taken 
prifoner,  and  hanged  at  one  of  the  gates  of  Rahira  on  the  1 3th 
April 


•  •   •  . 

Selim  was  contented  with  abolifhing  the  monarchy  of  the 

Mamluks,  but  fuffered  their  ariftocracy  to  retain  its  former 
power,  on  certain  conditions ;  the  chief  of  which  were,  an 
annual  tribute,  obedience  in  matters  of  faith  to  the  Mufti  of 
Conftantinople,  and  the  infertion  of  the  name  of  the  Othman 
Emperors  in  the  prayers,  and  on  the  coin. 

Syria,   its    ufual   appanage,   being  withdrawn,    Egypt   has 
rarely  intermeddled  with  foreign  affairs,  and  the  Beys  have 
generally  been  contented  with  fqueezing  the  people,  arid  enjoy- 
ing 
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ing  in  eafe  the  fruit  of  their  extortions.  During  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  the  Othman  power,  Egypt  appears  one  of  the  moft 
quiet  and  fubmiflive  of  the  provinces :  and  the  travellers  of 
this  and  the  two  preceding  centuries  may  fupply  what  few 
materials  arife,  concerning  its  hiflory,  or  rather  its  condition. 
The  evening  of  the  Turkifh  domination  was  marked  by  the 
appearance  of  that  meteor,  Ali  Bey,  who  had  fcarcely  dazzled 
the  .nations  with  his  wild  effulgence  before  he  difappeared. 


\ 
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CHAP.  VIIL 
UPPER    EGYPT. 

•  •  - 

Dejign  to  penetrdtc  into  Habhejb  or  Abjiffiniar^Voyage  on  the  Ktl 
Defcription  of  AJJiut — General  courfe  of  the  Nile — IJlands  and 
villages — Caverns — Kaw — Acbmim — Painted  caverns^^irgi 
— Dendera — Anticnt  Temple — Kous — Topography  of  Upper 
Egypt — EUwab^eUGhurbi — Situation  of  the  Oq/is  parva. 

JlLver  eager  to  accomplilh  my  propofed  journey  into  Abyfli- 
nia,  I  was  neverthelefs  not  able  to  fet  out  till  Monday  loth  of 
September^  and,  even  then,  not  with  all  the  advantages  that 
might  have  been  expeded.  I  had  ipdeed  employed  part  of  the 
fummer,  which  was  pafTed  in  Kahira,  in  learning  the  Arabic 
language ;  which  is  a  tafk  of  difficulty  to  thofe  who  are  unable 
to  fupply  the  utter  want  of  books,  and  method  and  perfpicuity 
in  the  teacher.  My  friends  were  forward  in  reprefenting 
the  dangers  to  be  encountered,  rather  than  in  furnifhing  the 
means  of  avoiding  them.  I  determined  to  adopt  fuch  a  method 
as  an  imperfe£t  knowlege  of  the  country  fuggefted  as  the  leaft 
exceptionable,  and  leave  the  reft  to  fortune.  Judging  that  I 
fliould  yet  have  occafion  for  an  interpreter,  I  took  care  to  pro- 
vide a  Greek,  who,  befides  his  native  language,  was  acquainted 
with  the  Turkifh,  Arabic,  and  Italian.  I  had  alfo  with  me  a 
Mohammedan  of  the  lower  clafs  of  Kahirines,  who,  as  belongs 

to 
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to  that  charader,  was  prepared  for  every  office.  Thus  pro- 
vided, we  commenced  our  voyage,  and  on  the  eighth  day 
reached  Affiut, 

If  we  except  fome  few  inconveniences  from  the  motley  com- 
pany that  fills  the  boats,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  more  plea- 
furable  modfe  of  travelling  thaii  that  by  the  Nile  when  it  over* 
flows*  The  great  body  of  water,  perfe<&fy  calm  and  unrtif- 
fled,  the  banks  on  each  fide  covered  with  the  rich  produdl  of 
the  hufl>andman's  labour,  form  a  fcene  in  every  fenfe  allur- 
ing. The  paflengers  are  proteded  by  a  fimple  awning  of 
branches  from  the  immediate  a&ion  of  the  fun,  and  the  great 
heat  of  the  tropical  latitude  is  afluagied  by  a  gentle  breeze^  which 
^n^rally  continues  during  four  or. five  meridian  hours.  The 
fiiariners  chaunt  refponfive  to  the  motion  of  their  oars  1  and 
the  vefiibl  offers  an  apt  emblem  of  fmiling  fortune  in  her  moft 
profperous  career.   . . 

»  *       '  .  \ 

*  .4 

I  landed  near  A|SMt,  and  went  to  an  okal  in  that  city  to 
lodee.  Here  I  fuff^ed  no  Idnd  of  inconvenience. — ^A  fmall 
room,  dry  and  pejfe^ly  quiet,  not  Infefled  with  vermin,  an- 
fwered  the  pui;pofc  of  fecurjty  to  property;  and  in  this  climate, 
^t  fuob .a  feaft>ni,  ^no.flxelter  is  required  except  from  the  funs 
f^yo*  .A/Cut  is,  at  ^is  time^  by  far  the  mofl:  confiderable  city  in 
the  higher  Egypt.  This  charad:er  formerly  belonged  to  Gu-gi, 
which  i&  in  effe^  fliil  a  place  of.  note,  but  leis  fo  than  Afliut. 
The  fituation  is  in  all  refpe<3:s  favourable,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  water^  is  conduced  round  the.  town  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark. A  canal,  dug  probably  from  an  early  period,  parallel  to 
•  R  the 
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the  Nile,  in  this  part  of  the  country  laves  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  which  are  near  to  Afliut,  and  having  furrounded  that 
city,  and  the  villages  adjacent,  defcends  again  into  the  river. 
The  water,  however,  is  not  admitted  into  it  but  at  a  certain  pe- 
riod of  its  increafe,  and  then  it  overflows  all  the  furrounding 
lands,  and  Afliut  only  communicates  with  the  Nile,  by  a  road, 
artificially  raifed  above  the  common  level,  which  leads  down  to 
the  point  where  the  boats  refort,  and  are  laden  and  difcharged ; 
and  by  two  bridges,  the  one  leading  to  this  road,  and  the  other 
towards  the  mountains. 

It  has  become  much  more  populous  within  a  few  years  by 
the  good  government  of  Solyman  Bey,  who  has  alfo  adorned  it 
by  planting  many  trees.  Afliut  was  formerly  known  to  the 
Arabic  writers  by  the  name  of  bdut-es-Sultin^  the  king's  fifli, 
or  filh-pond,  for  ^ys^  fignifies  both.  It  would  be  curious  to 
inquire  from  what  circumftance ;  whether  from  having  bee^ 
appointed  to  fupply  the  king's  table  with  fifh,  or  what  other 
reafon  ?  The  mountains  above  Ailiut  abound  with  caverns  which 
have  probably  originally  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  fepulture,  and 
then,  in  the  Chriftian  age,  may  have  been  the  relbrt  of  perfons 
who  fought  religious  retirement.  There  are  fome  hieroglyphic 
infcriptions,  but  nothing  very  remarkable,  and  they  have  been 
already  defcribed  by  former  travellers,  fd  that  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  give  a  detailed  account  of  them  here.  The  principal  anti- 
quities between  Kahira  and  AfliAt,  are  at  Shech  Abade  *,  the 

* 

*  This  place  takes  its  name  from  the  tomb  of  a  Chriftian  ecclefiaftic,  called 
Ammon-el'ahidi  or  the  devout  \  its  other  name  is  Enfeni^  evidently  from  that  of 
Antinous. 

andent 
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antient  Antinoopolis,  and  at  Afhrnunein.  In  the  former  are 
two  Gorlnthian  columns,  highly  adorned,  (landing  diagonally 
oppofed  to  each  other,  and  having  each  a  Greek  infcription. 
The  firft  words  of  the  one  are  as  follow, 

AFAGH  TYXH 
AYTOKPATOPI  KAISAPI  MAPKXi  ATPHAIXi. 

The  next  word  appears  to  be  SEKOTNAXl,  but  it  is  obli- 
terated *. 

.  Ha^dng  paffed .  about  fourteen  days  in  Afliut,  waiting  for  a 
boat  to  go  forward,  which,  in  this  feafon,  when  the  com  is 
tranfported  into  the  magazines,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  find,  at 
length  was  able  to  hire  one,  of  a  moderate  fize,  and  entirely  de- 
voted to  ourfelves.  We  left  Affiut  on  the  4th  of  October,  and 
pafTed  the  night  before  a  village  called  Mehala.  It  has  been 
built  by  a  certain  Ofman  Bey,  within  twenty  years ;  and  how- 
ever deftitute  of  any  fpirit  of  improvement  perfons  of  this  de- 
fcription  may  be  thought  in  Europe,  this  village  is'  an  evidence 
6f  fome  attention  thereto ;  for  the  four  ftreets  of  which  it  con- 
fids  are  at  right  angles  with  each  other,  built  in  right  lines,  and 
four  times  as  wide  as  what  is  generally  feen  in  places  of  the 
fame  kind/  It  is  true,  the  materials  are  mean,  and  the  number 
of  houfes  inconfiderable. 

The  villagers  of  the  Upper  Egypt  are  at  little  expenfe  for 
building.     Clay  and  unburned  bricks,  the  chief  materiah  ufed 

*  The  remainder  might  be  eafily  copied,  but  circumftances  did  not  then  per- 
mit me  to  give  the  time  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 
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in  fabricating  houfes,  are  to  be  had  for  the  labour  ofxolle£^ing 
or  forming  them.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  thatch ;  and 
the  date  tree,  though  periihable,  fumiflies  the  timber  required. 
If  a  carpenter  be  employed,  his  time  is  not  occupied  in  prepar* 
ing  ufelefs  ornaments.  In  the  towns  however,  as  Ghenne, 
Afliut,  Girgi,  &c«  the  habitations  are  conftru£ted  of  better 
materials,  with  much  more  art,  and  are  fome  of  them  fump* 
tuous. 

Many  confiderable  iflands  exifl:  in  the  courfe  of  the  Nile, 
but  they  are  too  frequently  changing  place,  in  confequence  of 
new  depoiitions  of  mud,  to  admit  of  their  being  marked  with 
permanent  accuracy. 

The  number  of  towns  and  villages  which  I  diftinguUhed  on 
the  Eafiern  fide  between  Kahira  and  Affuan,  amounted  to  about 
one  hundred  and  fixty. 

On  the  Weftern,  where  the  cultivable  lands  are  more  ex- 
tended, two  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  Yet  they  cannot  be 
enumerated  very  accurately  in  paffing  on  the  ftream ;  for  there 
are  many  within  the  limits  of  the  arable  land  on  both  fides, 
but  principally  on  the  Weft,  which  are  not  vifible  from  the 
river,  and  the  names  and  numbers  of  which*  the  circumftances 
then  exifting  did  not  permit  me  to  learn  from  thofe  to  whom 
I  could  have  recourfe  for  information. 


The 
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The  more  populous- of  the  towns  feem  to'  be  thofe  which 
follow : 


Eqft  of  the  Nik. 

1.  Achmim. 

2.  Ghenne. 

3.  Kous. 

4.  Aflu^n. 


Weft  of  the  Nile. 

1.  Benefoef. 

2.  Minie  j  city. 

3.  Melawi. 

4.  Monfalut;  city. 

5.  Affiut;  city. 

6.  Tachta. 

7.  Girgi;  city. 

8.  Bardis. 
9*  Bagjura. 

10.  Nakade* 

11.  Erment. 

12.  Ifna;  city. 


In  the  mountsun  above  Affiiit  are  feveral  remarkable  caverns, 
very  fpacious,  and  adorned  with  hieroglyphics  and  emble- 
matic figures.  Some  appear  to  have  been  fepulchral,  as  they 
contain  fragment^  of  the  jars  in  which  were  depofited,  not 
only  the  Ibis,  but  cats,  dogs,  and  other  animals,  whether  confix 
dered  as  facred,  or  (lain  to  attend  their  mailer  or  miftrefs  in  the 
other  world.  In  one  of  thefe  caverns,  befides  the  entrance, 
there  are  three  chambers  hewn  in  the  rock,  which  is  free-ftone, 
one  fixty  feet  by  thirty,  another  fixty  by  twenty-fix,  a  third 
twenty-fix  by  twenty-five.  Farther  up  the  mountain  there  are 
caverns  yet  more  fpacious  than  thefe. 

In 
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In  other  parts  of  the  mountain  are  numerous  rough  cavities, 
from  which  the  ftone  has  been  extraAed  for  the  purpofes  of 
building,  but  they  have  afterwards  been  ufed  for  various  objeds; 
fome  for  fepulture,  as  appears  from  the  remains  of  jars  curioufly 
flopped  with  bitumen,  others  for  fummer  retreats,  as  they  are 
expofed  to  the  North,  and  very  cool. 

Large  quantities  of  fine  flax  are  cultivated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Afliut :  this  article  and  wheat  are  tranfported  from 
Upper  to  Lower  Egypt.  Salt  and  other  articles  are  brought  in 
return.  From  Mecca  by  way  of  Cofsir  are  imported  Indian 
goods ;  but  the  European  articles  of  broad-cloth,  tin,  &c.  arc 
here  rarely  feen.  The  Soudan  caravans  form  a  chief  fupport 
of  Afliut,  which,  with  refpedl  to  them,  ferves  as  a  midway  fta- 
tion.  Afliut  is  regarded  as  the  capital  of  Middle  Egypt ;  and 
in  population  exceeds  all  the  towns  to  the  South  of  Kahira.  I 
fhould  not  be  inclined  to  eflimate  the  inhabitants  at  lefs  than 
twenty-five  thoufand.  The  Senjiak^  or  Bey  of  Said,  divides 
the  year  of  his  office  between  Afliut  and  Girgi ;  the  internal 
government  confifls  of  the  Cadi,  afliQ:ed  by  other  civil  ofiicers  ; 
and  five  Cafhefs,  moflly  appointed  by  Soliman  Bey,  conftantly 
refide  there.  It  is  the  feat  of  a  Coptic  bifhop,  but  the  Copts 
are  not  very  numerous^  the  people  being  chiefly  Moham« 
medans. 

So  feverely  is  female  chaflity  guarded  in  this  country,  that 
inflant  death  follows  its  violation.  If  tendernefs  of  difpofition 
fhould  prevent  the  father,  brother,  hufband  from  infliding  this 

punifhment. 
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paoifhineQt,  he  isihunned  by  all  his  acquaintance,  and  becomes 
a  ftranger  to  fociety. 

Provifions  are  confiderably  cheaper  at  AffiAt  than  in  Kahira. 

Lentilles  form  a  confiderable  article  of  food  to  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  Upper  Egypt,  who  rarely  enjoy  the  luxury  of  rice* 
The  lentilles  are  fo  prepared  as  to  be  very  palatable* 

In  Dar-Fur  are  no  lentilles. 

The  Egyptian  onions  are  remarkably  mild,  more  fo  than  the 
Spanilh,  but  not  fo  large.  They  are  of  the  pureft  white,  and 
the  lamina  are  of  a  fofter  and  loofer  contexture  than  thofe  of 
any  other  fpecies.  They  deteriorate  by  tranfplantation  ;  fo  that 
much  muft  depend  on  the  foil  and  climate.  They  remain  a  fa- 
vourite article  of  food  with  all  clafles ;  and  it  is  ufual  to  put  a 
layer  or  two^  of  them,  and  of  meat,  on  a  fpit  or  fkewer,  and 
thus  roaft  them  over  a  charcoal  fire.  The  defire  of  the  Ifraelites 
for  the  onions  of  Egypt  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

About  four  hours  from  Ailiut  we  had  pafled  Monfalut, 
a  city  which  I  afterwards  returned  to  view  at  more  leifure. 
Monfalut  is  of  confiderable  extent  and  population.  Between  it 
and  Afliut  flands  Ben-Ali,  a  populous  town.  Thofe  three 
places  conflitute,  with  Girgi,  the  chief  marts  of  the  trade  of 
Upper  Egypt 

Oftober 
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Odober  4th»    1792.      Cohtloued '  our  Navigation  up  the 

Nile. 

6th.  Pa0ed  KaW  Or  Gaw-es-Sherki^  the  Aatasopolid  of  anti- 
quity, where  remains  part  of  a  curious  temple^  confifting  of  fe- 
veral  columns,  built  of  large  (tones,  as  ufual  in  .  Egyptian 
remains,  and  covered  with  emblematical  figures,  iateriperfe4 
with  hieroglyphics.  Some  of  the  ftbnes  in  the  temple  are  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  feet  in  length.  At  How  on  the  Weft,  fup- 
pofed  the  ancient  Diofpolis,  obferved  no  ruins. 

8th.     Came  to  Achniim,  the  antient  ChemAis  or  Panopelis, 

«  _  •  • 

on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  Nile,  now  a  jpleafant  village  or  fmall 
town.  Heliodorus,  in  his  celebrated  romance,  olten  mentions 
Chemmis,  and  fpeaks  of  a  difpute  between  its  -people  and  thofe 
of  Befla  or  Andnoe.  Many  cities  intervened  between  Befla 
and  Chemmis,  the  latter  of  which  he  feems  to  place  not  far 
from  a  lake  near  the  Heracleotic  mouth  of  the  Nild.  -  The 
whole  geography  of  that  ingenious  prelate  forms  one  puzzle, 
though  he  was  a  native  of  the  neighbourii^  country  of 
Syria. 

At  Achmim  fome  fragments  of  columns  ftill  remain,  and  in 
the  adjacent  mountain  are  caverns  refembling  thofe  at  Afliut. 
The  hieroglyphics  have  been  painted  in  diftemperature,  as  ufual 
with  all  thofe  executed  on  the  fmooth  furface  of  free^ftone.  A 
mummy  had  been  recently  taken  out  of  the  principal  room,  as 
appeared  from  the  remains  of  prepared  cloth,  and  human 

bones. 
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bones*  The  cielings  of  the  chambers  have  been  plsuftered  and 
coloured.  Perhaps  the  antient  Egyptians  had  a  cuftom,  not 
unknown  to  other  Oriental  nations,  of  annual  vifits  to  the 
dead* ;  and  thefe  chambers  might  be  conilru^ed  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  relations  on  thofe  occafions. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Achmim  abounds  with  fycamores. 

This  kind  of  fycamore,  it  is  well  known,  bears  a  fmall  dry 
fig,  of  a  yellowifh  colour,  adhering  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree. 
Many  gardens  are  alfo  feen,  in  which  grow  date  and  other 
trees. 

nth  Odober,  arrived  at  Girgi,  formerly  the  capital  of  Upper 
Egypt,  now  declining.  There  is  a  large  market-place,  with 
{hops  in  abundance.  At  Menfhi^,  antient  Ptolemais,  and  at 
Girgi,  obferved  feveral  large  pieces  of  granite,  feemingly  antique 
mill-ftones.  They  are  about  fix  feet  in  diameter,  and  nearly 
three  feet  thick,  vrith  a  perforation  of  one  foot  fquare  in  the 
centre,  from  which  waving  radii,  about  an  inch  deep,  pafs  to 
the  circumference. 

The^Senjiak,  or  £mir-es-Said,  pafles  half  the  year  at  Girgi,  as 
already  mentioned.  His  office  is  efleemed  the  third  in  import- 
ance, and  is  now  filled  by  Soliman  Bey,  an  honeil  and  refped* 
able  character. 

*  That  cuftom  is  ftill  retained  at  Damiatt,  notwithftanding  the  purer  precepts 
of  Iflamifm. 

s  15* 
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15th  OGtohet.    Pai^9d  onwaxtl  to  JFadliiuC,  a  populous  towii^ 
with  many  Chrifliaai  iohabkants. 


1 7th.  Arriv^  at  Dendeim,  the  andeot  Teatjxa.  Saw  the 
noted  temple,  the  moil  pedSbft  icmaia  of  Egypdaa  arehkeS:ttre« 
It  is  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  fquare,  200  feet  by  150 — ^Pococke 
fays  145  ;  is  now  almoSt  buiied  in,  the  £md.  Aice&diag  fqme 
fteps  in  the  middle  of  the  wail,  you  <:ome  to  a  dark  gallery, 
paffing  through  all  the  fides.  Many  of  the  columns  are  fiand* 
iag.  The  infide  of  the  pronues  and  of  the  gallery  is  covered 
with  painted  hieroglyphics  in  aH  their  original  fre&Befs.  A  Gft* 
fhef,  imagining  treafures  were  concealed,  was  employed  in  die 
laudable  work  of  blowing  up  part  of  the  walls  \ 

Hie  iaiiKve  xoghl:,  aboul:  twelve,  neached  Oheaae,  the  aeueiit 
Coeoe,  or  Coaiopolis.  Hie  aiavigation  on  the  Nile  is  pardcii* 
lady  4eH^btful  in  the  ftilkK&  x£  the  night,  divorfified  by  'Qie 
bright  Fc^aion  of  the  moon  on  the  water,  or  the  dear  %ark*- 
Kng  of  innumerable  ftars  ;  among  whidi  the  bnUiaat  Canopiia, 
unfeen  in  Exn-opean  clira'ales,  96  obfervaiale,  exoept  when  ^rat^ 
mountain  conceals  that  part  of  the  hemifphere. 

19th.  iHame  oppofite  to  Coptis,  now  Kepht.  The  ndbbifh 
may  fill  a  circumference  of  two  tnHes,  evincif^  its  aittieat  ex- 
tent. Several  fmall  cciunms  of  grey  gnmite  lie  xra  the^grooad^ 
and  fome  large  ftones,  engraved  with  hieroglyphics*  fixe 
diftance  from  the  Nile  to  Coptis  is  much  fmaller  than  has  been 
fuppofed  by  European  geographers^ 

A  fmall 
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A  fmall  part  of  a  bridge  remains  near  Kepht  or  Coptis,  fuf^ 
ficient  to  determine  that  there  ance  was  one,  but  it  is  impoffifale 
to  fay  of  what  ^sera.  There  b  nothing  grand  in  the  ftru&iure, 
which  confifts  of  fmall  ftones. 

loth.  Stopped  at  Kous,  the  ApoUinopolis  parva.  Obferved 
at  a  fmall  diftance  on  the  North-eaft  an  antient  gate,  adorned 
with'  figures,  and  a  deep  cornice.  Kous  is  a  populous  town, 
about  a  mile  on  the  Eaft  of  the  Nile. 

« 

iiftOdober  1792.  Pafled  the  night  at  Nakad^,  where  is  a 
Catholic  conrent.  On  the  following  day  came  to  Ak(&r,  the 
antient  Thebes. 

A  brief  general  rctrofped  of  the  topography  of  Upper  Egypt 
may  here  be  given.  The  towns  and  cultiv;atioa  are  wholly 
confined  to  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  but  efpecially  on  the  Eaft. 
Mountains  continue  to  prefent  a  regular  barrier  behind  on  both 
fides.  Beyond  this  .natural  wall,  on  the  Weft,  is  a  vaft  fandy 
defert,  traverfed  at  times  by  the  Muggrebin  Arabs  ;  h^e  and 
there,  at  the  diftance  df  about  a  hundred  miles  or  more  from 
the  Nile,  are  Oafes  or  fertile  ifles,  in  the  ocean  of  fand.  On  the 
Eaft,  between  the  river  and  the  Arabian  gul^  are  vaft  ranges  of 
mountains,  abounding  with  marble  and  porphyry,  but  generally 
deftitute  of  water,  £>  that  no  town  or  village  can  be  built. 
Among  thefe  ranges,  however,  fome  tribes  of  Bedouin  Arabs, 
as  the  Ahabdi  and  Bent  Hojfein^  contrive  to  find  fome  fertile 
fpots  and  diminutive  fprings,  fo  as  to  furnifh  refidences  for 
about  three  or  four  thoufand  inhabitants.     Even  the  ftiores  of 
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the  Red  Sea,  correfponding  with  Egypt,  contain  but  a  fmall 
number  of  tribes ;  and  the  Arabs  on  the  Eaft  in  general  are 
little  formidable.  The  Muggrebins  ar^  more  ferocious,  and 
might  fend  forth  thirty  thoufand  men  capable  of  bearing  arms, 
could  they  ever  be  united,  a  thing  almoft  impoffible,  their  pari- 
ties feldom  exceeding  four  or  five  hundred,  and  the  tribes  being 
divided  by  inteftine  enmities.  The  Lefler  Oafis,  now  El^wab 
el'Gburbij  forms  a  kind  of  capital  fettlement,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
of  the  Muggrebin  Arabs,  who  extend  even  to  FezzSn  and  Tri- 
poli. They  are  drefled  in  a  linen  or  cotton  fhirt,  over  which 
is  wrapped  a  blanket  of  .fine  flannel ;  all  have  fire-arms  and  are 
good  markfmen,  and  their  mufquets  are  their  conftant  compa- 
nions. Their  chief  employment  lies  in  breeding  horfes  *, 
camels,  and  (heep.  They  are  very  hardy  and  abftemious,  a 
fmall  cake  of  bread  and  leathern  bottle  of  water  fuppiying  a 
man  with  ample  provifion  for  a  day. 

It  is  fsud  that  feveral  ruins  are  to  be  found  at  EUwab^l-- 
Gburbt.  Of  the  Oqfis  Magna^  now  £l-wah,  I  (hall  fpeak  at  large 
in  treating  of  my  journey  to  Dar-Fur ;  but  muft  obferve  that 
the  diftance  between  this  Oafis  and  that  ftyled  Parva  is  erro- 
neoully  laid  down  in  the  moft  recent  maps.  I  was  informed 
by  the  Muggrebins  at  El-waby  that  Cbarj^y  the  moft  northern 
village  of  that  diftrid,  was  but  two  days  journey  from  the 
neareft  part  of  EUwab^el^Gburbi ;  that  is,  about  forty  miles. 
Oq/is  Magna  feems  rightly  to  correfpond  with  the  latitude  of 

*  They  fell  the  malesi  and  themfelves  generally  mount  mares  in  their  warlike 
expeditions* 
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Dendera,  and  of  courfe  that  of  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Oqfis 
Parva  fhould  be  a  little  to  the  South  of  that  of  Afliut,  and  not 
far  North  of  Tinodes  Mons,  in  D'Anville's  map  ;  apparently 
the  chain  on  the  Eaft  of  both  the  Oafes,  or  oUI^I.  On  the 
Wefl:  I  obferved  no  mountains,  nor  on  the  South.  The  moft 
northern  Oafis  known  near  Egypt  is  that  of  Siway  already  de* 
fcribed. 


L 
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CHAP.    IX. 
UPPER     EGYPt. 

•  t 

Thebes — ISite  and  antiquities — Painted  caverns — Their  difcwery 
and  plan  —Manners  of  the  people  at  Thehes^—Ifna — Fugitive 
Beys — Antiquities  — Rain — AJfuan  or  Syene—Obfiacles  to  far^ 
tber  progrefs — Return  to  Ghenni. 

X  FOUND  the  inhabitants  of  the  Thebaic  diftrid  had  been  re- 
cently in  open  rebellion  againft  the  Mamluks,  but  they  were 
now  fomewhat  more  quiet.  The  Troglodytes  of  the  caverns  re- 
msdned  tumultuous^  and  fometimes  oppofed  the  troops  of  the 
Bey,  by  firing  from  their  recefTes ;  at  other  times  they  would 
retreat  to  the  mountains,  and  leave  all  purfuit  behind. 

The  maily  and  magnificent  forms  of  the  ruins  that  remain 
of  antient  Thebes,  the  capital  of  Egypt,  the  city  of  Jove,  the 
city  with  a  hundred  gates,  muft  infpire  every  intelligent  fpec- 
tator  with  awe  and  admiration.  Diffufed  on  both  fides  of  the 
Nile,  their  extent  confirms  the  claflical  obfervations,  and  Ho- 
mer's animated  defcription  rufhes  into  the  memory  : 


cc 


Egyptian  Thebes,  in  whofe  palaces  vaft  wealth  is  doted}  fi*om 
^<  each  of  whofe  hundred  gates  iiTue  two  hundred  warriors,  with  their 
"  horfes  and  chariots." 

Thefe 
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TheSt  yenerable  ruins,  probably  the  moft  andent  \n  the  world, 
tstend  &)r  about  three  leagues  in  length  along  the  Nile.  Eaft 
and  Weft  they  reach  to  the  mountains,  a  breadth  of  about  two 
leagues  and  a  half.  The  river  is  here  about  three  hundred 
yards  broad*  ^Hie  circumference  of  the  antient  cky  muft  there* 
fore  have  been  about  twenty-feven  miles* 

In  failing  up  the  Nile,  the  firft  lills^e  you  come  to  wkhinthe 
precindls  is  Kourna^  on  the  Weft,  where  there  are  few  houfes, 
tlie  people  li«riiig  moftly  In  the  caverns.  Next  is.  Abuhadjadjy 
a  village,  and  Karnai^  «  finall  dtftfid,  bodi  on  tixe  Eaft.  Far 
the  largeft  portion  of  the  city  ftood  on  the  Eaftem  fide  of  the 
river.  On  the  South-weft  Medinet-Abu  marfcs  the  extremity  of 
the  ruins ;  for  Arment,  which  is  about  two  leagues  to  the  South, 
cannot  be  confidered  as  a  part* 

Modem  afsdiors  have  fiyled  the  fite  of '*I%ebes  Luxor ^  a  name 
^v%ich  is  not  in  my  joitraal  taken  on  liie  fpot,  nor  does  my 
memory  retain  a  trace  of  fuch  an  ajf^efHalfton,  not  to  mention 
thafthe  word  is  not  Arabic.  Some  write  Akfor^  which  convinces 
me  &at  botfti  are  eormptions  of  El  KuJJur^  the  Teal  term,  which 
is  fiiQ  applied  to  the  ruins  by  the  Arabs.  Norden  is  very  im« 
perfed:  in  Ins  Arabic  names,  as  well  as  his  topography. 

In  defcribing  the  ruins,  we  (hall  begin  with  the  moft  confi- 
^teraT>le,  which  are  on  the  Eaft  df  the  Nile.  The  chief  is  the 
Crreat  Temple,  an  oblong  fquare  building  of  vaft  extent,  with  a 
iloable  cdlonnade,  one  at  each  extremity^    The  maffy  cdumna 

and 
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and  walls  are  covered  with  hieroglyphics,  a  labour  truly  ftu- 
pendous.  i.  The  Great  Temple  Hands  in  the  diftriA  called 
Karnac. 

2.  Next  in  importance  is  the  temple  at  Ahu^Hadjadj. 

3.  Numerous  ruins,  avenues  marked  with  remains  of  Sphinxes, 
&c#     On  the  Weft  fide  of  the  Nile  appear, 

1.  Two  coloflal  figures,  apparently  of  a  man  and  woman, 
formed  of  a  calcareous  ftone  like  the  reft  of  the  ruins. 

2.  Remains  of  a  large  temple,  with  caverns  excavated  in  the 
rock. 

3*  The  magnificent  edifice  ftyled  the  palace  ofMemnon.  Some 
of  the  columns  are  about  forty  feet  high,  and  about  nine  and  a 
half  in  diameter.  The  columns  and  walls  are  covered  with 
hieroglyphics.     This  ftiands  at  Kourna. 

4.  Behind  the  palace  is  the  paflfage^  ftyled  Biban-el-Moluk, 
leading  up  the  mountain.  At  the  extremity  of  this  paftage,  in 
the  fides  of  the  rock,  are  the  celebrated  caverns  known  as  the 
fepulchres  of  the  antient  kings. 

Several  of  thefe  fepulchres  have  been  defcribed  by  Pococke  with 
fufficient  minutenefs  ;  he  has  even  given  plans  of  them.  But 
in  converfation  with  perfons  at  Aifiut  and  in  other  parts  of 

Egypt, 


% 
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Egypt,  I  was  always  informed  that  they  had  not  been  difco* 
vered  till  within  the  laft  thirty  years,  when  a  fon  of  Shech  Ha- 
mdmy  a  very  powerful  chief  of  the  Arabs,  who  governed  all  the 
South  of  Egypt  from  Achmim  to  Nubia,  caufed  four  of  them 
to  be  opened,  in  expedlation  of  finding  treafure. 

They  had  probably  been  rifled  in  very  antient  times ;  but 
how  the  memory  of  them  fhould  have  been  loft  remains  to  be 
explained.  One  of  thofe  which  I  vifited  exaftly  anfwers  Dr. 
Pococke's  defcription  ;  but  the  other  three  appear  materially 
different  from  any  of  his  plans.  It  is  therefore  poflible  that 
fome  of  thofe  which  he  faw  have  been  gradually  clofed  up 
by  the  fand,  and  that  the  fon  of  Ham&m  had  difcovered 
others. 

They  are  cut  into  the  free-ftone  rock,  in  appearance  upon  one 
general  plan,  though  diflfering  in  parts.  Firft,  a  paflage  of  fome 
length ;  then  a  chamber ;  a  continuation  of  the  firft  paflfage 
turns  abruptly  to  the  right,  where  is  the  large  fepulchral  cham* 
ber,  with  a  farcophagus  of  red  granite  in  the  midft. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  the  pafTage  of  the  largeft  are  feveral 
cells  or  recefles  on  both  fides.  In  thefe  appear  the  chief  paint- 
ings, feprefenting  the  myfteries,  which,  as  well  as  the  hierogly- 
phics covering  all  the  walls,  are  very  frefh.  I  particularly  ob- 
ferved  the  two  harpers  defcribed  by  Bruce ;  but  his  engraved 
figures  feem  to  be  from  memory.  The  French  merchants  at 
Kahira  informed  me  that  he  brought  with  him  two  Italian 

T  artifls ; 
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artifts  i  one  was  Luigi  Balugani^  a  Bolognefe,  the  other  Zucct, 
a  Florentine. 

On  landing  with  my  Greek  fervant  at  Kourna^  no  male  inha- 
bitants appeared,  but  two  or  three  women  were  (landing  at  the 
entrance  of  one  of  their  dens.  As  we  pafled  in  queft  of  the 
Shech-el-belad,  to  requeft  a  guide,  one  of  the  women  faid  in 
Arabic,  "  Are  not  you  afraid  of  crocodiles  ?"  I  replied  in  the 
negative.  She  faid  emphatically,  "  We  are  crocodiles  ;**  and 
proceeded  to  depid:  her  own  people  as  thieves  and  murderers. 
They  are  indeed  a  ferocious  clan,  differing  in  pcrfon  from  otha: 
Egyptians.  Spears  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  in  length  are  fudden 
and  deadly  weapons  in  their  hands.  At  Kahira,  Mohammed 
Bey  Elfi  had  told  me  I  fhould  here  need  a  guard  of  twenty 
men,  but  I  found  two  guides  afligned  me  by  the  Shech-el-belad 
fufficient. 

In  the  temple  at  Medinet  Abu  we  obferved  a  large  quantity  of 
blood,  and  were  told  by  the  peafants  of  Beirat  that  the  Kour- 
nefe  had  there  murdered  a  Muggrebin  and  a  Greek,  travellers 
pafling  from  Afltian  to  Kahira,  who  had  ftrayed  thither  from 
mere  curiofity,  or  perhaps  with  a  view  of  finding  treafure,  in 
which  the  Muggrebins  pretend  to  fuperior  fkill. 

At  the  village  called  Beirat  is  a  native  fpring;  and  fome  others, 
I  was  told,  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  water  of  which 
is  different  from  that  of  the  Nile,  yet  fweet. 

WaUed 
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Walled  towns,  it  has  been  obferved  by  Pococke,  were  not 
common  in  Egypt,  and  therefore,  he  adds,  it  is  probable  that 
Thebes  was  never  furrounded  by  a  wall. — That  the  paflage  in 
Homer  refers  not  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  muft  readily  be  ad- 
mitted. But  it  appears  to  me  likely  that  Thebes  was  walled, 
from  fome  feint  remains,  which  are  even  to  this  day  vifible.  In 
the  precinds  of  the  vaft  temple  at  Akfor,  or  EI-Kuflur,  is  difco* 
verable  a  fmall  chamber,  lined  either  with  red  granite  or  with 
porphyry,  on  afcending  to  the  roof  of  which  from  without,  and 
directing  the  eye  to  the  Southward  in  a  ftraight  line,  as  far  as  it 
can  reach,  an  infulated  mafs  is  feen,  which  has  the  appearance 
of  having  been  a  gate.  With  a  telefcope,  from  the  fame  fpot, 
are  vifible  other  ftill  more  imperfect  remains,  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  in  the  diredions  Weft  and  North.  From  their  fitua- 
tion,  precifely  oppofed  to  each  other,  and  at  the  three  cardinal 
points,  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  rather  than  from  any  ftronger  cir- 
cumftance,  I  was  inclined  to  believe  that  thefe  may  have  been 
three  gates. — ^That  to  the  Weft  is  very  near  the  mountains  on 
that  fide. 

After  pailing  three  days  in  and  about  antlent  Thebes,  we  ad« 
vanced  on  the  26th  OGt.  1 792  on  our  voyage  up  the  Nile. 

27th  0€t.  Came  to  Ifna,  a  large  town,  the  refidence  of  the 
fugitive  Beys.  Here  is  alfo  found  a  temple  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofc  of  Thebes,  inferior  in  fize,  but  tolerably  well  pre- 
ferved. 

ft 
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The  Beys  now  refident  here,  are,  Hajfan  el  Gtddawt^  Acbmet 
el  Udiy  Ofman  Bey  Hajfan^  and  another,  whofe  name  I  did  not 
learn.  They  are  very  poor  and  dejeded,  in  confequence  of 
their  long  excluHon  from  the  government*  HafTan  Bey  has 
about  thirty  Mamluks  with  him ;  the  reft  only  eight  or  ten 
each.  Their  whole  revenues  are  drawn  from  the  country  near 
Ifna  and  AfTuan,  which  is  but  unproductive.  PalTed  one  night 
at  Ifna,  and  thence  proceeded  towards  Edfu. 

The  people  here  have  a  fuperftition  concerning  crocodiles 
fimilar  to  that  entertained  in  the  Weft  Indies  j  they  fay  there  is 
a  king  of  them,  who  reiides  near  Ifna,  and  who  has  ears,  but 
no  tail ;  and  he  pofTefTes  an  uncommon  regal  quality,  that  of 
doing  no  harm  ("  the  king  can  do  no  wrong").  Some  are 
bold  enough  to  aflert  that  they  have  feen  him. 

28th  0£t.  Near  a  village  called  Hillal,  obferved  reliques  of 
ah  antient  town ;  part  of  two  fmall  Egyptian  temples,  and  a 
ftatue  of  lefs  than  the  human  fize,  in  a  kneeling  pofture,  but 
broken  off  above  the  knees ;  the  feet  and  legs  remaining  entire. 
The  place  has  been  furrounded  by  a  thick  wall  of  unbumed 
brick,  but  of  what  date  it  is  now  impoflible  to  determine. 

The  following  day,  a  little  fhower  fell  in  the  morning ;  the 
only  inftance  I  met  with  of  rain  in  Upper  Egypt.  Arrived 
at  Edfu,  and  infpeded  a  gate  or  portico,  and  a  fmall  Egyptian 
temple  adjoining. 

30th. 
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50th.  Paired  by  Gebd^el-Silfilij  the  chained  mountain, 
where,  in  antient  times,  a  chain  was  paflfed  acrofs  the  Nile* 
Here  are  fome  fculp tares  in  the  rock,  which  is  of  hard  free-* 
ftoile,  not  of  granite,  as  Norden  mentions  by  miftake. 

Same  day  fouled  by  K^-Ombu^  literally  the  heap  or  ruins  of 
Ombos.  Saw  there  the  temple  defcribed  by  the  traveller  juft 
mentioned. 

On  the  following  day  arrived  at  AJfu&n^  the  antient  Syene» 
The  remsdns  of  antiquity  are  here  few,  and  fome  feem  rather 
of  Roman  than  Egyptian  fabric.  Even  the  modem  town  is 
almoft  in  ruins,  and  contains  very  few  houfes  and  inhabitants  \ 
it  is  chiefly  fupported  by  a  fmall  duty  upon  dates,  palling  from 
Ibrim  to  Kahira.  Near  Afluan  may  be  ftill  feen  the  tombs  of 
the  Mamluks  who  fled  from  Selim  on  his  invafion  of  Egypt. 
They  are  now  very  ruinous. 

Some  remains  of  antiquity  are  yet  vifible  in  the  ifle  oppo- 
fite  Syene,  antiently  called  Elephantine  *.  The  Arabs  ufe  one 
as  an  inclofure  for  cattle.  A  ftatue  of  granite  alfo  appears, 
holding  a  lituus  in  each  hand.  It  is  remarkable  diat  many  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  have  the  negro  counte-- 
nance,  hair,  and  perfon. 

About  three  hours  walk  from  Afluan  is  the  cataraSy  in 
Ar.  Sbclaly  more  properly  rapidesy  being  merely  an  eafy  defcent 

^  Now  GezireP^S'Sagj  Clauftra  Imperii  Romani.    Tag. 

of 
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of  the  river  among  numerous  ifles  and  rocks  of  granite,  which 
obftruift  the  current.  Far  from  deafening  the  fpedator,  the 
iioife  is  hardly  audible. 

* 

Near  the  cataract  I  obferved  fome  black  rocks ;  but  whether 
of  bafaltes,  or  any  other  fubftance,  the  diftance  prevented  me 
from  diftinguiftiing.  It  is  well  known  that  many  of  the  antient 
ftatues  and  engraved  ftones  found  in  Egypt  are  of  that  mate* 
rial,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  been  drawn  from  Abyflinia.  I 
obferved  no  quarries  of  bafaltes  either  in  Egypt  or  the  other 
parts  of  Africa  which  I  vifited. 

At  Affflan  I  remained  three  days,  contriving,  if  poflible, 
to  purfue  my  route  up  the  Nile.  But  a  war  having  arifen 
between  the  Mamluks  of  Upper  Egypt  and  the  Cafhef  of 
Ibrim,  no  one  was  fuffered  to  pafs  from  Egypt  to  Nubia. 
The  caravans  had  all  been  ftopped  for  many  months,  and  not 

m 

even  a  camel  could  be  procured.  At  Kahira  I  could  attain 
no  previous  knowlege  of  this  war  having  originated  with  the 
fugitive  Beys. 

With  deep  regret  for  the  difappointment  in  my  eameft 
wifli  of  proceeding  to  Abyflinia  by  this  route,  I  was  con- 
ftrained  to  abandon  all  hope  for  that  feafon,  and  to  think  of 
returning. 

Left  Afluan  the  4th  of  November  1792,  and  proceeding  ra- 
pidly down  the  Nile,  arrived  at  Ghenn6  on  the  yth. 
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C  H  A  P.     X. 

JOURNEY  TO  COSSIR  ON  THE  RED  SEA. 

Inducements  and  danger — Route — Account  of  Cofsir — Commerce — 
Return  by  another  route — Granite  rocks  and  antient  road — 
Marble  quarries — Pretended  canal — Earthen  ware  ofGbenne 
— Murder  of  two  Greeks^  and fubfequent  report  of  the  writer^ 
death. 
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-/\rriving  on  my  return  at  Ghenne  (kxb),  I  could  not  refift 
the  impulfe  of  curiofity  excited  by  the  late  defcriptions  of  cu- 
rious marbles,  &c.  which  had  been  found  in  that  route.  It  was 
not  difficult  to  find  the  means  of  pafling,  though  the  Bedouins 
then  infefted  the  road  ^  but  I  determined  to  take  nothing  that 
could  be  of  importance  to  lofe,  not  intending  to  day  long  at 
Cofsir.  For  which  indeed  there  was  another  motive — An 
Engliih  vefTel,  commanded,  as  was  faid,  by  a  Captain  Mitchell, 
having  three  or  four  years  before  moored  there,  a  quarrel  had 
arifen  between  them  and  the  natives  about  a  fupply  of  water, 
which  is  a  commodity  furnifhed  at  Cofsir  not  without  extreme 
difficulty.  From  a  violent  contention  blows  enfued,  and  the 
Captain  thought  himfelf  juftified  in  firing  on  the  town ;  in  con- 
fequence  feveral  individuals  were  killed,  it  is  faid  there  that 
they  amounted  to  fourteen,  and  much  damage  done.  The  na^ 
lives  were  exceedingly  exafperated,  and  fwore  to  facrifice  the 

firft 
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firft  Englifhman  that  (hould  fall  into  their  hands.  I  however 
conceived  it  pofTible  to  pafs  undifcovered ;  and  fo  in  faA  it  hap- 
pened. Having  agreed  with  an  Arab  for  two  dromedaries  and 
a  man,  alfo  mounted  on  a  dromedary,  for  all  which  I  was  to 
pay  fifteen  mahbubs,  I  left  Ghenae  at  one  in  the  morning  of 
8th  November  1792,  and  travelling  diligently,  arrived  at  Cofsir 
on  the  nth  before  fun-rife.  We  took  the  moft  northern  route, 
which  is  not  that  apparently  which  Bruce  travelled,  (and  which 
feems  to  be  the  longeft  by  two  or  three  hours,)  as  being  the 
leaft  frequented  by  robbers.  Our  courfe  on  the  firft  day  occu- 
pied twelve  hours,  the  fecond  fifteen,  and  the  third  thirteen 
hours ;  in  all  about  forty  hours.  The  principal  inhabitants  of 
Cofsir  came  fucceffively  to  compliment  us  on  our  arrival.  They 
all  fcanned  me  with  an  eye  of  fufpicion,  and  the  more  fo  as  I 
could  not  yet  fpeak  the  Arabic  fluently.  But  none  fo  much  as 
an  old  Sherif,  a  confiderable  man  in  the  place,  who  having  tra- 
velled to  Mecca,  Conftantinople,  Bakdad,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Turkifh  empire,  had  become  acquainted  with  the  various  orders 
of  men,  and  acquired  an  intuitive  difcrimination  of  charader 
which  very  few  in  that  country  poflefs.  After  the  common  fa- 
lutations  had  pafled,  "  Are  you  not  a  Frank  ?"  faid  he. — ^**  No," 
replied  L—"  But  of  Frank  origin  ?"— «  No,"  faid  I,  «  I  am 
a  Georgian  by  birth,  but  have  paffed  fo  (hort  a  time  in  Con- 
ftantinople, that  I  believe  I  cannot  fpeak  Turkifh  much  better 
than  I  do  Arabic ;"  (for  I  knew  he  fpoke  a  little,  and  was  be- 
ginning to  addrefs  me  in  that  language.)  My  fervant  then 
joined  the  converfation,  and  I  efcaped  difcovery.  The  drefs, 
and  apparently  the  language  of  the  people  of  Cofsir,  approach 
more  to  thofe  of  the  Eaftern  fhore  of  the  Arabian  gulph,  than 

to 
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to  thofc  of  ihie  Egyptians.  They  aiB'  smned  With  the  yaabia^ 
at  jCFddked  t  loiife,  often  not  lefa  than  a  yard  long,  and  commohly 
a.laoce.  Indd^  they  altogether  appear  x^vt  fettlcrs  froQi 
the  pppoflte  fhor^  than '  native  Egyptians.  The;  commerce  i^ 
coffee  here  is  not  inconfiderable.  Formerly  all  Upper  Egypt 
was  fupplied  with  coffee  by  way  of  Suez  and  Kahira,  but  the 
Beys  ha^^jing  laid  a  ycr^  heavy  duly  on  that  commodityy  fhe 
inhabitants  I)egan  to  import  from  Co^-  fof  themfelv^Si  whence 
they  are  now  fupplied  with  the  be(l.  coffee,  and  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  from  Suez.  The  town  i&  provided  with  excellent  fifh, 
and  pepper  and  other  fpiees  are  brought  there  free  of  duty* 
Some  Abyffin|an  flaves,  tranfport^d  from  Jidda,  are  landed  there 
and  carried  to  Kahira,  but  in  very  fmall  number.  While  I  was 
there,  a  beautiful  girl,  of  about  fifteen,  was  fold  for  an  hundred 
mahbi^bs,  or  about  30I.  fterling.  Tiere  is  no  plenty  of  provi-^ 
iions.at  Cofsir,  there  being  no  cultivable  Jand  near  the  town. 
Even  the  butter  they  ufe  there  is  brought  from  Arabia.  The; 
only  good  water  they  have  is  fupplied  by  the  Bedouins  from 
Terfowi,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  three  hours.  If  any  quar- 
cel  enfue  with  them  about  the  price,,  the  town  is  compelled  to 
ufe  brackifh  water.  We  paid  twenty-^five  medines  for.thie. 
ginrblf  of  frefh  water.  I  obferved  but  two  veiTels  lying  in  the 
road,  and  thefe  were  lately  arrived  from  Jidda.     The  houfes  in 

Cofsir  are  buik  of  clay,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  fettled 
there  is  very  fmall,  though  the  flrangers,  who  are  continually  ' 
pafling  and  repaffing,  augment  them  prodigioufly.  I  could 
obferve  no  remain  of  antiquity  within  the  limits  of  Cofsir,  and 
it  was  not  then  pofCble  to  flray  to  a  diflance  from  it.  Finding 
the  refentment  of  the  people  as  ftrong  as  ever  againfl   the 

u  Franks, 
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Franks,  in  confequence  ai  what  had  happened  between  them 

V 

and  the  Engliih  veflel4n  17S6,  I  thought  it  moft  advifable  to 
faaften  my  departure,  though  otherwise  inclined  to  -have  mad6 
fome  excurubhs  by  lea,  as  to  the  emerfald  mine,  maadden  ezs&um-^ 

•  _  •     •  • 

13th  Nov.  at  71  hours  A.  M^  we  left  Gofsir^  and  pi?oceeding 
by  the  ftrak  rbad^  apparently  that  which  Brtice  travelled,  on 
the  15th,  about  five  Pi  M,  arrived  at  the  village  called  BJt^Aita- 
bar,  having  met  a  caravan  coming  from  Ghenn^  the  Tecond  day 
on  the  road.  The  morning  of  the  i6th  at  fun-rife  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Ghenne,  which  is  diftant-  about  three  hours,  having 
flept-at  Bif-Ambar  in  the  houfe  of  a  villager,  who  was  very 
civil  and  hofpitable.  There  was  an  officer  at  Cofsir,  who  be- 
longed to  the  Cafhef  of  Kenne,  but  he  feemed  to*  have  very 
little  authority  with  the  people,  being  there  only  to  collet  the 
cuftbms. 

The  road  we  travelled  in  going  to  Cofsir,  as  well  as  that  we 
took  in .  returning,  have  both  fomething  in  them  very  remark* 
able. :  The  rou^  and  lofty  rocks  of  granite,  and  porphyry  with 
which  it  is  ion  all  .fides  environed  have  a  .magnificent  and  ter- 
rific appearance  ;  and  the  road  between  them,  which  is  almoft 
level  throughout,  gives  the  idea  of  immeufq  labour  in  cutting 
it.  All  thefe  circumftances  concur  in  teflifying  the  importance  . 
Cofsir  mufl;  once  have  had  as  a  port.  In  the  route  we.  took  in: 
going,  at  certain  diflanees  on  the  higheft  rocks  is  obfervable  a. 
fucceffion  of  fmall  ftrudtures,  formed  with  uncemeQted  fto^si; 
and  vyhich,  by  the  marks  of  fire  within  them,  feem  to  have 

ferved 


m 

fprveda^  iighfihi"  <Thefe  are  numerous,  but  they  are-  too  rude 
10  lenabk:  ode  »  fik'  any  time  ft*  thrtr  ereSion.  They  appear 
ta>Qme  tb"b4  p^tltty  antlfent.  The^red  graftife  is  in  vaft  quantii 
tiesv-and  the  chain  of  rockd  cohfii^mg  of  that  fubftance  appears 
M  iswend  dtfeif  ik  a  "Ndflh'  and  Soiith '  direaion*  Huge  rocks  bf 
porphyry,  both  red  and  green,  are  diftin«iilhable,  and,  as  ap 
pears^'more  of  lit-in  thcToad-wiel  Atirfued  in  goiiig,  than  in  that 
by  which  we  returned^  *  1  bbferved  vftins  of  alabafter  in  both^ 
biit  particularly  in  returning.  The  verde  anttco  it  was  long 
before  t  could  difcbver;  at  length  I  fbund  it,  in  returning,  by 
the  figns  Bruce  had  deferibed. '  In  fhort,  this  route  unfolds  a 
treaftire  of  >marbles  that  aftoniihes  the  beholder,  and  demons 
ftrat^d,  fhaf  on  any  future  occafioa  the  quarries  may  be  again 
wvougbt,  alkd  modefh  architedlure  equal  that  of  the  bed  ages 
6f  Greece  or  Rome  as  to  richnefs  and  durability  of  ornament, 
if  ever  it  fhall  in  juftnefs  of  proportion,  Amplicity  of  tafte,  or 
unity  of  parts  in  one  fublime  whole,  which  indeed  feems  fuffi- 
csently  probkmaticaL 


,T.. 


immenfe  excavations  in  thefe  rocks,  which  greatly  con- 
tribute in  many  places  to  facilitate  the  road,  are  abundantly 
iiifficient  to'  fiippl^  any  quantity  of  the(e  marbles  that  is  any 
where  known  to  exift.  And  it  was  more  convenient  to  bring 
them  thence,  than  from  any  other  part  of  Egypt,  to  the  Southward, 
or  by  a  long  land  carriage  from  Arabia  Petrsea  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Mount  Sinai :  yet,  as  the  ftone^  Were  to  be  car- 
ried  fdme  Way  by  land,  perhaps  a  day*s  journey  at  leaft,  it  was 
neceflary  to  have  a  road  more  level  and  eafy,  than  could  have 
been  required  for  the  pafiage  of  lefs  ponderous  and  cumbrous 
'«        -  u  2  matciials. 
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materials.  Whether  obfervation  of  the  fad,  without  refleding 
enough  on  the  probable  canfe,  might  have  given  rife  to  the  re** 
port  refpedting  a  canal  communicating  in  this  quarts  betwieen 
the  Nile  and  the  Arabian  gulf,  or  whether  it  was  the  efied  of 
mifunderftanding  the  antient  writers  on  the  fubjedt,  is  uniiOii 
portant ;  fuch  an  idea  has  prevailed,  and  it  is  countenanced  by 
fome  intelligent  authors*  la  frequenting  the  places,  and  not 
wholly  unimprefTed  by  tkis  thought,  I  have  never  yet  been  able; 
to  perfuade  myfelf  that  fuch  a  canal  had  exifled,  or  could  have 
been  formed.  There  are  no  marks,  in  either  of  the  roads  I  paffed, 
of  water  having  ever  flowed  ihere^  and  the  level  of  the  road, 
after  leaving  the  river,  is  much  higher  than  that  of  the  rivet 
itfelf.  But  the  level  of  the  river  is  qertainly  not  lo^er^than  in 
former  ages,  and  the  water,  if  ever  it  flowed  thetc^  mufl:  have 
flowed  from  the  Nile  to  the  fea,  and  not  from  the  fea  to  the 
Nile. — The  conclufion  is  obvious. 

The  coloquintida,  ccclocynth,  abounds  near  Birambar^  and 
between  it  and  Ghenne.  The  natives  fcarcely  think  it  worth 
gathering,  fo  low  is  the  price  in  Kahira.  At  Ghenn^  is  a  ma- 
nufadory  of  thQ  beft  bardaks^  kuUe^  earthen  bottles,  and 
jugs  for  water.  They  are  made  of  a  fine  blue  or  bluifli  white 
clay;  very  thin  and  light,  not  too  much  baked,  of  a  pretty 
fhape  and  convenient  fize.  Something  of  the  fame  kind  is  made 
in  other  places,  but  none  fo  much  efteemed  as  thofe  of  Gheunet 
The  fabric  is  in  few  ha^ds,  but  great  numbers  are  made.  T£ey 
fell  for  double  the  price  ?it  Kahira  which,  they  fetch: ihcre. 
Large  jars  are  alfo  conftruded,  which  are  called  bamdm^  or  bath. 
Thcfe  too  are  very  elegantly  formed,  and  both  by  filtration 

purify 
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puiify  and  cool  the  water,  in  a  greater  degree  than  might  be 
imagined.  The  people  of  the  country  however  drink  the 
water  that  remains  within,  not  that  which  has  pafled  through 
the  jar  or  bottle. 

On  going  to  Cofsir,  I  had  fent  my  baggage  forward  to  Affiut. 
Nothing  remained  therefore  but  to  find  a  fmall  boat,  on  my 
return  to  Ghenne,  in  which  to  be  conveyed  to  Affiut.  This 
offered  itfelf  on  the  fecond  day,  and  two  Derwifhes  were  my 
companions  in  that  journey,  one  of  them  a  very  intelligent 
man.  We  ftopped  at  all  the  principal  towns,  but  without  any 
new  occurrence,  and  reached  Affiut  on  the  ^ift. 

I  remained  in  that  <:ity  dll  the  30th,  when  we  fet  fail  for 
Kahira,  or  rather  truiled  ourfelves  to  the  current,  the  wind 
blowing  conilantly  from  North-weft.  I  ftopped  a  night  at 
Benefbef,  intending  to  have  pafled  thence  to  Feiume :  but 
finding  it  not  eafy  to  meet  with  a  conveyance,  declined  that 
journey,  and  arrived  in  Kahira  on  the  8  th  of  December. 

The  wind,  which  was  high  during  our  excurfion  to  Cofsir, 
and  afterwards  on  the  Nile,  contained  fuch  penetrating  cold, 
that,  on  coming  to  Affiut,  I  found  myfelf  afFeded  ftrongly  with 
a  fever.     A  large  dofe  'of  James's  powder  however  removed  it. 

A  fhort  time  before  my  arrival  at  Ghenne,  two  Greeks,  who 
were  going  to  feek  their  fortune,  as  they  reported,  in  Habbefti, 
^ame  to  Kous.  The  one  had  a  fmall  fupply  of  money,  of 
^hich  the  other  was  deftitute — Words  arofc  between  them,  and 

fome 
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ibme  good  friend  advifed  them  to  have  recourfe  to  'the  Calkef 
of  the  pliace  to  fettle  their  difference^  This  officer,  who  was  a 
young  iiian,  and  noted  for  the  violence  of  his  chara£ker,  heard 
their  refpedive  narratives,  and  then,  finding  that  money  was 
the  caufe  of  their  difagreement,  terminated  the  hopes  of  the 
on6,  and  the  fears  of  the  other,  by  an  order  for  the  inftant 
death  of  both. 

The  report,  in  reaching  Kahira,  was  charged  with  various 
circumilances  of  aggravation,  and  even  the  perfons'of  the  fijf- 
ferers  were  changed.  It  was  there  faid,  that  the  Frank  who 
was  in  Said  was  one  of  the  two  mafiacred,  and  the  Ga(hers 
mafter  was  among  the  number  of  thofe  who  had  been  deceived. 
iCeid  Aga^  in  whofe  department  Kous  was  fitiiated,  fent  word  of 
this  event,,  accompanied  with  a  fuhahle  comment,  and/as  was 
iaid,  ah'  offer  of  any  reafonable  reparation,  to  the  Auftrian  Con« 
ful;  the  only  one  refident  in  Kahira.  '  The  latter  had  forwarded 
it  to  the  Britifh  Ck)nful  at  Alexandria,  when  I  arrived  at  Kahira 
in  time  perfonally  to  contradid  it.  The  death  of  the  two 
Greeks,  it  was  (aid,  remained  unnoticed. 
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CHAP.     XI. 


OCCURRENCES  AT  KAHIRA. 


Arrival  of  the  Pajba — Death  of  Hqffan  Bey — Decline  of  the 
French  fadlory  in  Kabira — Expul/ion  of  the  Maronite  Chriji-^ 
ians  from  the  Cu/iom^houfe'^'Riot  among  the  Galiongis'^-Ob" 
JlruSion  of  the  canal  of  Menuf— Supply  ofjijb  in  the  pools  of 
Kahira — Expedition  of  Achmet  Aga^  &fr. 

Wn  the  13th  Odober  1796,  the  newly-appointed  Paflia  made 
his  entrance  into  the  city,  in  a  manner  more  public  than  has 
been  ufual  for  fome  years«  His  name  is  Beldr :  he  is  a  Paflia 
of  three  tok  or  tails,  and  was  formerly  Grand  Wizlr.  The 
proceflion  confifled  of,  firft,  the  great  officers  of  the  city,  and 
among  them  the  Janizary  2^,  then  fome  boftangxs,  two  and 
two.  Several  of  the  Beys,  fuperbly  mounted,  two  and  two, 
preceded  and  followed  by  a  body  of  Mamluks.  Twelve  fine 
led  horfes,  richly  capartfoned.  The  band  of  mufic  belonging 
to  the  Pafha.  The  tails,  the  officers  and  fervants  of  his  houfe- 
hold  ;  and  laflly,  the  Pafha  himfelf. 

Neither  Ibrahim  nor  Murad  Bey  was  prefent.  They  both 
afterwards  made  their  vifit  of  ceremony,  when,  as  ufual,  no- 
thing remarkable  pafled.     After  a  convenient  interval,  Bekir 

Pafha 
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Palha  fent  to  the  Sbecb-el-Belad  and  Dejierddr^  defiring  them  ta 
meet  him  to  confider  of  providing  the  ufual  Ghafne  for  Con- 
ftantinople,  which  he  faid  for  fome  time  had  been  greatly  in 
arrean  The  former  replied,  that  all  which  related  to  the  public 
revenue  was  under  the  management  of  his  brother  Murad;. 
and  that  he  (Ibrahim)  only  concerned  himfelf  with  the  city, 
and  its  internal  government.  Tlie  latter  gave  for  anfwer,  that 
he  had  long  fmce  turned  his  attention  from  public  affairs  to 
his  perfonal  eafe  and  fecurity ;  that  he  was  now  poor,  and  be- 
come a  farmer,  cultivating  wheat  and  beans.  He  contented 
himfelf  with  referring  the  Pafha  to  the  younger  Beys^  who,  he 
faid,  fliared  between  them  all  the  public  authority.  The  next 
meflage  was  direAed  to  Mohammed  Bey  Elfi,  Ibrahim  Bey  el 
Sogheir,  and  other  of  the  younger  Senjiaks.  They  replied,  that 
if  the  Palha  fought  for  money,  all  their  treafures  were  buried 

ill  Kara^meiddn'^^  and  he  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  meet 

_  I 

them  there,  to  become  poflrefled  of  a  part  of  them» 

The  Mamluks  commonly  exercife  on  Monday  and  Friday 
in  each  week,  at  a  place  called  Muftab^,  between  Kahira  and 
Mifr-el-attikc.  Here  they  fhoot  at  a  mark,  and  throw  the 
jerid.  The  Beys  are  often  fpedtators,  and  fometimes  adlors.  It 
was  on  one  of  thefe  occafions  that  Hafian  Bey,  who  had 
been  formerly  a  flave  of  Ibrahim  Sbech-el-Belad^  and  in  whom 
the  latter  placed  much  confidence,  being  prefent,  a  mamluk  of 
his  train,  having  attempted  to  difcharge  his  fufil,  which  miffed 

*  A  place  where  the  troops  are  exercifed,  and  rencontres  between  oppoGng 
parties  frequently  have  had  place. 

fire, 
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lire,  threw  it  oh  his  fhoulder,  and  rode  off,  to  make  way  iat 
others.  la  paffing  the  Bey,  the  powder,  which  was  damp, 
having  taken  fire,  the  piece  went  off,  and  lodged  the  contents 
in  the  breaft  of  the  Bey.  He  fell,  and  immediately  expired. 
The  Have  fled,  but  it  was  not  fuppofed  any  notice  would  be 
taken  of  what  was  merely  accidental,  however  unfortunate.  To 
fill  up  the  number,  Murzuk,  fon  of  Ibrahim  Bey,  was  promoted 
by  his  father's  intered. 

_   '  ...  ^^ 

Even  as  far  back  as  the  period  of  my  arrival  in  Egypt,  the 

French  nation  complained  laudly  of  the  treatment  it  received. 

from  the  Beys.     Forty  or  fifty  days  fcarcely  elapfed  without 

fome  new  demand  for  money,  which  it  was  underilood  was 

never  likely  to  be  repaid.     Add  to  this,  their  commerce  was 

daily  decreafing,  and  no  fixed  tirif  had  they  been  able  to  efta« 

blifli  with  the  farmer  of  the  cuftoms,  for  the  reception  of  their 

goods. 

When  the  war  commenced,  a  conful  was  newly  arrived  at 
Alexandria,  and  he  came  to  Kahira  ;  but  it  was  to  little  pur« 
pofe  that  he  fixed  himfelf  there  for  the  protection  of  trade, 
when  the  thoughts  of  the  French  government  were  engroffed 
by  other  objeds,  and  they  could  neither  fupport  nor  fupply 
their  fadories. 

Affairs  continued  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  till  this  time,  Nov. 
1796,  when  the  Conful,  Magallon^  has  obtained  leave  from  his 
government  to  quit  Kahira,  and  to  refide  entirely  at  Alexandria, 

X  which 
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which  is  obvioufly  a  place  of  greater  fecurky,  and  more  prompt 
efcape,  if  they  have  any  (hipping  in  the  port.  The  mer^. 
chants  muft  indeed  divide  their  profits  vtrith  their  agents  in  Ka-* 
hira,  but  in  all  other  refpeds  have  ameliorated  their  condition. 
At  this  time  there  remain  only  three  French  commercial 
houfes  in  Kahira,  and  a  phyfician.  The  remainder  of  the 
nation  is  at  Alexandriai  to  the  amount  perhaps  of  ten  or  twelve 
families. 

Nov.  1 796.  A  change  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  cuftom- 
boufe  here,  and  at  Alexandria  and  Damiatt,  with  which  the 
Chriftians  are  much  difpleafed.  The  duties  for  many  years 
had  been  farmed  to  Jews,  whofe  gains  and  fufierings  were 
both  in  the  extreme.  During  the  lafl:  twenty  years  they  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  Damafcene  or  other  Syrian  Chriftians^ 
whofe  numbers  and  wealth  have  in  that  period  increafed. 
Their  mutual  jealoufies  and  inceiTant  quarrels  were  of  great 
benefit  to  the  ruling  Beys,  who  took  care  to  fleece  each 
party  altwnately,  and  teach  them  a  wifdom  by  dear*bought 
es^rience,  which,  however,  they  were  not  always  able  tO 
learn. 

Their  moft  folemn  a^verations  would  have  led  any  perfoQ 
uninformed  on  the  fubjedl  to  imagine,  that  their  whole  nalion 
was  continually  a  lofer  by  its  bargain  with  the  Beys.  But  their 
gains  were  in  reality  fo  vai):,  that  ^rtain  fecrets,  developed  by 
their  infidelity  to  e^ch  other,  led  Murad  Bey,  in  whofe  jtiiif-' 
diction  the  cuftoms  were,  to  imagine  that  the  having  the  col-* 

ledion 
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l^jfUoa  of  them  ia  his  own  hands  would  be  a  materia  addition 
to  his  revenue.  For  once  his  determination  accorded  with  the 
public  good :  the  plurality  of  the  Kahirine  merchants  being 
better  contented  with  the  new  mode  thaii  the  old  ooie.  The 
Cbriftlans  were  removed,  and  fpared  the  fufiering^  of  which 
they  had  long  (b  loudly  complainied^  But  how  yaIp  ajr«  )mi|^s^ll 
wUhe$ !  This  novel  regulation  was  fcarcely  put  in  forc^,  and 
^  colledion  of  the  import  a^d  export  duties  thrown  i9to  th« 
hands  of  Mohammedans,  who  were  immediately  refponfib^f 
for  the  receipts  of  their  office  to  the  Bey,  than  the  Syrian  Chrift- 
ians  came  forward  with  very  lucrative  propofals,  if  they  niight 
be  aJlowed  to  hope,  that  the  right  of  fu'ming  the  cuftomi; 
would  be  a  iecond  time  transferred  to  them.  Murad,  whoiie 
iatelled  is  dear,  though  conftitution,  paft  fufierings^  and  in- 
difference as  to  the  future,  have  rendered  him  abfolutely 
fenfual^  whoCb  profufenefs  had  left  him  no  option  a$  to  the 
ineaas  of  gadn,  but  who  had  yet  fpirit  to  fcom  the  bafenei* 
of  thefe  parafiteS)  on  the  offer  of  fom^  conditional  prefents  of 
great  value,  contumelioufly  difmiffed  the  deputation  from  his 
prefence.  The  cufjk^ms  therefore  coatiin^ed  in  the  hands^ 
pf  Mohammedans,  and  the  Chriftians  were  rqduccd  to* 
defpair. 

The  Chriftian  merchants  of  Syria,  eftabliihed  here,  make 
fuch  a  prodigal  and  oftentatious  difplay  of  wealthy  that  it  le(r- 
fens  our  wonder  at  the  extortions  of  the  Beys.  At  one  of  thtir 
weddings,  five  hundred  chicken^  were  ferved  up  every  day^  and 
other  articles  in  proportion.  This  fete  lafted  ten  fucceffive  days. 

X  2  The 
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The  prefents  to  the  fingers  were  faid  to  have  amounted  to 
fourteen  hundred  mahbubs. 

A  riot  happened  between  the  GaRongUy  or  failors,  (moftly 
Chriftians,)  belonging  to  Murad  Bey,  and  the  Mamluks.  Murad 
had  difmiflfed  a  naval  officer^  beloved  by  the  Galiongts,  and  their 
difcontent  joined  with  the  conftant  jealoufy  of  the  Mamluks 
to  create  a  diilurbance,  in  which  about  feventy  lives  were  loft^ 
and  the  city  was  fhut  up  for  feveral  days, 

Nov.  1796.  The  waters  of  the  Nile  having  almoft  aban- 
doned the  Eaftern  branch,  which  leads  to  Damiatt,  purfuing  the 
more  diredt  courfe  of  the  canal  of  Menuf,  after  a  negleA  of 
'many  years,  it  became  neceffary  to  apply  a  remedy.  Accord- 
ingly,  Murad  Bey  commanded  his  engineer,  Achmed,  to  under- 
take this  duty.  After  encountering  fome  difficulties,  the  pur- 
pofe  was  at  length  effedled  by  driving  piles,  and  the  river  re^ 
fumed  its  former  courfe. 

'  A  circumftance  is  related  concerning  the  propagation  of  fiflx 
in  Kahira.  As  foon  as  the  Nile  begins  to  fill  the  feveral  pools, 
birkets^  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  fifhermen  go  to  the  river,  and 
colleding  feveral  forts  of  fpawn,  diflribute  it  into  the  pools, 
where  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  days,  it  produces  fifh  in 
abundance. 

Nov.    1796.     Achmet  Aga,  a  Zanthiote,  who   has  been 

already  mentioned,  about  this  time  left  Kahira  on  his  way  to 

Dar- 


EGYPT,    AKD    SYRIA.  15^ 

Dar-F'ur,  by  the  return  of  the  caravan  ^vith  Which  I  came* 
The  Sultan  Abd-el-rachman,  dcfirous  of  gaining  a  name  among 
the  neighbouring  princes^  but  injudicious  and  governed  by 
caprice  in  the  choice  of  the  means,  and  flung  with  the  rage  of 
conqueft,  though  r^gafdlefs  of  the  means  of  fecurity,  fought 
for  fome  perfon  to  exhibit  to  him  the  European  invention  of 
artillery  ;  and  though  he  had  not  yet  been  witnefs  to  its  effedls, 
conceived  that  the  poflfeflion  of  fome  of  the  gold  mines  under 
Sennaar  would  foon  be  realized  on  his  obtaining  thefe  power- 
ful engines.  He  wrote  to  the  Beys  to  requeft  they  would 
fend  him  fome  one  from  among  their  fervants,  who  might  make 
him  mafter  of  this  important  difcovery*  He  alfo  fought  for  a 
medical  practitioner. 

The  perfon  abovementioned  had  embraced  Mamifm,  and 
pofleiTed  fome  ingenuity  in  mechanical  operations,  particu- 
larly the  conflruftion  of  artillery*  He  was  not  extremely  at 
eafe  in  Kahira ;  and  Murad  Bey,  unable  to  improve  his  fitua- 
tion  from  the  multitude  of  prior  claimants,  confented  to  his 
requeft  for  permiffion  to  depart.  He  gave  him  ftrong  recom- 
mendations to  the  monarch,  and  a  horfe,  camels,  and  other 
requifites  for  the  journey.  Achmed  commenced  his  route  with 
eclat,  having  with  him  fifty  or  fixty  artificers,  who  had  enter- 
prize  enough  to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  fo  long  a  pafTage^ 
or  who  thought  no  change  could  render  their  fituation  worfe. 
He  had  alfo  four  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  fix  pounders. 

Thus  an  opening  feemed    offered  to  furnifh    the  people 
of  Soudan  with  one  more,  at  leaft,  of  the  equivocal  bleffings 

of 
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of  ciTilized  fbciety.— -What  may  have  been  the  terminatioa  of 
Adunet'a  voyage  I  have  not  heard ;  but  his  perfeyorance  wa« 
fearcely  equal  to  the  undertaking,  and  it  feems  likely,  that 
when  his  golden  hopes  ihould  have  vaniihedy  he  woidd 
fetum  to  Egypt  in  defpondency,  or  perifli  in  Dar-Fik. 
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CHAP.   XII. 

ANTIENT  EGYPTIANS. 
I'bcir  perfons^  complexion^  Ssfr. 

JLn  the  hiftory  of  nations,  fome  fads  may  gradually  become 
obfcure,  by  having  appeared  to  the  hiftoriographer  of  the  time, 
and  even  to  thofe  of  ibme  ages  after,  too  notorious  to  require 
being  particularly  recorded.  Amid  the  various  information  re* 
ipedting  the  manners  of  the  Athenians  and  Romans  to  be  drawn 
firom  their  refpe£dve  hiftorians,  poets,  and  orators,  vre  are  not 
furniihed  with  the  means  of  afcertaining  the  appropriate  enun- 
ciation of  their  own  languages.  A  few  cafual  hints,  from  Dio- 
nyflus  of  Halicamaflus  and  Cicero,  afford  all  the  light  that  aoti-* 
quarian  labour  has  been  able  to  throw  on  this  fubjed. 

The  colour  of  the  antient  Egyptians  has  of  late  become  a 
matter  of  doubtful  inveftigation  from  the  fame  caufes ;  but  is 
in  its  nature  more  interefting,  and  therefore  merits  a  fhort  dif- 
cuflion.  By  one  of  the  mol]k  recent  and  intelligent  travellers  in 
*  that  country,  a  conje<!iure,  apparently  novel,  has  been  offered 
to  the  public,  viz.  that  the  original  inhabitants  of  Egypt  were 
negroes  J  and  that,  accordingly,  the  world  is  indebted  for  all  thofe 
branches  of  fcience  v^ich  had  their  origin  in  Egypt,  and  were 

afterwards 
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afterwards  perfedied  by  the  Greeks,  and  for  all  thofe  monu- 
ments of  art,  the  feint  remains  of  which  ftill  excite  admiration, 
to  a  people  of  that  defcription. 

The  philanthropy  of  Volney  has  induced  him  to  rely  more 
on  the  arguments  he  adduces  in  fupport  of  his  hypothefis, 
than  the  nature- of  thofe  arguments  feems  to  admit:  and  the 
authority  of  an  author  who  juftly  holds  fo  high  a  place  in  the 
public  eftimation,  is  fufficient  to  give  currency  to  error. 

If  plauflble  arguments  were  brought  to  eftabliih  the  dodrine 
here  mentioned,  it  would  be  unreafonable  to  refuie  aflent  to  it 
folely  as  militating  againfl:  a  commonly  received  opinion.  But 
to  fix  beyond  controverfy  an  hiftorical  fa&,  more  furely  is  re- 
quired than  ingenious  conjedlure,  fancied  refemblances,  and 
quotations  of  but  dubious  meaning. 

The  fubjefk  in  queftion  ought  not  to  be  clouded  by  any 
prejudicated  opinion  relative  to  the  phyfical  differences  between 
the  white  and  black  race  of  men.  The  evidence  Should  be 
patiently  weighed,  and  the  whole  left  to  ftand  on  a  folid  balis, 
or  fall  by  its  6wn  infirmity. 

The  Coptic  language  bears  a  manifefl:  relationfhip  to  the 
Arabic  and  Syriac,  as  Volney  allows.  But  are  the  languages 
allied,  and  the  nations  who  ipeak  them  ftrangers  to  each  other  I 
It  would  feem,  on  the  contrary,  the  fubjed  of  proof,  that  if  the 
languages  be  indeed  cognate,  the  nations  who  fpeak  them  muft 
have  proceeded  from  one  parent  (lock ;  for  what  refemblance 

between 
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between  the  fonorous  copioufnefs  of  the  Arabic,  and  the  inefia- 
ble  mendicancy  of  the  native  African  tongues  *  i 

The  Ethiopians,  or  in  a  more  confined  fenfe,  the  Abyflinlans, 
though  fo  much  farther  removed  from  Afia,  the  fource  of  migra- 
tion, are  far  from  partaking  what  is  properly  called  the  negro 
charader,  as  the  narratives  of  the  Portuguefe  writers,  who  firft 
knew  them,  with  thofe  of  Poncet,  and  in  our  times  of  Brac^ 
abundantly  teftify.  The  Fungni^  or  people  of  Sennaar,  with 
thofe  of  Dongola,  Mahas,  &c.  in  Barabra^  or  Nubia^  are,  as  all 
the  Europeans  who  have  feen  them  in  Kahira  can  affirm,  not 
negroes.  And  if  all  thefe  be  colonies  from  Syria  or  Arabia 
Felix,  how  are  we  conflrained  to  acknowlege  that  the  Egyptians 
lauft  have  been  of  the  African  race  ? 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  Coloflal  figure  of  the  Sphinx^  near 
the  pyramids,  gave  additional  countenance  to  the  opinion  that 
the  Egyptians  were  black,  the  face  of  that  flatue  having  been 
faid  to  refemble  the  negro.  But,  not  to  mention  that  the  form 
of  the  vifage  is  now  become  entirely  dubious,  in  forming  flatues 
of  mere  ornament,  or  as  reprefentations  of  the  human  figure, 
the  artift  endeavours  to  give  the  features  mofl  habitual  to  him, 
or  what  are  moft  admired  among  his  countrymen ;  but  as  to 
a  merely  emblematical  figure,  the  fame  reafoning  is  not  conclu- 
five.  Would  it  be  imagined  that  a  dog-headed  nation  once 
exiiled  from  the  figure  of  Latrator  Anubis  f  Unfortunately,  of 
the  Sphinxes  at  Thebes,  innumerable  fragments  of  which  are 

■ 

*  Populorum  Africie  vocabula  plenimque  ineffabilia,  prseterquam  ipforum 

lin^ttis.    Plint. 

Y  yet 
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yet  remaining,  fcarcely  one  is  entire  enough  to  give  any  idea  of 
the  form  of  the  vifage  \srhich  the  fculptor  defigned  to  attacEi 
to  it. 

The  ftatues  of  the  Nile,  it  is  faid,  were  made  of  black  mar^ 
ble,  in  allufion  to  his  coming  from  Ethiopia.  If  this  fymbol^, 
hitherto  fo  unfatisfadorily  explained,  (the  Sphinx,)  had  any  rela- 
tion to  the  fame  fubjedl,  might  not  the  negro  face  be  given  to 
it  for  a  iimilar  reafon  *  ?  It  would  hardly  have  been  thought 
neceflary  to  explain  why  the  figure  of  the  Nile  was  black,  if  the 
complexion  of  the  natives  of  Egypt  had  been  generally  acknow- 
leged  of  the  fame  tinge^. 

The  complete  filence  of  the  antient  writers,  concerning  fo 
fingular  a  circumftance  as  that  of  the  negro  character  of  the 
Egyptians,  if  all  other  arguments  were  equally  balanced,  would 
be  fufficient  to  decide  this  point  in  the  negative.  In  defed:, 
however,  of  hiftorical  and  pofitive  teftimony,  ftrong  circumftan* 
tial  evidence  is  drawn  from  the  monuments  of  undoubted  an- 
tiquity yet  remaining*  Among  thefe  are  the  fmall  ftatues  of 
Ifis,  &c.  daily  found  among  the  ruins  in  various  parts  of  Egypt. 
Thefe  are  adorned  with  a  profufion  of  long  hair,  peculiarly 
contorted,  and  the  nofe,  lips,  and  other  features,  are  far  from 
refembling  thofe  of  the  negro.  The  fame  may  be  obfcrved  of 
the  figures  in  alto  relievo  and  baflb  relievo,  on  the  walls  at 
Thebes,  in  the  caverns  of  Gebel-el-Silfili,  &c.     Of  the  Coloffal 

*  The  bcft  idea  of  the  Sphinx  feems  to  be  that  oF  Maillet,  who  fuppofes  it 
an  emblem  of  the  increafe  of  the  Nile  under  the  fign8  of  Leo  and  Virgo. 

ftatues 
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ftatues  at  Thebes,  the  features  are  too  much  damaged  to  be 
adduced  in  proof. 

The  two  harpers,  and  feveral  other  human  figures  in  the  ca- 
Terns  of  Thebes,  called  Biian^Umohiij  (tombs  of  the  kings,) 
and  in  which  the  colours  are  perfectly  well  preferved,  have  the 
features  and  compkxioa  exadUy  refembling  the  Egyptians  of 
the  prefeat  day. 

The  apparent  teftimony  of  Herodotus,  the  earlieft  hiftorian 
whofe  work)  have  reached  our  days,  is  not  fo  ftrong  as  might 
at  firft  appear.  The  terms  [JLiAciyxfosc  xai  ovKorpijaii  are  merely 
relative,  and  apply  to  the  greater  or  tefs  degree  of  blacknefs  and 
crifpature  of  the  Egyptians,  as  compared  with  the  Greeks,  to 
whom  the  writer  was  addrefling  himfelf ;  and  certainly  cannot 
be  confined  to  pofitive  blacknefe  or  woolly  hair.  To  corrobo* 
rate  this  Interpretation  of  the  pafTage  from  Herodotus,  may  be 
adduced  a  fimilar  one  from  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  lib.  xxiL 
That  author  fays,  that  the  Egyptians  are  Atrati^  a  term  of 
equally  flrong  import  with  the  luxdyxf^^^  of  Herodotus,  but, 
like  it,  evidently  applied  in  a  comparative  ienfe ;  for,  in  the 
very  next  fentence,  he  fays,  erubefcunt^  they  blufh,  or  grow  red# 
It  is  true,  indeed,  negroes  fufier  a  certain  change  of  countenance 
when  affsd^ed  with  the  fentiment  of  fhame,  but  it  would  be 
rather  a  bold  aflertion  that,  the  word  erubefcere  can  ever  be  ap- 
plied to  charaderife  the  efi^d  of  that  feeling  on  a  negro.  Even 
in  the  vernacular  idioms  of  modem  Europe,  by  the  term  a  black 
man  J  is  daily  ^efignated  one  of  vifibly  a'darker  complexion  than 

.y  2  ourfelves. 
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ourfelvia.  Befides,  what  antient  writer  haa  defcribed  the  inha- 
bitants of  Colchis  ?  Was  Medea,  the  Love  of  the  Grecian  he- 
roes,  a  negrefs  ? 

Volney  has  offered  as  a  general  remark  on  the  Mamluks  of 
Egjrpt,  that  they  are  eafily  diftinguifliable  from  the  natives  by 
having  light  hair.  It  ia  certain  that  dark  hair,  eyes,  and  com- 
plexion,  do  not  obtain  fo  univerfally  among  them  as  among 
the  native  Egyptians  or  Arabs ;  yet  in  fad,  their  eyes  and  hair 
may  be  obferved  much  more  commonly  of  a  dark  than  light 
hue.  If  then  the  fondnefs  for  generalizing  his  remarks  have 
(^crated  to  deprive  this  author  of  the  knowlege  which  hourly 
experience,  continued  for  feveral  months,  could  not  fail  to  have 
^ven  him,  what  may  not  be  credited  as  to  the  eSe&  of  his 
prejudices  in  matters  of  remote  and  doubtful  hiftory,  where 
truth  is  to  be  drawn  out  only  by  patient  inquiry,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  error  is  exadUy  proportioned  to  that  of  conjcfture  ? 

But  if  all  the  arguments  to  confute  this  new  theory  ihould 
iai],  one  fsuOt  remains  which  is  invincible.  The  perfons  of  the 
antieht  Egyptians,  preferved  as  it  were  entire  by  the  prefcience 
of  that  people  concerning  the  errors  into  which  poflerity  might 
fall,  exhibit  an  irrefragable  proof  of  their  features  and  of  the 
eolour  of  their  (kin,  which  is  now,  by  the  quantity  of  mummies 
that  have  been  imported  into  Europe,  fubjed  to  the  inipedion 
of  the  curious  almofl  throughout  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 
This  refurredion  of  witnefTes  alfo  evinces,  that  the  Copts  are 
their  genuine  defcendabts,   and   preferve  the  family  likenefs 

in 
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in  their  complexion  of  dafky  l^irown^  dark  hair  and  eyes^ 
lips  fometimes  thick,  but  the  nbfe  as  often  aquiline,  and  other 
marks  of  a  total  .diflimilitude  between  them  and  the  negro 
race* 


The  black  complexion  of  the  Africans  feems  to  extend  much 
farther  North  in  the  Weftern,  than  in  the  Eaftern  part  of  the 
continent  they  inhabit.  The  people  of  Fezzan,  whofe  capital  is 
in  latitude  ^f  48"  or  about  2*"  10"  to  the  South  of  Kahira, 
are  black,  while  the  Egyptians,  in  the  fame  latitude,  are  only  of 
brown  or  olive  colour.  The  Fezzaners,  however,  have  not  en- 
tirely the  negro  feature.  They  have  frequently  children  by 
their  negro  flaves,  the  Egyptians  but  feldom.  The  ifland,  near 
Ailuan,  confifts  chiefly  of  blacks  ;  but  the  townfmen  of  Afluan 
are  of  a  red  colour,  and  have  the  features  of  the  Nubians,  Bo- 
rabra^  whofe  language  they  alfo  willingly  fpeak.  The  people 
of  £I-wah  are  quite  of  Egyptian  oi:  Arab  complexion  and  fea- 
ture, none  of  them  black :  fo  that  I  fcarcely  conceived  myfelf 
to  have  arrived  at  the  confines  of  the  blacks,  till  we  reached  the 
firft  inhabited  part  of  Dar-Fur.  The  firfl:  I  faw  are  called 
Zcgbawa ;  they  are  not  negroes,  but  a  diftindl  race.  The 
Arabs  of  this  empire  remain  always  very  diftinguifhable  in 
colour  and  feature.  The  people  of  Harrdza  are  of  a  reddifh 
complexion.     Perhaps  this  being  a  very  mountainous  diftridl 

may 
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may  occafion  fome  peculiarity.  The  Furians  are  perfeftlj 
black.  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  natives  of  KuUa^  whence  flaves 
are  brought,  and  which  is  farther  South  than  Dar-Fur,  that 
were  red.  On  the  whole,  one  might  be  inclined  to  go  as  far 
fifteen  degrees  of  north  latitude  in  this  part  of  Africa,  to  find 
the  line  between  the  Arabs  and  the  Blacks. 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

JOURNEY    TO    FEIUM. 

TamUb — Canals — Feiim — Rofes — Lake  Maoris — Oq/is  Parva^-^ 
Pyramids — ofHawara — of  Dq/B&r—of  Sakarra — of  Jizey 
or  the  great  Pyramids^-^Antient  Memphis — Egyptian  Ca^ 
pitals^ 

WN  the  28th  of  December  1792  teft  Kahirato  vifit  Feium,  a 
city  diftant  about  fixty  miles  to  the  South-weft.  At  Molcnan 
{procured  from  the  Shech  a  letter  to  one  of  his  officers,,  refiding 
at  Bedis,  another  village  further  on  to  the  Southward,  com-- 
manding  him  to  accompany  me  to  FeiAiiu  Proceeded  throi^h 
a  grove  of  large  date  trees,  which  are  watered  from  feveral 
ciftems,  all  of  them  fupplied  from  the  Nile,  during  its  in-^ 
creafe. 

Between  Bedis  and  Tamieh  paiTed  a  natural  opening,  in  the 
chain  which  conftitutes  the  Weftern  wall  of  Egypt.  A  fmall 
canal  runs  through  Tamieh*,    and  here  the   country  i^ain 

*  Pococke,  Tol.  i.  p.  5^.  conceives  this  place  to  have  received  Its  name  from 
tbe  Greek  word  Tofucta,  there  having  been  a  kind  of  lock  there  to  teilrain  or  let 
loofe  the  water  in  the  canal  which  pafles  by  it. 

aflumea 
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aflumes  the  afpeft  of  cultivation.  This  little  town  is  remark- 
able for  a  manufadure  of  mats,  though  the  fituation  be  fo  in* 
fecure,  that  the  Arabs  in  the  preceding  night  had  plundered 
their  whole  ftock,  to  the  value,  as  they  faid,  of  five  or  fix 
thoufand  patackes.  The  Arabs  ftill  haunted  the  neighbourhood, 
and  we  were  forced  to  difcharge  a  few  mu&et  Ihot  to  keep  off 
a  fmall  party  that  aflailed  us  in  the  morning. 

Faffed  another  canal  at  Senuris,  the  feat  of  an  hofpitable 
Shech  of  the  Bedouins*  Thefe  canals  reach  from  the  Nile  to 
the  lake  called  Moeris.  Left  Senuris  at  half  pad  feven  on  the 
iff  January  1793   and  in  two  hours  arrived  at  Feium. 

At  a  finall  diftance  to  the  North  are  the  ruins  of  an  antient 
town,  called  by  the  Arabs  Medinet  Farisy  city  of  the  Perfiansg 
probaUy  antieat  Arfinoe.  Some  mutilate4  bufts  and  ftatuec 
found  here  were  ofl^red  £br  fale.  I  alfo  oMnrved  fome  jai«, 
reiembling  thoie  aifed  to  ccmtain  the  dead  Ibis,  and  (bme 
Titrifications  that  feemed  to  indicate  an  Arab  glafs^work., 

Feium  ftands  on  the  principal  canal  leading  from  the  Nile 
to  the  lake,  and  is  furrounded  with  cultivated  ground,  a  great 
part  gardens,  prodnciug  that  profufion  of  rofes  for  which  this 
place  was  celebrated,  and  which  were  diftilled  into  rc^e^water, 
Tixe  mode  of  propagating  them  was  by  continued  layers  ;  the 
young  twigs  thence  arifing  being  found  to  produce  the  largeft 
and  moft  fragrant  flowers.  The  rofe-water  was  excellent,  and 
fent  to  all  quarters ;  but  the  cultivation  is  now  running  gra- 
dually  to  decay.  Wheat  and  other  grain  abound  in  the  vicinity. 

This 
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This  city  is  not  \talled,  but  is  populous,  though  on  the  de- 
cline ;  it  contains  feveral  mofques  and  okals.  There  are  few 
Copts,  the  inhabitants  being  chiefly  Mohammedans.  The  houfes 
are  partly  ftone,  partly  unburned  bricks.  It  is  governed  by  a 
Gafhef.  The  fifh  from  the  lake  cannot  be  praifed.  Provifions 
tolerably  plentiful ;  water  good. 

After  paffing  three  days  at  Feium^  proceeded  towards  the 
lake,  of  whtch  Iwifhed  to  make  the  circuit.     This  is  the  Moeris 
of  Strabo  and  Ptolemy ;  and  the  teftimony  of  the  latter,  liring 
in  Egypt,  feems  unqueftionable.     However  this  be,  the  lake, 
now  called  Birket-^Ukerun^  probably  from  its  extremities  bear^ 
ing  fome  refemblance  to  horns,  bears  no  mark  of  being,  as  fome 
jfuppoie,  the  produd):  of  human  art.     The  fhape,  as  far  as  was 
dtftinguifhable,  feems  not  inaccurately  laid  down  in  D'Anville's 
map,  unleis  it  be  that  the  end  neareft  the  Nile  fhould  run  more 
in  a  North-weft  and  South-eaft  dirediion.     The  length  may 
probably  be  between  thirty  and  forty  miles ;  the  breadth,  at 
the  widcft  part  I  could  gain,  was  5000  toifes,  as  taken  with  a 
fextant,  that  is,  nearly  fix  miles.     The  utmoft  poflible  extent 
of  circuit  muft  of  courfe  be  thirty  leagues.    On  the  Nbrth-eaft 
and  South  is  a  rocky  ridge,  in  every  appearance  primeval :  there 
are  fome  ifles  in  the  extremity  neareft  Feium,  where  there  is  a  flat 
Tandy  Ihore.    In  ihort,  nothing  can  pr^fent  an  appearance  more 
unlike  the  works  of  men.   Several  fi(hermeii,  in  miferable  boats, 
are  cbflftantiy  employed  on  the  lake.     The  water  is  brackifli, 
like  moft  bodies  of  water  under  the  fame  circumftances. 


The 
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The  weftern  extremity  of  this  lake  is  in  the  dominion  of  the 
Muggrebine  Arabs,  who  pafs  thither  from  El^-wab  el'-gburbi^ 
and  other  places,  and  who  being  there  under  no  control,  fuffer 
no  perfon  to  travel  thither,  unlefs  under  their  immediate  protec- 
tion. This  information,  which  I  received  not  till  my  arrival  at 
Feium,  fruftrated  my  expectations  of  reaching  fome  ruins  which 
are  faid  to  exift  there.  The  Arab  Shech  of  Abu-kijfe  told  me 
it  would  require  four  days  to  go  round  the  lake,  and  return 
on  the  other  fide.  That  there  are  no  villages  near  it,  nor  any 
thing  to  be  procured  but  from  the  Muggrebines  juft  mentioned* 
On  one  of  the  ifles  at  the  Eaftern  extremity  it  ia  faid  that  human 
bones  are  fometimes  found. 

^  "^From  Feium  travelled  South-ea(i  At  Hawira  are  two  fmall 
pyramids  of  unbumed  brick,  and  another  paflage  through  the 
mountain.  The  plain  from  Feium  to  the  Nile  is  in  excellent 
cultivation,  chiefly  wheat,  then  juft  rifing  from  the  ground. 
Illah6n  is  a  town  or  large  village,  filled  with  perfons  whofe 
chief  employment  is  the  culture  of  the  foiL  Failed  the  Babr-- 
bilcHna^  the  channel  of  a  large  canal.  Farther  on  is  Bathen  % 
a  long  deep  cut^  fuppofed  to  be  the  artificial  Moeris  of  Herodo; 
tus  and  Diodorus  Siculus. 

Returned  to  Bedis.  On  the  following  day  paffed  the  pyra- 
mids of  Dafhur.  Five  appear  fucceflively,  exclufive  of  thofe 
of  Sakarra.     The  third  after  thofe  of  Hawdray  already  men- 

^  Parallel  to  this  is  a  narrow  cut^  called  Bahr  Yufluf,  which  runs  into  the 
Birket-Kerun. 

tioned. 
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tioned,  is  that  of  Medun,  which  has  been  very  elegant,  and 
built  in  this  fingular  form, 


ttm*»mm 


It  is  compofed  of  large  pieces  of  the  urualToft  free-ilone, 
joined  together  with  a  little  cement ;.  and  has  been  hewn  off 
to  a  ftraight  furface«  It  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  afcend 
to  the  top,  which  is;  now  very  broad ;  but  it  is  probable  that 
there  was  another  iquare^  completing  its  fummit,  which  has 
been  removed.  The  north  fide  has  been  injured  by  tearing  out 
ftones,  which  open  a  view  of  the  interior,  which  is  however 
entirely  iblid.  This  pyramid  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  natural 
rock  at  the  bafe,  but  this  miftake  muft  have  arifen  from  a  part 
being  concealed.  On  removing  the  fand,  (which  rifes  chiefly 
in  the  nuddle,)  and  on  examining  the  corners,  the  ftones  and 
cemetft  may  be  obferved  to  the  verybottona. 

The  fourth  is  the  moft  foutherly  of  the  four  pyramids  of 
DafhAr,  where  are  two  large  and  two  fmalU  It  is  in  the  form 
of  a  cone,  terminating  in  an  obtufe  triangle,  and  is  now  much 
damaged.  There  is  no  appearance  of  any  cafing  on  diis  or  any 
other  of  the  pyramids.  "  The  ftones  do  not  point  to  the  center, 
like  thofe  of  the  great  pyramids  of  jize.  The  faces  of  all  thefc 
pyramids  are  dire£ted  to  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  com- 
pafs.  Near  them  ftands  one  of  unburned^  brick,  and  a  fmall 
one  of  fione,  not  completed. 

z  2  At 
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At  Sakarra  a  great  number  ^tx&f  among  ^hich  ten  are  of  a 
large  iize.  The  fmaller  ones  are  fometlmes  aloloft  tindiftin- 
gulfhable  from  the  fand-hills,  and  are  dilapidated ;  the  ftones 
being  ufed  as  materials  fpr  building  at  Kahira,  Jize,  &c. 

The  two  largeft  of  the  pyramids  are  at  about  the  diftance  e( 
two  hours  and  a  half  from  Jiz6,  and  are  well  known  to  al}  w:ho 
have  ^ifited  Egypt,  The  dimenfions  of  that  which  has  bepa 
opened  I  found  to  be  as  follow : 


Feet. 

Inches* 

Great  chamber 

-     34 

5 

Breadth    -    - 

-     17 

2 

Sarcophagus  - 

-      7 

8 

Breadth     -    - 

-      3 

2 

Depth  within 

2. 

I  of 

Thickncfs 

0 

6 

The  galleries  and  great  chamiber  are  fituated  diie  North  and 
South,  allowing  for  the  variation  of  the  needle. 

•       •'-.  >#•!  •..-•1,, 

JFect*    Inches. 

The  firfl:  paflage  defcending  ->  -  105  i 
Small  chamber,  length  -  -  -  18  9 
■  ■  breadth  -  -  -  17  i 
Antichamber,  length  -  -  -  -  7  5 
Main  gallery,  upper  part  -  -  -  150  o 
■  '           lower  part   -  -  -  148  o 


PaiTage  to  inferior  chamber    -    -     109       i 


An 


I 


•  Aa  abfitrd  bj^nion  has  reoeiKtl^r.bB&ii  ftated,' that' the  py^ 
mid$  tre  Imwh  dut  of  .the  imkbo'tiirlitcb  the^  fiand ;,  biit  die 
firft  ocular  infpedlion  would  fet  this  afide^  the  joinings  of  the 
ftones  beiog  everywhere  laacked  with  canenL. '    Bttt  it  is  uone- 
eeflaiy  to  dwdil  da  a  cotyedufe  fo  futile.  .  >'.': 

y*        •  » 

In  the  open  pyramid,  the  chamber  is  lined  with  granite,  and 
llfed  i»  tbe  g(Werj^f9l»ri«9itipnj^  $h|Bf© ediftcw  lsfreB-As««,  of 


(  ♦  » 


On  another  ^95fafipfr  I  yifited' the  j^ 
Memphis,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nile,  about  two  hours  to  the 
South  of  Kahira,  in  a  plain  above  three  miles  broad^  between 
the  river  and  the  mountains^  The  land  is  now  laid  down  in 
com,  with  date  trees  toward  the  mountains.  Nothing  remains* 
except  heaps  of  rubbifh,  in  which  are  found  pieces  of  fculp- 
tured  ftone.  The  fpot  has  been  furrounded  with  a  canal,  and 
feems  every  way  a  more  eligible  (ituation  than  that  of  Kahira  % 
Its  extent  might  be  marked  by  that  of  the  ground  where  re- 
mains are  dug  up,  and  which  is  always  overgrown  with  a  kind 

*  Tiv  M7va  srpMTw  ^i>iwarta  'Atyi/Tlv,  «<  Ufin  i>£yQf  rovroy  fiAv  d^oyifUfSacu  Ma\ 
Hf  Mf/if  IV.    Herodot. 

Of  the  h€t  of  Memphis  having  been  furrounded  by  water,  fome  evidences  ap- 
pear even  at  this  day.  Parts  of  the  banks  of  the  canal  yet  are  viCble  toward  the 
mountains,  and  at  the  extremities  of  the  ground,  where  ruins  are  diftinguifliable. 

of 
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ef  thiftle  tliat'  feems  to  tfazire  among  ruins.    It  b  mod:  xonVe- 
niently  vifited  from  the  Ck)ptic  convent  called  Abu-NemrHs, 

•  ♦  •  •  •  ■  • 

None  of  the  fine  marbles  that  are  fcattered  fo  profufely  at 
Alexandria  are  difcoverable  here  ;  whether  it  be  that  they  were 
never  ufed,  or  carried  away  to  adorn  other  places. 

Of  the  feveral  cajAtals  of  Bg^i  in  fbcc^effivd  ages^  HiebeSi 
or  Diofpolis,  feems  the  moft  antietit.  Next  was  Memphis,  itfelf 
a  city  of  the  moft  remote  antiquity.  Babylon  fe6ms  to  ^ave* 
been  only  the  capital  of  a  part  retained  by  the  Ferfian^,  ifter 
Camby fes  had  fubdued  Egypt,  and  was,  by  all  accounts,  founded 
by  the  Perfians.  Alexandria  fucceeded  Memphis,  and  remained 
the  chief  city,  till  the  Saracens  founded  Mlfr^UKahira^ 


.  «.- 


;^ . 
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CHAP,    XIV. 


JOURNEY    TO    SINAI. 


Route — Suez-^Sbips  and Jbip-BuiUing — Trade — Scarcity  of  wa^ 
ten— 'Remains  of  the  antient  canal — THr — Mountains  of  red 
granite — Defcription  of  Sinai^^Eqftern  gulf  of  the  Red  Sea— 
Return  to  Kahira^ 

v-In  the  I  ft  of  Miarch  1793  left  Kahira  to  procee^^  to  Suez;  I 
had  made  an  agreement  .with  the  ArabShech^  who  was  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  caravan,  that  he  and.  his  fervaut  fhOuld  Ikc- 
company  me,  without  waitiiig  for  its  flow  progrefs/  But  he 
i)roke  his.  engagement,,  as  ufual  With  the  Arabs,  and  I  was  con- 
flrained  to  wait  for  the  departure  of  a  large  body,  confifting  of 
an  hundred  and  fifty  perfbns  and  two  hundred  camels. 


K 


9 

The  route  to  Suez  is  nearly  one  uniform  plain,  generally  hard 
and  rocky,  though  here  and  there  fpots  of  deep  fand  occur.  The 

« 

journey  was  very  flowly  eondudled^,  as  the  camels  were  permit- 
ted to  brouze  on  the  verdure  which  fprinkles  the  deiert  folely 
after  the  winter.  On  the  third  day,  a  South^weft  wind  having 
Aibfidedf  i^n  fell  for  four  hours  and  a  quarter.  The  morninga 
and  evenings  were  cold,  though  hot  in  the  day.     Some  have 

ignorantly  conceived  that  no  rain  Salh  in  Egyptr  At  Alexandria 

fh'owery 
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(howery  weather  will  prevail  for  a  week  together  ;  and  I  have 
fometimes  feen  raia  at  Kahira.  In  Upper  Egypt  even  fhowers 
are  very  rare,  and  only  one  fell  while  I  was  in  that  country. 

After  a  heavy  progrefs  of  five  days  reiched  Suez.  The  town 
is  fmall,  and  built  of  unburned  brick.  It  contains  twelve  mofques, 
of  which  fome  are  done,  but  the  moft:  are  mean  buildings.  The 
fea  near  the  town  is  very  (hallow,  yet  there  is  a  fm^l  yard  for 

fhip^building.     Population,  Mohammedans^  with  a  very  few 

•    •    •  -  .      .  « 

Greeks.  Suez  is  very  modem,  probably  built  within  thefe  lad 
three  hundred  years ;  being  unknown  to  travellers  qf  a  more 
antient  date. 

Tliere  lire  here  at  prefetu:  four  three-mafted  yefliels,  and  ten 
others,  fome  with  two,  fome  with  one.  Two  building,  one  of 
which  i^  pierced  for  twelve  guns ;  and  ten  large  boats^  with6ut 
ihaftdw  The  l^rgeft  of  thefe  fiiips  was  intended  £ic  the  IndtaA 
ti*adej  the- reft  for  traffic  t6  Jidda  j  oAe  or  two  of  liiem  hid  been 

built  in  Yetoen. 

»        '     .  "  '  . 

> 

The  Arab  mode  of  (hip-building  is  fingular.  They  have  no 
art  to  bend  the  timbers ;  none  of  theA  are  trookdd  ^eaccept  na- 
turally fo.  They  are  very  flender,  and  where  the  Xn^ppet  a&d 
lower  ribs  join,  do  not  peSs  one  ovet  t\it  other^  bift  by  the  itdb 
of  each  other. 

■     *       •  _      . 

At  Suez  coffee  forms  Ihe  <Aief  article  of  trade,  ft  16  a  place 
of  no  ftrength,  and  has  only  eight  oldxrannbn,  feemingly  unfit 
for  fervicc  j  the.  others  were  removed  to  JizS  by  Dtoail  Bey. 

The 
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The  fea  here  produces  few  fifh.  Oyfters  indeed,  and  a  few  othera 
of  the  fhell  kind,  are  feen  ;  the  befl;  fifh  not  coming  higher  than 
Cofsir.  Meat  is  fcarce,  bread  of  an  inferior  quality,  fometimes 
hardly  eatable.  Butter  and  milk  are  brought  in  fmall  quanti-» 
ties  by  the  Arabs,  Water  is  brought  from  three  feveral  places. 
JSir  Naba^  to  the  northward,  affords  the  befl ;  the  others  are 
Aiun  Mufa  and  Bir^cs-Suez.  It  is  always  bought  by  the  (kin  at 
a  confiderable  price,  and  if  a  war  were  to  arife  with  the  Arabs, 
none  could  be  found. 

I  was  very  defirous  to  infpedl  the  Eaflern  portion  of  the  canal 
cut  by  Adrian,  according  to  D'Anville,  which  extends  from  J5/r- 
ket-es-Sbeib  to  Suez,  but  my  Arab  guides  would  not  accompany 
me,  in  fpite  of  a  previous  agreement  made  for  that  purpofe. 
All  confented  that  marks  of  the  canal  exifled,  and  fome  of  them 

arofe  to  my  own  obfervation. 

« 

The  ruins  of  Arfinoe  may  yet  be  recognized  in  a  mount  of 
rubbifh  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Suez.  The  fpot  is  now 
called  Kolfum^  and  remains  exifl  of  a  flone  pipe  for  conveying 
water  thither  from  Bir  Naba.  A  rock,  on  the  African  fide  of 
the  gulf,  furnifhes  petroleum^  which  is  brought  to  Suez,  and 
efleemed  a  cure  for  bruifes,  &c.  In  croffing  the  gulf  jufl  be- 
fore Suez,  boats  are  ufed  at  high  water,  which  comes  in  rapidly 
to  the  height  of  four  feet ;  at  other  times  camels,  horfes,  and 

men  ford  it  with  fafety. 

• .  ....  9 

At  Suez  I  obferv6d  in  the  fhallow  parts  of  the  adjacent  fea, 
a  fpecies  of  weed,  which  in  the  funfhine  appeared  to  be  red 

A  A  coral. 
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CHAP.     XV. 

JOURNEY  TO  DAR-FUR, 

A    KINGDOM    IN    THE    INTERIOR    OF    AFRICA. 

Dejign  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  Africa — Difficulties-^* 
Caravan  from  Soudan  or  Dar-^Fur — Preparations -^Departure 

from  AJftut — yourney  to  EUwab — Mountains — Defert — Cbarji 
in  EUwab — Bulak — Beiris — Mughes — Defert  of  Sbeh — De* 

fert  of  Selimi — Leghh— Natron  J^ring — Difficulties — Enter 
the  kingdom  of  Fur^'^Sweini — Detention — Reprefcntations  to  the 
Melek — Rejidence — New  difficulties '^Villany  of  agent — Sultans 
letter — Enmity  of  the  people  againft  Franks — El  Fafber — 
Illnefs — Converfations  with  the  Melek  MifelUm-^Rclapfe-^, 
Robbery — Cobbi — Manners — Return  to  El  Fa/ber — Tbe  Me^ 
lek  Ibrahim — Amufements — Incidents — Audience  of  tbe  Sultan 
Abd-eUracbman^el-rq/bid — His  perfonal  cbaraSer — Ceremonies 
of  tbe  Court.  \ 

m 

I 

iVly  views  to  the  South  of  Egypt  having  been  fruftrated 
during  the  laft  year,  I  was  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  aban- 
doning any  funher  projeds  in  that  quarter,  or  of  waiting  for  a 
more  feafonable  opportunity.  As  it  was  reported  that  fuch  an 
one  would  foon  offer,  I  did  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the  latter, 
though  flrongly  difluaded  from  it,  as  generally  happens  to  thofe 

whofe 


"•* 


\ 
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whofe  defigns  are  any  way  analogous  to  mine.  The  Europeans 
in  this  quarter,  as  well  as  the  natives,  being  immerfed  in  com* 
merce  from  their  early  years,  are  unable  to  conceive  the  ad  van* 
tages  promifed  by  voyages  of  difcovery,  to  which  no  immediate 
profit  is  attached ;  and  accordingly  as  they  know  the  hazard 
great,  and  imagine  the  atchievement  frivolous  and  ufelefs,  even 
from  the  beft  motives  they  are  rather  inclined  to  di(courage, 
than  to  animate,  any  one  who  undertakes  them. 

From  convidion  fuflSciently  clear,  arifing  both  from  reading 
and  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  were  beft  informed  on  the  fub- 
jefi,  that  the  river  whofe  fource  Mr.  Bruce  defcribes  is  not  the 
true  Nile,  I  thought  it  an  objedl  of  ftill  greater  importance,  that 
the  fource  of  the  more  Weftern  river  Ihould  be  inveftigated. 
But  what  might  have  been  a  matter  of  choice,  was  with  me  only 
the  refult  of  neceffity.  The  idea  of  reaching  the  fources  of  this 
river,  (the  Bahr-el-abiad,)  laid  down  in  the  maps  apparently  at 
about  two  hundred  leagues  farther  South  than  Sennaar,  feemed 
to  me  fo  hopelefe,  that  this  object  alone  would  hardly  have  in- 
duced me  to  undertake  fuch  a  voyage.  I  (hould  rather  have 
been  inclined  to  attempt  Abyffinia,  and  endeavour  to  certify,  as 
well  as  circumftances  might  permit,  how  far  authentic  former 
narratives  had  been,  and  what  might  ofier  that  was  new  to  Eu- 
ropean obfervation.  For  this  purpofe  the  obvious  and  moft 
eafy  route  was  by  the  Red  Sea  to  Mafouah.  But  all  accounts 
concurred  in  magnifying  the  difficulty,  and  almoft  impoffibility, 
of  an  European  paffing  there  undifcoveredj  and,  being  difco- 
vered,  of  his  penetrating  any  farther. 

The 
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The  road  from.  Kahira  to  Senoaar  was  the  one  I  (hottld  have 
preferred ;  but  the  defoUtion  and  anarchy  then  prevaiUng  iA 
Nubia,  which  had  prevented  me  from  pafling  the  former  yeaic, 
would  not  probably  have  allowed  me  better  fucce&  in  thia 
Befides,  the  city  of  Sennaar  was  then  occupied  by  the  flavea  pf 
the  lafl:  M£cque^  or  king,  who  had  depofed  and  put  to  death  their 
mafter,  and  ftill  continued  to  ufurp  the  government.  By  taking 
the  route  of  D^r-  Fur,  I  Was  taught  to  believe  that  I  might  hope 
for  the  advantages  of  a  regular  government ;  and  with  proper 
management  might  expe^  every  favour  from  the  monarch. 
The  local  inconvenience  of  being  fo  much  farther  removed 
from  AbyiTmia  was  indeed  obvious  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  the 
choice  of  more  than  one  route  wa$,  it  feemed  likely,  thereby 
offered ;  which,  in  a  place  where  progrefs  is  fo  uncertaiui  and 
contingencies  fo  numerous,  would  be  a  matter  of  no  inconiider- 
able  importance. 

* 

At  the  moment  of  my  return  from  Afluan  to  Aifiut,  the  cara- 
van of  jelabs  from  Dar-Fur,  called  Cc^et-cs^Soud&n'^ ^  the  Soudan 
caravan,  arrived  at  El-wah.  It  was  then  reported  that  the  fale 
of  their  merchandize  and  flaves,  of  which  they  had  no  great 
quantity,  would  be  completed  in  about  two  months,  and  that 
then  they  would  return  home.  Their  flay,  however,  was  pro* 
trailed  during  the  whole  of  that  winter ;  and  in  the  month  of 
March  1793  they  commenced  their  departure  from  Kahira  for 
the  Upper  Egypt.     They  were  flow  in  coUcdiing  all  that  wa3 

*  Soudan  in  Arabic  correfponds  to  our  Nigritia,  merely  general  words  for  the 
country  of  thi  blacks. 

neceffary 
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fiecefl^ry  for  the  joUr oey^  and  I  made  ufe  of  the  time  fo  allowed 
to  draw  information  from  various  quarters  concerning  what 
was  requifite  for  the  voyage.  From  what  caufe  I  know  not, 
but  at  that  time  the  perfons  of  whom  I  made  enquiry  gave  no 
intimation  that  the  treatment  of  Chriflians  in  their  country  was 
marked  by  any  afperity.  The  late  Sultan  of  Fur,  indeed,  as  I 
afterwards  learned,  had  been  remarkable  for  his  mildnefs  and 
liberality  to  all  defcriptions  of  perfons.  But  this  was  not  all — 
a  native  of  Souddn  is,  in  Kahira,  the  mofl  obfequious  and  fervile 
of  the  human  race.  He  behaves  towards  a  Chriftian  whom  he 
meets  there  nearly  as  to  one  of  the  true  believers.  In  his  own 
country  he  repays  with  intereft  the  contempt  that  has  been 
^ewn  him  by  the  Egyptians. 

On  the  2ift  April  1793,  I  fet  out  from  Bulak,  having  em- 
barked on  the  Nile  }  and  on  the  eighth  day,  the  wind  having 
been  often  unfavourable,  arrived  at  Affiut.  The  firft  care  was 
to  provide  camels  for  the  route,  and  thefe  were  unfortunately  at 
that  time  fcarce.  Five  however  I  at  length  obtained,  at  about 
1 3I.  flierling  each.  We  had  alfo  made  our  provifion  of  food, 
&c.  required  for  the  journey ;  and  the  caravan  having  at  length 
affembled,  after  about  fifty  days  the  expedled  moment  of  de- 
parture arrived.  It  was  the  hotteft  feafon  of  the  year,  and  con- 
fequently  unfavourable  to  travelling.  Thefe  merchants  how- 
ever, difpofed  as  they  are  to  indolence,  and  governed  by  prefent 
fenfations,  when  their  profit  is  concerned,  efleem  the  variations 
of  climate  unworthy  of  a  thought:  and  long  habit  has  fami- 
liarized them  with  fuch  degrees  of  heat,  that  what  is  infupport- 

able 
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able  to  northern  nations  is  with  them  no  ferious  motive  for  the 
remilllon  of  labour. 

The  route  taken  by  the  Soudan  caravan  is  in  part  the  fame 
as  that  traverfed  by  Poncet,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury, on  his  way  to  Abyffinia.  He  pafled  by  Sheb  and  Selimc, 
and  thence  flriking  acrofs  the  defart  South-^aft,  croiled  the  Nile 
at  Mofcho.  We  continued  our  march  from  Selime,  almoft  due 
South,  or  with  a  fmall  variation  to  the  Weft.  Our  party  having 
left  Affiut  on  the  25th  May,  encamped  on  the  mountain  above  it 
till  the  28th,  when  it  proceeded  by  (hort  ftages  towards  El-wah. 
The  jelabs  commonly  pay  the  Muggrebines  for  their  prote£kion, 
or  rather  for  forbearing  to  plunder  them,  at  the  rate  of  about  a 
patacke  for  each  camel.  I  refufed  them  this  tribute,  alleging 
that  I  was  not  of  the  number  of  merchants  who  ufually  trade  to 
Soudan,  but  a  ftranger  who  was  employed  on  bufmefs  to  the 
Sultan  ;  and  though  my  refufal  occafioned  a  flight  difpute,  the 
Arabs  thought  proper  to  relinquifh  their  claim.  The  camels 
were  heavily  laden,  and  the  jelabs  travelled  flowly,  and  in  de- 
tached parties,  each  confulting  his  own  convenience,  till  the 
31ft  of  the  fame  month,  when  we  came  to  Gebel  Rumlie,  an 
high  rocky  mountain,  which  we  were  to  defcend.  It  forms  the 
Weftern  fide  of  the  ridge,  which  conftitutes,  as  it  were,  the  wall 
of  Egypt,  and  the  Eaftern  boundary  of  the  low  defert,  in  which 
lie  the  Oafes.  It  confifts  of  a  coarfe  tufa^  and  is  of  rugged  and 
difficult  defcent.  The  road  feeras  in  many  places  to  have  been 
opened  by  art.  We  were  a  full  hour  in  reaching  the  bottom. 
The  camels  not  without  great  pain  carrying  their  loads  on  the 
fteep  declivity,  and  being  often  in  danger  of  falling. 

From 
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From  the  fummit  of  this  rock  the  view  loft  itfelf  in  an  exten^ 
five  valley,  coniifting  chiefly  of  rocks  and  fand,  but  diverfified 
by  fmall  buihes  of  the  date  tree,  and  other  marks  of  vegetation^ 
near  the  fpring  where  we  defigned  to  repofe.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  fterility  of  the  mountain  we  had  pafled.  Having 
reached  the  plain,  it  became  neceiiary  to  unload  the  camels,  and 
allow  them  fome  reft.  We  were  employed  four  hours  and  a 
half,  the  following  morning,  in  pafling  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  to  Aine  Dize,  the  firft  place  where  water  is  found, 
and  the  Northern  extremity  of  the  great  Oafis.  An  hot  wind 
blowing  during  the  meridian  hours,  the  thermometer  here 
ftood  during  that  time  under  the  ihade  of  the  tent  at  116 
degrees. 

In  marching  from  Aine  Diz£  to  Charj6,  eight  hours  were 
employed*  Excepting  a  fmall  fpace  near  the  fpring,  all  is  wafte. 
The  Chabir,  or  leader,  chofe  to  notify  his  approach  to  the  town 
by  beating  drums,  (two  of  which  he  had  borne  before  him  as 
marks  of  his  office,  and  as  occaiion  might  require,  to  colledl  the 
travellers  when  difperfed,)  and  by  other  tokens  of  joy,  as  firing 
i)siall  arms,  fhouting,  &c.  One  of  my  camels,  in  defcending 
the  mountain,  had  fallen  and  injured  his  right  fhoulder,  which, 
as  a  cure  could  not  fuddenly  have  place,  obliged  me  to  change 

him  for  another. 

ft 

There  is  a  Gindi  or  officer  at  Gharj^,  and  another  at  Beiris, 
both  belonging  to  Ibrahim-bey-el-kebir,  to  whom  thofe  villages 
appertain ;  and  to  them  is  entrufted  the  management  of  what 
relates  to  the  caravan  during  the  time  of  its  ftay  there.  We  left 

B  B  Charje 
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Charjc  on  Friday  the  7th  of  June,  and  having  paiTed  another 
defert  fpace,  after  fix  hours  reached  another  village,  called  Bu- 
lak.  This  is  a  wretchedly  poor  place,  the  houfes  being  only^ 
fmall  fquare  pieces  of  ground  inclofed  with  a  wall  of  clay,  or 
unburned  bricks,  and  generally  without  a  roof.  It  furniflies 
good  water,  and  the  people  live  by  the  falc  of  their  dates.  The 
caravan  remained  a  day  at  Bulak,  and  having  left  it  on  Sunday 
the  9th,  arrived  at  Beiris  on  Monday  the  loth,  after  nearly 
fourteen  hours  march  through  a  barren  tradJ:.  Here  the  Chabir 
thought  proper  to  go  through  the  fame  ceremony  as  at  Charje% 

On  the  13th  we  employed  two  hours  in  pafling  from  Beiris 
to  Mughefs,  the  laft  village  of  the  Oafis  toward  the  Southern 
defert.  We  left  Mughefs  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  and  on 
Thurfday  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  arrived  at  Sheb,  At  this 
place,  by  digging  to  the  depth  of  a  few  feet  in  the  fand,  is  found 
a  fupply  of  indifferent  water.  A  tribe  of  the  wandering  Arabs, 
called  Ababde^  who  come  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Nile, 
fometimes  infefts  it.  Sheb  is  marked  by  the  produdlion  of  a 
great  quantity  of  native  alum,  as  the  name  imports.  The  fur- 
face,  near  which  the  alum  is  found,  abounds  with  a  reddifh 
ftone ;  and  in  many  places  is  feen  argillaceous  earth.  Having 
left  Sheb  on  the  21ft,  we  arrived  at  Selime  on  the  23d.  This 
is  a  fmall  verdant  fpot,  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of  rocks  of  no  great 
height,  nor  apparently  extending  vef y  far.  It  affords  the  bed 
water  of  any  place  on  the  route  ;  but  though  there  be  verdure, 
enough  to  relieve  the  eye  from  the  dry  fterility  of  the  fur- 
rounding  furface,  it  affords  no  vegetable  fit  for  the  fupport  either 

of  man  or  beaft.     At  Selime  is  a  fmall  building,  which  has 

apparently 
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apparently  been  raifed  by  fome  of  the  tribes  refling  there,  that 
place  being  much  frequented  by  the  roving  parties  pafling  the 
defert  in  different  diredions.  The  building  confifts  only  of 
loofe  ftones,  but  the  jelabs  related  many  fables  concerning  it ;  as 
that  it  had  of  old  been  inhabited  by  a  princefs  who,  like  the 
Amazons,  drew  the  bow,  and  wielded  the  battle-axe,  with  her 
own  hand ;  that  fhe  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  foI« 
lowers,  who  fpread  terror  all  over  Nubia,  Sec. ;  add  that  her 
name  was  Selime^. 

On  the  24th  we  reded,  and  having  proceeded  the  following 
miQrning,  employed  live  days  more  in  reaching  Leghea.  Water 
there  is  fcarce,  and  far  inferior  in  quality  to  that  of  Selime, 
having  a  brackifh  tafte.  The  camels  throughout  the  caravan 
began  now  to  be  exceflively  weak  and  jaded,  and  the  Chabir 
was  at  a  lofs  for  the  true  road :  for  though  feveral  perfons  in  the 
caravan  had  traveifed  this  defert  ten  or  twelve  times,  they  were 
not  unfrequently  unable  to  determine  which  was  the  right  courfe. 
One  of  the  party  was  fent  forward  to  difcover  fome  known 
objed  that  might  be  our  guide,  and  after  having  been  abfent 
thirty-fix  hours  he  returned.  While  we  remained  here  we  felt 
much  inconvenience  from  a  fuffocating  wind  that  blew  from 
the  South,  and  raifed  the  land  in  clouds.  On  the  2d  of  July  the 
caravan  left  Legbea  ;  and  on  the  eighth,  after  a  feverc  and  fa- 
tiguing march,  reached  the  Bir-el-Malha  or  fait  fpring.     The 

•  In  pafling  the  defert,  partly  from  want  of  water,  partly  from  being  over- 
loaded, (thefe  animals  being  then  fcarce  and  dear  in  Egypt,}  fo  many  camels  died, 
that  feveral  merchants  of  the  caravan  were  obliged  to  bury  their  goods  in  the 
fand  near  Selim^,  whither  they  afterwards  fent  for  them. 

B  B  2  vicinity 
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vicinity  of  this  fpring  is  remarkable  for  the  produftioa  cf  rtafron^ 
which  fubftance  appears  under  different  ctrcumftances,  and  is 
of  different  quality  from  that  of  Terane.  It  is  very  white  and 
folid  ;  and  on  immerfion  in  water  becomes  hot,  and  difchargei 
a  great  portion  of  its  air» 


Small  quantities  of  it  are  carried  by  the  jelabe  to  Egypt^ 
where  it  is  fold  at  a  high  price,  and  is  ufed  principally  in  maky 
ing  fnu£  The  water  found  at  this,  place  is  very  unpalatable,, 
being  brackifh^ 

A  troop  of  th€  natives  of  Zeghaira  met  us  at  this  well.  It  w 
their  pradlice  to  ftation  a  fmall  party  there,  when  caritvahs  are 
exped:ed,  who  remunerate  tfaemfelves  for  the  £itigue  of  a  tea 
days  journey  by  fupplying  provifions,  and  what  elfe  may  be 
wanted  by  travellers,  at  ah  exorbitant  rate.  Maay  of  our 
companions  at  this  time  bad  great  need  of  their  afiiftance,  a& 
their  fupply  had  been  originally  infufficient^  and  manj  camels, 
had  perifhed  on  the  road.  The  vicinity  of  the  Bir-elrMalha  is- 
cxcaiionally  in£eAed  by  the  Cubba-Beeih,  a  waadering  tribe,, 
who,  mounted  oa  the  fwiftefk  dromedaries,  rapidly  traverfe  tht* 
defert,  and  live  by  plundering  the  defencelefs*  As  they  are,, 
however,  unfumifhed  with  fire-arms,  £o  numerous  a  body  as 
ours  was  not  in  much  danger  from  their  attack. 

We  remained  at  the  Bir-el-Malha  till  the  I2th;  on  which 
day  we  left  that  place,  and  travelled  with  little  interruption  till 
tbe  2oth,  and  then  encamped  at  a  ijpot  called  Medwa,  where 
however  is  no  fupply  of  water.     One  of  my  camels  having 

fallen. 
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fallen,  we  were  obliged  to  purchafe  watet  of  the  Mabria 
Arabs^  whom  we  met,  or  to  take  up  what  had  lodged  in  cavitieft 
on  the  earth,  in  confequence  of  the  rains  which  were  then  be*" 
ginning  tx)  fall^ 

On  the  23d  we  came  to  the  firft  fprihgs  within  the  limits  of 
Fiir,  which  are  in  this  place  called  Wadi  Mafruk.  The  white 
ant,  Ttrmisj  was  here  exceedingly  vexatious,  btiilding  his  co^ 
rered  way  to  every  thing  within  the  tent,  and  deflroying  alt 
within  his  reach..  This  together  \^ith  the  rwis,  which  were 
now  incieafing,  and  began  to  pour  ia  a  torrent  through  thtf 
talley,  oU%ed  us  ta  sbandoa  the  tents,  and  take  ihelter  inp  the 
next  village,  (Sweini,)  where  I  obtained  an  apartment  in  the 
hank  of  Ali^el^hatib,  one  of  the  principftl  merchants  eftabliihed 
in  the  country.  In  it  I  pafibd  eight  or  t£n  days^  not  having 
arrived  at  Cobbc,  one  of  the  towns  whither  the  jelabs  ehiefly  re* 
fi>rt,  till  the  Hgventh  of  Ai%u(L 

At  Sweini  refldes  generally  a  Melek  or  governor  on  die  part 
€f  the  Sukaa  of  Dar-Fur  >  and  there  all  ftrangers^  as  well  as« 
merchants  of  the  country,  coming  with  the  caravan,  are  obliged 
to  wait,  till  the  pleafure  of  the  monarch  in  difpofing  of  them 
be  known.-  * 

Coming  as  I  did  under  confiderable  exceptions  from  the  ge- 
aerdl  rule  of  merchants  trading  to  that  country^  and,  in  the 

•  The  Mahria  Arabs  have  the  art  of  making  wicker  baflcets,  of  fo  clofc  a  tex- 
ture, that  they  carry  in  them  milk,  water,  bouza.  Much  of  the  earthen  ware 
ttade  by  the  people  of  Dar^Far  i$  glazed,  I  know  not  with  what  eompofition. 

Arabic 
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Arabic  language,  rather  as  Daif-es-Sultany  the  king's  ftranger,  in 
which  light  the  people  of  the  country  had  hitherto  viewed  me^ 
I  expelled  to  obtain,  without  delay,  permiffion  to  continue  my 
journey  to  the  royal  refidence.     I  obferved  to  the  Melek  of 
Sweini  and  other  public  officers,  in  one  among  many  convers- 
ations I  had  with  them,  that  "  intending  to  vifit  the  Sultan,  I 
fliould  hardly  have  expe£ked  to  be  put  back  with  frivolous  ex* 
cufes,  as  the  nonpayment  of  duties  which  you  dare  not  expli- 
citly demand  of  me,  and  tributes  under  the  name  of  prefents, 
which  have  never  yet  been  exacted  of  a  ftranger.    If  any  duties 
be  payable,  beyond  what  have  already  been  difcharged,  you  are 
perfe£tly  at  liberty  to  detain  all,  or  fuch  part,  of  the  articles  I 
bring  with  me,  as  you  judge  fufficient  to  anfwer  your  clsumj  but 
not  to  refufe  me  perftiiffion  to  go  to  the  Sultan,  with  whom  I 
have  bufmefs.     Or  if  other  reafons  operate  to  prevent  my  re* 
queft  being  complied  with,  and  any  fufpicions  prevail  relative  to 
my  views  in  coming  here,  I  defire,  without  further  delay,  to  be 
furnifhed  with  the  means  of  returning  to  Egypt,  before  I  fufier, 
as  commonly  happens  to  ftrapgers,  from  the  efFeds  of  the  cli- 
mate, while  I  am  yet  in  the  habit  of  travelling,  and  while  the 
funds  are  yet  unexhaufted  which  fhould  fupport  me  in  my  pro* 
grefs  farther." 
* 
The  mifreprefentations  which  had  been  made  concerning  me, 
and  which  had  by  this  time  reached  the  Sultan,  manacled  the 
hands  of  the  Melek,  and  prevented  my  remonflirance  from 
having  any  tS^Q,.     But  candour  and  ingenuoufnefs  have  no 
part  in  fhe  charader  of  flaves  ;  and  the  antient  obfervation  is 
mod  juft,  that  ^^  when  a  man  becomes  a  flave  he  lofes  half  his 

virtue.'' 
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virtue."  I  therefore  remained  in  perfe£k  ignorance  of  the  rea- 
fons  of  my  detention.  Perhaps  indeed,  without  implicating 
himfelf,  the  Melek  could  not  have  declared  them  j  or  perhaps 
he  was  not  thoroughly  informed  as  to  their  nature.  The  plot 
that  had  been  laid  againft  me  might  indeed  have  deceived 
much  abler  heads  than  theirs,  on  whofe  caprices  my  fate  de* 
pended. 

Finding  no  mode  of  advancing,  till  the  reft  of  the  caravati 
had  obtained  the  fame  permiflion,  I  refolved  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  other  jdabs,  and  wait  patiently  the  event.  The 
houfe  I  was  iu'confifted  of  a  multitude  of  diftind  apartments, 
built  with  clay,  and  covered  with  a  flanting  thatched  roof,  but 
not  clofed  by  doors.  The  hofpitality  of  the  owner  allowed 
all  who  could  find  place  in  it  to  lodge  themfelves  without  diC- 
tipdtion.  At  length,  after  the  expiration  of  about  ten  days,  an 
order  from  the  Sultan  arrived,  directing  that  all  the  jelabs  fhould 
be  allowed  to  proceed  to  their  houfes  on  paying  the  duties 
afleiTed  on  them. 

The  circumftances  attending  myfelf  were  peculiar ;  and  many 
of  the  difadvantages  I  had  to  contend  with  could  not  be  welt* 
forefeen  :  it  is  therefore  neceflary  to  mark  them,  that  if  any  oc- 
cafion  fhould  offer  they  may  be  ferviceable  to  others,  and  for 
this  reafon  they  fhall  be  detailed  at  confiderable  length. 

Before  leaving  Kahira  I  was  apprifed,  that  all  commerce  in 
Dar-*Fur  was  conduced  by  means  of  fimple  exchange.  To 
.carry  on  this  in  fuch  a  way  as  not  to  be  grofsly  defrauded, 

efpecially 
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efpecUUy  having  my  attention  engrofled  by  other  objedts,  and 
in  utter  ignorance  of  the  articles  fit  fpr  bargain  and  fale  in  this 

■ 

country,  feemed  wholly  impoffiblc ;  I  therefore  fought  for  a 
perfon  who  might  go  through  this  bufmcfs  for  me,  at  leaft  with 
fome  fhare  of  probity.     Such  a  one  arofe  to  the  notice  of  my 
friends  there  i  and  knowing  nothing  more  of  the  man,  as  in- 
deed I  could  not  know  any  thing  more,  than  the  charadlcr  they 
gave  of  him,  I  took  him  on  the  general  recommendation  of  be- 
ing honeft,  and  underftanding  the  bufinefs  in  which  he  was 
likely  to  be  employed*     The  perfon  recommended  had  been  a 
flave-broker  in  the  market  of  Kahira  ;  a  circumftance  which^ 
had  it  been  known  to  me  earlier,  would  probably  iiave  prevented 
my  employing  him.     Till  the  moment  of  departure  I  had  ob- 
ferved  in  him  keennefs  but  no  fraud,  and  in  general  that  fub* 
miillve  acqulefcence  and  abfolute  devotion  to  the  will  of  the 
fuperior,  for  which  the  lower  clais  of  Kalurines  are  externally, 
4Lt  leaft,  remarkable.    The  hour  for  commencing  our  march, 
howev^,  feemed  with  him  the  fignal  for  dU'obedience  and  in- 
fulting  behaviour  ;  and  we  were  not  yet  far  removed  from  the 
confines  of  Egypt,  when  this  mifcondudl  was  carried  to  fuch  an 
excefs  that  I  once  levelled  my  gun  at  him  with  a  view  of  infpir- 
»ing  terror.     The  merchants  around  us  interfered,  and  for  the 
time  this  pafled  off;  but  the  man  only  fought  an  opportunity  oC 
revenge,  which  the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Soudan,  in  dire& 
oppofition  to  my  former  information,  too  foon  afforded  him 
means  to  gratify. 

Th^  letters  with  which  I  wa9  provided  for  different  merchants 
in  this  diftrid,  under  whofe  roof  I  might  have  had  a  fafe 

lodging. 
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lodging,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  me  till  I  had  feen  the  Sultun ; 
£ar  till  then  no  petCbvi  knew  in  what  charaOer  to  receive  rae. 
Tlie  obje&  of  this  man  therefore  was.  to  prevent  my  introduce 
tion  to  the  Sultan,  axid  to  preclude  me  from  any  opportunity  of 
feprefenting  my  cafe^  We  were  no  fooner  arrived  at  Sweini, 
than  he  found  means  to  employ  one  of  his  aflbciates,  who  had 
been  ibme  years  eilabUihed  in  th«  placet  to  go  to  the  monarch, 
and  infufe  into  his  mind  fuipicions  of  me  as  a  Frank  and  aa 
infidel,  who  came  to  his  country  for  no  good  purpofe,  and  whofe 
defigns  it  behoved  him  to  guard  againft ;  and  to  fugged  to  him 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  I  ihould  remain  at  large,  nor  yet 
itfimediately  come  to  his  preience,  but  that  ibme  perfon  ihould 
be  commiiSoned  to  watch  over  and  report  my  a^ons,  and 
thus  fruftrate  my  fuppofed  evil  intentions.  He  added,  as  I  af^ 
torwards  found,  many  anecdotes,  falfified  or  exaggerated,  of  the 
inquiries  I  had  made,  the  way  I  had  been  employed,  and  my 
general  behaviour  on  the  road. 

Nor  was  the  villain  himfelf  idle  during  the  time  his  coadju- 
tor was  thus  laudably  engaged*  I  have  already  mentioned 
that  there  were  no  doors  to  the  apartments  of  the  houie  we  were 
in.  He  took  advantage  of  this  circumftance  and  my  momentary 
abfence.  to  take  out  of  a  box  which  had  been  broken  on  the 
road  a  quantity  of  red  coral,  the  mod  valuable  article  in  my 
package.  As  the  box  remained  locked,  it  was  not  till  long  after 
that  I  difcovered  this  lofs.  By  the  help  of  this  commodity 
he  expe^ed  to  make  his  way  with  the  great.  At  the  end  of 
a  few  days  this  agent  returned,  bearing  a  fpecious  letter  im- 
prefled  with  the  Sultanas  feal,  ordering  that  no  officer  on  the 
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road  fhould  prefume  to  detain  me,  or  to  take  any  thing  from 
me,  till  I  came  to  the  houfe  of  Ibrabim-^l-Wobai/bi^  (the  name 
of  this  very  agent,)  in  Cobbe,  where  I  was  to  reft  myfelf^  till 
further  orders  fliould  be  given  for  my  admiifion  to  his  prefence. 
I  was  not  indeed  at  that  time  privy  to  the  plot,  yet  if  I  could 
have  obtained  a  knowlege  of  it,  it  might  not  have  been  eafy 
immediately  to  counteract  its  influence ;  neverthelefs  I  fufpe^ed 
fomething  might  have  been  pra^fed  againft  m^. 

An  order  from  the  defpot,  which  while  it  was  to  protefl;  me 
from  his  officers  on  the  road,  obliged  me  to  confine  myfelf  to 
a  particular  Ipot,  waa  a  matter  of  furprife  to  me  j  but  fubmif* 
fion  was  unavoidable,  as  I  was  at  that  time  unprovided  even 
with  the  means  of  remonftrance.  Had  the  machinations  of 
my  adverfaries,  which  went  much  farther  than  my  confinement, 
having  been  adually  employed  againft  my  life,  been  at  that 
time  known  to  me,  this  feverity  would  not  have  caufed  any  afto- 
nifhment,  and  the  means  of  redrefs  might  have  been  lefs  doubt- 
ful. But  fufpenfe  filled  the  void  of  pofitive  fufFering — 2l  fuf- 
penfe  to  which  no  apparent  remedy  fuggefted  itfelf.  Thofe  who 
had  known  me  in  Egypt  or  on  the  road  were  difperfed  to  the 
Eaft  and  Weft,  and  the  people  of  the  place  were  ill  difpofed  to 
form  any  communication  with  me,  being  filled  with  religious 
horror  of  one  fuppofed  an  infidel,  but  of  yet  undefined  impiety, 
and  whofe  colour,  varioufly  regarded  as  the  fign  of  difeafe,  the 
mark  of  divine  difpleafure,  or  at  leaft,  the  unequivocal  proof  of 
inferiority  of  fpecies,  had  averted  their  wonted  hofpitality,  clofed 
their  compaffion,  and  inflamed  their  perfonal  pride  and  reli- 
gious fury. 

It 
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It  was  in  this  fituation  that,  feeing  no  means  of  immediate 
relief,  I  began  to  feel  impatience ;  which,  as  I  continued  in  a 
ftate  of  perfedt  inadiivity,  communicated  the  more  rapidly  its 
pernicious  influence  to  my  ftate  of  health.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  after  my  arrival,  I  was  attacked  with  a  violent  fever,  at- 
tended with  extreme  pain  in  the  head.  How  long  it  lafted  I 
cannot  precifely  fay,  having  on  the  fecond  day  loft  my  recollec- 
tion. It  was  afterwards  recalled  by  the  effeft  of  a  dyfentery, 
which  lafted  for  two  days,  and  left  me  too  weak  to  aflift  my- 
felf.  I  had  refledion  enough  to  know,  that  of  the  aliments 
there  to  be  procured,  fcarcely  any  could  be  found  that  would 
not  be  pernicious.  After  the  firft  attack  therefore,  I  confined  my- 
felf  to  the  ufe  of  bark  and  water,  which  laft  I  drank  in  great 
quantities. 

A  little  more  than  a  month  had  elapfed,  when  the  fymptoms 
appearing  to  diminifli,  I  again  prefled  to  be  permitted  to  vifit 
the  refidence  of  the  Sultan.  But  I  had  reafon  to  regret  my 
impatience  ;  for  having  at  length  obtained  leave,  I  proceeded  to 
El  Faflier,  only  to  repeat  my  fufFering.  The  rainy  feafon  was 
almoft  at  an  end,  but  the  air,  which  ftill  continued  inialubrious, 
fatigue,  and  anxiety  renewed  the  malady,  which,  after  extreme 
abftinence,  and  having  gone  through  the  fhort  catalogue  of  reme- 
dies which  I  had  had  the  precaution  to  take  with  me,  I  found 
unabated.  Exceffive  headachs,  laflitude,  thirft,  occafional  con- 
ftipation,  fucceeded  by  extreme  irritation  of  the  vifcera,  conti- 
nued for  feveral  months  to  fliew  the  inefficacy  of  my  precau- 
tions, and  to  incajpacitate  me  from. all  perfohal  exertion.  At 
length  the  heat  of  the  enfuing  fummer  gradually  increafmg,  and 
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producing  regular  and  continued  tfanrpiration,  and  the  ftate  of 
the  air  then  meliorated,  having  removed  the  caufe  of  Indifpofi-i 
tion,  it  was  not  long  before  I  gained  a  certain  degree  of 
ftrength. 

Arrived  at  El  Father,  I  wa^  firft  introduced  to  the  Melek 
Mifellim^  one  of  the  principal  minifters.  This  man,  when 
young,  had  been  a  flave,  and  engaged  in  domeftic  offices  of  the 
palace,  but  having  been  deteded  ufing  fome  familiarities  with  one 
of  the  women,  the  monarch  had  ordered  him  to  be  deprived  of 
the  enfigns  of  manhood.  Ignorant  and  uneducated,  he  appeared 
to  have  a  certain  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  which,  together  with 
uncommon  gaiety  of  humour,  had  rendered  him  acceptable  at 
court,  where  he  appeared  more  as  a  buffoon  than  a  minifter  of 
ftate.  He  received  me  with  a  rude  ftare  as  an  objed  he  was 
unufed  to,  which  was  followed  by  a  mingled  fmile  of  contempt 
and  averfion.  He  was  feated  with  fome  other  of  the  royal 
attendants,  under  a  kind  of  awning  of  cotton  cloth,  on  a  mat 
fpred  upon  the  fand.  After  the  common  falutations,  the  Melek 
and  his  company  entered  into  converfation  on  the  nature  of  my 
▼ifit  to  the  country ;  and  each  made  his  remarks  on  my  perfon, 
and  offered  his  conjectures  as  to  my  charader  and  intentions. 

Their  converfation  was  partly  carried  on  in  their  vernacular 
idiom,  partly  in  Arabic.  At  length  a  wooden  bowl  oi polenta^ 
and  another  of  dried  meat,  were  fet  before  them.  My  illnefs 
deprived  me  of  all  inclination  to  eat ;  and  obferving  the  com* 
pany  not  much  inclined  to  invite  me  to  join  them,  and  yet 
embarraffed  how  to  avoid  that  ceremony,  I  relieved  them  by 

declining 
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declining  It,  and  defiring  them  to  begin.  When  they  were  fa* 
tiated,  and  they  lofe  no  time  in  eating,  a  great  number  of 
foolifli  queftions  were  afked  me  about  Europe,  fome  of  which 
I  waved,  and  fatisfied  them  as  to  others  in  the  beft  manner  I 
was  able. 

One  of  the  principal  queftions  was,  whether  the  Englifli  paid 
,   the  Jizie  to  the  Othman  Emperor  ?     This,  as  is  well  known,  is 
a  capitation  tax,  paid  by  the  Greeks  and  others,  for  liberty  to 
worihip  after  their  own  manner.     I  replied,  that  England  was 
£)  remote  from  the  Imperial  dominions,  that  no  war  between 
the  two  countries  could  well  have  place,  till  all  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope fhould  have  fubmitted  to  the  Mohammedan  arms,  which 
had  not  hitherto  come  to  pafs :  but  that,  for  the  purpofes  of 
trade,  the  inhabitants  of  the  one  country /  frequented  the  other, 
and  by  mutual  agreement  were  confidered  as  peribnally  fecure ; 
that  prefents  were  occafionally  made  by  the  Britifh  King  to  the 
Emperor,  in  token  of  amity,  but  not  as  a  mark  of  fubjedion  ; 
and  that  the  latter,  on  his  part,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the  de- 
crees of  the  Almighty  had  fixed  this  as  the  moment  of  general 
converfion  to  the  true  faith,  in  virtue  of  his  difpenfing  power, 
and  fwayed  by  the  general  law  of  hofpitality  to  ftrangers,  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  authority  of  the  Prophet,  judged  it  lawful,  and 
even  a  matter  of  political  expediency,  to  tolerate  fuch  Euro- 
peans as  condu£ked  themfelves  inofFenfively  in  his  dominions, 
though  they  did  not  pay  the  Jizie.     I  thought  it  neceflary  to 
enter  into  this  explanation  of  the  terms  on  which  I  conceived 
myfelf  to  ftand  in  relation  to  them,  having  by  this  time  learned 
how  rigidly  they  were  difpofed  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the 
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Prophet's  di&um^  viz.  that  no  infidels  are  to  be  fpared  but  fuch 
as  pay  the  capitation  tax.  When  I  obferved  they  grew  tired 
of  alking  queftions,  I  feized  the  opportunity  of  explaining 
why  I  came  there,  and  what  favour  I  expected  would  be  £hewn 
me. 

ft 

"  Melek,"  faid  I,  "  having  come  from  a  far  diftant  country  to 
Mifr,  (Kahira,)  I  was  there  made  acquainted  with  the  magnificence, 
the  extended  empire,  and,  above  all,  thejufticq  and  hofpitality 
of  the  King  Abd-el-rachman,  whofe  dominion  be  eternal  ^ 
Having  been  ufed  to  wander  over  various  countries  as  a  derwijby 
to  learn  wifdom  from  the  aged,  and  to  colle£t  remedies  for  dif- 
cafes  from  the  herbs  that  fpring  in  various  foils,  I  grew  defirous 
of  feeing  Dar-Fur.  I  was  told  that  my  perfon  and  property 
would  be  fecure,  and  that  permiffion  would  be  given  me  to  ga 
wherever  I  might  think  proper.  Since  my  arrival  within  the 
confines,  I  have  found  that  all  thefe  affurances  were  fallacious ; 
my  inclinations  have  been  thwarted,  my  perfon  treated  with  in-*, 
dignity,  and  my  property  plundered,  while  compliance  has  been 
refufed  even  to  my  moft  reafonable  demands.  I  aft  redrefs.-— 
What  I  have  already  fuffered  from  the  officers  of  the  Sultan  is 
pafled,  and  cannot  now  be  remedied,  but  I  defire  protedion  for 
the  future.  I  defire  the  punifhment  of  the  man  who  has  robbed 
me,  and  refl:itution  of  what  has  been  taken.  Nor  is  this  all,  I 
particularly  defire  permiffion  to  go  to  Sennaar,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Habbefli.  I  was  prevented  from  going  there  laft  year 
by  the  flraight  road.  Habbefh  is  a  Chrifiian  country,  abound- 
ing in  ilaves  and  gold.  There  are  alfo  many  herbs  valuable  in 
medicine.     Being  there,  I  may  eafily  join   my  countrymen,. 

merchants 
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merchants  who  come  to  Moccha,  in  the  Bahr  Yemeni.  I  de- 
fire  the  Sultan  will  allow  me  to  proceed  thither ;  and,  if  it  be  ne- 
ceflary,  grant  me  his  prote£kion,  and  three  or  foiir  perfons, 
deferving  confidence,  to  attend  me  to  the  frontiers  of  Kordofan. 
I  have  a  fmall  prefent  to  offer  him,  confifting  of  fuch  things  as 
my  circumftances  permitted  me  to  bring — ^I  hope  he  may  not 
refufe  to  receive  it,  and  to  grant  me  the  favour  I  alk."  He  an- 
fwered — ^**  Merchant,  you  are  welcome  to  the  i>^?r— The  King 
is  kind  to  ftrangers,  and  he  will  favour  you  in  all  you  wifh. 
Whatever  you  want  you  have  only  to  demand.  He  has  or- 
dered a  fack  of  wheat  and  four  fheep  to  be  fent  yotf. — At  this 
time  it  is  not  poflible  to  pafs  through  Kordofan — The  Sultan 
has  a  great  army  there,  and  when  the  country  fhall  be  in  fub- 
je^on  to  him  you  may  pafs  unmolefted.  When  you  are  ad- 
mitted to  his  prefence,  you  will  tell  him  who  has  robbed  you, 
and  what  you  have  loft,  and  he  will  caufe  it  to  be  reftored."  It 
was  now  the  hour  of  prayer,  and  when  the  company  com- 
menced their  ablutions  I  retired. 

During  three  or  four  days  enfuing  I  fuffered  fo  violent  a  re- 
lapfe  as  to  be  unable  to  perform  the  common  offices  of  life,  and 
even  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  nearly  at  an  end.  The  moment  any 
fymptom  of  amelioration  appeared,  I  fent  word  to  the  Melek 
that  it  was  my  wi(h  to  be  introduced  to  the  Sultan,  and  then 
as  foon  as  poffible  to  be  difmiflfed.  No  reply  was  made  to  this 
meflage  ;  but  the  following  day  he  came  to  the  tent  with  fome 
of  his  attendants,  and  defired  to  fee  the  merchandize  that  I  had 
brought  with  me.  As  to  part  of  the  articles,  confifting  of 
wearing  apparel  fuited  to  the  great,  &c.  I  very  readily  com- 
plied. 
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plied.  But  this  was  not  fufiicient-«The  Melek  indfted  al£b  on 
feeing  the  conteats  of  a  fmall  cheft,  which  chiefly  held  artideB 
ufeful  to  myfelf,  but  not  defigoed  for  lale.  There  were  alfo 
in  it  ibme  Englifh  piftols,  of  which  I  intended  to  aTail  my£elf  as 
prefents  at  Sennaar,  or  wherever  elfe  I  might  be  able  to  pene- 
trate. I  therefore  pofitively  refufed  to  open  the  chefL  He  then 
threatened  to  have  it  broke  open — I  remained  unmoved— At 
length  his  attendants  proceeding  to  break  it  open,  jili  Hamad^ 
th<  man  who  was  with  me,  with  his  ufual  viilany,  took  the  key 
from  its  concealment  and  opened  the  box.  Every  thing  was 
taken  out^^  and  examined  minutely — many  fmall  articles  ap- 
peared no  more.  The  piflols  were  rcferved  to  be  taken  by  the 
Sultan,  (after  a  violent  but  fruitlels  altercation,)  at  the  valuation 
made  by  his  own  fervants ;  and  my  teleicopes,  books,  of  which 
they  knew  not  the  uie,  wearing  apparel,  &c.  were  gracioufly 
left  me. 

The  valuation  was  to  be  made  the  following  day,  which  was 
done  quite  againft  my  confent,  and  in  contempt  of  my  warmed 
remonftrances.  Some  part  of  the  articles  were  ftated  at  their 
full  value,  and  others  far  below  it.  The  whole  was  eftimated  at 
thirty-eight  head  of  flaves,  being  at  the  market-price  worth 
about  eighty,  exclufively  of  a  prefent  of  value  for  the  Sultan« 
A  pair  of  double-barrelled  piftols,  filver-mounted,  which  had 
coft  twenty  guineas  in  London,  were  valued  at  one  Have,  which 
is  commonly  purchafable,  by  thofe  who  are  experienced  in 
that  traffic,  for  the  value  of  fifteen  piailres  in  Egyptian  com- 
modities.    On  this  I  exclaimed,  that  if  they  meant  to  plunder, 

and  bargain  and  fale  were  not  conduced  in  this  country  by 
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coofent  of  the  parties,  but  by  force,  it  would  be  better  to  take 
the  whole  gratis. — No  anfwer  was  made,  but  the  day  follow* 
iDg  two  camels  were  brought  me  as  a  prefent. 


r 
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The  violent  manner  in  which  my  property  had  been  feized, 
and  the  general  ill-treatment  I  had  received,  much  augmented 
the  diforder,  already  fevere.  I  had  now  been  fifteen  days  in  the 
tent,  expofed  to  great  variations  of  temperature,  it  being  at  the 
clofe  of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  fo  entirely  difregarded,  that 
though  tormented  with  thirft,  I  could  rarely  obtain  water  to 
drink.  I  judged  that  the  only  means  of  reftoration  which 
remained  were,  to  return  to  Cobbe,  and  avail  myfelf  of  the 
ihelter  of  a  clay-houfe,  and  that  privacy  and  quiet,  the  want 
of  which  I  had  fo  fenfibly  felt.  Being  in  pofleilion  of  the 
greater  part  of  my  property,  and  having  left  me  only  fo  much 
as  would  fupply  the  wants  of  a  few  months,  the  Melek  did 
n6t  Ifeem  very  anxious  about  my  ftay.  I  hired  two  Arabs,  and 
with  the  camels  that  had  been  given  me,  and  the  property 
that  remained,  made  my  way  on  the  third  day  to  the  place 
whence  I  came. 

In  the  intervals  of  my  illnefs,  I  vifited  the  chief  perfons 
of  the  place ;  and  as  the  eyes  of  the  people  became  habitu- 
Med  to  me,  I  found  my  fituation  growing  fomewhat  more 
tolerable.  Idle,  as  I  certainly  was,  during  this  winter,  with  re* 
fped  to  the  immediate  objeds  of  my  voyage,  I  grew  of  courfe 
more  familiar  with  the  manners  and  particular  diale£t  of  the 
country  j   for  the  Arabic,  which  is  fpoken  here,  differs  mate- 
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rially  from  the  vernacular  idiom  of  Egypt.  I  feldoQi,  indeed, 
joined  in  the  parties  where  Merifi*  was  introduced,  becaufe  it 
was  important  not  to  hazard  becoming  concerned  in  the  riots, 
which  are  the  frequent  confequence  of  their  inebriation.  But 
I  was  often  diverted  by  the  moile  of  conducing  a  bargain, 
which  fometimes  lafts  for  feveral  hours  ;  and  I  liftened,  perhaps 
not  wholly  without  inftruiSion,  to  their  legal  arguments,  and 
the  cool  difcufGons  of  right,  which  are  the  confequence  of 
often  fubmitting  difputes  to  arbitration.  I  could  fmile  at  the 
quibbling  diflin£tions,  by  which  the  niceties  of  external  obferv. 
ance  are  fettled  ;  but  I  had  generally  reafon  to  be  iatisfied  with 
their  theory  of  morals. 

It  is  ufual  for  the  graver  men,  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
to  fit  and  converfe  under  a  fhed  ereded  for  the  purpofe.  When 
convalefcent,  I  feldom  failed  to  be  of  this  party ;  for  though 
the  converfation  contained  few  fallies  of  wit,  much  lefis  pro* 
fundity  of  obfervation,  yet  it  was  carried  on  without  ill-humour, 
with  mutual  forbearance,  and  on  the  whole  in  an  equable 
courfe.  Perhaps  indeed  the  fociety  appeared  lefs  dull,  as  difli<» 
pating  refledions  which  my  fituation  rendered  unpleafant 

The  following  fummer  (1794)  having  in  fome  degree  reco- 
vered  my  ftrength,  I  determined  to  go  and  refide  for  a  time 
near  the  Sultan,  as  well  to  have  an  opportunity  of  fupplicating 
for  redrefs  of  what  I  had  already  fufiered,  as  to  feize  any  mo» 

*  A  fermented  liquor,  called  B&za  or  Mertfi. 

ment 
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ment  that  might  offer  of  preffing  my  requeft  for  permiifion  to 
advance.  On  leaving  the  houfe  which  I  had  inhabited  at  Cobbe, 
a  difpute  had  arifen  with  the  owner  of  it,  who  wanted  me  to 
fign  a  declaration  that  nothing  had  been  lofl:  during  my  red-^ 
dence  in  his  houfe.  This,  which  was  diredly  the  reverfe  of  the 
truth,  I  refufed  to  do.;  and  in  confequence  he  called  an  aflembly 
oi  Fukiara  or  (acred  judges.  The  refult,  after  much  conteft, 
ferved  to  fkreen  him  from  the  refponfibility  legally  attached  to 
his  condud,  without  averting  the  charge,  and  determined  me 
never  to  return  to  his  roof. 

On  my  arrival  at  £1  Fafher,  my  good  friend  the  Melek  Mi- 
fellim  being  employed  by  his  mailer  in  the  South,  I  went  under 
the  prote&ion  of  the  Melek  Ibrahim^  one  of  the  oldeft  perfons 
in  authority  there,  and  lodged  myfelf  (as  all  ftrangers  are 
obliged  to  lodge  in  the  inclofure  of  fome  of  the  natives)  in 
the  houfe  of  a  man  named  Mufa^  now  only  an  inconfiderable 
officer,  though  one  of  the  fons  of  Sultan  Bokar.  This  Mufa 
was  -one  of  the  mod  upright  and  difinterefted  men  I  have  known 
in  that  country,  and  indeed  among  the  Mohammedans  of  any 
country.  Calm  and  dignified  in  his  demeanour,  though  poor 
and  deftitute  of  power,  he  never  infulted,  though  his  religion 
taught  him  to  hate.  No  motiye  could  have  been  ftrong  enough 
to  induce  him  to  eat  out  of  the  fame  plate  vnth  a  Caffre,  but  he 
was  pun&ilioufly  obfervant  of  the  rights  of  hofpitality  which 
that  religion  alio  dictated,  and  daily  provided  me  with  a  portion 
of  food  from  his  kitchen.  He  often  faid  that,  as  it  was  a  pre^- 
cept  of  my  faith  to  hate  the  Prophet,  he  was  bound  to  encourage 
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the  fame  fentiment  towards  me  ;  but  that  he  was  neither  obliged 
to  injure  me,  nor  excufed  in  doing  fo. 

The  Melek  Ibrahim  is  a  man  of  about  fixty  years  of  age,  taU 
but  not  athletic,  and  charaderifed  by  the  roughnefs  rather  than 
the  expreffion  of  his  features.     He  has  no  beard,  and  the  little 
hair  which  remains  either  on  his  head  or  face  is  grey*     His 
manners  and-  even  the  motions  of  his  body  are  ungraceful,  and 
without  the  eafe  of  fuperior  rank,  or  the  majefty  of  fuperior  in- 
teliedt.     Yet  his  underftanding  feems  clear  and  comprehenfive^ 
and  his  fagacity  not  unworthy  the  ftation  ailigned  him — one  of 
the  firfl  in  the  empire.     He  is  indeed  a  bigot  in  matters  of 
faith,  but  in  all  that  concerns  not  the  prevailing  fuperftition,  his 
judgment  is  cool,  and  little  liable  to  error.     He  once  held  the 
reputation  of  integrity  above  the  reft  of  his  order,  but  his  pre- 
fent  riches  render  this  chara^^er  ambiguous.     Generofity,  how<^ 
ever,  holds  no  place  among  his  virtues.     The  uniform  tenor  of 
his  life  is  governed  by  mean  avarice ;  and  though  the  moft 
opulent  man  in  the  empire,  except  the  Sultan,  fo  little  does  he 
poflefs  of  Arabian  hofpitality,  that  the  man  ufed  to  be  regarded 
as  unhappy  who  went  fupperlefs  to  his  evening  councils.     He 
had  never  yet  feen  a  Frank,  and  r^arded  me  nearly  as  the 
Britifh    or   French   commotulty  view    the    dwarfiih  Goitres 
of  the  Alps.     I  could  coUeft  from  his  converfation  that  he 
looked  on  Europeans  as  a  fmall  tribe,  cut  off  by  the  fxngularity 
of  jcolour  and  features,  and  flill  more  by  their  impietyi .  from 
the  reft  of  mankind. 

When 
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.  When  I  emtercd  die  court  where  he  was  ihtmg,  he  bad  me 
welcome,  and  re<ietTed  with  complacency  a  prefent  which,  ia 
complianoe  with  cuftom,  I  brought  on  the  occafion.  He  cYca 
thanked  me  for  it ;  but  exprefled  ftrong  furprife  at  my  journey 
to  Dar«Fur«  I  complained  of  the  injuries  done  me,  and  he  a& 
fared  me  ci(rcite&  for  the  pad,  and  protection  for  the  future* 
At  the  fame  time  it  was  clear  that  he  efteemed  the  prefent  a  tri* 
^e,  and  conceived  that  perfonal  iafety. was  more  than  I  could 
reafonably  expedt.  His  condu£t  afterwards. was  a  furdxer  proof 
of  his  fentiments :  for  though  I  remained  at  £1  Faflier  thre6  en« 
tifie  months,  I  faw  him  only  when  I  forced  myfelf  on  his  notice, 
and  experienced  no  return  <^  civility,  much  leis  any  compenia- 
tion  for  what  I  had  already  fu&red. 

During  this  time  I  was  folicitous  to  attend  regularly  the 
levees  of  the  Sultan,  which  are  from  fix  in  the  morning  till  ten ;. 
but  could  v^ery  rarely  obtain  adnutt^uuie,  and  when  I  did  had  no 
opportunity  of  fpeaking.  Whether  the  general  prejudice  againft 
me,  or  the  machinations  of  my  enemies,  produced  this  pointed 
difregard,  which,  as  was  faid,  a  ftranger  fcarcely  ever  e^qperi- 
enced  before^  circumftances  a^rded  no  fufficient  ground  to  de^ 
cide.  I  fufpeded  the  former;  but  probably  both  had  their 
Cbare. 

.^  On  r^urmng  to  my  temporary  habitation,  a  (bed,  as  waa 
ufiial  with  IQ9  on  the  fun's  approach  to  the  meridian,  fatigued 
with  heat^  opprefled  with  thirft,  and  not  without  inclination  for 
food, .  my  repaft  was  commonly  a  kind  of  bread  gently  acid, 
moifl^ned  with  water*.    I  ^rew  acquainted  with  a  few  of  the 

people 
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people  who  attend  the  court,  as  well  as  with  many  ftrangers 
who  were  fuitors*  there.  ^  Their  converfation  fometimes  amufed 
me,  but  more  often  I. found  their,  continued  and  unmeaning 
queftions  harafling  and  importunate,  and  their  remarks  either 
abfurd  or  offenfive.  The  tasdium  of  foUtude,  unfurnifhed  with 
the  means  to  render  it  agreeable,  was  however  removed,  I  oc- 
cafionally  frequented  the  markets,  which  are  ufually  held  from 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  funfet.  But  my  perfon  being 
there  ftill  ftrange,  the  crowd  that  aifembled  inclined  me  to  a 
precipitate  retreat. 


The  FAri^ns  here  feemed.  unacquainted  with  the  fports  of  the 
field.  I  occafionally  went  out  with  a  gun  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  rainy  feafon,  when  the  face  of  the  country  became 
green ;  but  little  offered  itfelf  worthy  attention,  either  in  the 
knimal  or  vegetable  kingdoms.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
fummer  the  earth  bad  been  parched,  and  deftitute  of  all  vege- 
tation. 

'  After  waiting  in  friiitlefs  expedtatlon  at  £1  Fafher,  as  the  time 
of  my  departure  was  drawing  near,  an  accident  happened, 
which,  though  not  of  the  moft  pleating  kind,  contributed  to 
make  me  noticed,  and  obtained  for  me  at  length  an  interview 
with  the  Sultan. — The  flaves  of  the  houfe  ufed  frequently  to 
coUeA  round  me,  as  if  to  examine  a  ftrange  objedl — I  joked  oo- 
cafionally  with  them,  without  any  other  view  than  that  of  mo- 
mentary relaxation.  One  day  as  I  was  reading  in  the  hut,  one 
of  them,  a  girl  about  fifteen,  came  to  the  door  of  it,  when,  firom 
a  whim  of  the  moment,  I  feized  the  cloth  that  was  round  her 

waift, 
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waift,  Which  dropped  and  left  her  naked.  Chance  fo.  determined 
that  the  owner  of  the  flave  pafled  at  the  moment  and  faw  hen 
The  publicity  of  the  place  precluded  any  view  of  farther  fa- 
miliarity, but  the  tumult  which  fxicceeded  appeared  to  mark  the 
moft  heinous  of  crimes,  and  to  threaten  the  moft  exemplary 
vengeance.  The  man  threw  his  turban  on  the  earth,  and  ex- 
claimed,  **  Ye  believers  in  the  Prophet^  hear  me  \  .  Ye  faithful, 
avenge  mel"  with  other  fimilar  expreilipns; — ^^ACafirehas 
violated  the  property  of  a  defcendant  of  Mohammed ;"  (meaning 
himfelf,  which  was  utterly  falfe.)  When  a  number  of  people 
was  colle£bed  around  him,  he  related  the  fuppofed  injury  he  had 
received  in  the  flrongeft  terms,  and  exhorted  them  to  t^e  their 
arms  and  facrifice  the  Caffre.  He "  had  charged  a  carbine,  and 
a£feded  to  come  forward  to  execute  his  threats,  when  fome  one 
of  the  company  who  had  advanced  fartheft,  and  faw  me,  called 

r 

cut  to  the  reft  that  I  was  armed,  and  prepared  to  refift. 

It  was  then  agreed  among  the  aflembly  that  fbme  method  of 
punifhment  might  be  found,  that  promifed  more  fecurity  and 
profit  to  the  complainant,  and  would  be  more  formidable  to  the 
guilty.  The  man  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  as  my 
broker  was  to  take  the  flave,  as  if  flie  had  really  been  violated*, 
and  agreed  to  pay  whatever  her  mafter  fhould  charge  as  the 

♦  By  the  law  of  the  Prophet,  any  illicit  connexion  with  the  female  flave  of  an- 
other  makes  the  perfon  guilty  refponfiblc  for  her  value  to  the  owner;  Thus  the 
perfonal  injury  is  expiated.  The  public  ofience  of  Zinna^  whoredom,  incurs  a 
puni(hment  varying  according  to  the  chara£ter  and  circumilances  of  the  oiFender ; 
but  the  pofuive  teftimony  of  four  witncfics  Ts  neceflary  to  eftabllfli  this  hSt. 

price. 
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price.  The  latter  had  .the  modefty  to  afk  ten  head  of  flaves. 
He  was  then  to  make  his  demand  on  me  for  the  ralue  of  ten 
fiaves,  and  if  I  carded  the  loutt^r  before  the  Cadi,  which  he  fuf^ 
pofed  I  (hould  hardly  venture  to  do,  he  had  fubomed  witikeffiM 
to  prove  that  I  had  received  of  him  property  to  that  amount* 

On  my  removal  from  Co^b^.to  £1  Fafher,  I  had  cauled  my 
fmall  remaining  property,  among  which  were  few  articles  of 
value,  but  many  of  much  ufe  to  me,  to  be  lodged  in  die  houfe 
of  Hojfcin^  (the  owner  of  the  flave,)  and  his  companion.  On 
my  return  thither,  which  happened  within  a  few  days  after  the 
accident,.!  claimied  it:  they  refifted,  as  they  alleged,  at'the  AiH 
of  my  broker,  abd  would  not  deliver  it  till  the  value  of  ten  flave* 
ihould  be  paid  tp^  bin*  I  had  from  the  firft  conftdered  their  con* 
du^  as  fo  violent^  that  if  it  reached  the  ea?s.  of  the  government, 
the  claim  niuft.unqueftionably  be  abandoned :  and  indeed  my 
adverfaries  had  only  relied  their  expedlations  on  the  timidity 
which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  obferve  in  Chriftians  of  the 
country,  whofe  accufation  and  condemnation  are  in  fa£t  the 
fame.  I  had  not  negleded  to  give  the  tranfa^ion  all  the  noto- 
riety I  could^  without  having  recourfe  to  public  authority,  and 
thofe  to  whom  I  had  applied  were  decidedly  in  my  favour :  I 
therefore  now  went  to  my  adverfaries,  Hoflein  and  his  compa- 
nion, and  in  their  prefence  offered  to  Ali  Hamad  a  promiiTory 
note  for  the  value  of  ten  flaves,  at  the  market  price  on  my  arri- 
val in  Kahira.  It  was  refufed ;  and  my  cheft,  in  which  were 
fome  German  dollars  and  other  articles,  was  ftill  detained  by 
them  J  the  reft  was  given  up. 

In 
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-^In  tlie  iaean  dmeniuch  had  been  faid'on  the  fubjed,  both 
among  die  •  native^  and  foreigners ;  and  the  flagrant  injuftice  I 
ivas  likely  to  'filflEer  forcibly  ftruck  all  that  were  not  in  a  ftate  to 
profit  by  it,  but  none  more  than  the  Egyptian  merchants :  they 
were  indignant  to  fee  that  fo  enormous  a  penalty  fhould  be  for- 
feited to  thofe  who  had  no  claim  but  efirbntery  to  demand  it ; 
and  that  they  had  no  fhare,  and  were  toio^  numerous  to  expert  to 
be  all  rewarded  for  connivance ;  accordingly  fome  of  them  were 
diligent  in  carrying  the  news  to  the  monarch. 

-It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  he  would  have  moved  in  the' 
bufinefe,  from  anylove  or  juftice,  or  commiferation  with  the' 
fufierings  of  a  peHbhlio  whom  himfclf  had  fhewn  fuch  pointed 

difregard,  not  to  fay  manifeft  injuftice.     But  he  was  told  that 

.-If'  •     ' 

the  Franks  enjoyed  great  favour  with  the  Senjiaks,  and  that 

whatever  one  of  theif  number  fuffered  in  Fur,  might  be  reta-  - 

•»••  •  »•  ••••■ 

liated  on  the  jelabs  oh  their  arrival  at  Kahira,  with  very  little 
effort,  by  getting  their  property  there  feized  by  the  magiftrate,  ^ 
either  as  an  indemnification  for  what  ihould  have  been  loA,'  or  ' 
a-fecurity  for  what  might  happen.     Add  to  this,  he  thought  his  - 
own  dignity  compromifed,  ^ould  a  foreigner  thus  be  petmitted 
to  vindicate  himfdf  by  force  in  his  country.     I  had  indeed  been  ^ 
told  that  the  Sultan,  was  apprifed  '  of  the  tranfa^kion  previoufly 
to  my  departure  from  £1  Fafher,  and  that  he  intended  to  grant 
me  redrefs ;  but  after  waiting  about  fifteen  days  without  hear* 
ing  any  thing  farther  of  his  intentions,  weary  of  fuffering,  I  de-  » 
termined  to  return.     I  had  been  there  l)ut  a  fhort  time  when  a 
Julganawy  (meffenger)  arriveid  exprefs  from  the  court,  with  or- 
ders for  me  to  repair  to  El  Falher  immediately.     The  objeft  of 
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the  0|e0kge  was  kept  itx>  prdfousid  fkctecjj  nor  conldd  ii&ant 
whether  it  portended  good  or  eril^    I  left  Cobh£  the  fame  eieam.. 
ingy  and  airiyedi  at  the  end.  of  my  journey  tfaefbllowihg  day/ 
about  noon» 

£  repaired^  as  before  to  theMelek. Ibrahim,  who  on  i2ie  fidlTow^i*' 
ing  day  introduced  me  at  the  public  audience.  The  Sultan^  aa. 
h$  retired:  tP  the  palace  after  it  was  over,  ordered. idL  the  pailieav 
to  appear.  Being  come  withifi  the  inner  ctmrt,.  he  ftoppedithe. 
i/vhite  mule  on  which  he  was  mounted,  and  began  a  fhort  ha- 
rangue, addrefling  himfelf  to  Hoflein  and  Ali  Hamad^  myfer- 
vant,  io  which  he  cenfured,  in  a  rapid^  and  energetic  ftyle^  their, 
condu^  towards  me.-^'^  One/' faid.  he,  turoii^  to  Ali,  *^  caib, 
himfelf  Wakil  of  the  Frank;  if  he  were  a  Sherif  and  a^  Muf^' 
lim,  aa  he  pretends,  he  would  know  that  the  law  of  the  Prophet' 
permits,  not  a.  Muflim  to  be  Wakil  to  aCaffre:  another  calls ^ 

himfelf  his  friend--^but  both  an  agreed  in  robbing  him  of:  his* 
property,  and  ufurping  the  authority*  of  the  laws#i — Henceforth 
I  api  his  Wakil,  ^nd  will  proted  him«"  He  then  (U'dered  a}l 
the  parties  tq  repair  to  the  hpufe^  of  Mufa  WuUad  JelfOn,  Melek 
of  the  jelabs,  under  whofe  appropriate  jurifdidlion  are  all  fo- 
reign merchants*  Here  it  may  not  be  imprcper  to  relate  briefly^ 
how  I  had  been  bdfore  received  by  the;  Sultan. 

On  .my  firft  .audience  I  was  too  ill  to  make  much  obfervation : 
I  was  feated  at  a  difUncefrom  him  ;  the  vifit  was  fhon,  and  I. 
had  no  opportunity  of  openiqg  a  converfation.    He  was  placed 
on  his  feat^  {fUr/i)  at  the  door  of  his  tent.     Some  perfon  h&d 
mentioned  to  him  my  watch,  and  a  copy  of  Erpenius's  Grammar, 

which 
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JIfrhkih  I  had  widi  me«    He  aiked  to  fee  lK)tli ;  but  s^ter  ckfting 

._  '  *  * 

^is  efea  oa  each  he  returned  them%     I'he  prefent  I  had  brought 

Mas  {htpmhun^  fer  which  he  thanked  mie,  and  rofe  to  retttt;^ 

During  the  followk^  {aminer,  the  firfttinue  I  got  adMiflion 
to  hliSL)  he  was  h<:dding  a  diwoa  in  the  outer  cocirt.  He  was 
^thea  mouqted  oa  a  white  tnule^  clothed  with,  a  (cs^ht  B^rti/B^ 
Mod  had  QU  his  head  a.  white  Cuibau ;  which  hbWiVef ,  tbgethdr 
^with  pan  of  his  £atce^  was  a>vered  with  a  thick  muflih.  On  hiis 
feet  were  yellow  boots,  and  the  faddle  on  which  ht  Was  feated 
was  of  crimfon  velvet,  wkhout  any  ornament  -rf  gold  or  filver. 

is  f97prd,  v^hich  W^  brdad  and  Antight,  and  adorned  with  ail 
of  tn^y  jgold,  was  Hdd  horizontally  in  his  right  hand.  A 
fmall  canopy  of  muflin  was  fupported  over  his  head.  Amid  the 
noUe  and  hurry  of  above  a  thoufand  petfons  who  were  thefe  a(l 
fembled,  I  was  unable  to  make  myfelf  heard,  which  the  nature 
of  my  fituation  obliged  me  to  attempt,  though  not  exa&ly  eon* 
Formable  to  the  etiquette  <^  the  court,  that,  almoft  to  the  exchi* 
fion  of  ftrangers,  had  appropriated  the  diwan  to  the  troops^  the 
Arabs,  and  others  conneded  with  the  government*  : 


On  another  occadon  I  contrived  to  gain  admittance  to  the 
interior  court  by  a  bribe.  The  Sultan  was  hearing  a  caufe  of  a 
private  nature,  the  proceedings  on  which  were  only  in  the  Fur- 
ian  language.  He  was  feated  on  a  kind  of  chair,  (ff^j^j^^  wHich 
was  covered  with  a  Turkey  carpet,  and  wore  a  red  filk  turban  } 
his  face  was  then  uncovered  :  the  Imperial  fword  was  placed^ 
atcrofs  his  knees,  and  his  hands  were  engaged  with  a  qhaplet  o£ 
red  coral.     Being  near  him  I  fixed  my  eyes  on  him,  in  order  to 

£  £  2  have 
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have  a  perfed  idea  of  his  countenance,  which,  being  ihort- 
fightedi  and  not  thinking  it  very  decent  to  ufe  a  glafs  in  his  pre- 
fence,  I  had  hitherto  fcarcely  found  an  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing. He  feemed  evidently  difcompofed  at  my  having  obferved 
him  thus,  and  the  moment  the  caufe  was  at  an  end,  he  retired 
very  abruptly.  Some  perfons  to  whom  I  afterwards  remarked 
the  circumftance  feemed  to  think  that  his  attendants  had  taught 
him  to  fear  the  magic  of  the  Franks,  to  the  operation  of  which 
their  habit  of  taking  likenelTes  is  imagined  by  fome  of  the  Ori- 
entals to  conduce.  He  is  a  man  rather  under  the  middle  fize, 
of  a  complexion  aduft  or  dry,  with  eyes  full  of  fire,  and  fea- 
tures abounding  in  expreifion.  His  beard  is  (hbrt  but  full,  and 
his  countenance,  though  perfedly  black,  materially  diflfbring 
from  the. negro ;  though  fifty  or  fifty-five  years  of  age,  he  pot 
felTes  much  alertncfs  and  a^vity. 

9 

At. another  of  my  vifits  I  found  him  in  the  interior  court, 
flanding,  with  a  long  flaff  tipped  with  filver  in  his  right  hand, 
on  which  he  leaned,  and  the  fword  in  his  left.  He  then  Had 
chofen  to  adorn  his  head  with  the  folds  of  a  red  filk  turban, 
compofed  of  the  fame  material  as  the  weftem.  Arabs  ufe  for  a 
cinSftuire.  The  Melek  Ibrahim  prefented  hinx,  in  my  name,  with 
a  fmall  piece  of  filk  and  cotton,  of  the  manufadlure  of  Damaf^ 
cus.  He  returned  anfwer,  Barak  ul/aJU—MaY  the  bleffing  of 
God  be  on  him  ! — a  phrafe  in  general  ufe, on  receiving  any  fa- 
VOOT,  and  inftantly  retired,  without  giving  me  time  to  urge  the 
requeft  of  which  I  intended  the  offering  fliould  be  the  precurfon 
It  is  expe^ed  of  all  perfons  that,  on  coming  to  El  Fafher,  they 

fhould 
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,&ould  hridg  ^ith'tbem  a  pi^elent  of  greater  cr  lefs  value^  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  in  hand*  It  is  no  lefs  ufual 
"  before  leaving  the  royal  refidence^  to  afk  permiflion  of  the  Sul- 
.tan'  for  thai  purpofe.  With  this  latter  form^  which  was  to  me 
.unpleafant^  i  fometijnes  complied,  but  more  frequently  omitted 
it.  But  on  this  0Qp4ik)R,  having  been  loiig:refident  there,  I 
thought  fit  to  make  a  laft  effort  to  promote  my  defign.  The 
day  preceding  that  which  I  had  fixed  for  my  return  happened 
to  be  a  great  public  audience.  I  found  the  monarch  feated  on 
his  throne  {cirfi)^  under  a  lofty  canopy,  compofed  not  of  oqc 
-material,  but  of  various  ftufis  of  Syrian  and  even  of  Indiai)  far 
rbric,  hung  loofely  on  a  Kght  frame  of  wood,  no  two  pieces  of  the 
•fatne  pattern.  The  place  he  fat  in  was  fpread  with  fmall  Turkey 
carpets.  The  Meleks  were  fealed  at  fome  diftance  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  behind  them  a  line  of  guards,  with  caps,  otna^- 
mei^ted  in  front  widi  a  fmall  piece  of  copper  and  a  black 
ofbich  feather.  Each  bore  a  fpear  in  his  hand,  and  a  target 
of  the  hide  of  the  hippopotamus  on  the  oppofite  arm.  Their 
dteis  confifted  only  of  a  cottcHi  ihirt,  of  the  manufacture 
of  the  country.  Behind  the  throne  were  fourteen  or  fifteen 
eunuchs,  clothed  indeed  fplendidly  in  habiliments  of  cloth  or 
filk,  but  clumfily  adjufted,  without  any  regard  to  fize  Or  colour. 
The  fpace  in  front  was  filled  with  fuitors  and  fpedlators,  to  the 
number  of  more  than  fifteen  hundred.  A  kind  of  hired  enco- 
miaft  flood  on  the  monarch's  left  hand,  crying  out,  a  plem 
gorge ^  during  the  whole  ceremony,  "  See  the  buffaloe  (<>^U), 
the  offsphring  of  a  buSaloe,  a  bull  of  bulls,  the  elephant  of  fu« 
perior  ftrength,  the  powerful  Sultan  Abd-el-rachman-el-ralhid  ! 

May 
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Maj  God  pi:olQag)th7  lifei^HO  MJier^^-^Aday  Go4  aiCft 
and:  ixsader  th^  vidoxious  !^  ' 


From  this  audience,  a$  from  diofe  which  h^d  pwceded  it,  I 
was  obliged  to  retire  as  I  had  coa^,  without  efiedUag  any  pur- 
PQ&.  I  was  told  them  were  occafioas  when  the  Sultan  wears  a 
kind  of  ciOTtfn^  as  is  common  with  odier  AMeaa  laoftardhs ;  but 
jc^.tfais  praiSice  I  had  no  oj^rtunity  Co  bear  teftimbny.  When 
Jxe  appeared  in  public,  a  number  xif  troops  arn^cd  with  light 
fpears  ufually  attended  him,  and  feveral  of  hi^  flaves  were  em- 
ployed tp  beiur  a  kind  of  umbrella  over  his  head,  which  eonr 
•coaled  his  face  from  the  multitude.  When  he  pai|^,:all  the 
fpe^tors  are'  obliged  to  appear  barefooted,  and  commonly  to 
kneel— His  fubje£);s  bow  to  the  eaith,  but  diis  compliance  is  not 
jQVpeAed  from  fpieignef s.  Even  the  Meleks,  when  fhey .  ap- 
proapb  the  thrope,  creqp  on  their  hands  and  kseea,  which  gave 
pccafio^  to  an  Egyptian  to  remark,  that  the  JTare^  m  Fur  was  a 
Meiek,  and  the  Melek  a  yerea-r-sAlviding  to  the  femlchiehsTiour 
of  the  minifters,  find  the  publicity  of  womea  iQ  t^  dom^ic  of« 
fxces  of  the  palace. 

* 

The  Saltan  Abd^pelHrachmaxt,  fooo  after  he  became  p^eBkd 
of  fbvereign  authority,  with  the  oftenfible  motiye  of  teftifying 
his  attachment  to  the  religion  of  £he  Prophet,  km,  more  per- 
haps with  a  view  of  obtaining  greater  weight  among  bis  fub^ 
jeAs,  by  fome  mark  of  the  confideration  of  the  fiffl:  of  Mo* 
hajnmeddn  princes,  thought  proper  to  fend  a  prefent  to  Conftan- 

f  A  female  Have. 
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tinople.  It  confifted  of  three  of  the  choiceft  eunuchs,  and 
three  of  the  moft  beautiful  female  flaves  that  could  be  procured. 
The  Othman  emperor,  when  they  were  prefented,  had,  it  is  faid, 
never  heard  of  the  Sultan  of  Dar-Fur,  but  he  returned  an 
highly-ornamented  fabre,.  a.  rich  pdifle,  and  a  ring  fet  with  a 
fingle  diamond  of  no  inconfiderable  value. 
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•  »  <       » 

DAR-Ft^R. 

Rejidcnce  with  the  Mdek  Mufa — Dljfimulation  of  the  Arabs^^ 
Incidents — Return  to  Cobhi — Endeavours  to  proceed  farther  into 
Africa — NeceJJity  of  exercijing  Medicine — Feftival — Puni/b^ 
ment  of  Conjpirators — Art  of  the  Sultan — Atrocious  ConduS  of 
my  Kabirine  fervant — At  length  find  an  opportunity  of  depar- 
ture^ after  a  conftrained  refidence  in  Dar-Fur  of  nearly  three 
years. 

My  reception  with  Mufa  Wullad  Jelfun  was  very  different 
from  that  which  I  had  experienced  in  the  houfe  of  Mifellim,  or 
Ibrahim.  All  the  principal  people  faluted  me,  and  fought  mj 
converfation.  The  Melek,  by  thofe  who  knew  him,  was 
efteemed  a  man  of  confummate  diifimulation,  and  boundlefs 
ambition ;  quick  of  apprehenfion,  decifive,  and  energetic,  I 
found  him  eafy  and  dignified  in  his  manner ;  and,  by  his  com- 
munication with  foreigners  perhaps,  more  polifhed,  and  better 
informed,  than  the  reft  of  his  order.  His  behaviour  toward 
myfelf  was  complacent ;  and  he  afie£ted  to  feek  opportunities 
of  hearing  my  fentiments  on  fucli  fubjeds  as  occurred.  During 
three  days  we  were  generally  feated  with  him,  and  partook  of 
his  table,  which  was  remarkable  for  the  abundant  fupply,  if  not 

for 
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for  the  delicacy  of  the  food.  On  thefe  occafioos  I  was  indeed 
frequently  haraiTed  with  queflioas,  the  fimpUcity  df  which  dif« 
golfed  Qie,  and  was  even  in  fome  inftances  indiredly  reviled 
for  my  fuppofed. attachment  to  a  fe^  whole  tenets  among  Mo« 
bammedans  are  thought  abfurd  and  even  impious.  However, 
when  they  were  led  to  ima^ne  that  the  favour  of  the  Sultan 
was  beginning  to  brighten  my  profpedls,  their  difpofition  on 
that  head  appeared  much  more  eafy  and  tolerant.  But  I  was 
alfb  frequently  imprefled  with  the  clear  inteltigence,  and  pene« 
tratinjg  fagacity,  with  which  the  claims  of  the  refpe£tive  fuitors 
were  inveftigated,  and  the  equity  and  iirmnefs  with  which  they 
were  terminated  by  tlus  officer.  Ofrener  than  once  even,  during 
my  (hort  abode  with  him,  the  bed  conllru^ed  plans  to  difguife 
the  truth,  and  dude  the  purpofes  of  juftice,  were  laid  open  and 
readered  abortive ;  for  it  is  remarkable  with  how  much  artifice 
thfe  Arabs,,  howevcx  ignorant  in  other  refpeda,  defend  them^ 
Selves,  whether  righr  or  wrong,  as  long  as  they  have  any  profit 
to  hope,  or  lofs  to  dread.  So  clear  is  their  difcernment,  fo  re^ 
tentive  their  memory,  and  fo  firm  their  refolution  on  thefe  oc- 
cafionsy  that  no  word,  no  look,  not  even  an  involuntary  move- 
ment efcapes  tbmn,  which  can  in  the  fmalleft  degree  betray  their 
caufe ; .  and  the  longeft  cro£s-»examinatioa,  or  queflicms  put  at 
the  grea^  diftance  of  time,  will  bring  to  Hght  no  fa£t  tm£i^ 
vourable  to  the  incereft  which  they  are  to  defend. 

In  obedience  to  the  Sultan's  command,  I  gave  in  an  exaA 
ftatement  of  the  property  I  had  loft,  and  fubftantiated  the  proof 
by  the  ftrongeft  circumftantial  evidence.  With  regard  to  the 
Have,  the.  moft  complete  redlrefs  waa  accorded  me.    The  charge 

F  p  brought 
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brought  againft  me  was  judged  abfolutely '  futile,  and  (he  was 
reftored  to  her  mailer ;  while  he,  on  the  other  hand,  was  com* 
pelled  to  give  up  the  cheft,  &c.  which  had  been  violently  with- 
held. The  plunder  which  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  my 
fervant  and  his  accomplice  was  not  fo  eaflly  reftored.  The 
Melek,  tired  of  gratuitous  juftice,  began  to  think  that  a  lucra- 
tive compofition  was  more  eligible.  The  offenders,  who  had 
been  obftinate  in  the  iirft  inftance,  feeing  how  the  caufe  relative 
to  the  Jarea  (female  flave)  had  been  decided,  thought  proper  to 
offer  to  the  Melek  marks  of  their  gratitude  for  the  lenity  they 
expeAed  from  him ;  and  the  Sultan  was  unwilling  to  imagine 
that  the  fufferings  of  a  Cafire^  could  fall  heavy  on  himfelf  at 
the  day  of  final  retribution.  In  fadt,  his  difguft  at  the  com- 
plaints continually  preferred,  and  jealoufy  and  refentment  againft 
fome  of  the  Egyptians,  who  in  this  and  other  inftances  ap- 
peared to  have  ufurped  his  authority,  certainly  influenced  him 
in  the  firft  part  of  the  proceedings,  rather  than  any  love  of 
juftice. 

At  length  the  Melek,  who  in  reality  was  fupreme  arbiter  of 
the  conteft,  contented  himfelf  with  giving  me  in  intrinfic  value 
about  four  head  of  flaves,  inftead  of  twenty-four  or  twenty-five, 
which  at  firft  he  had  unequivocally  declared  due  to  me, 
and  promifed  I  fhould  receive.  And  thus  the  matter  waa  ter- 
minated. 

I  a  fecond  time  retired  to  Cobbe,  with  little  expedatton  of 
ever  leaving  the  country.  Of  the  property  which  the  king's 
agents  had  on  my  arrival  purchased,  no  part  of  the  price  had 

yet 
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yet  been  difcharged.  I  had  been  infulted  with  the  mockery  of 
juIHce,  yet  obliged  to  thank  my  oppreflbrs  for  the  compenfation 
with  their  corruption  and  malignity  alone  had  rendered  in»- 
complete, 

I  had  not  indeed  omitted  to  renew  to  the  Melek  Mufa,  the  re* 
queft  which  had  been  previoufly  made  to  Mifellim  and  Ibrahim* 
I  explained  to  him  in  the  manner  leaft  exceptionable,  my  inten- 
tion in  coming  thither,  completely  did  away  all  the  fufpicions, 
which  my  enemies  had  at  firft  been  afliduous  to  excite,  and  too 
fuccefsful  in  eftabliihing;  and  concluded  with  defiring  permiflion 
to  go  to  Sennaar,  or  to  accompany  the  firft  Sdatea  (an  armed 
expedition  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  flaves)  to  the  South  or 
South-weft  i  or  finally  to  have  a  fafe-condud:,  and  one  of  the 
Sultan's  flaves,  acknowleged  as  fuch,  to  accompany  me  to  Ber-- 
goo  (the  firft  Mohammedan  kingdom  to  the  Weft),  By  the 
frft  route  I  hoped  to  have  reached  Abyffinia ;  or,  if  that  had 
been  impracticable,  to  have  gone  through  Nubia  to  Egypt,  or 
by  Suakem  to  the  Red  Sea,  and  thence  to  Mocha  or  Jidda,  By 
Xkitfecond  I  was  almoft  certain  of  fettling  fome  important  points 
relative  to  the  White  River,  poilibly  of  tracing  it  to  its  fource. 
And  by  the  third ^  either  of  paffing  diredly  Weft,  and  tracing 
the  courfe  of  the  Niger,  or  of  penetrating  through  Bornou  and 
Fezzan  to  TripolL 

To  the  firft  propofal,  he  anfwered  in  a  manner  which  gave 
me  no  reafon  to  doubt  his  fmcerity,  that  the  road  to  Sennaar 
was  at  preient  impaflable,  the  Sultan  being  as  yet  mafter  of  but 
one  half  of  Kordofan ;  that  the  natives  of  all  that  part  of  it 
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which  remained  uofubdued,  were  hia  implacaible  foes,  and  would 
infallibly  deftroy  any  perfon  who  came  from  Dar-Fur ;  that  he 
thought  however,  if  I  waited  another  year,  that  route  might 
poffibly  be  more  fecure ;  and  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  fo,  Aat  he 
would  ufe  all  his  efforts  to  obtain  the  Sultan's  permiffion  for  my 
departure.  Of  the  Selatea  he  faid,  that  I  (hould  only  encounter 
certain  death  by  attempting  it,  as  between  the  jealoufy  of  thofe 
^ho  accompanied  me,  and  the  actual  hoftility  of  the  country 
attacked,  there  would  be  no  hope  of  efcaping.  I  hinted  that 
the  Sultan  might  give  me  a  few  attendants,  whom  I  was  very 
ready  to  pay,  and  an  order  to  enable  me  to  pafs  unmolefled,  as 
his  phyfician  in  fearch  of  herbs.  He  replied  that  he  would 
propofe  fuch  a  meafure,  but  did  not  expeA  it  would  receive  thtf 
Sultan's  approbation,  whom  he  reprefented  as  very  adverfe  to 
ftrangers,  and  ftill  fufpicious  of  me  individually,  in  confequence 
of  the  reports  that  had  been  fpread  on  my  arrival.  To  the  third 
propofal,  he  anfwered,  that  he  had  no  hope  of  my  fucceeding ; 
and  if  I  fhould  attempt  it,  would  by  no  means  be  anfwerable 
for  what  might  happen,  fince  the  utmoft  diftruft  fubfifted  be^ 
tween  the  monarchs  of  Fur  and  Bergoo,  and  the  moft  knplaca* 
ble  enmity  to  Chriftians  in  the  latter  country.  He  concluded 
with  ftrongly  recommending  it  to  me  to  feize  the  firft  opportu* 
nity  of  returning  to  Egypt ;  but  affured  me,  that  if  he  could 
accomplifh  either  of  the  meafures  I  fo  much  wifhed,  he  would 
not  fail  to  inform  me,  and  afford  me  the  neceffary  aid.  I  left 
matters  thus  when  I  retired  to  Cobb6,  deje&ed,  and  little  ex- 
pelling to  realize  even  my  leaft  fanguine  hopes.  Not  more 
than  fix  weeks  after  this  converfation  had  taken  place,  I  was 
fent  for  in  hafte  to  attend  the  Melek,  who  was  confined  by  an 

old 
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old  diforder  ift^  hit  lungs.  I  found  him  yet  fenfible^  but  his 
•yes  w«re  fixed,  und  the  extremities  incapable  of  motion.  In 
£ve  houi^^  li^erwards  he  expired.  Thus  were  Uafted  my  tt^ 
turning  hopes  of  fuccefs;  for  no  mediator  now  remained  b6- 
tween  myfelf  and  the  monarch ,  and  no  longer  was  there  near 
&e  court  a  mad,  eiren  of  feemipg  liberality  and  good  fenfe,  t6 
whom  my  projects  might  fafely  be  opened. 

'  The  tranladions  I  had.  been  engaged  in,  and  my  frequent  ap- 
pearance in  public,  had  given  me  a  -degree  of  notoriety,  which  I 
fiiunned  rather  than  fought.  Having  learned  by  accident  that 
I  was  in  pofleffion  of  a  few  medicines,  which  indeed  were  ra-« 
&ef  fludloufly  concealed,  all  the  town  grew  indifpofed,  and 
fought  for  remedies.  Under  various  pretences,  I  as  often  as 
poffible  declined  adminiftering  any  ;  but  one  or  two  of  the  fick 
having  recovered,  fpread  the  news  of  their  fuppofed  ciu'e,  with 
ftich  additions  as  they  thought  proper.  It  then  became  necef- 
fary  £Dr  me  to  attend  at  £1  Falher,  whither  I  was  fent  for  on 
feveral  occafions,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fubfequent  year.     Soon 

after  Mui&'s  death,  a  meflenger  arrived  requiring  my  prefence^ 
but,  as  is  ufual  with  them,  without  fpecifying  the  obje£l.  Judg** 
Itkg  it  might  poflibly  be  fomething  favourable  to  my  interefts,  I 
ttfed  all  poffible  difpatch.  On  my  arrival  I  was  direded  to  at- 
tend the  Faqui  Seradge^  the  principal  Imam,  who  was  ill  of  a 
fiftuti.  It  appeared  that  palliatives  could  afford  him  no  relief^ 
UtA  I  declined  the  refponfibility  attached  to  more  violent  reme^ 
dies.  On  this  oecafion  however  the  Sultan  had  feen  me,  and 
addrefled  me  perfonally,  telling  me  that  he  (hould  give  orders 
for  the  payment  of  what  was  due  to  me,  and  that  he  fliould 
*  -'  confult 
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confult  my  inclinatioa  in  iill  things.  I  btgah  to'  piefa  my  fe« 
queft  for  permiinon  to  travel ;  but  to  this  he  tuilied  :a  ^^}«af  ear^ 
and  fopn  lejft  the  place  of  audience.     Another  time  I  i^as  called: 

to  a  Melek,  a  man  of  advanced  age/ who  had.  been  blind  of  one. 
eye  for  nine  years,  but  was  much  difpleafed  at  being  told  his- 

diforder  was  incurable*  Many  inftances  of  the  fame  kind 
occurred. 

*  -  .  . 

The  fame  winter  I  wias  fent  for  by  Mifellirii,  to  receive  a 
part  of  what  was  due  to  me.  He  was  at  Gidid,  a  town  about 
forty  miles  from  Cobbe.  I  was  not. long  detained,  having  been 
permitted  to  return  iq  a  few  hours  after  my  arrival.  But  the 
payment  was  made  in  oxen,  ^a  commodity  to  me  of  very  little 
value.  They  however  afforded  me  fubfiftence  for  fome  months, 
which  otherwife  probably  I  fhould  have  wanted. 

The  firft  week  of  the  month  Rabia^d-acbirj  this  year,  was  diti 
tinguifhed  by  a  feftival  which  I  conceive  peculiar  to  this  coun« 
try — ^the  Geled-eUNabas^  the  leathering  of  the  kettle-drum.  It 
lafts  eight  or  ten  days  fucceflively  ;  during  which  time  the  Me- 
leks  and  great  men  offer  to  the  monarch  confiderable  prefents. 
I  have  known  the  Melek  of  jelabs  take  with  him  in  his  vifit  of 
congratulation  prefents^  of  various  kinds,  worth  fixty  head  of 
flaves.  AJmofl  all,  except  abfolute  mendicants,  are  obliged  to 
pome  forward  With  fome  offering,  proportioned  to  th^eir  rank. 
In  recompence  of  this  involuntary  generofity  on  the  part  of  the 
people,  a  kindnefs  almofl  as  involuntary,  but  fomewhat  cheaper, 
is  exhibited  on  the  part  of  the  Sultan — his  kitchea  during  the 
time  is  devoted  to  the  public  fervice*  But  as  too  great  a  numbq; 

of 
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of  animals'  is  frequently  flaughtered  on  the  firft  day,  the  meal 
often  remains  to  be  devoured  in  a  corrupt  date ;  which  gave 
occstfion  to  fome  <ine  to  remark,  that  the  feftivals  of  Fur  refem^ 
bled  thofe  of  the  Leopard  *•  Thfc  celebrity  is  alfd  'marked  by 
a  Review  of  the  troops.  But  as  their  equeftrian  exercifes  are  no 
more  than  a  clumfy  imitation  of  thofe  of  the  Mamluks,  a  more 
particular  defcription  of  them  would  afford  nothing  new;^  They 

ferve  however  to  diaratEterife  the  mode  of  warfare,  where  viSbry 

'  ' '       '  '  «  •  _ 

is  always  the  eflfedt  of  perfonal  exertion.  The  monarch  afid  his 

chief  officers  have  fine  horfes  of  Dongola,  which  they  mount 

without  {kill,  carrying  in  one  hand  five  or  lix  javelins,  in  the 

ufe  of  which  they  are  ai3equately  expertv 

■      i.      *  .       »    !  ,     •  .  .  .  :,  •       , 

•  •  •  » 

During  the  fummer  of  1794,  five  men,  who  had  exercifed 
confiderable  authority  in  fome  of  the  provinces,  were  brought  to 
El  Fafher  as  prifoners.  it  was  faid  that  they  had  been  detected 
in  treaforiable  cofrelpoiidence  with  the  hoftile  leader  (Hafhemj 
in  Kordofan.  *  They  did  not  undergo  any  form  of  trial,  but  as 
the  Sultan  chofe  to  give  credit  to  the  depofitions  that  were  made 
agsunfl  them,  his  command  ifllied  for  their  execution.  Three 
of  them  were  very  young  men,  the  youngeft  not  appearing  to 
be  more  than  (eventeen  years  of  age.  Two  of  them  were 
eunuchs*  A  little  after  noon  they  were  brought,  chained  and 
fettered,  into  the  market-place  before  one  of  the  entrances  of 
the  palace,  efcorted  by  a  few  of  the  royal  flaves,  armed  with 

fpears.     Several  of  the  Meleks,  by  the  mbn'areh*s  exprefs  order, 

« I  •* 

*  It  is  not  ufual  with  Mohammedsms  to  eat  meat  in  fuch  a  (late.  It  is  re- 
ported  in  Soudan,  I  know  not  how  tnilf 5  that  the  Leopard, .  after  he  has  feized 
Ills  prey,  leaves  It  till  it  become  putrid  before  he  eats  of  it. 

were 
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wer^  prefent)  to  witniefg^  40  he  tended  it^  wbut  ittiey  might 
jwpcQi  tofuficr.  If  they  fail^  in,  their  fidelity.  The  efjcujih- 
lioaer  s^lqwed  thenfi  dme,  oiily  to  utter  fome  ihort  pr^y^,  ^bsA 
he  plunged  th^  knife  in  the  r^fck  of  the  oldeft  of  them,  e^^(Xlf 
in  ^e  fame  manner  as  th^y  ki^  a  Qi^p-  The  operation  too  i^ 
ixurked  by  the  fame  term'(^£6^^^).  He  fell  and  ftrugg;led  for 
ibmp  time :  the  reft  fufiered  in  their  turn*  The  three  laft  were 
IBueb  agita^d,  and  the  youngeft  wept.  Hie  two  firft  had 
borne  their  fate  with  becoming  firmnefs.  The  crowd,  that 
|iad  aflembledi  had  fcarcely  fatiated  itfelf  with  the  fpedacle  of 
ibeir  convulfive  motions,  while  proftrate  in  the  duft,  when  the 
flaves  of  the  execution^f  popUy  brought  a  fmall  block  of  wood^ 
and  began  mangling  their  feet  with  an  axe.  I  was  furprized  at 
this  among  Mohammedans,  whofe  decency  in  all  that  concerns 
the  dead  is  generally  worthy  of  applaufe.  Nor  did  it  diminiih 
my  aftonifhment,  that  having  at  length  cut  pff  then:  feet,  they 
took  away  the  fetters,  which  had  been  worn  by  the  criminals, 
in  themfelvea  of  very  inconfiderable  value,  and  left  the  bodies 
where  they  were.  Private  humanity^  and  not  public  order, 
afterwards  afforded  them  fepulture. 

It  happeped  this  year  that  fome  exceffes  had  been  committed 
by  perfons  in  a  ftate  of  inebriation,  and  the  Sultan  having  had 
cognizance  of  the  fa<3:,  could  find  a  remedy  only  in  force.  He 
Ordered  fearch  to  be  made. in  all  houfes  throughout  the  country 
fox.  the  utenfils  for.  making  meri/e ;  dire&ed  that  thofe  who 
(hould  be  found  in  a  flate  of  intoxication  fhould  be  capitally 
puniflied  ;  and  the  women  who  made  it  ihould  have  their  heads 
fhaved,  be  fined  feverely,  and  expbled  to  all  poflible  ignominy. 

The 
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The  Furiaiu  had  howerer  been  habituated  to  Merife  befbre  they 
had  known  their  monarch,  or  the  Iflam,  The  fererity  of  the 
order,  therefore,  and  the  numbers  trefpaifing  againft  it,  defeated 
die  SukanV  puipo(e»  It  was  indeed  put  in  execudon,  and  a 
few.  mir<^al4e  women  fuffercd  tmrelenting  tonfure,  and  innu*' 
merable  earthen  jars  were  indignantly  ftrewed  piecemeal  in  the 
paths  of  the  faithful ;  but  the  opulent,  as  is  ufual,  efcaped  with 
impunity,  and  fom^  were  bold  enough  to  fay,  ifbat  the  eyes 
even  of  the  SuftaM's  women  Were  ftiii  reddened  with  the  vo<* 
kiptuous  beverage,  while  priefts  and  magiftrates  wt^re  beating 
fhe  fulMnating  eHOc  from  one  ext^mity  of  the  empire  to  the 
other.  It  is  certain  that,  fubfequent  to  this  new  law,  the 
minds  of  the  troops  were  much  alienated  from  the  monarch, 
and  k  is  thdught  that  no  other  caufe  than  this  was  to  be  fought* 
Ifbe  monarch  who  admits  of  no  licence  will  never  reign  in 
the  hearts  of  the  Ibtiiery;  and  he  muft  give  up  the  hope  oi 
their  affedioas,  whfo  ie  diipofed  to  become  an  impartial  ctinfqr 
of  the  public  morals* 

Innumerable  reports  had  been  propagated  at  different  times, 
that  the  Jelabs  would  be  allowed  to  depart.  But  none  was  well 
authenticated ;  nay,  x  afterwards  appeared,  all  were  falie.  It 
18  probable  they  were  artfully  circulated  by  order  of  the  Sultan, 
with  a  view  to  cajole  the  foreign  merchants,  who,  having  now 
eolIe£bed  the  intended  number  of  flaves,  were  at  a  heavy 
expenfe  for  their  daily  fuftenance,  and  of  coiufe  ill  bore  the 
unexplained  delay,  while  his  own  merchandize  was  fold  at  a 
prodigious  advance  in  Egypt.  In  ef£e£t,  two  fmall  caravans 
found  their  way  thither,  between  the  time  of  my  arrival  at 

G  G  Fur, 
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Fur,  and  that  of  my  departure ;  but  they  confifted  only  of  the 
Sultan*8  property,  and  that  of  one  or  two  individuals,  whom 
he  particularly  favoured.  For  a  great  quantity  of  merchandize 
having  accumulated  in  his  hands,  he  was  determined  to  difpofe 
of  it  to  advantage,  before  the  other  merchants  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  produce  theirs  for  fale* 

They  were  therefore  reflxained  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  power, 
to  favour  the  monarch's  pernicious  monopoly ;  while  the  latter, 
with  lingular  effrontery,  gave  out,  that  he  had  fent  to  negociate 
with  the  Beys  the  reception  of  the  commodities  of  Soudan,  on 
more  advantageous  terms  than  they  had  been  before  admitted. 

The  man  whom  I  had  brought  with  me  from  Kahhra  as 
fervant,  had  availed  himfelf  of  the  property  he  had  plundered 
to  purchafe  (everal  flaves.  He  ftill  continued  to  live  in  an 
apartment,  within  the  fame  inclofure  with  myfelf,  and  I  occa- 
fionally  employed  one  of  his  flaves  to  prepare  my  food. 

He  knew  too  much  of  me  to  imagine  that  I  (hould  lofe  any 
opportunity  that  might  offer  of  punifhing  him,  and  accordingly 
was  defirous  of  anticipating  my  defign.  I  had  received  warning 
of  his  views,  and  was  cautious,  fleeping  little  at  night,  and 
going  always  armed;  not  that  I  much  expedled  any  thing 
would  be  attempted  by  open  force,  though  in  cScGt  two  men 
had  been  employed  by  him,  under  promife  of  a  reward,  to 
ftrangle  me.  Finding  that  meafure  unfuccefsful,  he  obtained 
fome  corro/ive  fublimatey  and  put  it  into  a  difh  that  one  of  the 
ilaves  was  dreffing.    She  was  honeft  and  gmerous  enough  to 

inform 
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inform  me  of  it,  or  the  fcheme  would  probably  have  taken 
efied,  as  I  had  certainly  then  no  fufpicion.  The  villain  on 
returning,  after  a  few  hours,  and  finding  that  the  poifon  had 
not  produced  its  effed,  vented  his  rage  on  the  flave,  and  had 
nearly  ftrangled  her  with  a  cord,  when  I  interfered  and  forced 
him  to  leave  hen  The  next  fcheme  was  an  accufation  of 
debauching  his  flaves,  which  after  a  tedious  inveftigation  before 
the  civil  judge,  and  then  the  Melek  of  Jelabs,  I  waa  able  to 
refute.  Other  attempts,  planned  with  fuificient  art,  were  made 
agsunft  my  life,  which,  however,  I  had  equal  good  fortune  in 
efcaping. 

In  the  fummer  of  1795,  I  received  the  fecond  payment  for 
the  property  in  the  Sultan's  hands,  which  confifted  of  female 
camels  {naia).  The  fame  injuftice  operated  on  this  occafion  as 
before.  After  all  the  other  creditors  of  the  monarch  had  been 
fatisfied,  I  was  directed  to  choofe  from  what  remained :  two 
of  which,  as  ufual,  were  allotted  as  equivalent  to  a  flave, 
though  of  fo  inferior  a  kind,  that  three  would  not  have  been 
fufiicient  to  purchafe  one. 


After  having  received  thefe,  I  was  preparing  to  return  to 
Cobb^,  when  a  meflage  came  to  require  my  attendance  on  a  fick 
perfon.  The  patient  was  brother  of  the  Melek  of  the  Jelabs. 
He  was  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  peripneumony,  and  I  immediately 
faw  the  cafe  was  defperate ;  but  was  forced  to  remain  there 
with  the  fick  man,  adminiftering  fuch  remedies  as  his  fituation 
permitted  the  application  of,  till  he  expired.  Two  guides  were 
fent  to  accompany  me  home,  but  coming  to  a  torrent  that 

GG  2  crofied 
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croiTed  the  road,  (it  was  the  middle  of  tHe  ISarify  or  wet 
feafon,)  they  were  fear&i  of  pafling  it,  and  returned,  after 
endeavouring  in  vain  to  perfuade  me  to  do  the  fame.  I  wae 
obliged  to  abandon  the  camel,  which  belonged  to  the  Melek, 
and  purfue  my  journey  on  foot. 

The  time  I  was  conilrained  to  devote  to  this  patient  aflS>rded 
«ne  an  opportunity  of  remarking  the  7rue  believer^ x  praSict  of 
pbjific^  No  mummery,  that  ever  was  invented  by  human  im^ 
becility  to  banifli  the  puny  fears  of  mortality,  was  foi^otten  to 
be  put  in  pradtice.  The  difeafe  was  fometimes  exorcifed  as  a 
malignant  fpirit,  at  others  deprecated  as  the  juft  vifitation  of  the 
Deity :  two  or  three  thoufand  fatbas  were  to  be  uttered,  and 
numbered  at  the  fame  moment  on  a  chaplet ;  and  fentences  of 

the  Koran  were  then  written  on  a  board,  which  being  waflied 

• 

dSL^  the  inky  water  was  offered  to  the  lick  man  to  drink^  when 
he  wais  no  longer  able  to  open  his  mouth.  But  though  this 
puerile  anxiety  prevailed  fo  long  as  the  man  remawed  alive, 
the  moment  he  was  dead,  all  funk  into  ttndiftuifaed  compofucis, 
except  a  few  of  the  women,  who  officioufly  daiquieted  the 
living,  with  vociferations  of  afie^ed  forrow  for  the  dead. 

Near  the  end  of  th^  year  1 795,  a  body  of  troops  was  mus- 
tered and  reviewed,  who  were  to  replace  thofe  that  had, died  of 
the  ImaU-pox  in  Kordofan,  which  it  was  &id  amooptdd  to  ixkote, 
than  half  the  ^rmy.  The  fpoils  which  had  been  taken  from 
Halhem,  were  alfo  on  this  occafion  oftentatioufly  difplayed. 
They  conlailed  of  eighty  Haves,  male  and  female,  but  the 
greater  proportion   of  the   latter^  nxany  of  them  were  very 

beautiful. 
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beautiful,  nor  the  le&  interefting,  that  though  the  change  ia 
their  fituation  could  not  be  very  Important,  their  countenances 
were  marked  with  defpondency.  To  thefe  fucceeded  five 
hundred  oxen  and  two  hundred  large  camels ;  the  whole  pro* 
ceifion  concluded  with  eighty  horfes,  and  many  articles  of 
kfs  value  borne  by  flaves.  Shouts  rent  the  air,  of  **  Long  live 
el  Sultan  Abd-el-rachman  el  ralhid !  May  God  render  him 
always  vidtorious  !** 

A  fliort  time  after  I  caufed  a  petition  to  be  drawn  up,  which 
was  prefented  by  Ali-el-Chatib  to  the  Sultan,  in  which  I  ftated 
my  fufierings,  requefted  payment  of  what  yet  remained  due  to 
me,  and  permiffion  to  proceed  on  my  journey  to  KordofSut. 
Though  the  perfon  who  prefented  it  was  a  man  of  confiderable 
weight,  no  anfwer  was  given.  I  therefore  followed  it  up  by  a 
Tifit  in  perfon,  which  I  had  refolved  fhould  be  my  laft.  My 
arrival  was  no  fooner  known,  than  I  was  direded  as  before  to 
attend  fome  fick  perfon.  This  I  pofitively  refufed  to  do ;  and  ^ 
it  was  many  days  before  I  could  be  admitted  at  court,  for 
Fowaz,  the  Melek  of  Jelabs,  was  grown  tired  of  his  oBice.  I 
therefore  accompanied  (nth  December  1795)  the  Chatib  to 
the  monarch's  prefence,  and  fhortly  fUted  what  I  came  to  r&- 
queft,  which  the  former  feconded,  though  not  with  the  zeal  that 
I  might  have  wiihed.  To  my  demand  of  permiflion  to  travel 
no  anfwer  was  returned.  But  the  generous  and  hofpitable  mo- 
parch,  who  had  received  from  me  the  value  of  about  7^0 
piaflers  in  goods,  and  notwithftanding  that  my  claim  was  well 
iupported,  condefcended  to  give  me  twenty  meagre  oxen,  in 
value  about  1 20  piaflers !  The  flate  of  my  purfe  would  not  per- 
mit 
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mit  me  to  refufe  even  this  mean  fupply,  and  I  bad  adieu  to 
£1  Fafher,  as  I  hoped  for  ever. 

Another  accident  happened  at  this  time,  which  awaked  my 
attention  to  perfonal  fecurity.  Being  retired  at  night  to  a  fmall 
diftance  from  my  apartment,  a  fpear  was  thrown  over  the 
fence,  grazed  my  (houlder,  and  ftuck  in  the  ground  near  me. 
I  ran  to  the  place  whence  it  came,  but  faw  no  one,  and  in  vsun 
endeavoured  to  difcover  the  owner  of  it. 

Having  applied  the  value  of  the  oxen  to  preparatives  for  the 
journey  to  Egypt,  the  report  of  the  caravan's  departure  grow- 
ing daily  ftronger,  I  loft  no  time  in  joining  the  Chablr, 
who  was  then  encamped  at  Le  Maimer^  (3d  March  1 796,)  a 
fmall  village  about  three  days'  journey  North  of  Cobbe,  where 
was  a  tolerable  fupply  of  water,  but  no  other  requifite  for 
living. 

Two  nights  previoufly  to  leaving  Cobbe  I  received  a  letter, 
imprefled  with  the  feal  of  Fowas,  Melek  of  Jelabs,  importing  that 
he  (Fowas)  had  obtained  from  the  Sultan  for  me  the  permiflion 
I  had  fo  often  eauneftly  fouglht,  vi%.  of  paffing  through  Kor- 
dofan  to  Sennaar,  and  that  nothing  remsuned  but  to  repair  to 
£1  Fafher,  and  fet  out  from  that  place.  My  aftonifliment  was 
great  at  finding  that  what  had  fo  conftantly  and  contume-^ 
lioufly  been  reftifed,  (hould  now  be  fpontaneoufly  offered.  I 
therefore  immediately  went  to  fome  of  the  merchants,  in 
whom  I  had  the  greateft  confidence,  to  inquire  their  opinion. 
All  of  them  ftrongly  difluaded  me  from  paying  any  attention 

to 
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to  the  Mdek's  letter,  hinting  at  the  fame  time  that  they  under- 
flood  what  it  meant.  I  acquiefced,  notwithftanding  my  earned 
defire  of  going  eaftward ;  and  it  afterwards  was  proved  to  me 
in  a  way  fufficiently  clear,  that  this  letter  was  the  refult  of  a 
fcheme  concerted  between  the  Melek  and  my  fervant  Ali,  by 
which  it  was  contrived  that  I  ihould  reach  the  eaftern  confine, 
and  there  perifh  by  the  hands  of  my  attendants. 

During  my  refidence  at  £1  Fafher  and  Cobbe,  I  had  been 
repeatedly  aflured,  and  that  from  thofe  perfons  who  were  beft 
informed,  that  the  Sultan  never  meant  to  permit  my  departure ; 
and  the  imperfect  compenfation  he  had  directed  for  what  had 
been  brought  him  confirmed  that  opinion.  But  as  I  knew 
much  is  done  among  perfons  of  that  defcription  by  whifpers, 
I  took  care  to  fpread  them  thickly  in  his  way.  To  the  Chabir 
I  promifed  an  ample  recompence  for  his  afliftance,  and  fet 
before  him  the  confequences  of  his  appearing  in  Kahira  without 
me.  I  alfo  offered  proofs  that  I  had  been  able  to  difpatch  let- 
ters to  Egypt,  unknown  to  the  government  here.  The  Chabir 
did  not  negled  to  ufe  his  intereft  with  the  Sultan ;  and  whe- 
ther the  latter  was  really  intimidated  by  thefe  vain  infinuations, 
whether  he  had  begun  to  hold  a  more  fiivourable  opinion  of 
me  from  my  having  been  fo  long  in  the  country  without 
attempting  any  thing  improper,  or  whether  he  was  not  in  reality 
much  more  tranquil  and  indifferent  on  the  fubjedt  than  we  at 
that  time  imagined,  I  cannot  even  now  with  certainty  afiirm. 

We  arrived  at  Le  Haimer  about  a  month  before  Ramadan, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  fixth  day  of  £1  Hedge,  the  fecond  month 

after 
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after  that  faft,  that  we  ai^ually  commenced  our  journey  to 
Egypt.  In  the  mean  time  having  pitched  the  tent  under  a 
great  tree,  where  we  were  flieltered  from  the  rays  of  the  fun^ 
and  in  tolerable  fecurity,  I  fed  on  polenta  {as^ide)  and  water 
with  the  camel-drivers.  I  had  collected  eight  camels  for  the 
journey,  but  the  beft  of  them  was  ftokn  while  grazing.  An- 
other died ;  and  to  fupply  his  place  I  was  obliged  to  feek  one 
on  credit,  for  my  whole  exchangeable  property  at  that  time 
amounted  only  to  about  eight  piafters. 

While  the  caravan  was  aiTembling,  an  incident  happened 
which  may  deferve  mention.  The  Muggrebins  of  EJwah, 
having  pafled  by  $elime,  crofied  the  defert  (a  route  of  three 
or  four  days)  to  Dongola,  where  they  carried  off  goods  and 
captives.  Among  thefe  was  a  Dongolefe  girl,  of  fourteen  years 
of  age,  who  was  fold  in  Upper  Egypt,  and  carried  to  Kahira, 
where  fhe  was  bought  by  an  Arab,  who  had.  afterwards  returned 
.to  Dar  Fur  with  his  property.  The  girl  being  recogn'^zed  by 
fome  Dongolefe,  of  her  own  tribe,  refident  in  Fur,  the  queftion 
came  before  the  Melek  of  the  diftrid,  and  was  referred  to  the 
monarch.  Her  mailer  pleaded  the  purchafe  at  a  valuable  con- 
fideration ;  but  it  was  decided  that  having  been  free,.ihe  was 
not  a  fubjed  of  fale,  and  (he  was  reflored  to  her  friends. 

This  pretext  of  an  accufation  for  purchafing  free  perfons  is 

often  ufed  to  extort  money  from  rich  merchants,  and  an  in- 

fiance  happened,  within  my  knowlege,  in  which  the  purchafef 

was  condemned,  not  only  to  forfeit  two  females,  but  to  pay  a 

fine  of  feven  flaves  for  each.     Such,  is  the  fole  attention  which 

the  government  pays  to  the  freedom  of  the  fiibjed. 

Our 
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Our  voyage,  once  commenced,  was  continued  with  little 
remarkable,  except  the  violent  heat.  We  returned  by  the  only 
caravan  route,  Bir  el  malab^  Legbea^  Selime^  Sbeb^  and  Elwab. 
Our  provifions  were  indifferent,  and  in  fmall  quantity.  The 
camel-drivers  regaled  themfelves  with  the  flefli  of  thofe  animals, 
when  they  chanced  to  be  difabled  on  the  road.  When  we  came 
to  Beiris  we  were  met  by  a  Caflief,  who  welcomed  the  Jelabs 
with  an  exhibition  of  fire  works ;  on  this  occaGon  he  treats  the 
chief  lAerchants  with  coffee,  and  prefents  to  each  a  benijb  of 
coarfe  cloth,  worth  about  a  guinea,  expedling,  however,  in 
return,  a  flave  from  each,  worth  at  leaft  ten  guineas.  When  I 
arrived  at  Afliut  it  was  four  months  fince  I  had  eaten  of  animal 
food.  TTie  hard  living,  heat,  and  fatigue,  occafioned  a  diarrhea 
which  much  weakened  me ;  but  before  leaving  Afliut,  where  I 
paffed  about  twenty  days,  it  was  confiderably  abated. 
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CHAP.     XVII. 


DAR-FUR. 


topography  of  Fur ^  voitbfome  account  of  its  various  iababitants. 

m 

JL  HE  town  called  Cobbe,  as  being  the  principal  refidence  of 
the  merchants,  and  placed  almofl;  in  the  diredl  road  from  the 
North  to  the  South  extremity  of  the  country,  fhall,  for  the  fake 
of  perfpicuity,  though  not  centrally  fituated,  be  confidered  as  the 
capital  of  Dar-Fur, 


I  found  it  to  be  in  lat.  14°  11'  long.  E.  G.  28**  8'.  This 
town  is  more  than  two  miles  in  length,  but  very  narrow,  and 
the  houfes,  each  of  which  occupies  within  its  inclofure  a  large 
portion  of  ground,  are  divided  by  confiderable  wade.  The 
principal,  or  poffibly  the  only  view  of  convenience  by  which 
the  natives  appear  to  have  been  governed  in  their  choice  of 
fituation  and  mode  of  building,  muft  have  been  that  of  having 
the  refidence  near  the  fpot  rented  or  inherited  by  them  for  the 
purpofe  of  cultivation.  The  town  is  full  of  trees  of  feveral 
kinds,  among  which  are  the  palm,  delcibj  &c.  but  chiefly  the 
beglig  and  the  nebbek^  which  give  it  an  agreeable  appearance  at 
a  fmall  diftance,  for  being  fituated  in  a  plain,  it  is  not  diftindly 

vifible  more  than  four  or  five  miles  in  any  diredion. 

« 
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During  the  rzinj  feafon,  the  ground  on  which  it  ftands  is 
furrounded  by  a  wcuS  or  torrent.  Fronting  it  to  the  Eaft,  (for 
the  town  extends  from  North  to  South,)  is  a  mountain  or  rock, 
diftinguiihed  by  the  fame  appellation.  It  is  not  memorable  for 
its  height,  nor  indeed  for  any  thing  but  as  being  the  refort  of* 
hyenas  and  jackals  ;  yet  it  forms  part  of  a  ridge  of  hills,  or 
rocks,  for  there  is  little  earth  on  them,  which  runs  from  North 
to  South  for  many  leagues. 

The  inhabitants  are  fupplied  with  water  from  wells,  of  fmall 
depth,  which  are  dug  within  the  inclofure  of  many  of  the 
houfes  ;  but  the  beft  of  them  are  thofe  which  are  in  or  near  the 
bed  of  the  torrent.  The  water  is  generally  turbid,  and  though 
not  apparently  poflefling  any  injurious  quality,  has  often  an 
ungrateful  flavour.  The  quantity  too  is  not  always  equal  to  the 
public  confumption,  which  fometimes  throws  the  people  into 
diflScukies  before  the  periodical  return  of  the  nuns.  Their  man- 
ner of  digging  is  fo  unfkilful,  that  the  foil  often  collapfes  ;  and 
the  fame  well  is  feldom  ufeful  for  more  than  three  or  four 
months  fuccefiively. 

There  are  fome  villages,  at  fmall  diftances,  in  various  direc- 
tions from  Cobbe,  which  are  dependent  on  it,  and  increafe  its 
apparent  population.  To  the  N.  E.  by  N.  Ilellet  Haffduy  inha- 
bited altogether  by  the  people  of  Dongola.  It  has  been  ^governed 
many  years  by  tKe  Chabir  Hajfan  wullad  Nqfr^  one  of  the  oldeft 

*  Here  is  one  among  many  inftances  of  tacit  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of 
the  head  of  a  tribe,  though  unfurniflied  with  any  exprefs  deputation  from- the 

government. 
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of  tltem,  who  had  been  formerly  once,  or  more  than  once,^ 
Cbabir  (leader)  of  the  jelabs  on  their  journey  to  Kahira,  and  a 
man,  as  I  have  generally  underflood,  refpedlable  for  his  talents 
and  his  virtues.  North  and  North- weft,  Nukti  and  HelUt^bumm&r^ 
South,  Hellet-eUAtamni  and  Hellet  Jemin-Ullab.  South-weft 
and  Weft,  Hellet^eUFukkara  and  Bweru  There  are  fome  other 
(mailer  ones,  the  names  of  which  I  have  either  never  learned  or 
have  forgotten. 

On  all  fides  Cobbe  is  furrounded  by  a  plain.  To  the  Weft 
and  South- weft  it  extends  to  the  foot  of  Kerda  and  Malba^  tw(>; 
rough  mountains  or  rocks,  at  about  twenty-miles  diftance  in 
that  direction.  South  it  is  bounded  by  Gebcl  Cufa^  at  near 
twelve  miles  diftance,  near  which  are  feen  fome  villages.  South-^ 
eaft  it  extends  to  Barbogf^  and  is  there  bounded,  on  the  North- 
eaft,  by  Gebcl  Wanna^  and  on  the  Eaft  South-eaft  by  a  wadi  or 
torrent,  which  bears  its  name,  and  the  fands  {^go%e)  beyond  k« 
But  to  the  Eaft  there  is  no  e^Aent  of  level  ground  ;  the  whde 
road  from  Sweini  North,  Xo.Gidid  South,  being  bounded  in 
that  dire^ion  by  a  mountain,  firft  under  the  name  of  Tega^ 
and  then  under  that  of  Wanna.  Gebel  Cobbe  ftands  almoft 
infulated,  and  is  placed  Weft  of  the  latter.  In  C!obbe  there  are 
very  few  houfes,  perhaps  none,  inhabited  by  natives  of  Fur* 
The  people  are  all  merchants  and  foreigners.  The  other 
more  noted  towns  of  the  empire  are,  Sweinij  K&rma^  Cubcabia^ 
Riij  Coursj  Sbobay  Gididy  GelU.  Sweini  is  fituated  almoft  North 
of  Cobbe,  at  the  diftance  of  more  than  two  days  diligent  travel- 
ling. Kourma,  a  fmall  town,  Weft  by  South,  at  the  diftance  of 
four  and  a  half  or  five  hours— twelve  or  thirteen  miles.     Cub- 

cabia, 
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cabia,  a  more  confiderable  one,  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  vifity 
but  it  is  defcribed  as  nearly  due  Weft,  at  the  diftance  of  two 
days  and  a  half.  The  road  is  rocky  and  mountainous,  and  of 
coorfe  may  be  fuppofed  fomewhat  circuitous.  Cours,  a  place 
of  little  note.  North-weft  by  Weft,  at  five  hours  and  a  half  tra- 
veiling  from  Cobbe.  Ril  is  fomething  more  than  three  days 
removed  from  it,  in  the  diredtion  South-^puth-eaft ;  and  as  the 
toad  is  good  and  lies  through  a  plain,  this  cannot  be  eftimated 
at  much  lefs  than  fixty  miles.  Shoba  is  two  days  and  a  half 
from  Cobbe. 

Gidid  is  nearly  South-eaft,  and  about  one  day  and  a  half 
from  Cobbe.  Gelle  is  not  far  from  Cubcabia,  but  fome  hours 
further  removed  to  the  South.  Sweini  is  the  general  refort  of 
the  merchants  trading  to  Egypt,  both  in  going  and  returning, 
and  thence  derives  its  chief  importance.  Provifions,  of  moft 
kinds  which  the  country  affords,  are  found  there  in  pleuty,  and 
and  while  the  jelabs  remain  there,  a  daily  market  is  held.  The 
Chatib,  and  fome  other  of  the  principal  merchants  have  houies 
there,  for  the  convenience  of  lodging  their  property,  as  the  ca-» 
ravans  pafs  and  repafs.  A  Melek,  with  a  fmall  number  of 
troc^s,  is  always  ftationed  there  to  receive  them.  The  town 
therefore  may  be  confidered  as  in  fome  meafure  the  key  of  that 
road,  though  not  entirely  fo,  as  there  are  two  others  which 
lead  from  the  center  of  Dar-Fur  towards  Egypt,  without  going 
to  Sweini. 

'    The  poorer  people  who  conftantly  live  there,  are  either  of  the 
province  called  Zeghawa,  or  Arabs. 

la 
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In  Kourma,  the  merchants  who  occupy  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  place,  are  called  the  Jtiara^  mod  of  them  born  in  the 
Upper  Egypt.  Exclufively  of  them  and  their  dependents,  the 
number  of  people  in  that  town  is  inconfiderable.  Twice  in 
the  week  a  market  is  held  there  for  meat  and  other  provifions, 
as  at  Gobbe. 

Cubcabia  is  a  confiderable  town,  and  its  inhabitants  various 
and  numerous.  It  forms  the  key  of  the  Weftem  roads,  as 
Sweini  of  the  Northern  ;  and  is  the  depot  of  all  the  merchan*- 
dize  that  is  brought  from  that  quarter.  A  market  is  held  there 
twice  a  week,  in  which  the  chief  medium  of  exchange  for  arti- 
cles of  fmall  value  is  fait,  which  the  inhabitants  make  by  col- 
iedling  and  boiling  the  earth  of  thofe  places  where  horfes,  afies, 
or  other  animals  have  been  long  flationary.  This  market  is  ce- 
lebrated for  the  quantity  of  tokeas^  and  for  the  manufacture,  if 
fo  it  may  be  called,  of  leather,  which  they  are  very  dextrous  in 
dripping  of  the  hair,  tanning,  and  then  forming  into  large  and 
durable  facks  for  corn,  {geraubsy)  water,  {ray^  and  other  pur- 
pofes.  The  tokeas  are  cotton  cloths,  of  five,  fix,  or  eight  yards 
long,  and  eighteen  to  twenty-two  inches  wide :  they  are  ftrong 
but  coarfe,  and  form  the  covering  of  all  the  lower  clafs  of  both 

« 

fexes.  The  inhabitants  are  partly  Furians,  who  fpeak  their  own 
language,  in  part  Arabs,  and  partly  from  fome  of  the  Weftem 
countries,  as  Bergoo,  &c.  There  are  alfo  fome  of  the  race  called 
Felatta^  and  other  defcriptions. 

InCours  are  found  fome  merchants  from  the  river;  the  remain- 
der zx^fukkara^  who  affedt  extraordinary  iandity,  and  are  diftin- 

guifhed 
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guiflied  for  their  intolerance  and  brutality  to  ftrangers.  Ril  is 
inhabited  partly  by  Furians ;  but  there  are  alfo  fome  foreign 
merchants.  During  the  reign  of  Sultan  Teraub  there  appear  to 
have  been  many  more  there  ;  for  he  had  built  a  houfe,  and 
made  the  town  his  uAial  refidence  in  time  of  peace.  But  Abd- 
el-rachman  has  abandoned  it,  probably  from  the  fear  attendant 
on  ufurpation.  Ril  *  is  the  key  of  the  South  and  £aft  roads,  as 
Cubcabia  of  the  Weft,  and  Sweini  of  the  North ;  and  therefore 
a  Melek  with  a  body  of  troops  commonly  refides  there,  as  a 
guard  to  the  frontier,  and  to  keep  the  Arabs,  who  abound  in 
that  neighbourhood,  in  fubje£tion.  It  is  a  place  eminently  fit*- 
ted  for  the  Imperial  reddence,  being  abundantly  fupplied  with 
fre(h  water  from  a  large  pool,  which  is  never  completely  dry, 
with  bread  from  Sa/d  f ,  with  meat,  milk,  and  butter  from  the 
Arabs,  who  breed  cattle,  and  with  vegetables  from  a  foil  well 
adapted  to  horticulture  ;  nor  are  they  without  a  kind  of  tena- 
cious clay,  which,  with  little  preparation,  becomes  a  durable 
material  for  building.  In  Shoba,  another  town  of  fome.  note, 
was  an  houfe  of  Sultan  Teraub.  The  place  is  faid  to  be  well 
fupplied  with  water,  and  there  are  fome  chalk  pits  near  it,  from 
which  that  material  was  drawn  at  the  time  I  was  in  the  country. 
Thefe   pits  were  then  almoft  exhaufted,  for  the  purpofe  of 

*  Sultan  Teraub  ufed  always  to  rcGde  at  Ril,  but  the  prefent  monarch,  ot 
ufurper,  is  induced  by  his  fears  to  wander  from  place  to  place.  The  iirft  place 
I  faw  him  at  was  Hegligi  the  next  was  Titti*^  the  third  was  Tendelii^  where  he 
pafled  about  a  year. 

f  The  Furians,  it  may  be  remarked,  diftinguifli  the  South  part  of  their  empire 
by  this  term,  as  well  as  the  Egyptians. 

adorning 
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adorning  the  royal  reiidence,  and  fome  others,  with  a  kind  of 
white- wafh.  In  Shoba  reftde  fome  jelabs  ;  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple are  Furians,  and  occupied  in  other  purfuits. 

Gidid  has  alfo  a  competent  fupply  of  water,  and  is  near 
the  road  from  Cobbe  to  Rih  Its  bearing  from  the  former  is 
South-eaft.  It  is  a  town  of  Fukkara^  who  are  reported  to  be  fo 
little  famous  for  hofpitality,  that  they  will  hardly  furnifh  to  a 
traveller  water  to  allay  his  thirft.  In  this  town  are  many 
houfes,  and  fome  of  them  belong  to  merchants  who  derive  their 
origin  from  the  Eaftward. 

Gelle  was  efteemed  lefs  flourifhing  than  moft  other  towns  of 
Dar-Fur,  being  under  the  galling  tyranny  of  a  prieft.  The 
Faqui  Seradge^  one  of  the  two  principal  Imams  of  the  Sultan,  a 
man  of  intrigue  and  confummate  hypocrify,  had  gained  an 
afcendancy  over  his  mafter,  and  diftanced  all  competitors  at 
court.  Gelle  was  his  native  place,  and  the  people  of  the  town 
were  become  his  dependents.  His  unfated  avarice  left  them  nei- 
ther apparel  nor  a  mat  to  lie  on  ;  and  his  immortal  malice  per- 
fecuted  them  for  having  no  more  to  plunder.  The  greater  part 
of  the  people  are  either  Corobati  or  Felatia  (two  tribes)  j  of  the 
latter  fort  is  Xht  faqui. 

The  greater  part  of  the  people  inhabiting  Cobbe  confifts,  as 
hath  been  already  obferved,  of  merchants.  The  generality  of 
them  are  employed  in  trading  to  Egypt,  and  fome  of  them  are 
natives  of  that  country ;  but  the  greater  number  come  from 
the  river.     The  latter  clafs,  if  from  circumftances  a  conjedure 

may 
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may  be  hazarded,  feem  firft  to  have  opened  the  dired  commu- 
nication between  Egypt  and  FAr.  For  many  years  their  native 
countriea,  Dongola,  Mahas,  and  all  the  borders  of  the  Nile  as 
far  as  Sennaar,  vrhich,  according  to  report,  are  in  all  the  gifts  of 
nature  much  fuperior  to  Dar-Fur,  have  been  the  fcene  of  devaf^ 
tatioQ  and  bloodflied,  having  no  fettled  government,  but  being 
continually  torn  by  internal  divifions,  and  harafled  by  the  in^ 
roads  of  the  Sbaikii  and  other  tribes  of  Arabs,  who  inhabit  the 
region  between  the  river  and  the  Red  Sea.  Such  of  the  natives 
as  were  in  a  condition  to  fupport  themfelves  by  traffic,  or  by 
manual  labour,  in  confequeoce  emigrated,  and  many  of  them 
retired  to  the  Weft.  Thefe  people,  accuftomed  in  their  native 
country  to  a  fhort  and  eafy  communication  with  Egypt,  and 
impelled  by  the  proipe£t  of  immenfe  profit,  which  a  farther 
attempt  of  the  fame  kind  promifed  them,  opened  the  route 
which  the  Jelabs  now  purfue.     But  to  return  to  CtAbL--^ 

Some  Egyptians,  chiefly  from  Said,  a  few  Tunifines,  natives 
of  Tripoli,  and  others,  come  and  go  with  the  caravans,  only 
remaining  long  enough  to  fell  their  goods.  Others  have  mar- 
ried in  Dar-Fur,  and  are  now  perfe(9:ly  naturalized,  and  recog- 
nized as  itibjed  to  the  Sultan.  The  fathers  being  no  more,  the 
children  are  in  many  inftances  eftabliflied  in  their  room,  and 
are  engaged  in  the  fame  occupations. 

The  remainder  of  them  confifts  of  foreigoiprs,  coming  from 
Dongda,  Mahas,  Sennaar,  and  Kordofio,  who  are  generally  re- 
marked as  indefatigable  in  commerce,  but  daring,  reftlefs,  and 
feditious,   (whicli  confideration  has  induced  the  prefent  Sul- 
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tan  to  ufe  fome  efforts  to  banifh  them  from  his  dominionSy) 
and  the  offspring  of  thofe  whofe  parents  have  emigrated, 
and  who  are  themfelves  born  in  Dar-Fur.  The  latter  are  often 

« 

people  of  debauched  manners,  and  not  remarkable  for  the 
fame  fpirit  of  enterprife  as  the  actual  emigrates.  Gradually 
formed  to  the  defpotifm  which  coerces  their  external  de-- 
portment,  and  feeks  to  crufh  and  fterilize  even  the  feeds  of 
energy,  fome  what  of  the  fpirit  of  their  progenitors  yet  rem^dns : 
the  affections  indeed  are  turned  aikance,  but  not  eradicated.  The 
pufhes  that  fhould  have  been  made  ad  auras  atbereasy  oppofed 
revert  to  Tartarus.  The  luxuriancy  of  mental  vigour,  though 
repulfed  and  forcibly  inverted,  flill  extends  its  ramifications. 
Its  pallefcent  fhoots  pierce  the  dunghill,  when  not  permitted  to 
open  themfelves  to  the  influence  of  the  fun.  The  active  mind 
may  defcend  to  brutal  fenfuality,  when  it  can  no  longer  expand 
itfelf  in  a  more  fane  exercife* 

The  people  firft  mentioned  commonly  among  themfelves 
ufe  the  language  of  Barabra^  though  they  alfo  fpeak  Arabic. 
The  latter  are  generally  unacquainted  with  any  language  but 
the  Arabic.  They  ufually  intermarry  with  each  other,  or  with 
the  Arabs.  Some  of  them  avoid  marrying,  and  cohabit  only 
with  their  flaves,  feldom  taking  to  wife  a  Furian  woman.  Both 
thefe  defcriptions  of  men  are  eafily  diftinguifhable  from  the 
natives  of  the  country  *,  being  ufually  of  a  more  olive  com- 

*  On  the  Eaft  of  F&r  there  is  a  particular  tribe  of  Arabs,  who  curl  their  hair, 
as  it  were,  in  a  buihy  wig,  refembling  that  of  the  antient  figures  in  the  ruins  of 
Perfepolis.  It  is  probable  that  many  fragments  of  antient  nations  may  be  found 
in  the  interior  of  Africa.  Carthaginians  expelled  by  the  Romans,  Vandals  by 
Belifarius,  &c.  &c. 

plexion. 
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plexlon,  and  having  a  form  of  vifage  more  nearly  refembling 
the  European,  with  fliort  curly  black  hair,  but  not  wool.  They 
are  a  well-fized  and  well-formed  people,  and  have  often  an 
agreeable  and  expreffive  countenance,  though  fometimes  indi-* 
eating  (if  fo  much  faith  may  be  given  to  phyfiognomy)  violent 
paifions  and  a  mutable  temper.  Such  are  the  inhabitants  of 
Cobbe.  South-eafl  of  the  town,  in  a  large  open  fpace  adapted 
to  the  purpofe,  a  market  *  is  held  twice  in  the  week,  (Monday 
and  Friday,)  in  which  are  fold  provifions  of  every  kind,  and,*  in 
ihort,  all  the  commodities  which  the  country  produces,  or 
which  are  derived  from  Egypt  and  other  quarters.  Slaves 
however,  though  fometimes  brought  to  the  market,  are  now 
commonly  fold  privately,  which  is  not  unfrequently  complained 
of  as  an  evil,  inafmuch  as  it  facilitates  the  fale  of  fuch  as  have 
been  ftolen  from  other  quarters.  The  people  of  Barabra  and 
KordofSn  cannot  relinquifh  their  favorite  liquor,  and  as  all  who 
drink  perfift  in  drinking  till  they  are  completely  inebriated,  the 
natural  violence  of  their  temper  is  increafed,  and  gives  occafion 
to  continual  difputes,  which  frequently  are  not  decided  without 
blows,  and  occafionally  terminate  in  bloodfhed. 

*  In  the  market  held  at  Cobb^,  there  are  flaughtered  ordinarily  from  ten  to 
fifteen  oxen,  and.  from  forty,  to  fixtyfheep;  but  all  the  villages,  fix  or  eight 
miles  round,  are  thence  fupplied. 

It  is  ufual  for  the  people  of  the  town  to  lay  in  their  annual  ftock  of  grain 
when  cheapeft,  which  is  commonly  about  the  month  of  December.  At  that 
time  two,  fometimes  three  nids  (pecks)  of  millet  {^Dokn)  may  be  had  for  a  ftring 
of  beads,  worth  about  one  penny  fterling  in  Kahira. 
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There  are  in  the  town  four  or  five  MeSchs^  where  boys  are 
taught  to  read,  and,  if  they  wi(h  it,  to  write.  Such  of  the 
Fukkara  as  fill  the  office  of  ledurer,  inftruA  gratuitoufly  the 
children  of  the  indigent ;  hue  from  thofe  who  are  in  eafy  cir--» 
cumftances  they  are  accuftomed  to  receive  a  fmall  remuneration* 
Two  or  three  ledure  in  the  Koran,  and  two  others  in  wha( 
they  call  Elm^  theology. 

There  was,  at  the  time  of  my  arrival,  only  one  fmall  mofque, 
a  little  fquare  room,  formed  by  walls  of  clay,  where  the  Fuk-^ 
kara  were  accuftomed  to  meet  thrice  in  the  week.  The  Cadi 
of  the  place  was  a  certain  Faqui  Abd-cUracbmAn^  a  man  much 
in  the  decline  of  life,  originally  of  Sennaar.  He  had  ftudied 
at  the  yama-eUazbcr  in  Kahira,  and  was  much  reputed  in  the 
place  for  the  juflice  and  impartiality  of  his  decifions,  and  the 
uniform  fandity  of  his  life.  He  funk .  under  the  weight  of 
years  and  infirmity,  during  the  fecond  year  after  my  arrival, 
and  the  charge  of  Cadi  was  committed  by  the  monarch  to 
another,  who  was  almoft  incapacitated  from  executing  the  du-> 
ties  of  it,  as  well  by  a  painful  diforder  as  by  his  great  age« 
The  more  a£kive  part  of  the  office,  therefore,  was  difcharged  by 
his  fon,  who  was  as  remarkable  for  corruption  as  the  Faqui 
Abd^l^racbmAn  had  been  for  integrity.  Whether  from  indigo- 
nation  at  this  man's  unworthinefs,  or  envy  of  his  pre-eminence, 
is  uncert^n,  a  divifion  enfued  among  the  Fukkara^  and  part 
of  them  united  under  Hajfan^  part  under  Bellilu^  a  man  faid 
to  be  learned  in  the  laws,  but  of  a  forbidding  and  ungracious 
deportment.     The  former,  with  the  countenance  and  affiftance 
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of  the  Sultan,  had  commenced  building  a  mofque  more  fpa- 
cious  than  that  above  mentioned  ;  but  I  obferved  it  went  on 
flowly,  though  the  material  for  building  was  nothing  better 
m  more  coftly  than  clay.  The  area  inclofed  was  about  fixty- 
four  feet  fquare,  and  the  walls  were  to  be  three  feet  thick. 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

DAR-Ftiy  R. 

On  the  mode  of  travelling  in  Africa — Seafons  in  Dar^Fur-^^ 
Animals — ^adrupeds — Birds — Reptiles  and  InfeSs — Metals 
and  Minerals — Plants. 

\J  N  £  mode  of  travelling,  with  fmall  variations,  obtains 
through  all  the  north  of  Africa.  I  mean  by  caravans  (from 
j^5  Karu^  to  wander  from  place  to  place).  When  the  inha- 
bitants have  occafion  to  pafs  the  boundaries  of  their  refped^ive 
ftates,  they  form  themfelves  into  a  larger  or  fmaller  body, 
united  under  one  head.  Their  aflbciation  is  produced  by  con- 
fiderations  of  mutual  convenience  and  fecurity,  as  even  the  mod 
eafy  and  fafeft  of  the  roads  they  are  to  pafs,  would  yet  be  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  for  a  fingle  traveller. 

Three  didind:  caravans  are  employed  in  bringing  flaves,  and 
other  commodities,  from  the  interior  of  Africa  to  Kahira.  One 
of  them  comes  ftraight  from  Murzuk,  the  capital  of  Fezzan, 
another  from  Sennaar,  and  the  third  from  Fur.  They  do  not 
arrive  at  fixed  periods,  but  after  a  greater  or  lefs  interval,  ac- 
cording to  the  fuccefs  they  may  have  had  in  procuring  flaves, 
and  fuch  other  articles  as  are  fitted  to  the  market,  the  orders 
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of  their  refpedive  rulers,  and  various  other  accidental  circum- 
ftances. 

The  Fezzan  caravan  is  under  the  bell  regulations.  The 
merchants  from  that  place  employ  about  fifty  days  in  their 
pafTage  from  Murzuk  to  Kahira ;  which  city  they  as  often  as 
poflible  contrive  to  reach  a  little  before  the  commencement  of 
Ramadan,  that  fuch  as  find  themfelves  inclined  to  perform  the 
pilgrimage,  may  be  prepared  to  accompany  the  Emir  of  Mifn 
The  fale  of  their  goods  feldom  employs  them  in  the  city  much 
more  than  two  months ;  after  the  expiration  of  which, .  thofe 
who  have  no  defign  of  vifiting  Mecca  return  to  their  native 
country.     The  arrival  of  this  caravan  is  generally  annual. 

The  other  two  are  extremely  various  in  their  motions ;  fomc- 
times  not  appearing  in  Egypt  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  eveni 
three  years,  fometimes  two  (m:  more  diftind  caravans  arriving 
in  the  fame  year.  The  perpetual  changes  in  their  feveral 
governments,  and  the  caprices  of  their  defpots,  are  in  a  great 
degree  the  occafion  of  this  irregularity.  The  road  alfo  between 
thefe  two  places  and  Kahira,  is  often  infefted  by  bodies  of  in- 
dependent  Arabs, '  as  that  of  Sennaar,  by  the  Ababde  and 
Shaiki6,  and  that  of  Fur  by  the  Cubba-Beeih  and  Bedeiat :  the 
latter  is  however  for  the  moft  part  much  fafer  than  the  former. 
The  departure  of  a  caravan  from  Dar-Fur  forms  an  important 
event.  It  engages  the  attention  of  the  whole  country  for  a 
time,  and  even  ferves  as  a  kind  of  chronological  epocha. 
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The  period  of  their  arrival  ia  Kahira  is  a$  Uncertain  u  that 
of  their  departure  j  for  they  travel  indifferently  either  in  winter 
or  fummer.  The  journey  from  Afluan  to  Sennaar  requires 
much  lefs  time  than  that  from  Afliut  to  Dar-Fun 

Many  obftacles  exifl  to  the  endion  of  any  permanent  marks 
by  which  the  roads  of  the  defert  might  be  diftmgutflied  Yet 
I  have  obferved  that  the  people  of  our  caravan,  in  fueh  places 
as  afforded  ftones  for  the  purpofe,  ufed  to  coUeft  four  or  five 
large  ones,  thus  railing  fmall  heaps  at  proper  diftances  from  each 
other.  This  affords  them  fome  fatisfadion  at  their  return ;  but 
in  many  places,  where  the  fand  is  loofe  and  deep,  it  becomes 
impracticable.  They  are  then  obliged  to  reiy  on  the  facility 
acquired  by  habit,  of  diflinguifhing  the  outline  and  charac* 
terifiic  features  of  certain  rocks,  as  they  are  perfedl^  ignorant 
of  the  compafs,  and  very  little  informed  as  to  the  fixed  ftars. 
Though  the  names  of  the  conftellfttioas  be  UctlektiOTmito  theiDy 
jet  they  diftinguifh  fuch  as  may  guide  thepi  in  their  courie 
during  the  night  With  all  thefe  aids  however  their  deviations 
from  the  true  line  are  not  infrequent.  Three  times,  in  the 
courfe  of  our  journey,  the  whole  caravan  was  qiii^e  at  a  lofs 
for  the  road,  though  fome  of  the  members  of  it  had  made  tea 
or  twelve  different  journies  to  and  from  Dar-FOr.  During  the 
whole  of  my  route  I  had  reafon  to  fufpedl  that  the  accounts  in 
books  of  travels,  which  have  generated  fuch  terrific  notions  of 
the  moving  fands  of  Africa,  are  greatly  exaggerated.     While 

we  remained  at  Leghea,  indeed,  a  violent  gale  fpnuog  from  the 
North-weft,  and  raifed  a  cloud  of  fand.     At  that  time  I  placed 

a  v^ooden 
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a  woodea  bowly  jcapable  of  contkining  about  two  gaUons,  in  :tho 
open  air.  :  Hiitty  minntesJhad  elapled  when  it  appeared  com- 
pletely filled  with  fand.  Our  companions  indeed  aifeded  ta 
relate  various  ftories  of  caravans  that  had  been  joverwheimed. 
But  as  neither*tiine  nor  place  wer^  adduced,  it  would  feem  not 
unreafonable  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  aflfertion. 

:  If  caravans  hafve  heea  thus, buried  on  their. rdad^  it  m'ay  be 
prefumed.  that  aciideVit'can.  only  have  happened  after  they  liave 
been  deprived  of  the  power  of  moving^  by.  the  influence  b^'a  hot 
9vihd,  ;jwant  of  water,  and  Mother  canTes.  .A  number^  ofrr^men^ 
tind  othdr  animals^  found  dead,  iand  covdred  with. iknd,  would 
beiufficient  grblind^fbrTucceedi^gbativetraveUei^toJ^eH^  ad 
tlfoyare  ftrangers  to  ratiocination,  .or,  though  not  e^telypeii^ 

fuadod,  to  relate,  as  thiey.delighi  in  the  marvellous, .  that'  t^e  per-i. 
fona  they  liad^ found  had  been  :ovecwfaeInied!  on  their  .mafchx 
when  in  fa£l:  tHis^acQumulatibn  had  not  hap][iened  till  they  were 
already  dead.  But  perhaps  the. matter  fcarcely  metita  this 
difcuflion« 

'        y  •••  .  »»»,  »-  ».^, 

1.  -  *-  *  «^<>^  «  -»•...       I.   » 

.  ;Our  company  confifted  of  nearly  five  hundred  camels,  /  Thiit 
exc^s  the  number  ufually  employed  by  the  Jelafas  on  theii! 
return  from  Egypt,  which  is  often  not  more  than  two  hundred*: 
In  paffing  from  Dar-Fur  to  Egypt,  they  iefteem  two  thotifand: 
camels,  and  a  thbufand  head  of  flaves,  a  large  caravan.  Of 
jperfons  of  other. countries,  but  pardculady  Egyptians,  trading 
for  themfelves,  there  were  not  more  than  fifty,  including  five  or 
fix  Coptic  Chriftians,  whofe  admittance  in  Dar-Pur  the  monarch 
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of  that  country  has  fince  forbidden.  Several  6f  tHls  number 
were  Muggrebines,  or  Occidental  Arabs ;  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred,,  indud-f 
ibg  the  chabir,  or  leader,  were  fubjeds  of  Fur.  Few  particulars 
of  other  caravans  ar/e  kndwn  to  me  but  by  report* 

The  Arabs  and  Jelabs  find  the  camel  too  indifpenfable  to 

their  long  and  fatiguing  voyages,  not  to  employ  much  care  in 

neurifhing  him»     This^^  of  the  landj  (^1  v^t)  u  he  is 

called,  is  exclufively  the  bearer  of  their  fortunes,  and  the  comr^ 

panion  of  their  tolls.  .  Much  care  is  obf<;rved  in  reaxing  liim# 

and  not  iinfrequently  the  merch^mt  pays  nearly  as  'much  for  the 

camels  to  carry  his  merchandize,  as  he  did  for  the  comAioditie$ 

Aemfelves ;  what  then  n^uft  be  the  profit  that  covers  his  ex^ 

penfes,  his  fatigue^  indemnifies  him  for  accidental  lofles,  and 

yet  leave&hiia  a  gainer?  But  if  this  patient  and  enduring  animal 

be  thus  rendered  fiibfervieitt  to  their  waots^  or  their  avarice,  hv 

is  not  at  leaft  tortured  for  their  caprice. 

« 
Horfes  are  very  little  ufed  by  the  Jelabs.     They  generally 

furnifli  themfelves  with  Egyptian  afles,   which  alleviate  the 

fatigue  of  the  way,  and  are  afterwards  fold  in  Soudan  at  an 

advanced  price.     The  ftrengdi  and  fpirits  of  this  ammal  are 

recruited  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  ftiaw  and  water ;   the  horfe 

has  not  the  ^me  recommendation ;   and  thefe  people,  though 

not  averfe  from  parade  in  cities,  find  the  labour  and  hazard  of 

thefe  voyages  too  enormous,  not  to  augment  their  profits  by  all 

poflible  economy^ 

The 
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The  provifions  thej.ufe  lure  fcatjtty  igid  indifietent,  and  by  no 
means  teftify  any  fbrefight  for  the  neceflities  of  the  fick,  or  for 
the  pfocraftination  of  die  voyage  by  thofe  innumerable  acci- 
dents that  may  befal  them. 

I  did  not  obTerve  that  any  of  them  were  fumiihed  with  dried 
meaty  as  is  common  with  the  Fezzanners.     But  few  ufed  colfee 
and  tobacco,  and  the  reft  contented  themfelves  with  a  leathern 
b^g  of  flour,  another  of  bread  baked  hard,  a  lisathem  vefle^  of 
honey  or  treacle,  and  another  of  butter.     The  qoantity  of  each 
was  regulated  by  the  nuHjtiber  of  (>erfons,  ai|d  feldom  exceeded 
what  b  abfolutely  aeceflkry*     In.  traveUmg  from  Dar-j^ur  to 
Egypt  another  article  is.  owchln.Ufo,  e^tedally  for  ithe'^Ves^ 
which  Egypt  itfelf  dots  Acft  afiocd,  or  produces  in  no^ttantity:. 
The  gr^n  chiefly  in  ufe  among  the  Fikians  is  the'  fmall  ktiff^b^ 
called  among  thetn  dAn  (millet)*     Of  this,  after  it  has  been 
coarfely  ground,  they  take  a. quantity,  and  having  cauffsd  it  to 
undergo  a  flight  fermentation,  make  a  kind  of  pail&     This  will 
keep  a  long  tim^^  and  when  abdut  to-  be  ufed,  v^ater  is  added  to 
it;  if  properly  made,  it  becomes  a  tdlerably.palatdble  food. 
But  the  natives  are  not  very  delicate*   OFrdm'its  acidity  the]r 
efteem  it  a  preventive  of  thirft^     The  fermentation  gives  it  alio 
a  flight  power  of  inebdiating,  and  it  has  a  narcotic  tendency# 
The  fubftance  fo  prepared  is  called  ginfeia.     The  want  of  mate* 
rials  for  Are  on  the*  roiad /prevents  the  ufe  of  rice,  and  other 
cuticles  that  would  require  cookery. 

Experienced  travellers,  among  every  ten  camels  laden  with 
merchandize,  charge  one  with  beans,  and  fllaw  chopped  fmall, 
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"whichi  fparingly  given,  ferved  them  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  voyage.     Thofe  vfith  v?hon>  I  travelled  were  not  fo  pn>- 
vided,  thefe  articles  being  then  .very  dear  in  Egypt;  and. id 
confequence  numbers  of  camels  periihed.      In. coming  from 

Dar-Fi^r,  they  ufe  for  the  fame  purpofe  the  doin^  and  coarfe 

•■  •     ■  -  •  ..  .  ,  ,  . 

hay  of  the  country^  but  not  altogether  "with  the   fame  falu- 
tary  efeft* 

The  water,  in  leaving  Egypt,  i«  commoiily  conveyed  in  goat 
(kins  artificially  prepared  j  but  no  fkill  can  entirely  prevent 
evaporation.  On  their  march  from  Soudan  to  Egypt,  the  Je- 
labs  oftener  ufe  ox-bides^  formed  into  capacious  facks  and  pro- 
perly feafcned  with  tar  ox  oil.  A  pair  of  thefe  is  a  camel's  load* 
They  kj^ep^the  water  in  a  better  ftate  for  drinking  than  the 
fmallerj  and  the(e  facks  are  ibid  to  great  advantage  throughout 
Egypt,  a  pair  of  the '  beft  kind  being  fometimes  worth  thirty 
piafters.  They  are  the  common  inftrtiments  for  conveying' 
water  from  the  tjver  to  different  parts  of  each  town.  The  ca- 
mels are  not  allowed  to  partake  of  this  ftore^  which,  after  all 
the  care  that  can  be  taken  of  it,  is  often  very  naufeou^,  from.' 
the  tar,  the  mud  which  accompanies  the  water  in  drawing,  heat^ 
&c.  Six  of  the  fmaller  Ikins,  or  two  of  the  larger,  arc  gene^ 
rally  efleemed  fufficient  for.' four,  perfoai  fbr  (is  many  days*. 

« 

The  Cubba^BetJb^  and  the  Bedeiit^ '  the  latter  of  whom  ieem; 
to  me  not  of  Arab  origin,  when  they  make  ahy  attempt  on  the 
caravans,  commonly  (hew  themfelves  between  Leghea  and  the 
Bir-el-Malha.  But  this  road  is  fo  ill  provided  with  any  thmg 
that  is  neceifary  for  the  fuftenance  of  man  or  beaft|  that  aeither 

the 


EGT3PT,    AND    SYRIA.  955 

the  wandering  tribes,  nor  the  ferocious  ainimals,  which  infeft 
Other  parts  of  the  continent,  are  commonly  found  there.  The 
Egyptians  and  other  whites  therefore,  though  they  commonly 
carry  fire-arms  with  them  from  the  North,  generally  take  advan- 
tage of  the  market  of  Fur,  and  return  without  any.  The  na- 
tives of  Soudan  are  fumifhed  with  a  light  fpear,  or  fpears,  the 
head  of  which  is  made  of  unhardened  iron  of  their  country. 
They  have  alfo  a  (hield  of  about  three  feet  long,  and  one  foot 
and  a  half  or  three-quarters  broad,  dompofed  of  the  hide  of  the 
elephant  or  hippopotamus,  very  fimple  in  its  conftruftlon.. 


Inttrcourfe  with  Mecca. 

No  regular  caravan  of  Hadgis  leaves  Dar-Fur,  but  a  number 
of  the  natives  make  their  way  to  Mecca,  either  with  the  cara- 
van of  merchants  trading  to  Fgypt,  or  by  way  of  Suakem  and 
Jidda.  The  prefent  king  was  about  to  eftabliih  his  attorney 
[nvaquil)  at  Mecca,  but  fome  obftacles  had  prevented  his  reach- 
ing that  place,  when  I  came  away.  Fear  of  the  fea,  or  I  know 
not  what  other  caufe,  prevents  them  from  choofing  the  route  by 
Soakem,  though  it  be  fo  much  ihorter  and  lefs  expenfive  thao^ 
that  by  the  way  of  Egypt  j  but  the  territory  between  Fur  and 
Suakem  is  not  fubjed  to  any  fettled  government,  and  thofe 
who  have  travelled  with  propeny  have  frequently  been  plun- 
dered there.  The  Tocr&ri  however,  who  come  from  various 
parts,  and  fomewhat  refemble  the  Derwiihes  of  the  North, 
travelling  as  paupers,  with  a  bowl  to  drink  out  of,  and  .a 

leathern 
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leathern  bag  of  bread,  frequently  take  that  route  and  pafs  in 
fafety. 

Seafonsy  ^c. 

The  perennial  rains,  which  fall  in  Dar-Fur,  from  the  middle 
of  June  till  the  middle  of  September,  in  greater  or  lefs  quantity, 
but  generally  both  frequent  and  violent,  fuddenly  inveft  the 
face  of  the  country,  till  then  dry  and  fteril,  with  a  delightful 
verdure*  Except  where  the  rocky  nature  of  the  foil  abfolutely 
impedes  vegetation,  wood  is  found  in  great  quantity^  nor  are  the 
natives  affiduous  completely  to  clear  the  ground,  even  where  it 
is  defigned  for  the  cultivation  of  grain. 

As  foon  as  the  rains  begin,  the  proprietor,  and  all  the  alfiftants 
that  he  can  colled,  go  out  to  the  field,  and  having  made  holes 
at  about  two  feet  diftance  from  each  other,  with  a  kind  of  hoe, 
over  all  the  ground  he  occupies,  the  dokn  is  thrown  into  them, 
and  covered  with  the  foot,  for  their  huibandry  requires  not 
many  inftruments.  The  time  for  fowing  the  wheat  is  nearly 
the  fame.  The  dokn  remains  fcarcely  two  months  before  it  is 
ripe ;  the  wheat  about  three.  Wheat  is  cultivated  only  in  fmall 
quantities ;  and  the  prefent  Sultan  having  forbidden  the  fale 
of  it,  till  the  portion  wanted  for  his  domeftic  life  be  fupplied,  it 
is  with  difficulty  to  be  procured  by  purchafe.  The  Mabriti^  or 
greater  hajfob^  which  is  a  larger  grain  than  the  doinyh  alfo  com- 
mon, and  a  fmall  fupply  ot  fefamum,  {Sinifim  in  Arabic,)  is 
ibwn.     What  they  term  beans  is  a  fpecies  of  legumen  different 

from 
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firom  our  bean.  In  what  are  called  gardens  are  Bamea^  Me^^ 
lucbia^  lentils,  [adis^  Iddney  beans,  [lubi^  and  fome  others* 
The  water  melon,  and  that  called  in  Kahira  Abd-el^wi^  toge- 
ther with  fome  other  kinds,  abound  during  the  wet  feafon,  and 
indeed  before,  if  they  be  watered.  Sultan  Teraub  was  folicitous 
to  procure  every  thing  the  gardens  of  Egypt  produce,  and 
caufed  much  care  to  be  taken  of  the  culture  of  each  article 
brought :  but  the  prefent  prince  does  not  turn  his  thoughts  to 
that  kind  of  improvement,  and  little  of  the  effefl:  of  his  prede- 
ceflbr's  laudable  anxiety  is  at  this  moment  diftinguifhable. 
There  are  feveral  fpebies  of  trees,  but  none  that  produces  fruit 
worth  gathering,  unlefs  it  be  the  Tamarind  {Tummara  *Hindi). 
The  date  trees  are  in  very  fmall  number,  and  their  fruit  diminu- 
tive, dry,  and  deftitute  of  flavour.  That  tree  feems  not  indi- 
genous in  the  country,  but  to  have  been  tran^rted  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Nile,  Dongola,  Sennaar,  &c.  The  inha^ 
bitants  appear  not  well  to  underfland  the  management  of  this 
ufeful  production ;  and  perhaps  the  great  drought  will  never 
admit  of  its  flouri£hing,  whatever  (Tiligence  or  care  may  be 
iifed  to  increaie  the  number  or  improve  the  kind 

ANIMALS* 

^uadn^eds. 

Of  animals  the  lift  found  in  Dar-Fur  with  vdiich  my  own 
knowlege  fumifhes  me,  is  not  very  extenlive ;  nor  will  it  be  inte- 
refting  fo  much  as  containing  any  Aing  new,  but  as  it  will  fliew 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  country,  as  diftinguiflied  from 

^  Fnut  of  India. 

Other 
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other  neighbouring  regions,  and  fomewhat  indicate  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  people. 

The  horfe  is  ufed,  but  not  in  great  number,  nor  are  the  na- 
tives very  folicitous  as  to  the  breed.  The  only  good  horfes  they 
poffefs  are  bred  in  the  country  of  Dongola,  and  by  the  Arabs  to 
the  Eaft  of  the  Nile.  Thefe  are  generally  larger  than  we  are 
accuftomed  to  find  the  Egyptian  horfes.  They  are  perfedly  well 
formed,  and  full  of  fire,  yet  tradable.     Their  adion  is  grand 

beyond  what  I  have  obferved  in  any  other  fpecies ;  but  it  is 
faid  they  are  not  remarkable  for  bearing  fatigue.  The  Arabs, 
who  breed  them,  are  in  the  habit  of  feeding  them  with  milk. 
They  rarely,  if  ever,  caftrate  them.  Horfes  and  mares  are  in- 
difcriminately  ufed  for  the  Middle.  The  horfes  of  Soudan  are 
none  of  them  fhod. 

\  ■ 

Two  or  three  diftind  breeds  of  iheep,  Ovis  aries^  exift  in 
Soudan,  not  however  very  materially  differing  from  each  other. 
The  large-tailed  fheep,  which  are  found  elfewhere,  I  believe  are 
here  unknown.  The  meat  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  Egyptian 
iheep.  They  are  covered  with  coarfe  wool,  refembling  hair, 
and  apparently  wholly  unfit  for  any  manufadlure.  The  goats, 
copra  cervicapra^  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  iheep,  and 
the  flefh  of  the  former  is  fomewhat  cheaper  than  that  of  the 
latter.  The  goats  grow  perhaps  rather  larjger,  but  otherwife  dif- 
fer  not  from  thofe  of  Egypt.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  caftrate 
both  thefe  animals,  but  neit|||er  is  it  a  very  generd  pradtice. 
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The  afs  here  is  of  the  fame  appearance,  and  the  fame  indo- 
cile nature,  with  that  of  .Great  Britain.  The  only  good  ones 
aire  what  the  Jelahs  bring  with  them  from  Egypt :  yet  the  ani- 
mal is  much  ufed  for  riding ;  indeed  few  perfons  mount  an 
horfe  but  the  military,  and  thofe  who  are  in  immediate  attend- 
ance at  court.  An  Egyptian  afs  fetches  from  the  value  of  one 
to  that  of  three  Haves,  according  to  the  weight  he  is  able  to 
bear.  A  ilave  will  purchafe  three  or  four  of  the  ordinary 
breed ;  yet  they  are  not  anxious  to  improve  them.  Perhaps 
the  animal  degenerates :  but  it  is  certain  that  his  external  ap- 
pearance undergoes  a  great  change. 

The  bull  is  fometimes  caftrated.  Yet  of  the  animals  flaugh- 
tered  in  the  market  I  have  generally  obferved  that  the  emafcu^- 
lated  are  feweft  in  number  ;  nor  is  any  preference  given  to  the 
Che  over  the  other  for  food.  Indeed,  the  charadier  of  animals 
in  the  entire  flate  appears  materially  to  differ  from  what  is  re- 
marked of  the  fame  animals  with  us.  The  horned  cattle,  fed 
by  the  tribes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers,  amounts  to  a  very 
cohfiderable  number,  and  the  tribute  paid  out  of  them  to  the 
monarch  forms  a  valuable  part  of  his  revenue*  Thence  they 
aft  brought  to  the  feveral  towns  for  flaughter.  The  beef  is 
good  :  the  Egyptians  diflike  it^  but  with  the  natives  it  is  a  con- 
ftant  article  of  food.  Cows  are  alfo  in  abundance,  but  their 
milk  is  not  very  palatable :  fome  of  the  fettlers  make  it  into  a 
kind  of  cheefe,  but  the  inhabitants  are  not  generally  acquainted 
with  that  procefs ;  they  have,  h5wever,  a  mode  of  giving  it 
an  acefcent  tafte,  and  in  that  date  it  may  be  kept  a  few  days, 
and  is  neither  difagreeable  nor  infalubrious. 

L  L  The 
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The  camels  of  Fur  are  of  a  mixed  breed,  and  they  arc  found 
of  all  colours  and  fizes.  Thofe  which  come  diredlly  from  the 
Weft  or  South  are  large,  fmooth-haired,  and  moft  frequently 
of  a  colour  approaching  to  white,  or  light  brown,  Thofe 
which  are  brought  from  Kordofan  are  many  of  them  black, 
and  are  remarked  to  be  lefs  docile  than  the  others.  There  are 
few  countries  where  the  animal  abounds  more  than  in  Dar-Fun 
They  are  remarkable  for  enduring  thirft,  but  not  for  bearing 
great  burthens.  The  camels  in  this  country  are  particularly 
fubje£t  to  the  mange,  {Gerab^  which  attacks  them  chiefly  in 
winter,  and  in  fome  paftures  much  more  than  in  others.  ThiB 
malady  is  very  contagious.  It  is  cured  by  the  application  of  a 
kind  of  tar,  procured  by  diftillation  per  deliquium,  from  the 
feeds  of  the  water-melon.  When  the  male  camel  is  found  un* 
ruly,  they  fometimes  deprive  him  of  one  or  both  tefticles.  It 
is  a  cruel  operation,  as  immediately  after  having  incided  with 
an  ordinary  knife,  they  fear  the  wound  with  an  hot  iron  till  the 
hemorrhage  be  ftopped.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  this  prac- 
tice be  permitted  by  the  law  of  the  Prophet ;  but,  however  bi- 
goted their  minds,  where  advantage  is  hoped  for,  their  faith  is 
duftile.  The  flefh  of  the  camel,  particularly  of  the  female, 
{naka^  which  is  fattened  for  the  purpofe,  is  here  much  ufed  for 
food.  It  is  infipid,  but  eaiily  digefted,  and  no  way  unpleafant. 
The  milk  alfo  is  much  in  efteem.  The  camels  bred  in  Fezzan, 
and  other  countries  to  the  Weft,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Arabia,  arc 
for  labour  reckoned  fuperior  to  thofe  of  Fur,  and  fetch  an  highar 
price.  The  former  are  largef  and  able  to  carry  an  heavier  bur- 
then, but  not  fo  capable  of  enduring  thirft.  In  Soudan  they 
feldom  carry  above  five  hundred  weight,  and  oftener  three  or 

three 
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three  and  a  half:  while  in  Egypt  they  are  frequently  obliged 
to  toil  under  eight,  ten,  or  even  more.  From  ^thefe  are  feleded 
the  camels  which  bear  the  facred  treafure  to  the  tomb  of  the 
Prophet.  Soudan  affords  many  fine  dromedaries,  but  thofe  of 
Sennaar  are  mod:  celebrated.  Incredible  ftories  are  told  of  the 
long  and  rapid  journies  performed  by  them ;  as  that  they  will 
hold  out  for  four-and-twenty  hours,  travelling  conflantly  at  the 
rate  of  ten  miles  per  hour  :  however  this  be,  they  are  indifput<- 
ably  fwift,  and  perform  long  journeys  almoft  without  refre(h« 
ment 

The  dogs  of  Dar-Fur  are  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  of  Egypt, 
and  live  on  the  public  like  the  latter.  I  have  underflood  that 
there  is  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  a  fpecies  of  dog,  ufed  in 
hunting  the  antelope,  [gbazdl^  An)  and  another  fort  to  guard 
the  fheep ;  of  the  fagacity  of  the  latter  wonderful  tales  are  told, 
as  well  as  of  the  courage  and  fidelity  of  both.  Experience  has 
not  enabled  me  to  confirm  the  report.  The  common  houfe-cat 
is  fcarce ;  and  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  there  are  none  but  what 
have  been  originally  brought  from  Egypt  They  are  of  the 
fame  kind  as  with  us. 

The  wild  or  ferocious  animals  are,  principally,  the  lion,  the 
leopard,  the  hyena,  (Fur.  murfain^  dubba^  Ar.)  the  wolf,  the 
jackal,  cams  aureus^  the  wild  buffaloe :  but  they  are  not  com- 
monly feen  within  the  more  cultivated  part  of  the  empire,  at 
lead  that  which  I  have  vifited,  excepting  the  hyena  and  the 
jackal  i  the  former  come  in  herds  of  fix,  eight,  and  often  more, 
into  all  the  villages  at  night,  and  carry  off  with  them  whatever 

L  L  2  they 
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they  are  able  to  mafler.  They  will  kill  dogs,  and  aflea,  even 
within  the  inclofure  of  the  houfes,  and  fail  not  to  aflfemble 
wherever  a  dead  camel  or  other  animal  is  thrown,  which,  a£ting 
in  concert,  they  fometimes  drag  to  a  prodigious  diftance ;  nor 
are  they  greatly  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  a  man,  or  the  report  of 
fire-arms,  which  I  have  ofiien  difcharged  at  them,  and  occafion- 
ally  with  efFeft.  It  is  related,  that  upon  one  of  them  being 
wounded,  his  companions  inftantly  tear  him  to  pieces  and  de- 
vour him  ;  but  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  afcertaining  this 
fa£t.  The  people  of  the  country  dig  pits  for  them,  and  lying 
in  ambufcade,  when  one  is  entrapped,  flun  him  with  clubs, 
or  pierce  him  with  their  fpears*  The  jackal  is  harmlefs,  but 
his  uncouth  cry  is  heard  far  off,  and  wherever  there  are  rocks 
tb  flielter  them,  their  howling  community  dwells  undifturbed* 

In  the  countries  bordering  on  the  empire  of  Fur,  where  wa- 
ter is  in  greater  abundance,  the  other  animals  mentioned  are 
very  numerous,  and  much  dreaded  by  travellers,  particularly 
on  the  banks  of  the  Babr-cUAda^  To  thofe  already  enume- 
rated, may  be  added,  the  elephant,  the  rhinoceros,  the  camelo- 
pardalis,  the  hippopotamus,  and  the  crocodile. 

The  elephant  is  feen,  in  the  places  he  frequents,  in  large 
herds  of  four  or  five  hundred,  according  to  report.  It  is  even 
faid  that  two  thoufand  are  fometimes  found  together ;  but  I  do 
not  fufped  the  Arabs  of  extreme  accuracy  in  counting.  Thefe 
people  hunt  him  on  horfeback,  having  fingled  out  a  ftraggler 
from  the  herd ;  or  aim  at  him  with  fpears  from  the  trees;  or  make 

pits 
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pits  into  which  he  falls.  His  hide  is  applied  to  many  ufeful 
purpdfes.  The  African  elephant  is  fmaller  than  the  Afiatic» 
and  probably  of  a  different  fpecies.  The  meat  is  an  article  of 
food  in  great  efteem  with  them.  The  fat  forms  a  valuable 
unguent,  and  the  teeth,  as  is  well  known,  fupply  the  merchants 
with  immenfe  profits. 

The  buffaloe  is  not  found  tame  in  Soudan.  The  wild  one  19 
hunted  by  the  Arabs,  and  ferves  them  for  food.  The  hippopo^ 
tamus  is  killed  for  his  fkin,  (which  being  remarkably  tough, 
makes  excellent  ihields,  and  whips  not  wholly  unlike  our  horfe- 
whips) ;  and  for  his  teeth,  which  are  much  fuperior  to  ivory* 
The  horn  of  the  rhinoceros,  to  which  animal  the  Arabs  have 
applied  a  term  fomewhat  lefs  appropriate  than  the  Greek,  but 
ftill  chara£teriflic,  [Abu-kurnj  father  of  the  one  horn,)  makes  a 
valuable  article  of  trade,  and  is  carried  to  Egypt,  where  it  is 
fold  at  an  high  price,  being  ufed  for  fabre-hilts,  and  various 
other  purpofes.  The  more  credulous  attribute  to  it  fome  effi«- 
cacy  as  an  anadote  againfl  poifon. 

The  antelope  and  the  oflrich  are  extremely  common  through* 
out  the  empire.  The  civet-cat  is  not  feen  wild  in  the  quarter 
which  I  vifited,  but  is  frequent  enough  farther  to  the  South. 
Many  are  preferved  in  cages  in  the  houfes  of  the  rich.  The 
women  apply  the  odour  extra&ed  from  them  to  add  to  their 
perfonal  allurements ;  and  what  is  not  thus  difpofed  of  becomes 
an  article  of  trade. 
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The  lion  and  leopard,  though  common  in  a  certain  diilri£t, 
are  not  found  near  the  feat  of  government.  The  Arabs  hunt 
them,  ftrip  off  the  fkin,  which  they  fell,  and  often  eat  the  flefti, 
which  they  conceive  generates  courage  and  a  warlike  difpofition. 
They  occafionally  take  them  young,  and  bring  them  for  fale  to 
the  Jelabs,  who  fometimes  carry  them  as  prefents  to  the  great 
men  in  Egypt.  I  purchafed  two  lions  :  the  one  was  only  four 
months  old  when  I  bought  him.  By  degrees,  having  little  elfe 
to  employ  me,  I  had  rendered  him  fo  tame,  that  he  had  acquired 
mofl  of  the  habits  of  a  dog.  He  fatiated  himfelf  twice  a  week 
with  the  offal  of  the  butchers,  and  then  commonly  flept  for  fe- 
veral  hours  fucceffively.  When  food  was  given  them  they  both 
grew  ferocious  towards  each  other,  and  towards  any  one  who 
approached  them.  Except  at  that  time,  though  both  were  males, 
I  never  faw  them  difagree,  nor  (hew  any  fign  of  ferocity  towards 
the  human  race.  Even  lambs  paffed  them  unmolefted.  The 
largeft  had  grown  to  the  height  of  thirty  inches  and  a  half  over 
the  fhoulders. 

The  enntii  of  a  painful  detention,  devoid  of  books  and  rational 
fociety,  was  foftened  by  the  company  of  thefe  animals  ;  and  the 
fatisfaftion  was  not  fmall,  even  from  this  fpecies  of  diverfion. 
At  length,  towards  the  end  of  my  (lay,  after  they  had  been  with 
me  more  than  two  years,  (inding  it  impoflible,  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  I  then  was,  to  carry  them  with  me,  I  (hot  the  one ; 
and  the  other,  either  from  difeafe  or  the  lofs  of  his  companion, 
died  a  few  days  afterwards.  The  Sultan  had  alfo  two  tame  lions, 
which,  with  their  attendant,  came  into  the  market  to  feed. 

The 
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The  remsdning  quadrupeds  may  be  clafled  more  briefly;  for 
being  all  known,  they  will  require  no  particular  defcription. 

Ar. 
Mus  yaculus — Jerboa. 
Simia  Mtbtops — Abelang. 
Hiftria  ciejlria —  Porcupine^ 

Simia  cynamolgos — kurd  An 


BIRDS. 

1.  Cbaradrius  Kerwan — ^Oriental  dotterel. 

2.  Numida  Meleagris — Guinea  fowl. 

3.  Tetrao  Coturnix — ^Egyptian  quail. 

4*  Vultur  Percnopterus — White-headed  vulture. 

5.  PJittacus  Akxandri — Green  peroquet. 

6.  Columba  domeftica — Common  pigeon. 

7.  Tetrao  rufui — Red  partridge. 

8.  Owls  (not  common). 

9«  Columba  Turtur^  very  common. 

No*  4.  This  bird  is  of  furprifing  ftrength,  and  is  faid  by 
the  natives  to  be  very  long-lived,  fed  Jidcs  penes  au&ores.  I 
have  lodged  a  complete  charge  of  large  (hot,  at  about  fifty  yards 
diilance,  in  the  body  of  this  bird :  it  feemed  to  have  no  eStCi 
on  him,  as  he  flew  to  a  confiderable  diflance,  and  continued 
walking  afterwards.  I  then  difcharged  the  fecond  barrel,  which 
was  loaded  with  ball :  this  broke  his  wing,  but  on  my  advancing 

to 
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to  feizc  him,  he  fought  with  great  fury  with  the  other.  There 
are  many  thoufands  of  them  in  the  inhabited  diftri£k.  They 
divide  the  field  with  the  hyena  :  what  carrion  the  latter  leaves 
at  night,  the  former  come  in  crowds  to  feed  on  in  the  day. 
Near  the  extremity  of  each  wing  is  a  horny  fubftance,  not  un- 
like the  fpur  of  an  old  cock.  It  is  ftrong  and  (harp ;  and  a 
formidable  inflrument  of  attack.  Some  fluid  exfudes  from 
this  bird  that  fmells  likes  muik,  but  from  what  part  of  him  I  am 
imcertain. 

No.  2.  This  beautiful  bird  is  found  in  great  numbers  in 
Fur,  of  which  the  common  fowl,  though  it  now  abounds,  is  not 
a  native.  The  voice  of  the  Guinea  fowl,  when  apparently 
elated,  is  very  peculiar.  No  external  difference,  even  in  this 
their  native  climate,  is  to  be  obferved  between  the  male  and 
female- of  this  bird.  They  are  carried  as  a  profitable  commo- 
dity to  Kahira,  where  however,  in  a  domeftic  ftate,  it  is  faid 
they  feldom  or  never  breed. 

5.  Thefe  birds,  in  the  beginning  of  fummer,  fill  the  trees 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  I  lived  in.  They  are  caught  un- 
fledged, and  brought  up  in  the  houfes,  till  they  become  quite 

donieftic  ;  are  then  carried  to  Egypt,  and  taught  a  kind  of 
fpeech,  which  being  acquired,  they  are  fold  at  a  high  price. 

Of  fifli  I  faw  none  but  what  were  too  much  difguifed  by 
drying  to  be  recognifed. 

The 
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The  fifli  in  the  river  Ada^  I  am  told,  confift  of  neariy  the 
fame  fpecies  as  thofe  of  the  Nile  in  Upper  Egypt.  They  are 
caught  in  wicker  baflkets,  and  ufed  for  food. — The  natives  have 
alfo  a  way  of  drying  them,  but  it  does  not  prevent  their  being 
{6  ofieniive  to  the  fmell,  as  to  be  ufelefs  to  any  but  themfelves. 
Numerous  hyts  built  of  reeds  are  found  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  as  well  for  the  ufe  of  the  fifhermen,  as  of  thofe  who 
enfnare  the  ferocious  animals  that  come  to  drink  its  waters. 

The  Chameleon  abounds  in  Dar-Fur ;  the  viverra  Icbncu^ 
mofiy  fiimsj  and  almofl;  all  the  fpecies  of  lizard  are  alfo  feen 
there. 

Of  Serpents,  the  Coluber  Haye  of  Egypt,  the  Coluber  vipera^ 
and  the  anguis  Colubrina^  were  the  only  ones .  I  faw :  and  no 
more  than  one  or  two  of  each ;  though  it  was  rejprefented  to  me 
that  in  fome  places  they  are  numerous.  The  Furians  have  not 
the  art  of  charming  them,  like  the  Egyptians  and  Indians.  I 
expofed  myfelf  to  much  ridicule  by  coUedting  a  number  of 

■  « 

chameleons  in  my  apartment,  to  obferye  their  charader  and 

changes ;   the  people    there   think  them   impure, .  and .  relate 

•  ... 

many  foolifh  ftories  concerning  them. 

A  great  number  of  infedls  and  reptiles,  which  I  had  taken 
care  to  conferve,  accident  has  deprived  me  of,  and  I  cannot 
now  fiirnilh  a  catalogue.  The  fcorpioii  is  fmall,  of  a  brown 
hue,  and  his  <enom  not  extremely  violent.     The  natives  cure 

M  M  the 
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the  fiing  by  immediately  applying  to  the  part  a  bruifed  onion^ 
which  is  renewed  till  the  pain  fubfides. 

The  white  ant,  or  Tcrmitesy  is  found  in  vaft  numbers,  and 
is  exceedingly  deftru^ive,  eating  through  every  thing  within 
its  reach,  whether  vegetables,  cloth,  leather,  paper,  proviikms, 
&C4  A  bull's  hide,  if  not  newly  covered  with  tar,  is  no  de» 
f encQ  agaiaft  it.  The  Apis  mdlifera  (common  bee)  abounda ) 
but  they  have  no  hives,  and  the  wild  honey  is  commonly  of 
a  dark  colour,  and  unpleafant  tafte.  I  have  obferved  a  beetle, 
not  very  large,  which  is  chara£fcerized  by  burying  its  eggs  in  a 
fmall  ball  of  horfe's  or  other  dung,  and  then  rolling  the  ball 
from  place  to  place  in  the  fand  or  clay,  till  it  attains  a  fize 
gready  exceeding  that  of  the  animal  itfelf.  Great  quantities 
of  cochineal  are  vifible ;  which,  if  the  natives,  or  the  Egyptians 
who  vifit  them,  had  any  refledion  or  fpirit,  it  might  be  thought 
would  be  applied  to  fome  ufeful  purpofe. 

The  locuft  of  Arabia,  Gryllusyh  very  common,  and  is  fre- 
quently  roaded  and  eaten,  particularly  by  the  flaves.  The 
Scaraheus  Ceratonta ;  the  Culex  Egypti^  namtis  in  Ar.  (mofquito), 
is  particularly  vexatious  in  the  rainy  feafon. 


METALS  AND  MINER  AL5, 

Of  metals,  the  number  found  in  the  diflxi^  known  to  me^ 

is  fmalK     But  in  its  neighbourhood,  to  the  South  and  Weft,  if 

I  Ji&ve 
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'  I  have  been  rightly  informed,  almoft  all  defcriptions  are  to  be 
met  with'.  The  copper  brought  hj  the  merchants  from  the 
territories  of  certain  idolatrous  tribes  bordering  on  Fur,  is  of 
the  fineft  quality,  in  colour  refembling  that  of  China,  and  ap"» 
pears  to  contain  a  portion  of  zink,  being  of  the  fame  pale  hue« 
The  large  rings  into  which  it  is  formed  (of  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
weight  each)  are  very  malleable :  of  the  ore  I  never  was  able  to 
procure  a  (pecimen.  Iron  is  to  be  found  in  abundance,  and 
the  Pagan  negroes,,  on  whom  the  Mohammedans  look*  with 
contempt,  are  the  artifts  that  extrad  it  from  the  ore ;  an  art 
of  which  the  former,  as  far  as  I  have  feen,  are  ignorant. 
Though  their  iron,  through  the  ftupidity  of  the  inhabitants, 
never  acquire  tlie  more  ufeful  charader  of  fteel,  its  effefis  in 
the  form  of  knives  and  javelins  are  yet  commenfurate  with  the 
malign  difpofitions  of  mankind.  And  though  foft  and  perifli-* 
able,  with  increafed  trouble  in  renewing  the  edge,  the  tools 
formed  of  it  anfwer  aH  the  purpofes  of  their  rude  work- 
manfhip. 

The  method  by  which  I  obferved  a  workman  fupply  the 
defeat  of  a  furnace  for  fufing  metals  appeared  worth  noticing. 
He  had  a  leathern  bag,  which,  on  comprefGon,  forced  the  air 
through  a  wooden  pipe  for  bdlows,  and  placed  over  the  fire, 
made  in  a  fihall  hole  in  the  earth,  the  remains  of  a  water 
jar,,  with  which  fimple  apparatus  the  efied:  was  rapid  and  not 
inconfiderable. 

M  M  a  Silver, 


268  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

Silver,  lead,  and  tin,  I  have  never  heard  mentioned  here, 
but  as  coming  from  Egypt,  Of  gold,  in  the  countries  to  the 
Eaft  and  Weft,  the  fupply  is  abundant.  Little  comes  to  Dar- 
Fur,  except  by  accident.  What  is  produced  in  the  Weft  reaches 
the  northern  markets  by  means  of  other  caravans.  The  mo- 
narch occafionally  obtains  a  fmall  quantity  for  his  own  ufe  from 
the  Eaft. 

Alabafter,  and  various  kinds  of  marble,  exift  within  the 
limits  of  Fur.  The  rocks  chiefly  coniift  of  grey  granite.  But  of 
ftone  adapted  to  building,  or  convertible  into  lime,  either  there 
is  none,  or  the  quantity  muft  be  extremely  fmall.  The  granite 
ferves  for  hand-mills  without  being  cut,  for  the  metal  of  which 
their  tools  are  compofed  is  too  foft  to  be  employed  for  that 
purpofe. 

Foflile  fait  is  common  within  a  certain  diftriA :  and  there  is 
a  fufficient  fupply  of  nitre,  of  which  however  no  ufe  is  made. 
A  quantity  of  fulphur  is  brought  by  the  Arabs,  who  feed  oxen 
[Bukkard]  from  the  South  and  Weft.  But  of  the  place  where 
it  is  found  I  have  heard  no  defcription.  It  muft  alfo  exift  on 
the  mountain  called  Gebel  Marra ;  as  it  is  related  there  are  hot 
fprings  there ;  which  animals,  particularly  birds,  are  obferved 
not  to  approach ;  this,  if  true,  may  be  the  effe^  of  fulphureous 
vapours. 
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PLANTS. 

Though  my  refidence  in  Dar-.Fur  was  fo  much  protraded,  I 
feel  myfelf  able  to  furnifh  only  a  very  imperfed  catalogue  of 
its  vegetable  produdions.  Thefe  are  to  be  fought  chiefly  in 
the  diftrids  to  the  South,  where  water  abounds,  and  where 
the  extreme  reftraint  under  which  I  found  myfelf  prevented 
me  from  feeking  them. 

During  feven  or  eight  months  in  the  year  the  whole  furface 
of  the  earth  to  the  North  is  dried  up  by  the  fun,  and  the 
minute  plants  which  fpring  and  flourifli  during  the  Harif^^ 
are  mingled  in  the  general  marcefcence,  as  foon  as  that  feafbn 
is  pafled.  Even  the  trees,  whofe  fibres  pierce  more  deeply 
into  the  fubftance  of  their  parent  foil,  lofe  the  diftindive  marks 
of  their  proper  foliage,  and  exhibit  to  the  diftant  obferver  only 
the  {harp  outline  of  their  groffer  ramifications. 

Of  the  trees  which  fhade  our  forefts  or  adorn  our  gardens 
in  Europe,  very  few  exift  in  Dar-Fiir.  The  charaderiftic 
marks  of  thofe  fpecies  which  moft  abound  there,  are  their  fharp 
thorns,  and  the  folid  and  unperiihable  quality  of  their  fub- 
ftance. 1.  The  Tamarind  is  not  very  common  in  the  quarter 
I  frequented  j  but  thofe  which  were  vifible  to  me  were  of  great 
height  and  bulk,  and  bore  a  copious  fupply  of  fruit. 

*  Seafon.of  the  x%va.%. 

2.  The 
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2.  The  Plane,  platanus  Orientalis,  Dekib^  is  found,  but  feems 
rather  to  have  been  brought  from  Egypt,  than  indigenous. 

3.  Sycamore  of  Egypt,  Ficus  Sycomorusj  Gimfnei%^  a  few 
near  Cobbe;  faid  to  be  much  more  common  to  the  fouthward. 
I  did  not  obferve  that  it  produced  any  fruit. 

4.  Nebbek.hr.  Paliurus  AtbenaL  Of  this  there  are  two 
fpecies  in  Dar-Fiir.  They  term  the  largeft  Nebbek^el^rabi 
There  is  a  difference  in  their  fruit,  as  well  as  in  their  external 
appearance.  The  one  is  ^  bufh,  with  leaves  of  dark  green,  not 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the  ivy,  but  much  thioner.  It 
appeared  to  be  the  fame  I  had  feen  in  the  gardens  of  Alexandria. 
The  other  a  tree,  growing  to  confiderablefite,  but  having  both 
the  leaves  and  fruit  fmaller,  and  the  fruit  of  darker  colour,  and 
£b^iewhat  different  flayoiu-.  Both  of  them  equally  thorny* 
The  natives  eat  the  fruit  freih  or  dry ;  for  it  iUiea  on  tiie  tree, 
and  fo  remains  great  part  of  the  winter  months.  I9  that  ftate 
it  is  formed  into  a  pafte  of  not  unpleafant  flavour,  and  is  a 
portable  provifion  on  joumies. 

5.  Heglig  or  Hejlij^  Ar.    This  tree  is  about  the  fame  fiise  9B 

the  one  lad  mentioned,  and  is  faid  to  be  a  native  of  Arabia^ 

though  I  have  feen  it  only  in  Fun—^The  leaf  is  fmall,  and  the 

fruit  it  bears  is  of  an  oblong  form,  about  the  (Iz^  qf  a  date» 

Colour  brown,  tinctured  with  orange  j,  dry,  and  of  a.viicous; 

quality.     The  nucleus  is  large  in  proportitoa  to  th€  fruit,  which 

adheres  to  it  with  great  tenacity.     This  is  alfo  formed  into  a 

pafte,  but  of  no  agreeable  flavour.     It  is  however  eaten  by  the 

Arabs, 


Arabs,  and  by  fome  efteemed  efficacious  a6  a  remedy  for  cer- 
tain difeafes.  It  feems  a  flight  diuretic.  The  wood  is  hard, 
and  of  a  yell6\yi(h  colour  i  It  grows  In  great  abundance,  and  is 
very  thorny.  '  ThJs,  together  with  the  Nebbek^  chiefly  furnifli 
thorns  for  the  fences. ... 

6.  Ennebj  a  fmall  tree,  to  the  fruit  of  which  they  have  given 
the  name  of  grapes.  It  bears  leaves  of  light  green  hue,  and  the 
fruit,  which  is  of  a  purple  colour,  is  attached,  not  in  bunches, 
but  fingly  to  the  fmaller  branches^  ^nd  interfperfed  among  the 
leaves.  The  internal  fl:rudure  of  the  fruit  is  not  very  unlike 
the  grape,  which  it  alfo  refembles  in  fize.  But  the  pulp  is  of  a 
red  hue,  and  the  tafte  is  flirongly  aftringent. 

'i     ♦  t     •  ♦      • 

7.  SbaWj  Ar.  a  fhrub  about  the  fize  of  the  Arbutus,  having, 

tike  it,  a  leaf  of  flrong  texture,  of  oval  form,  pale  green,  wider 
at  the  lower,,  and  narrower  at  the  upper  extremity  than  the 
arbutus. — ^The  leaf  has  the  pungency  and^very  much  the  tafte 
of  muftard.  This .  flirub  I  faw  chiefly  in  Wadi  SbaWj  a  place 
we  pafled  in  going  and  returning,  between  Sweini  and.Bir-el- 
malha.  The  natives.,  cut  off  the  fmaller  branches,  which  they 
ufe  to  rub  their  teeth,-alleging  that  the  acrid  juice  of  this  plant 
has^the  property  of  whitening  thenx. 

From  an  exadl;  correfpondence  as  to  the  place  of  its  growth, 
viz.  near  the  fait  fprings,  the  camels  not  eating  it,  and  fome 
other  circumfiances,  I  take  this  to  be  the  Rack  of  Bruce, 
vol.  V.  p.  44.  though  unable  to  recogaize  it  in  the  figure  thero 
given. 

8.  Ce- 


A 


r 
P 
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8.  Ceratonia  Siliqua,  Cbar6b, 


•?» 


9.  Solanum  fandumy  nightfliade,.  Beidinjan^  or  Mellngdn^ 
brought  originally  from  Egypt,  and  ufed  for  food.    . 

10.  El  Henne^  from  Egypt,  growing  into  ufe. 

1 1.  Sopbar^  Ar.  Caffia  fophera,  wild  fenna,  native,  and  grows 
in  plenty  after  the  rains. 

12.  Sunty  Mimofa  Nilotica,  in  great  quantity. — It  is  from  ttis 
tree,  which  is  alfo  called  Seial^  that  the  gum,  brought  to  Egypt 
by  the  caravans,  is  chiefly  gathered.  ,  There  are  alfo  found  the 
trees  called  by  Bruce  Ergett  Dimmo^  and  Ergett^el^Kurun^  and 
the  Farek.  Bauhinia  Acuminata  of  the  fame  writer. 

13.  Akindof  legumen  called  Ful^  bean.  It  is  not  much  ufed 
for  food,  but  as  an  ornament  by  the  women,  being  ftrulig  in 
the  form  of  beads,  when  quite  dry,  at  which  time  it  is  very  hard. 
It  is  alfo  ufed  as  a  weight  of  foiir  or  five  grains. 

14.  A  beautiful  legumen,  of  a  fcarlet  colour,  with  a  black  fpot 
at  the  point  of  attachment  to  its  cyft.  It  is  called  in  Dar-Fur 
Shu/b  ;  is  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall  pea,  hard  and  polifhed ;  grows 
on  a  plant  refembling  tares ;  is  ftrung  and  ufed  as  an  orna- 
ment by  the  women. 

•  ■ 

15.  The  common  onion.  Allium  cejpe,  Baffal^  Ar.  is  abund-* 
antly  fupplied  in  Dar-Fur,  but  inferior  in  fize,  tafte,  and  colour, 
to  that  of  Egypt. 

16.  Gar- 
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16.  Garlicky  AUiuxn  fatiyum^  Ttim  Ar.  cultivated  and  ufed 
for  food. 

17.  Water-melon,  Cucurbita  citruUus,  BtUteik  Ar.  This 
grows  wild  over  almoft  all  the  cultivable  lands,  and  ripens  as 
the  corn  is  removed.  In  this  ftate  it  does  not  attain  a  large  fize. 
The  infide  is  of  a  pale  hue,  and  has  little  flavour.  As  it  ripens, 
the  camels,  afles,  &c.  are  turned  to  feed  on  it,  and  it  is  faid  to 
fatten  them.  The  feeds,  as  they  grow  blackifh,  are  collected  to 
make  a  kind  of  tar,  Kutrdn.  Thofe  plants  of  the  melon  which 
receive  artificial  culture  grow  to  a  large  (ize,  and  are  of  exqui- 
iite  flavour. 

1 8.  Common  melon,  Cucumis  melo,  KawHn  Ar.  is  occafion* 
ally  cultivated,  but  rarely  brought  to  perfe^ion. 

19.  Cucumbers,  Cucumis  fativus,  Cbeiar  Ar,  of  which  the 
Jelabe  have  introduced  the  culture,  as  well  as  of  the  preceding. 

20.  Gourd,  Cucurbita  Lagenaria,  Karra  Ar.  This  ferves  for 
drinking-veflels  and  other  purpofes.  It  is  found  in  abundance. 
When  frefh,  it  is  ufed  for  food,  and  being  properly  drefied  with 
meat,  is  very  palatable.     Grows  to  a  lai^e  fize. 

2 1.  Coelocynthis,  Handal  Ar.  very  common. 

22.  Momordica  Elaterium,  Adjur  Ar.  alfo  very  common. 

N  N  23.  U/bar. 
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33.  UJhar.  This  plant  abounds  fo  much  as  to  cover  whole 
plains.  No  other  ufe  is  made  of  it  than  to  fpread  its  branches 
and  leaves  under  mats  and  goods,  which  it  is  faid  guards  them 
from  the  Termis  or  white  ant. 

24.  Nightfhade,  Solanum  foliis  hirfutis,  Enneb-el^dib. 

25.  Hemp,  Cannabis  vulgaris,  Hqfbijb^  Ar.  is  now  become  an 
article  of  regular  culture,  being  ufed  in  various  ways  as  an 
aphrodifiac,  and  in  different  proportion  as  a  narcotic.  Hajbijb 
is  a  general  name  for  green  herbs,  but  chiefly  appropriated  to 
this :  it  is  chewed  in  its  crude  ftate,  inhaled  by  means  of  a  pipe, 
or  formed,  with  other  ingredients,  into  an  eleduary,  maijun.  In 
Egypt  the  confumption  of  this  article  is  much  greater  than  in 
Dar-Fur,  but  the  bed  is  that  of  Antioch  in  Syria. 

26.  Rice,Oryza,  Oruzz  Ar.  is  brought  in  fmall  quantities  by 
the  wandering  Arabs,  who  find  it  growing  wild  in  the  places 
they  frequent.  It  is  little  ufed  or  efteemed,  and  indeed  has  no 
quality  to  recommend  it. 

27.  Cayenne  pepper,  cbe/ti  or  Tcbetli^  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  is  extremely  common  in  one  diftrid,  whence  it  is  di£- 
perfed  over  the  country  and  ufed  with  food. 

28.  Kidney-bean,  Lubi  An 

29*  Melucbia. 

30.  Bamea. 
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30.  BamSay  in  great  abundance. 

31.  A  plant  of  the  fame  fize  with  the  Melucbiaj  of  very  dark 
green,  firong  fmell  and  tafte.  It  grows  in  great  quantity,  and 
with  the  natives  forms  a  principal  article  of  food.  They  call 
it  Cowel. 

32.  Sefamum,  Stmjim^  Ar.  From  this  an  oil  is  extraded. 
It  is  alfo  bruifed  in  a  mortar,  and  mixed  with  the  food.  It  is 
even  ufed  by  the  great  to  fatten  their  horfes. 

33.  Mahretly  and  Dokn^  the  holcus  dochna,  oiForJkaly  as  has 
been  already  mentioned,  are  the  bails  of  their  provifion,  but 
chiefly  the  latter. 

34.  Tobacco  is  produced  in  abundance  in  Fertit  and  Dar 
Fungaro.    It  feems  to  be  unqueftionably  of  native  growthu 


N  N  a 
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CHAP.    XIX. 


DAR-FUR. 


Government  "^HiJIory^'Agricubure,  &ff .  •^-PopuL^ion-^BuUtRng 
—Manners  and  ctiftoms -^Revenue -^Articles  of  commerce. 

Government. 

Th  e  magiftracy  of  one,  which  feems  tacitly,  if  it  be  not  ex- 
pre&ly  favoured  by  the  difpenfation  of  Mohammed,  as  in  mod 
other  countries  profefCng  that  religion,  prevails  in  Dar-Fun 
The  monarch  indeed  can  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  KorSn,  but 
he  may  do  more  than  the  laws  eftablifhed  thereon  will  autho- 
rife :  and  as  there  is  no  council  to  control  or  even  to  afSft  him, 
his  power  may  well  be  termed  defpotic.  He  fpeaks  in  public  of 
the  foil  and  its  produdions  as  his  perfonal  property,  and  of  the 
people  as  little  elfe  than  his  flaves. 

When  manifeft  injuftice  appears  in  his  decifions,  the  Fukkara^ 

or  ecclefiaftics,  exprefs  their  fentiments  with  fome  boldnefs,  but 
their  oppofition  is  without  any  appropriate  objedl,  and  confe- 
quently  its  efiedls  are  inconfiderable.  All  the  monarch  fears  is 
a  general  alienation  of  the  minds  of  the  troops,  who  may  at  their 

will 
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will  raife  another,  as  enterprifing  and  unprincipled  as  himfelf,  to 
the  fame  envied  fuperiority. 

His  power  in  the  provinces  is  delegated  to  officers  who  po£* 
fefs  an  authority  equally  arbitrary.  In  thofe  diftrifts,  which 
have  always  or  for  a  long  time  formed  an  integral  part  of  the 
empire,  thefe  officers  are  generally  called  Meleks.  In  fuch  as 
have  been  lately  conquered,  or  perhaps,  more  properly,  have 
been  annexed  to  the  dominion  of  the  Sultan,  under  certain  fti** 
pulations,  the  chief  is  fuffered  to  retain  the  title  of  Sultan,  yet  is 
tributary  to  and  receives  his  appointment  from  the  Sultan  of 
Fur. 

In  this  country,  on  the  death  of  the  monarch,  the  title  de*^ 
fcends  of  right  to  the  oldeft  of  his  fons  ;  and  in  default  of  heirs 
male,  as  well  as  during  the  minority  of  thofe  heirs,  to  his  bro^ 
ther.  But  under  various  pretences  this  received  rule  of  fuccef* 
fion  is  frequently  infringed.  The  fon  is  faid  to  be  too  young, 
or  the  late  monarch  to  have  obtained  the  government  by  unjuft 
means ;  and,  at  length,  the  preteniions  of  thofe  who  have  any 
apparent  claim  to  the  regal  authority  are  to  be  decided  by  witr, 
and  become  the  prize  of  the  (Irongeft. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  prefent  Sultan  gained  pofTef^ 
iion  of  the  Imperial  dignity.  A  preceding  monarch,  named  Bo-^ 
kar^  had  three  fons,  Mobammed^  fumamed  Teraub^  tl^bdife^ 
and  Ahd^eWachm&n.  Teraub  the  eldeft  (which  cognomen  waa 
acquired  by  the  habit  of  rolling  in  the  duft  when  a  child)  firft 

obtained 
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obtained  the  government.     He  is  faid  to  have  ruled  thirty-two 
lunar  years,  one  of  the  longeft  reigna  remembered  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  country.     The  fons  he  left  at  his  death  being  all  young, 
the  fecond .  brother,  under  preteiice  that  none  of  them  was  old 
enough  to  reign,  which  was  far  from  being  the  fad:,  and  in  fome 
degree  favoured  by  the  troops  for  the  gencrofity  by  which  he 
was  eminently  diftinguifhed,  under  the  title  of  Cbalifc^  vicege- 
rent of  the  realm,  aflfumed  the  reins  of  government.     His  reign 
was  of  ihort  duration,  and  charad^ierifed  by  nothing  but  vio* 
lence  and  rapine.    He  had  been  only  a  fhort  time  feated  oh  the 
throne,  when  a  difcontented  party  joining  with  the  people  of 
Kordofan,  in  a  war  with  whom  his  brother  Teraub  had  perifhed, 
found  employment  for  him  in  that  quarter.     Abd-el-rachman^ 
who,  during  the  life  of  his  brother,  had  aflumed  the  title  of 
Faquir^  and  apparently  devoted  himfelf  to  religion,  was  then 
in  Kordofan.     He  took  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  the  Cha- 
life,  and  the  increafing  difcontent  of  the  foldiery,  to  get  himfelf 
appointed  their  leader.     Returning  towards  FAr,  he  met  his 
brother  in  the  field,  and  they  came  to  an  engagement^  which, 
whether  by  the  prowefs  of  Abd-ei-rachman,  or  the  perfidy  q£ 
the  other's  adherents,  is  unknown,  was  decided  in  favour  of  the 
former.     The  Chalife  was  wounded ;  and  while  one  of  his 
fons  parried  the  blows  that  were  aimed  at  his  life,  they  perifhed 
together  covered  with  wounds.     The  children  of  Teraub,  the 
rightful  heirs,  were  in  the  mean  time  forgotten,  and  are  now 
wandering  about,  fcraping  a  miferable  fubfiftence  from  the  par- 
iimonious   alms   of   their  ufurping  uncle.      Abd-el-rachman 
thought  fit  to  facrifice  but  one  of  them,  who  being  of  mature 

age. 
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age,  and,  according  to  general  report,  endowed  with  talents 
greater  than  the  reft,  was  the  chief  ohjcGt  of  his  fufpicion  and 
his  fears. 

The  ufurper,  after  the  victory,  found  himfelf  in  peaceable 
pofleilion  of  the  throne  ;  yet  judging  it  right  to  maintain  for  a 
time  the  (hew  of  moderation  and  felf-denial,  he  employed  that 
diflimulation  for  which  his  countrymen  are  famous^  in  perfuad- 
ing  them  that  his  affedions  were  fixed  on  the  bleflings  of  iii- 
turity,  and  that  he  was  indifferent  to  the  fplendour  of  em- 
pire. He  refufed  even  to  fee  the  treafures  of  his  deceafed 
brother,  in  gold,  flaves;  &c*  and  as  he  entered  the  interior  of 
the  palace  drew  the  folds  of  his  turban  over  his  eyes,  faying  the 
temptation  was  too  great  for  him,  and  iilvocating  the  Supreme 
Being  to  preferve  him  from  its  effects.  For  a  certain  time  too 
he  confined  himfelf  to  the  poffeflion  of  four  wives  (free  wo- 
men) allowed  by  the  law  of  the  Prophet  At  length,  finding 
his  claim  unqueftioned,  and  his  authority  firmly  eftablifhed,  the 
veil  of  fanftity,  now  no  longer  neceffary,  was  thrown  afide, 
and  ambition  and  avarice  appeared  without  difguife.  He  now 
waftes  whole  days  in  mifanthropic  folitude,  gazing  in  ftupid  ad^ 
miration  on  heaps  of  coftly  apparel,  and  an  endlefs  train  of 
flaves  and  camels,  and  revels  in  the  fubmiflive  charms  of  near 
two  hundred  free  women.  Abd-el-rachman  aflumed  the  Impe- 
rial dignity  in  the  year  of  the  Hejira  1202,  of  the  Chriftian 
aera  1787.  The  difcontent  of  the  people  however,  and'particu* 
larly  of  the  foldiery  in  confequence  of  the  feverity  of  his  regu- 
lations, and   his  perfonal   avarice,  were    (1795)   very   much 

increafing, 
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increafing,  which  made  me  imagine  his  reign  would  not  be 
long. 

Hi/lory. 

Mohammed  Teraub,  already  mentioned,  was  preceded  by  a 
king  named  Abd-el-Cafim ;  Abd-el-Cafim  by  Bokar ;  Bokar  by 
Omar.  Some  of  the  earlier  kings  are  yet  fpoken  of  under  the 
names  of  Solyman,  Mohammed,  &c.  But  as  th^  people  of  the 
country  poflefs  no  written  documents,  I  found  thoie  of  whom  I 
inquired  often  at  variance  both  with  regard  to  the  genealogy  and 
the  fucceffion  of  their  monarchs.  In  all  countries  thefe  are 
points  of  fmatl  import ;  but  efpecially  in  one  of  which  io  £ew 
particulars  are  kno¥ni  to  us.  It  may  yet  be  remarked,  that 
they  commonly  mention  the  reign  of  Solyman,  as  the  epocha 
when  IDamifm  began  to  prevail  in  the  country*  Defcribtng  this 
Sultan,  at  the  fame  time,  as  of  the  Dageou  race^  which  fwayed 
the  fceptpe  long  before  that  of  Fiir  became  powerful.  Circumi- 
fiances  have  inclined  me  to  believe^  that  the  reign  of  this  prince 
muft  have  been  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred 
woA  fifty  years  ago« 

On  what  the  natives  relate  of  their  early  hiilory,  little  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  :  but  it  feems  that  the  Dageou  race  came 
originally  from  the  North,  having  been  expelled  from  that  part 
of  Africa  now,   nominally  at  leaft,  under  the   dominion  of 

■^"^^  *  Harvefi, 

*  I  remember  to  hare  borrowed,  while  at  Damafcus,  a  fmall  quarto  volume, 
written  in  eafy  Arabic,  widieut  either  title  or  conclulion^  which  contained  a  kind 

of 
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Harvefij  food^  ^c. 

In  that  part  of  the  country  where  I  refided  are  found  neither 
lakes,  rivers,  marflies,  nor  any  other  appearance  of  water  but 
the  wells  which  are  dug  for  domeftic  confumption,  except 
during  the  rainy  feafon.  At  that  period  torrents,  of  greater  or 
lefs  dimenfions,  interfeft  the  country  in  all  dired:ions.  The 
rainy  feafon  lails  from  before  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle 
or  end  of  September.     This  feafon  is  called  Harif  *• 

I  have  obferved  that  the  rain,  which  is  generally  very  heavy 
and  accompanied  with  lightning,  falls  mod  frequently  from 
3  P.  M.  till  midnight. 

The  changes  of  the  wind  are  not  periodical  but  inftantaneous. 
It  is  with  a  foutherly  wind  that  the  greateft  heat  prevdls ;  and 
with  a  South-Eaft  that  the  greateft  quantity  of  rain  falls.  When 
the  breeze  is  from  the  North  or  North-weft  it  is  moft  refreih-* 


of  hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  the  {ajbab)  early  propagators  of  Mohammedifm, 
and  %irhich  enumerated,  if  I  miftake  not,  a  tribe  under  the  denomination  of 
F&r  j^  among  their  adverfaries,  after  the  taking  of  Bahneji  in  Middle  Egypt, 
and  their  confequent  invaGon  of  the  more  Southern  provinces. 

*  If  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  rain  fall,  the  agrlcultors  are  reduced  to  great 
diftrefs ;  and  it  happened,  about  feven  years  before  my  arrival,  that  many  people 
were  obliged  to  eat  th^  young  branches  of  trees  pounded  in  a  mortar. 

O  O  ing. 
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ing,  but  does  not  generally  continue  long  in  that  quarter.  The 
hot  and  oppreffive  winds  which  fill  the  air  with  thick  duft 
blow  conftantly  from  the  South. 

One  day,  while  I  was  fitting  in  the  market-place  at  Cobbe, 
I  obferved  a  lingular  appearance  in  the  air,  which  foon  dis- 
covered itfelf  to  be  a  column  of  fand,  raifed  from  the  defert 
by  a  whirlwind.  It  was  apparently  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
diftant,  and  continued  about  eight  minutes ;  this  phenomenon 
had  nothing  of  the  tremendous  appearance  of  the  columns  of 
fand  defcribed  by  Bruce  as  rifing  between  Aifuan  and  Chendi, 
being  merely  a  light  cloud  of  fand. 

The  harveft  is  conduced  in  a  very  fimple  manner.  The 
women  and  flaves  of  the  proprietor  are  employed  to  break  off 
the  ears  with  their  hands,  leaving  the  draw  Handing,  which  is 
afterwards  applied  to  buildings  and  various  other  ufeful  pur- 
pofes.  They  then  accumulate  them  in  bafkets,  and  carry  them 
away  on  their  heads.  When  threlhed,  which  is  awkwardly 
and  incompletely  performed,  they  expofe  the  grain  to  the  fun 
till  it  become  quite  dry ;  after  this  an  hole  in  the  earth  is  pre-^ 
pared,  the  bottom  and  fides  of  which  are  covered  with  chaff  to 
exclude  the  vermin.  This  cavity  or  magazine  is  filled  with 
grain,  which  is  then  covered  with  chaff,  and  afterwards  with 
earth.  In  this  way  the  maize  is  preferved  tolerably  well.  In 
ufing  it  for  food,  they  grind  it,  and  boil  it  in  the  form  of 
polenta,  which  is  eaten  either  with  fre(h  or  four  milk,  or  ftill 
more  frequently  with  a  fauce  made  of  dried  meat  pounded  in  a 

mortar, 


EGYPT,    AND    SYRIA.  283 

mortar,  and  boiled  with  onions,  &c.  The  Furians  ufe  little 
butter ;  with  the  Egyptians  and  Arabs  it  is  an  article  in  great 
requeft.  There  is  alfo  another  fauce  which  the  poorer  people 
ufe  and  highly  relifh,  it  is  compofed  of  an  herb  called  Cowcl  or 
Cawel^  of  a  tafte  in  part  acefcent  and  in  part  bitter,  and  gene- 
rally difagreeable  to  ftrangers. 

As  a  fubilitute  for  bread,  cakes  of  the  fame  material  are  alfo 
baked  on  a  fmooth  fubilance  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  which 
are  extremely  thin,  and  if  dexterouily  prepared  not  unpalatable. 
Thefe  are  called  kijfery  (fragments  or  fedlions) ;  they  are  alfo 
eaten  with  the  fauce  above  mentioned,  or  with  milk,  or  fimply 
water ;  and  in  whatever  form  the  grain  be  ufed,  the  rich  caufe 
it  to  be  fermented  before  it  be  reduced  to  flour,  which  gives  it 
a  very  agreeable  tafte.  They  alfo  make  no  hefitation  in  eating 
the  dokn  raw,  but  moiftened  with  water,  without  either  grind- 
ing or  the  operation  of  fire. 

The  Sultan  here  does  not  feem  wholly  inattentive  to  that 
important  objeft,  agriculture.  Neverthelefs,  it  may  be  efteemed 
rather  a  blind  compliance  with  antient  cuftom,  than  individual 
public  fpirit,  in  which  has  originated  a  practice  adopted  by  him, 

in  itfelf  fufficiently  laudable,  fince  other  of  his  regulations  by 
no  means  conduce  to  the  fame  end. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Hartfy  or  wet  feafon,  which  is  alfo 
the  moment  for  fowing  the  corn,  the  King  goes  out  with  his 
Meleks  and  the  reft  of  his  train,  and  while  the  people  are  em* 
ployed  in  turning  up  the  ground  and  fowing  the  feed,  he  alfo 

002  makes 
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makes  feveral  holes  wiih  his  own  Hand.  The  fame  cuftom,  if 
is  faid,  obtains  in  Bomou,  and  other  countries  in  this  part  of 
Africa.  It  calls  to  the  mind  a  pradice  of  the  Egyptian  kings, 
mentioned  by  Herodotus.  Whether  this  ufage  be  antecedent  to 
the  introdudion  of  Mohammedifm  into  the  country,  I  know 
not ;  but  as  it  is  attended  with  no  fuperftitious  obfervance,  it 
would  rather  feem  to  belong  to  that  creed. 


Population. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  a  country  in  fo  rude  a  ftate  as 
this  is  at  prefent,  it  muft  necefTarily  be  extremely  difficult  to 
compute  with  precifion.  Poffibly  the  levies  for  war  may  fur-^ 
nifli  fome  criterion.  The  Sultan,  for  about  two  years,  had 
been  engaged  in  a  very  ferious  war  with  the  ufurper  of  Kor- 

dofan.  The  original  levies  for  this  war  I  have  underftood 
confided  of  about  two  thoufand  men.  Continual  reinforce- 
ments have  been  fent,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  amount  to 
more  than  half  that  number.  At  prefent  the  army  does  not 
contain  more  than  two  thoufand,  great  numbers  of  them  having 
been  taken  off  by  the  fmalUpox,  and  other  caufes.  Even  this 
number  is  very  much  miffed,  and  the  army  is  flill  fpoken  of  as 
a  very  large  one.  It  feems  to  me  from  this  and  other  confider-* 
ations,  that  the  number  of  fouls  within  the  empire  cannot 
much  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand.  Cobbe  is  one  of  their 
mod  populous  towns ;  yet  from  the  beft  computation  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  knowing  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  houfes,  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  the 

total 
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total  amount  of  both  fexes,  inclydiqg  ilave9>  much  exceeds  fix 
thoufaad.    Of  thefc  the  greater  proportion  ape  Hare^. 

The  houfes  are  feparated  from  each  other  by  wide  intervals, 
as  each  man  choofes  for  building  the  fpot  neareft  to  the  ground 
he  cultivates ;  fo  that  in  an  extent  of  about  two  miles  on  a  line, 
not  much  more  than  one  hundred  diflinA  inclofiires  properly 
to  be  termed  houfes  are  vifible.  The  number  of  villages  is 
confiderable ;  but  a  few  hundred  fouls  form  the  fum  of  the 
largeft.  There  are  only  eight  or  ten  towns  of  great  popu- 
lation. 

The  people  of  Dar-Fur  are  divided  into  thofe  from  the  river, 
of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken,  fome  few  from  the  Weft,  who 
are  either  Fukkara,  or  come  for  the  purpofes  of  trade.  Arabs, 
who  are  very  numerous;  and  fome  of  whom  are  eftablifhed  in 
the  country,  and  cannot  quit  it ;  they  are  of  many  different 
tribes,  but  the  greater  number  are  thofe  who  lead  a  wandering 
kind  of  life  on  the  frontiers,  and  breed  camels,  oxen,  and  horfes. 
Yet  they  are  not,  for  the  moft  part,  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dependence 
as  always  to  contribute  effedually  to  the  ftrength  of  the  mo- 
narch in  war,  or  to  his  fupplies  in  peace.  Thefe  are  Mabmid^ 
the  Mabrioy  the  beni-FeJ^ray  the  beni-Gerdr^  and  feveral  others 

;^hofe  names  I  do  not  recoUeft.  After  the  Arabs  come  the 
people  of  Zeghatva,  which  once  formed  a  diftindl  kingdom, 
whofe  chief  went  to  the  field  with  a  thoufand  horfemen,  as  it 
is  faid,  from  among  his  own  fubje^s.  The  Zeghawa  fpeak 
a  different  dialed  from  the  people  of  Fun  We  muft  then 
enumerate  the  people  of  Bego  or  Dagedu,  who  are  now  fubjedl 
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to  the  crown  of  Fur,  but  are  a  diftinia  tribe,  which  formerly 
ruled  the  country.  Kordofan,  which  is  now  fubjed  to  Fur, 
and  a  number  of  other  fmaller  kingdoms,  as  Bar  Bertiy  &c. 
Dar  Rugna  has  a  king,  who  is  however  d^endent,  but  more 
on'Bergoo  than  on  Fur.  What  are  the  numbers  of  each  is  very 
difficult  to  fay,  as  there  are  few  or  no  data  whence  any  thing 
fatisfadory  can  be  deduced. 


Building. 

This  art,  in  which  more  refined .  nations  difplay  fo  much 
ingenuity,  and  confume  fo  much  of  their  property,  is  here 
limited  by  the  neceffity  that  produced  it.  A  light  roof  fhelters 
the  Furian  from  the  fun  and  rain,  and  he  fears  not  to  be  crufhed 
by  the  mafs  which  he  has  raifed  for  his  fecurity*  The  con- 
flagration may  defolate  his  abode,  but  his  foul  is  not  appalled, 
for  he  has  xaifed  no  monument  of  vanity  to  become  its  prey. 
The  walls,  wherever  that  material  is  to  be  procured,  are  built 
of  clay }  and  the  people  of  higher-rank  cover  them  with  a  kind 
of  plafter,  and  colour  them  white,  red,  and  black.  The  apart- 
ments are  of  three  kinds,  one  is  called  a  Do^ga^  which  is  a 
cube  commonly  formed  in  the  proportion  of  twenty  feet  by 
twelve.  The  four  walls  are  covered  with  a  flat  roof  confifting 
of  light  beams  laid  horizontally  from  fide  to  (ide  j  over  this  is 
fpread  a  ftratum  of  ufhar,  or  fome  other  light  wood,  or,  by 
thofe  who  can  aflford  the  e;spenfe,  courfe  mats  j  a  quantity  of 
dried  horfe's  or  camel's  dung  is  laid  over  this ;  and  the  whole  is. 
finifhed  with  a  ftrong  and  fmooth  coating  of  clay.  They  con- 
trive 
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trive  to  give  the  roof  a  flight  obliquity,  making  fpouts  to  carry 
off  the  water.  The  roof  thus  conftrufled  i&  a  tolerable  pro- 
teftion  from  the  rain,  and  the  whole  building  is  in  a  certain 
degree  fecure  from  robbers,  and  the  other  inconveniences  which 
are  there  to  be  expected.  The  Donga  is  provided  with  a  door, 
confifting  of  a  (ingle  plank,  hewn  with  the  axe,  as  the  plane 
and  faw  are  equally  unknown.  It  is  fecured  by  a  padlock,  and 
thus  conftitutes  the  repofitory  of  all  their  property.  The  next 
is  called  a  Kournaij  which  is  ufually  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
Dongdy  differing  from  it  in  being  without  a  door,  and  having 
no  other  roof  than  thatch,  (helving  like  that  of  our  barns,  com* 
pofed  of  Kaffob,  the  ftraw  of  the  maize,  and  fupported  by  light 
rafters.  This  however  is  cooler  in  fummer  than  the  more 
clofely  covered  buildings,  and  is  appropriated  to  receiving  com- 
pany, and  fleeping.  The  women  are  commonly  lodged,  and 
drefs  their  food  in  another  apartment  of  the  fame  kind  as  the 
laft,  but  round,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  diameter : 
this  is  called  Sukteia.  The  walls  of  the  Donga  are  often  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  high  ;  thofe  of  the  other  buildings  feldom 
exceed  feven  or  eight,  but  this  depends  on  the  tafte  of  the 
owner.  The  floor  of  each,  by  perfons  who  are  attentive  to 
neatnefs,  is  covered  with  clean  fand,  which  is  changed  as 
occafion  requires.  An  houfe  in  which  there  are  two  Dongas^ 
two  Kournaksy  and  two  Sukteiasy  is  confidered  as  a  large  and 
commodious  one,  fitted  to  the  u(e  of  merchants  of  the  firft 
order.  A  Rukkuba  ((bed)  is  frequently  added,  which  is  no 
more  than  a  place  (heltered  from  the  fun,  where  a  company  fit 
and  converfe  in  the  open  air.  The  interior  fence  of  the  hou(e 
is  commonly  a  wall  of  clay.     The  exterior  univerfally  a  thick 
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hedge,  confifling  of  dried  branches  of  acacia  and  other  thorny 
trees,  which  fecures  the  cattle,  and  prevents  the  flaves  from  ef-^ 
caping  ;  but  which,  as  it  takes  no  root,  is  never  green,  and  has 
rather  a  gloomy  afpedl*  The  materials  of  the  village  houfes 
require  no  particular  defcription ;  they  are  commonly  of  the 
form  of  the  Sukteia^  when  they  rife  above  the  appellation  of  hut, 
but  the  fubilance  is  the  draw  of  the  maize,  or  fome  other 
equally  coarfe  and  infecure.  Tents  are  not  ufed,  except  by 
the  Meleks  and  great  men,  and  thefe  are  ill-conftrufted.  In 
time  of  war  materials  to  conftru£t  huts  are  found  by  the  fol- 
diers,  and  applied  without  great  difficulty ;  and  the  Sarcina  btlH 
of  each  man  is  a  light  mat  adapted  to  the  fize  of  his  body. 


Manners. 

The  troops  of  the  country  are  not  famed  for  Ikill,  courage^ 
or  perfeverance.  In  their  campaigns  much  reliance  is  placed  on 
the  Arabs  who  accompany  them,  and  who  are  properly  tributa- 
ries rather  than  fubjefts  of  the  Sultan.  One  energy  of  barba- 
rifm  they  indeed  poflfefs,  in  common  with  other  favages,  that 
of  being  able  to  endure  hunger  and  thirft  j  but  in  this  particu- 
lar they  have  no  advantage  over  their  neighbours.  On  the 
journey,  a  man  whom  I  had  obferved  travelling  on  foot  with  the 
caravan,  but  unconnefted  with  any  perfon,  afked  me  for  bread 
— "  How  long  have  you  been  without  it?"  faid  L — "  Two  days," 
was  the  reply. — "  And  how  long  without  water  ?" — "  I  drank 
water  laft  night." — This  was  at  fun-fet,  after  we  had  been  march- 
ing all  day  in  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  we  had  yet  fix  hours  to 

reach 
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reach  the  well.  la  their  perfoos  the  Furtans  are  not  remark- 
able for  ckanlinefs.  Though  obferring  as  Mohammedans  all  the 
fuperftitloiis  formalities  c^  prayer,  their  hair  is  rarely  combed, 
or  their  bodies  comf^letely  w^ihed.  The  hair  of  the  pubes  and 
axillae  it  is  ufual  to  exterminate  ;  but  they  know  not  the  ufe  of 
foap ;  fo  that  with  them  polifhing  the  ikin  with  unguents  holds 
the  place  of  perfeA  ablutions  and  real  purity.  A  kind  of 
&rinaceous  pafte  is  however  prepared,  which  being  applied  with 
butter  to  the  fkin,  and  rubbed  continually  till  it  become  dry, 
not  only  improves  its  appearance,  but  removes  from  it  acci- 
dental fordes,  and  ftill  more  the  eSeSt  of  continued  tranfpir-r 
ation,  which,  as  there  are  no  baths  in  the  country,  is  a  confi* 
dention  of  fome  importance.  The  female  flaves  are  dexterous 
in  die  application  of  it,  and  to  undergo  this  operation  is  one  of 
the  refinements  of  African  ienfuality.  Their  intervals  of  labour 
and  red  are  fixed  by  no  eftablifhed  rule,  but  governed  by  in- 
clination or  perfonal  convenience.  Their  fatigues  are  often  re- 
newed under  the  oppreffive  influence  of  the  meridian  fun,  and 
in  fome  diflrids  their  nightly  (lumbers  are  interrupted  by  the 
dread  of  robbers,  in  others  by  the  mufquitoes  and  other  incon* 
veniences  of  the  climate. 

An  inveterate  animofity  feems  to  exift  between  the  natives  of 
Fur  and  thofe  of  Kordofan.  From  converfations  with  both 
parties  I  have  uxulerAood  that  there  have  been  almoft  continual 
wars  between  the  two  countries  as  far  as  the  memory  of  in- 
dividuals extends.  One  of  the  caufes  of  this  hoftility  appears 
to  be  their  relative  pofition ;  the  latter  lying  in  the  road  he- 
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twecn  Dar-Fur  and  Sennaar,  which  is  confidered  as'  the  moft 
pradicable,  though  not  the  dire£k  communication  between  the 
the  former  and  Mekka.  Nor  can  caravans  pafs  from  Suakem 
to  Fur,  as  appears,  but  by  the  permiflion  of  the  governors  of 
Kordofan.  The  jealoufy  of  trade  therefore  is  in^art  the  origin 
of  their  unvaried  and  implacable  animofity. 

Nothing  refembling  current  coin  is  found  in  Soudan,  unlefs 
it  be  certain  fmall  tin  rings,  the  value  of  which  is  in  fome  de- 
gree arbitrary,  and  which  alone  obtains  at  £1  Faflier.  In  that 
place  they  ferve  as  the  medium  of  exchange  for  fmall  articles, 
for  which  in  others  are  received  beads,  fait,  &c.  Thefe  rings 
are  made  of  fo  many  various  fizes,  that  I  have  known  fome- 
times  twelve,  fometimes  one  hundred  and  forty  of  them,  pafs 
for  a  given  quantity  and  quality  of  cotton  cloth.  The  Auftrian 
dollars,  and  other  filver  coins,  brought  from  Egypt,  are  all 
fold  for  ornaments  for  the  women,  and  fome  little  profit  at- 
tends the  fale  of  them,  but  the  ufe  of  them  in  drefs  is  far  from 
general. 

Gold  not  being  found  within  the  limits  of  Fur,  is  feldom 
feen  in  the  market ;  when  it  appears  there,  it  is  in  the  form  of 

« 

rings  of  about  one*fourth  of  an  ounce  weight  each,  in  which 
ftate  it  comes  from  Sennaar.  The  Egyptian  mabbUby  or  other 
damped  money,  none  will  receive  but  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try. The  other  articles  chiefly  current,  are  fuch  as  belong  to 
their  drefs,  as  cotton  cloths,  beads,  amber,  kohhel,  rh^a,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  oxen,  camels,  and  flaves. 

The 
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The  difpofitioQ  of  the  people  of  Fur  has  appeared  to  me 
more  cheerful  than  that  of  the  Egyptians  ;  and  that  gravity  and 
referve  which  the  precepts  of  Mobammedifm  infpire,  and  the 
practice  of  the  greater  number  of  its  profefTors  countenances 
and  even  requires,  feems  by  no  means  as  yet  to  fit  eafy  on 
them.  A  government  perfedly  defpotic,  and  at  this  time  not 
ill  adminiftered,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  manners  of  the  people, 
yet  forms  no  adequate  reftraint  to  their  violent  paffions  *.  Prone 
to  inebriation,  but  unprovided  with  materials  or  ingenuity  to 
prepare  any  other  fermented  liquor  than  Buzaj  with  this  alone 
their  convivial  exceifes  are  .committed.  But  though  the  Sultan 
hath  juft  publiflied  an  ordinance  (March  1795)  forbidding  the 
ufe  of  that  liquor  under  pain  of  death,  the  plurality,  though 
lefs  publicly  than  before,  ftill  indulge  themfelves  in  it.  A  com- 
pany often  fits  from  fun-rife  to  fun-fet  drinking  and  converfmg^ 
till  a  fmgle  man  fometimies  carries  off  near  two  gallons  of  that 
liquor.  The  buza  has  however  a  diuretic  and  diaphoretic  ten*^ 
dency,  which  precludes  any  danger  from  thefe  excefles. 

In  this  country  dancing  is  pradifed  by  the  men  as  well  as 
the  women,  and  they  often  dance  promifcuoufly.  Each  tribe 
feems  to  have  its  appropriate  dance :  that  of  Fur  is  called  Secon^ 
dariy  that  of  Bukkara  5^;/^/^/^.  Some  are  grave,  others  lafci* 
vious,  but  confining  rather  of  violent  efforts  than  of  graceful 

*  The  inhabitants  of  a  village  called  Bermo,  having  quarrelled  with  thofe  of 
another  hamlet,  and  fome  having  been  killed  on  both  (ides,  all  the  property  of 
both  villages  was  forfeited  to  the  king,  the  inhabitants  being  abandoned  to 
poverty. 
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motions.  Such  is  their  fondnefs  for  this  amafement,  that  the 
fiaves  dance  in  fetters  to  the  mufic  of  a  little  drum ;  and,  what 
I  have  rarely  feen  in  Africa  or  the  Eaft,  the  time  is  marked  by 
means  of  a  long  ftick  held  by  two,  while  others  beat  the  cadence 
with  ihort  batons. 

They  u(e  the  games  of  Tah^u-^dui  and  Dris^wa-^takite^  d^ 
fcribed  by  Niebuhr,  which  however  appear  not  indigenoos^  but 
to  have  been  borrowed  of  the  Arabs. 

The  vices  of  thieving,  lying,  and  cheating  in  bargains^  with 
all  others  nearly  or  remotely  allied  to  them,  as  often  happen 
among  a  people  under  the  fame  circumftances,  are  here  aLmoft 
univerfal.  No  property,  whether  considerable  or  trifling,  is  fafe 
out  of  the  fight  c^  the  owner,  nor  indeed  icarcely  in  it,  ualeft 
he  be  ftronger  than  the  thief.  In  buying  and  felliog  l!be  parent 
glories  in  deceiving  the  foti,  and  the  fon  the  parent ;  and  God 
and  the  Prophet  are  hourly  invocated,  to  give  cdour  to  the  moft 
palpable  frauds  and  falfehoods. 

The  privilege  of  polygamy,  which,  as  is  well  known,  be- 
longs to  their  religit)n,  the  people  of  Soudan  pufii  to  the  ex- 
treme. At  this  circumllance  tt^  MuiTelmans  of  Egypt,  widi 
whom  I  have  converfed  on  the  fubjed};,  afied  to  be  much  fcan- 
dalized :  for  whereas,  by  their  law  they  are  allowed  ifour  free 
women,  and  as  many  Haves  as  they  can  conveniently  maintain, 
the  Furians  take  both  free  women  and  flaves  without  .any  limit- 
atitm.  The  Sultan  has  nvore  than  an  hundred  free  women,  and 
many  of  the  Meleks  have  from  twenty  to  thirty.     Terauh,  a 

late 


EGYPT,    AND    SYRIA.  293 

late  king,  contented  himfelf  with  about  five  hundred  females  as 
a  light  travelling  equipage  in  his  wars  in  Kordofan,  and  left  as 
manj  more  in  his  palace.  This  may  feem  ridiculous,  but  whea 
it  is  recolle&ed  that  they  had  corn  to  grind,  water  to  fetch,  food 
to  dreis,  and  all  menial  offices  to. perform  for  feveral  hundred 
individtsals,  and  that  thefe  females  (excepting  thofe  who  are  re* 
puted  Serrarij  conculunes  of  the  monarch)  travel  on  foot,  and 
even  carry  utenfUs,  &c.  on  their  heads;  employment  for  thia 
immenie  retinue  may  be  imagined,  without  attributing  to  the 
Sultan  more  libidinous  propenfities  than  belong  to  others  of  the 
fame  rank  and  ftation.  ^ 

This  people  exceeds  in  indulgences  with  women,  and  pays 
little  regard  to  reftraint  or  decency.  The  form  of  the  houfes 
aliteady  defcribed  fecures  no  great  fecrecy  to  what  is  carried  00 
within  them,  yet  even  the  concealment  which  is  thus  offered,  ia 
not  always  fought.  The  (hade  of  a  tree,  or  long  grafs,  is  the 
fole  temple  required  for  the  iacrifices  to  the  primasyal  deity.  In 
the  courie  of  licentious  indulgence  father  and  daughter,  fon  and 
mother  au-e  fbmetimes  minted.  The  relations  of  brother  and 
iifter  are  exchanged  for  clofer  intercourfe  ;  and  in  the  adjoining 
ftate,  (Bergoo,)  the  example  of  the  monarch  countenances  the 
infradion  of  a  pofitive  precept,  as  well  of  Iflamifm,  as  of  die 
other  rules  of  faith,  wliich  have  taken  their  tindure  from  the 
Mofaic  dflfpeniation. 

But  however  unbridled  their  sqppetites  in  other  reipeds  may 
-be,  paederafty,  fo  common  in  Afia  and  the  North  of  Africa,  is  in 
Sottdin  little  known  or  praAifed.    Ilie  iitpadcin,  charai^ca-,  and 
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treatment  of  women  is  not  exadly  fimilar,  either  to  that  which 
marks  the  manners  of  Afia,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  or  to  that 
which  is  eftablifhed  in  Europe.  In  contradiftindion  to  the  wo- 
men of  Egypt,  in  Soudan,  when  a  ftranger  enters  the  houfe, 
one  of  the  more  modeft  indeed  retires,  but  {he  is  contented  to 
retire  to  a  fmall  diftance,  and  paifes  and  repafTes  executing  the 
buiinefs  of  the  houfe  in  the  prefence  of  the  men.  In  Egypt,  a 
veil  is  invariably  the  guardian  of  real  or  affe^ed  modefty.  In 
Dar-Fur  none  attempt  to  conceal  their  faces  but  the  wives  of 
the  great,  whofe  rank  demands  fome  aiSedation  of  decency — 
who  from  fatiety  of  indulgence  become  coquets,  or  whofe  vanity 
induces  them  to  expeA  that  concealment  will  enfnare  the  inex- 
perienced with  the  hope  of  youth  which  has  ceafed  to  recom- 
mend them,  or  beauty  by  which  they  could  never  boaft  to  be 
adorned.  The  middle  and  inferior  rank  are  always  contented 
with  the  flight  covering  of  a  cotton  cloth,  wrapped  round  the 
waift,  and  occafionally  another  of  the  fame  form,  materials,  and 
fize,  and  equally  loofe,  artlefsly  thrown  over  the  ihoulders.  They 
never  eat  with  the  men,  but  (hew  no  hefitation  at  being  prefent 
when  the  men  eat  and  drink.  The  mod  modeft  of  them  will 
enter  the  houfe,  not  only  of  a  man  and  a  ftranger,  but  of  the 
traders  of  Egypt,  and  make  their  bargains  at  leifure.  On  fuch 
occafions,  any  indelicate  freedom  on  the  part  of  the  merchant  is 
treated  with  peculiar  indulgence.  The  hufband  is  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  jealoufy,  and  provided  he  have  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  his  complaifance  will  be  attended  with  any  folid  advantage, 
will  readily  yield  his  place  to  a  ftranger.  Nothing  can  fhock 
the  feelings  of  an  Egyptian  more  than  to  fee  his  wife  in  con- 
verfation  with  another  man  in  public.     For  iimilar  condu^ 
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individuals  of  that  nation  have  been  knov^n  to  infli&  the  lad 
punifhmeat.  A  liberty  of  this  kind  has  no  fuch  eflfeA  on  a 
Funan. 

Defendit  numerus^  junSlaque  in  umbone  phalanges. 

The  univerfality  of  the  pradlice  prevents  its  being  efteemed 
either  criminal  or  {hameful. 

Some  of  the  mod  laborious  domeftic  offices  in  this  country 
are  executed  by  v^omen.  They  not  only  prepare  the  foil  and 
fow  the  corn,  but  affift  in  gathering  it.  They  alone  too  arc 
engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  grinding  and  cpnverting  it  into  bread. 
They  not  only  prepare  the  food,  in  which  (contrary  to  the 
pradice  of  the  Arabs)  it  is  efteemed  difgraceful  for  a  man  to 
occupy  himfelf,  but  fetch  water,  wafh  the  apparel,  and  cleanie 
the  apartments.  Even  the  clay  buildings,  which  have  been 
mentioned,  are  conftrudied  chiefly  by  women.  It  is  not  uncom<* 
mon  to  fee  a  man  on  a  journey,  mounted  idly  on  an  afs,  while 
his  vnfe  is  pacing  many  a  weary  ftep  on  foot  behind  him,  and 
moreover,  perhaps,  carrying  a  fiipply  of  provilions  or  culinary 
utenfils.  Yet  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  man  is  defpotic 
in  his  houfe  :  the  voice  of  the  female  has  its  full  weight.  No 
queftion  of  domeftic  oeconomy  is  decided  without  her  concur- 
rence, and,  far  from  being  wearied  with  the  corpcM'eal  exertions 
of  the  day,  by  the  time  the  fun  declines,  her  memory  of  real  or 
imaginary  injuries  affords  matter  for  querulous  upbraiding  and 
aculeate  farcafms. 

Who. 
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Whoever,  impelled  by  vanity,  (for  no  profit  attends  it,)  re- 
ceives to  bis  bed  the  daughter  of  a  King  or  powerful  Melek, 
(women  of  this  rank  are  called  Miram^)  finds  her  fole  modenu- 
trix  of  his  family,  and  himfelf  reduced  to  a  cipher.  Of  his  real 
or  reputed  offspring  he  has  no  voice  in  the  difpofal,  govern- 
ment, or  inflruAion.  The  princefs,  who  has  honoured  him 
with  the  limited  right  over  her  perfon,  becomes  not  the  part- 
ner,  but  the  fole  proprietor,  of  all  that  he  poffeffed;  and  her  moft 
extravagant  caprices  mull  not  be  thwarted,  leaft  her  difpleafure 
jhould  be  fucceeded  by  that  of  the  monarch. 

The  man  cannot  take  another  wife  with  the  fame  ceremonies 
or  dowry  ;  and  if  any  difpute  arife  concerning  inheritance,  the 
right  is  always  decided  in  favour  of  the  Mir  am.  Finally,  he  is 
almofl  a  prifoner  in  the  country,  which  he  cannot  leave,  how- 
ever diftreffed,  and  however  he  may  be  inclined  to  retrieve  his 
fortune  by  trade,  without  fpecial  permiffion  from  the  Sultan, 
and  the  immediate  and  unqualified  forfeiture  not  only  of  the 
dowry  he  gave,  but  of  all  the  valuables  he  received  in  confe* 
quence  of  the  honourable  alliance. 

Previoufly  to  the  eftablifhment  of  Iflamifm*  and  klngihip,  the 
people  of  Fur  feem  to  have  formed  wandering  tribes,  in  which 
ftate  many  of  the  neighbouring  nations  to  this  day  remain.  In 
their  perfons  they  differ  from  the  negroes  of  the  coaft  of  Gui^^ 
nea.    Their  hair  is  generally  fhort  and  woolly,  though  fome  axe 

*  About  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 

feen 
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feca  with  it  of  the  length  of  eight  or  ten  inches,  which  they 
efteem  a  beauty.  Their  complexion  is  for  the  mod  part  per- 
feStlj  black.  The  Arabs,  who  are  numerous  within  the  em- 
pire, retain  their  diilindtion  of  feature,  colour,  and  language. 
They  moft  commonly  intermarry  with  each  other.  The  Haves, 
which  are  brought  from  the  country  they  call  F^tUj  (land  of 
idolaters,)  perfe^ly  refemble  thofe  of  Guinea,  and  their  lan^ 
guage  is  peculiar  to  themfelves. 

In  moft  of  the  towns,  except  Cobbe,  which  is  the  chief 
refidence  of  foreign  merchants,  and  even  at  court,  the  vernacu- 
lar idiom  is  in  more  frequent  ufe  than  the  Arabic ;  yet  the  lat- 
ter is  pretty  generally  underftood.  The  judicial  proceedings, 
which  are  held  in  the  monarch's  prefence,  are  conduced  in 
both  languages,  all  that  is  fpoken  in  the  one  being  immediately 
tranflated  into  the  other  by  an  interpreter  {Tergimin). 

Akct  thofe  who  fill  the  offices  of  government,  the  Faqul^  or 
learned  man,  i.  e.  prieft,  holds  the  higheft  rank.  Some  few  of 
thefe  Faquis  have  been  educated  at  Kahira,  but  the  majority  of 
them  in  fchools  of  the  country.  They  are  ignorant  of  every 
thing  except  the  Koran.  The  nation,  like  moft  of  the  North  of 
Africa,  except  Egypt,  is  of  the  fed  of  the  Imam  Midek,  which 
however  differs  not  materially  from  that  of  Shafei. 


Q^Q^  Revenues 
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Revenues  of  Dar^Fur. 

X.  On  all  merchandize  imported  the  king  has  a  duty^  which 
in  many  inftaoces  amounts  to  near  a  tenth  ;  as  for  inflance,  on 
erery  camel's  load  of  cotton  goods  brought  from  Egypt^  and 
which  commonly  confifls  of  two  hundred  pieces,  the  duty  paid 
to  the  king  by  the  merchants  of  Egypt  is  twenty  pieces :  the 
Arajbs  who  are  under  his  government  and  the  natiyes  pay 
more ;  ibmc  articles  however  do.  not  pay  fo  much. 


2.  la  addition  to  thia,  when  they  are  about  to  leave  Dar^ 
oil  their  return  to  Egypt,  another  tax  is  demanded  on  the  flaves 
exported,  under  pretence  of  a  voluntary  douceur,  to  be  exempt 
from  having  their  ilayes  fcrutinifed.  This^  on  our  cacavan, 
which  comprifed  about  five  thoufand  flaves,  amounted  to  3000 
mahbub^t  between  6  and  700L  to  be  paid  to  the  ChabSr  on 
their  arrival  in  Egypt, 

5f  AU  forfeitures  &r  mifdemeanors  are  due  to  the  king;  and 
this  is  a  confiderable  article ;  for  in  cafe  of  a  difpute  in  which 
blood  is  ihed,  as  often  happens,  he  makes,  a  danand  of  juft 
what  proportion  he  thinks,  right  of  the  property  of  the  village 
in  which  the  offence  was  committed,  of  the  whole,  of  an  hidf, 
of  a  third,  of  every  fpecies  of  poffeflion,  and  this  moft  rigor- 
oufly  eftimated. 

4.  In 
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4.  In  addition  to  this,  every  one  who  is  concerned  in  a  ju- 
dicial proceeding  before  him,  mufl:  bring  a  prefent  according  to 
his  rank  and  property :  this  is  another  confiderable  fource  <^ 
revenue. 

5.  Of  all  the  merchandife,  but  efpecially  Haves,  which  are 
hrought  Jrom  the  roads^  as  they  call  it,  that  is,  from  all  quarters 
except  Egypt,  the  king  is  entitled  to  a  tenth ;  and  in  cafe  of 
a  Selatia^  that  is,  an  expedition  to  procure  (laves  by  force,  the 
tenth  he  is  entitled  to  becomes  a  fifth,  for  the  merchants  zx& 
obliged  to  wait  fix  weeks  or  two  months  before  they  can  fell 
any  of  their  (laves,  and  then  are  obliged  to  pay  in  kind  one 
tenth  of  the  number  originally  taken,  one  half  of  ^hich  is  by 
that  time  generally  dead. 

6.  At  the  time  of  leathering  the  kettU'drnm^  which  happenf 
every  year  on  the  27th  of  the  month  Rabia-el*awil,  all  the  prin«- 
cipal  people  of  every  town  and  village,  nay,  as  I  have  under- 
ftood,  every  houfekeeper,  is  obliged  to  appear  at  El  Fa(hcr, 
with  a  prefent  in  his  hands,  according  to  his  rank  and  ability.' 
This  is  another  confiderable  fource  of  revenue.  The  prefent 
of  the  Melek  of  the  Jelabs  on  one  of  thefe  occafions,  I  havtf 
known  to  be  valued  at  900  mahbubs,  or  about  200L  fterting. 
At  this  folemn  feftival,  all  the  troops,  not  in  adtual  fervice, 
are  obliged  to  be  prefent,  and  as  it  may  be  called,  reviewed ; 
that  is,  every  man  who  has  or  can  procure  an  horfe,  mounts  and 
(hews  him  in  the  public  meeting. 

0^0,3  7.  A 
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7.  A  number  of  prefents  are  daily  and  hourly  received  from 
all  the  great  people  of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  the  mer<» 
chants  who  come  on  bufinefs,  and  thofe  who  folicit  offices.  The 
merchants  generally  prefent  fome  kind  of  manufadure  for 
clothing,  fuch  as  light  \^oollen  cloth,  carpets,  arms,  &c.  and 
the  people  of  the  country,  camels,  flaves  male  and  female,  tokeas^ 
oxen,  iheep,  &c. 

8.  But  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  articles  of  revenue  is  the 
tribute  of  the  Arabs  who  breed  oxen,  horfes,  camels,  iheep. 
Thofe  who  breed  horfes  (hould  bring  to  the  monarch  all  the  males 
which  are  yearly  produced  by  their  mares ;  but  this  I  am  told  they 
often  contrive  to  avoid.  The  cuftomary  tribute  of  the  Arabs  who 
breed  oxen,  or  Bukhara^  as  they  are  called,  is  one  tenth  *.  But 
when  I  was  there,  they  having  neglefted  paying  it  for  two 
years,  the  Sultan  fent  a  body  of  troops,  who  feized  all  they  could 
lay  hands  on,  to  the  number  of  twelve  thoufand  oxen.  If  the 
tribute  were  regularly  paid,  it  might  amount  to  four  thoufand 
oxen  per  annum :  but  thefe  Arabs  live  in  tents,  and  coafe- 
quently  change  their  habitations  frequently,  and  when  they  feel 
themfelves  united,  are  not  much  inclined  to  pay  tribute.  Thofe 
who  breed  camela  ihould  alfo  pay  a  tenth  of  their  property 
yearly ;  and  I  have  underftood  that  they  acquit  themfelves  of  the 
obligation  with  more  regularity  than  the  former.  Thefe  alfo 
however  are  fometimes  rebellious,  and  then  nothing  b  received 
from  them.     Two  tribes,  Mabria  and  Mabmid^  were  at  war 

^  A  great  tribute  is  alfo  paid  in  butter. 

during 
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during  my  reiidence  in  Fur,  and  a  battle  took  place  between 
them,  in  which  many  fell  on  both  fides :  the  monarch,  to  punifh 
them  for  their  contumacious  behaviour,  fent  a  Melek  with  a 
detachment  of  about  fixty  horfemen,  who  feized  on  one  half  of 
the  camels  of  every  Arab,  and  where  they  found  five  took 
three,  as  the  fifth  could  not  be  divided.  The  owners  of  fheep 
and  goats  pay  a  tenth* 

9.  Every  village  is  obliged  to  pay  annually  a  certain  fum  in 
com,  Dokrty  which  is  coUe&ed  by  the  king's  flaves.  The  mo- 
narch has  alfo  lands  of  his  own,  which  are  cultivated  by  his 
Haves,  and  which  ferve  to  fupply  his  houfhold  ;  for,  though  a 
merchant,  he  does  not  fell  corn.  The  whole  of  the  diflriA  of 
Gebel  Marra,  to  the  Weft,  is  entirely  appropriated  to  his  ufe,  and 
the  wheat,  wild  honey,  &c.  which  are  abundantly  produced 
there  are  all  referved  for  his  table. 

10.  The  king  is  chief  merchant  in  the  country,  and  not 
only  difpatches  with  every  caravan  to  Egypt  a  great  quantity  of 

his  own  merchandife,  but  alfo  employs  his  flaves  and  depend- 
ents to  trade  with  the  goods  of  Egypt,  on  his  own  account,  in 
the  countries  adjacent  to  Soudan. 


Articles 
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Articks  i»f  Commerce. 

Gold  rings  are  fometimes  worn  in  the  nofe  by  women  of 
di(Un£tion«  Sea-£hells  [Cowries)  are  among  other  female  orna- 
ments, but  not  very  current.  The  red  legumen,  called  Sbii/b^  is 
much  worn  in  the  hsdr. 

Commodities  brought  by  the  Jelabs  from  Egypt  are  : 

u  Amber  beads, 

2.  Tin,  inYmall  bars. 

3.  Coral  beads. 

4.  Cornelian  ditto. 

5.  Falfe  Cornelian  ditto. 

6.  Beads  of  Venice. 

7.  Agate. 

8.  Rings,  filver  and  brafs,  for  the  ancles  and  wrifts. 

9.  Carpets,  fmall. 

10.  Blue  cotton  cloths  of  Egyptian  fabric* 

1 1.  White  cotton  ditto. 

1 2.  Indian  muflins  and  cottons. 

13.  Blue  and  white  cloths  of  Egypt  called  Melayes. 

14.  Sword  blades,  ftrait,  (German,)  from  Kahira. 

15.  Small  looking-glaifes. 

16.  Copper  face-pieces,    or  defenfive  armour  for    the 
horfes'  heads. 

17.  Fire  arms. 

18.  Kohhel 
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1 8.  Kohhel  for  the  eyes. 

19.  Rbea^  a  kind  of  mofa  from  European  Turkey,  for 

food,  and  a  fcent. 

20.  Sbe^  a  fpecies  of  abfyhtiiiuJli,'  for  Us  odour,  arid. as  a  re- 

medy :  both  the  lafl;  fell  to  advantage. 

21.  Coffee. 

22.  Mableb^  Krumpbille^  SymbHU^  Sandal^  Nutmeg. 

23.  Dufr^  the  fhell  of  a  kkid  of  fiOir  in  the<lb@dSel^  ufed 

for  a  perfume. 

24.  Silk  unwrought. 

25.  Wire,  brafs  and  iron. 

26.  Coarfe  glafs  beads,  made  at  Jerufaleni)  called  H^^Jb 

and  MkHJUff. 

27.  Copper  culinary  uteilfifo,  fdr  which^  the  dediand  is 

fmalL 

28.  Old  copper  for  melting  and  re-working. 

29.  Small  red  caps  df  Bfarbairy.  ♦   ' 

30.  Thread  linens  of  Egypt-^fmall  confumption. 

31.  Light  French  cloths,  made  into  Benifhes. 

32.  Silks  of  Scio,  made  up. 

33*  Silk  and  cotton  pieces  of  Aleppo,  Damafcus,  &c. 
34*  Shoes  of  red  leather. 

35.  Black  pepper. 

36.  Writing  paper,  [papier  des  trots  lunes^  a  confiderable 

article. 

37.  Soap  of  Syria. 


Tranfported 
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Tranfported  to  Egypt: 

1.  Slaves,  male  and  female. 

2.  Camels. 

3.  Ivory. 

4.  Horns  of  the  rhinoceros. 

5.  Teeth  of  the  hippopotamus. 

6.  Oftrich  feathers. 

7.  Whips  of  the  hippopotamus's  hide. 

8.  Gum. 

9.  Pimento. 

xo.  Tamarinds,  made  into  round  .cakes. 

X  I.  Leather  lacks  for  water  {ray)  and  dry  articles  {giraub). 

12.  Peroquets  in  abundance,    and  fome   monkeys  and 

Guinea  fowl. 
X  3.  Copper,  white,  in  fmall  quantity. 


vr 
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CHAP.     XX. 

¥ 

Mi/celianepus  obfervations  on  Dar^Fur^  and  fome  of  the  adjacent 

countries. 

•  ♦  I  •  .      . 

/ 

1  HS  preceding  chapters  concerning  Dar-Fur^  contain  moftly 
fads  of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs,  or  received  from  un- 
doubted %uthprit7;  But  as,  every  information^  however  minute^ 
inay  eitl^  conduce  ^o  facilitate  farther  pj-ogrefe  in  this  part  of 
Africa,  or  may  perhaps  iutereft  the  curious  reader,  as  relating 
to  regions  little  known,  I  fhall  ciow  proceed  to  fome  matters, 
related  to  ;me  on  the  fpot,  but  the  accutacy  of  which  I  cannot 
pretend  to  vouch. 

The  people  of  F6r  are  reprefented  as  ufiog  many  fuperftitious 
ceremonies  at  the  leathering  of  the  kettU^drum^  a  ceremony 
before  mentioned.  Among  others,  k  is  faid,  they  put  to  death, 
in  the  form  of  a  facrifice,  a  young  boy  and  girl.  Even  to  this 
day,  many  idols  are  worfhipped  by  the  women  of  the  Sultan's 
Harem.  The  mountaineers  offer  a  kind  of  facrifice  to  the 
deity  of  the  mountains,  when  they  are  in  want  of  rain« 

» .    .  -        - 
Several  fuperftitious^  notions  prev^l  among  the  (laves.     One 

of  them  having  died  fuddenly,.it  was  imagined  that  he  had 
been  poiTeflediby  the  devil,  and  none  of  them  would  wafh  the 

R  R  body. 
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body.     It  was  with  diflSculty  that  they  could  be  prevailed  on 
even  to  carry  it  to  the  place  of  interment. 

The  people  of  Dageou^  a  country  on  the  Weft,  reprefented 
as  not  far  from  Bergoo,  it  is  faid,  conquered  the  country  now 
called  Fur,  and  retained  it  till  they  were  exhaufted  by  mutual 
contentions :  upon  which  thq  prefent  race  of  kings  fucceeded^ 
but  from  what  origin  I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover.  Pro- 
bably, Moors  driven  from  the  North  by  the  Arabs.  The  race 
of  Dageou  is  faid  to  have  come  from  the  vicinity  of  Tunis. 
It  is  reported,  that  they  had  a  cuftom  of  lighting  a  fire  on  the 
Inauguration  of  thfeir  king,  which  was  cscrefiilly  kept  burning 
till  his  death.  At  prefent  there  is  a  cuftom  hi  Fur,  of  Iprcad- 
ing  the  carpets  on  which  the  feverardeceafed  Sultans  ufcd  to 
fit,  before  the  new  prince,  knd  frbm'  the  one  he  prefers,  it  is 

judged  his  charader  wHl  be  atialogous -to  thdt  of  its' former 

,  »  ... 

poffefror.  -       [ 

The  Sultan  Omar,  One  of  the  predecetTors  of  Teraub,  car- 
ried  on  a  loAg  and  deftrudllve  war  with  the  nefghbouring 
fcountry  oif  BergOd,  in  Which  he  exhaufted  his  tn^aMe*  knd 
people,  and  at'  the  fatne  time  greatly  weakehetf  ffie  iadViift 
country.  ' 

The  families  between  which  tlie  prelenfiotis  to  authority  now 

lie,  are  thofe  of  Abd-el-Cafim,  Teraub,  and  Chalife,  his  bro- 

thfef.     Each  of  them  has^^  nu(nber  of  warm  partisans  xmong 

the  foldiery,  who  wouW  tfever  be  fsuchliil  to  any  «f  the  inhsx 

y  families.    The  competitors  are  fo  numerous  that  ihuch  cQnftt<!- 

fion 
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fiotk  h  txpeCttd  to  follow  the  death  of  the  prefent  Sultan ;  and 
it  is  inferred  that  the  kingdom  will  be  divided. 

I  ihaU  M^  procfeed  to  ftate  fome  relajtioos  that  were  made  to 
me  con<;emiag  Kordofan  and  other  adjacent  countries. 

•  » 

A  king,  of  the  name  of  Abli-caliky  is  thf^  idol  of  tiu^  peopjbe 
of  Kordofan,  where  he  reigned  about  Jfoutteen  years  .ago,  and 
is  renowned  for  probity  and  jufticf.  The  kings  of  Kprdofafi 
had  been  deputed  by  the  Mecque  of  Sennaar,  till  after  the  death 
x)f  the  fon  of  Abli-Calik^  when  it  was  ufurped  by  Fur,  in  coUf 
iequence  of  the  weaknefs  and  difleniions  of  the  ffoyemmeot  at 
iSennaar*  -      •.  ••  >  .  ,;  .  - 

^  •  •   •  «  ^ 

The  people  of  Kordofan  are  reported  to  be  not  only 
indifferent  to  the  amours .  of  their  daughters  and  fifters, 
but  even  .attached  to  their  fedUcers.  The  father  or  brother 
will  pven  draw  the  fword  againft  him  who  offends. the  R^tL 
Or  companion  of  his  daug-hter  or  fitter.  Very  different  Hi  the 
mode  of  thinking  in  Sennaar,  where  immodefty  is  only  per- 
mitted among  the  female  jQaves.  The '  chief  merchants,  have 
companies  of  thefe  flaves,  and  derive  great  pro^t  from  their 
proftitution.      '♦,*.•,.,  '   •  .  '  i' 

•  •  •  ' 

<  f  •  ,  •  «  • 

A/noUy  a  country  beyond  Bornou  to  the  Weftward,  is  faid  to 
produce  fuch  abundance  of  filver,  that  the  natives  conftrudt 
defenfive  armour  of  that  metal.  The  coals  of  mail  are  lointedr 
and  reprefented  as  very  beautiful.  Of  the 'fame  tnateiial,  flh 
reported,  are  made  pieces  to  proteft  the  head  and  brcaft  of 
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their  hoifes,  the  former  having  the  cha&bn,  or  bctn^  known  in 
our  days  of  chiv^Iry^ 

Among  the  Southern  countries,  whither  the  Jelabs  of  Bergoo 
and  Fur  fometimes  journey  to  procure  (laves,  is  Dar  KuU<k 
The  chief  article  they  carry  to  Kulla  is  fait,  twelve  pounds  of 
which  are  eftimated  as  the  price  of  a  male  flave,  fe'dase^  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age.  A  female  brings  three  pounds 
more,  whimfically  computed  by  the  natives,  as,  a  pound  for  the 
girl's  eyes,  another  for  her  nofe,  and  a  third  for  her  ears.  If 
copper  be  the  medium,  two  rotals  are  efteemed  equal  to  four 
of  fait.  Hoddur^  a  large  fort  of  Venetian  glafs  beads,  and  tin, 
are  in  great  efleem.  Of  the  latter  they  make  rings  and  other 
ornaments. 

The  natives  of  Kulla  are  reprefente  J  as  partly  negroes,  partly 
of  a  red  '6t  copper  colour. .  .  Their  language  is  nafal,  but  very 
iimple  and  eafy.  It  is  faid  they  worfliip  idols.  They  are  very 
cleanly,  to  which  the  abundance  of  water  in  their  country 
contributes :  and  they  are  remarkable  for  honefly,  and  even 
pundilious  in  their  tranfadions  with  the  Jelabs. 

They  have  ferry-boats  on  the  river,  which  are  impelled 
partly  by  poles,  partly  by  a  double  oar,  like  our  canoes.  Slaves 
arc  obtained  in  Dar  Kulla  either  by  violence,  Selatea^  or  by  the 
ibUowing  method.  In  that  country  the  fmalleft  trefpafs  on  the 
property  of  another,  is  puniflied  by  enflaving  the  children  or 
young  relations  of  the  trefpafler.  If  even  a  man's  footftep 
be  obferved  among  the  corn  of  another,  the  circumflance  is 

attended 
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attended  hj  calling  witnefTes,  and  application  to  a  magiftrate, 
and  tl^e.' certain  confequence  of  proof  is  the  forfeiture  of  his 
6>hy  daughter,  nephew,  or  niece,  to  the  perfbn  trefpafled  on. 
Thefe  accidents  are  continually  happening,  and  produce  a  great 
number  of  flaves.  A  commiffion  to  purchafe  any  thing  in  a 
diflant  market,  not  exactly  fulfilled,  is  attended  with  a  like 
forfeiture*  But  above  all,  if  a  perfon  of  note  die,  the  family 
have  no  idea  of  death  as  a  neceifary  event,  but  fay  that  it  is 
efiei^d  by  witclicraft.  To  difcover  the  perpetrator,  the  poorer 
natives,  far  and  near,  are  obliged  to  undergo  expurgation*  by 
drinking  a  liquor  which  ia  called  in  Dar-Fur  Kilingiy  or  fome- 
thing  that  refembles  it ;  and  the  perfon  on  whom  the  fuppofed 
figns  of  guilt  appear,  may  either  be  put  to  death,  or  fold  as  a 
Have. 

The  people  of  Rulla  are  (Grangers  to  venereal  complaints,  but 
are  fubjed  to  the  fmall-pox.  In  that  part  of  the  country  which 
is  vifited  by  the  Jelabs  there  is  a  king ;  the  reft  is  occupied  by 
fmall  tribes,  each  of  which  is  ruled  by  the  chief  who  happens 
to  have  moft  influence  at  the  time.  The  Kumba^  or  Pimento 
tree,  is  found  there  in  fuch  plenty,  that  a  ratal  or  pound  of  fait 
will'pur^chafe  four  or  five  mid^  each  ^/V  about  a  peck. 

The  trees  are  fo  large,  from  the  quantity  of  water  and  deep 
play,  that  canoes  are  hollowed  out  of  them  fu£Bciently  capa- 
cious to  contain  ten  perfons. 

It  was  related  to  me  by  Jelabs  who  have  vifited  that  country, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Dar  Bergoo  make  war  by  fudden  incur- 

fions. 
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fionS)  trav€r(ing  ftnd  laying  wafte  a  large  fpace  in  a  fhort  time. 
They  leave  their  women  behind,  and  are  thus  better  adapfted  to 
military  operations  than  the  Fuiians,  who  follow  an  oppofitie 
prafticey  never  iharching  without  a  faofl:  of  attendant  females. 
The  people  of  Bergoo  feldom  make  Sdatia* 

w 

Some  of  the  idolatrous  nations,  dependent  on  Bergoo,  are 
reprefented  as  making  war  in  a  very  formidable  marineo. ;  The 
combatants  never  retreat ;  and  the  women  behind  light  a  fire, 
in  which  they  heat  the  heads  of  the  fpears,  and  exchange  them 
for  fuch  as  are  cooled  in  the  combat.  They  alfo  ufe  poifbned 
tveapons. 

There  is  a  remote  part  of  the  pagan  country,  from  which 
flaves  are  brought,  which  the  Arabs  diftinguifh  by  the  term 
Gnum  Gnum^  (a  fobriquet,)  whofe  inhabitants  eat  the.flefh  of 
the  prifoners  they  take  in  war,  I  hav^  contcrfcd  witli  flaves 
who  came  thence,  and  they  admit  the  fad.  Thefe  people 
are  alfo  in  the  habit  of  ftripping  off  the  (kin  of  the  hands  and 
faces  of  their  flaughtered  foes,  which  afterwards  undergo  fome 
preparation,  and  are  worn  as  a  mark  of  triumph.  Hieir  anns, 
a  fpear  or  javelin,  are  erf  iron,  wrought  by  themfelves.  Aiter 
having  heated  them  to  rednefs,  they  ftick  the  point  into  the 
trunk  of  a  particular  tree,  and  there  leave  the  weapon  till  the 
jui0e  has  dried  on.  In  this  manner  it  acquires,  as  is  reported^ 
a  moft  deadly  poifon.  ,  » 
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A  few  of  the  more  cbmmon  vocabilla  in  the  language  of 


Water         •        -     -  - 

-  - 

Tta.    - 

As  eide  (a  pudding)  -^   - 

-   - 

Gnung. 

Come  and  eat       -•     -  - 

mm 

Gagra.^ 

Quickly      ^         •     -    - 

-     - 

Undelak  nonnera. 

Bring  the  bowl    -     -   - 

,     - 

Kiddeki,  Riddeki. 

A  mat         -^         -         .. 

M 

KubbenSng. 

Cloths          -         -    -    . 

- 

Lemba.                  ' 

Shoes           pi        ii-     .    - 

-      - 

Boro. 

Sun             -        -     -  - 

-      - 

Agning. 

It  is  hot       -         -     *   - 

"      - 

Againg  betif&Q. 

Moon          -         -     "  - 

a  * 

Medding. 

A  wooden  mortar-     ~  - 

"      - 

Bedding. 

Afs      -      -        i 

• 

Guflendi.    .' 

...  J 

Horfe         -        -     "  - 

-      - 

Filah. ' 

Dog     -     •-        -     -  - 

*'« 

Ming. 

Houfe          -         -     ■*  - 

'*      - 

Ttong: 

Kingdom  '  - 

- 

Kuffe.- 

Wood  6if  any  kind     *  - 

- 

Unjiiin. 

Fire             -         -         . 

- 

Nifliek. 

Woman     '  -^        -     "   - 

- 

Mmi.  * 

Man            .  V     ;-     •  - 

- 

Kamef6. 

Is  it  I?        -  •     -^     "  - 

- 

• 

Amm^? 

Reprimanding    *  -      '  - 

- 

Gg6!- 

Grain          -»'       --     "  - 

-    • 

AlK.   -      ■      '  ' 

Maize 
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Maize 

MB                                  ^B                                  ^to                                  ^^ 

Dimbiti. 

Millet 

*    -                     •                                                                 « 

Gurwendi. 

Fowl 

"-••■- 

Kidi. 

Winged  1 

4      • 

mt          ... 

AgnemS. 

Spear 

.--... 

Subbiik. 

Knife 

...... 

Dangala. 

Foot 

-     ..  - 

kar.  . 

Eye 

*-..-. 

Khafla 

Far 

.... 

Neflb. 

Hand 

49                                   ^V                                  W                  'M*             4B 

Tuflbr 

Light  bjue            *        -     -    - 

Endreng. 

Dung 

.     -   -     -   - 

Aburr. 

Urine 

.*     •    -     -   -     -   - 

Niffich. 

Copper 

-     -  -     _   - 

$immeri« 

Tin 

* 

<*«>                                     ^^ 

Fuedd^h. 

Beads 

----- 

Arru. 

lioins  (of  the  human  hpdj)  alfo 

Arru. 

One 

•                                                       ~                                     • 

Kadenda. 

Two 

*                                                      .      ^                                       * 

Embirr. 

Three 

-          .       -          .       - 

Attik.^ 

Four 

•                           • 

Mendih. 

Six 

•    .  - 

Subotikeda. 

1 

Seven 

•                                »               *■ 

Ow. 

Eight 

^B                                      ^B                                     ^^                                      ^^ 

Sebat^is. 

Nine 

•                                                                               *-                                               « 

Atih. 

Ten 

Buff.  " 

Run 

*^ 

Kinga* 

God,  alfo 

« 

Kinga, 

By 
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By  God)  an  adjuration    • 
Honey       -        -        - 
Fifli  ... 

Meat  -        -        - 

Gruel         -        .         - 
Stone  ... 

Aftar 

The  ftars  colledively    - 
Slave  of  either  fex 
Male  flave     -       -        - 
Female  flave 
Mountain    •       -         - 
Wind  ... 

Cinders 


-  Kinga  go ! 

-  Tuggi. 

-^  Kogiiong. 

.*  Miffich. 

-  Ba-birre. 

-  Diffi. 

-  Beite. 

•  Beit^-juk« 

•  Guiah. 

-  Guiah  m€x€. 

-  Guiah  Mmi» 

-  Dd^ta. 

-  Wwi. 

-  FirgL 


s  s 


314  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 


CHAP.     XXI. 


MEDICAL   REMARKS. 


Pforopbtbalmla — Plague — Small-pox — Guinea  worm  — Scropbula 
— Syphilis  — Bile — Tenia  — Hernia — Hydrocele  — Hemorrboides 
and  Fijiula — Apoplexy — Umbilical  ruptures — Accoucbemens — 
Hydrophobia — Phlebotomyrr-R^^cdies — -Remarks — Circumcifion 
"'^Excifion. 

1/  ROM  the  following  detached  remarks,  the  refult  chiefly  of 
perfonal  obfervation,  if  the  phyfiologifl  can  derive  any  amufe- 
ment,  or  the  traveller  the  fmalleft  mitigation  of  his  perfonal 
fufferings,  the  purpofe  of  committing  them  to  paper  is  an- 
fwered. 

If  any  medical  profefTor  (hould  chance  to  advert  to  them,  the 
writer  is  too  confcious  of  the  fuperficiality  of  his  own  know- 
lege  not  to  perceive,  that  little  fatisfadion  will  be  derived.  But 
perfuaded,  that  the  art  of  healing,  even  at  this  day,  abounds 
little  lefs  in  experiments  than  in  the  age  of  one  of  its  brighteft 
ornaments,  who  makes  the  confeflion,  he  is  induced  to  believe, 
fcarcely  any  faft  relative  to  it,  or  any  experiment,  faithfully  nar- 
rated, can  be  wholly  deftitute  of  its  ufe. 

Pforopb^ 
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Pforopbthalmia. 

It  is  remarked  that  in  Egypt,  but  particularly  in  Kahira,  the 
blind,  and  thofe  who  have  defective  vifion,  bear  a  large  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants.  The  fadl  obferved, 
which  cannot  be  difputed,  has  been  explained  in  various  ways. 
It  has  by  fome  been  confidered  as  proceeding  from  the  habitual 
ufe  of  rice.  By  others,  as  the  efieA  of  the  fubtle  duft  which 
floats  in  the  air.  Even  the  water  of  the  Nile  has  been  fuppofed 
to  co-operate  at  lead,  if  not  to  be  the  fole  agent,  in  producing 
this  remarkable  difeafe. 

To  explore  the  origin  of  this  or  any  other  malady,  all  its  ap- 
pearances mud  firfl  be  accurately  noted.  The  ophthalmia  of 
Egypt  leads  us  through  a  diverfity  of  fymptoms,  from  flight  in- 
flammation and  defiuxion,  to  the  total  and  irrecoveraUe  blind- 
nefs  occafloned  by  opacity  of  the  Cornea.  To  enumerate  them 
all  corredly,  and  compare  them  in  a  variety  of  cafes,  muft  be 
the  tafk  of  an  oculifl  long  refident  on  the  fpot,  and  accullomed 
to  numerous  patients.  A  tranfient  obferver,  however  diligent 
in  his  inquiries,  may  more  eafily  prove  the  falfehbod  of  the 
afligned  caufes,  than  trace  the  real  one. 

The  Nile  water,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  when  taken  into  the  fl:o- 
niach,  can  have  no  effe^  on  the  eyes,  but  by  firft  altering  the 
date  of  the  fluids,  into  which  it,  as  well  as  other  aliments,  is 
gradually  converted.  Whether  from  mineral  or  vegetable  im- 
pregnations, it  could  never  operate  folely  on  the  eyes,  without 

s  s  2  aSefting 
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affeding  any  other  part  of .  the'  animal  economy.  The  eScGt 
of  opium  is  feen  on  the  blood  and  mufcular  fibres  ;  of  mer- 
cury  on  the  glands  and  lymphatics ;  of  cantharides  on  the 
nerves :  arid  too  great  a  portion  of  thefe,  taken  into  the  body, 
may  have  a  pernicious  effedl  on  the  eyes,  but  always  through 
the  medium  of  other  parts.  The  whole  materia  tnedica^  per- 
haps, furnifhes  no  drug  or  mineral  that  is  known,  when  taken 
into  the  flomach,  to  have  a  local  and  partial  efied  on  the  eyes. 
Such  an  efFe£t  is  even  irreconcileable  with  the  general  and 
conftantly  obferved  operation  of  all  remedies  applied  to  the 
human  body. 

Befides,  if  the  injury  were  folely  or  even  in  part  to  arifefrom 
the  ufe  of  the  Nile  water,  all  thofe  who  drink  it  muft  be  equally 
affefted,  allowing  for  the  different  degree  of  firmnefs  in  the  fta- 
mina  of  each.  But  certain  orders  of  men  are  rarely  attacked 
by  this  difeafe,  and  they  too  who  are  continually  ufmg  the  river 
water  both  internally  and  externally. 

Rice  is  one  of  the  mod:  nutritive  and  falubrious  of  the  farina- 
ceous aliments,  and  certsdnly  does  not  operate  to  render  the 
humours  acrid,  and  thereby  to  inflame  the  eyes.  It  is  ufed  as 
a  main  article  of  food  by  the  natives  of  a  large  portion  of  Afia, 
and  forms  no  inconfiderable  part  of  the  confumption  in  other 
countries,  without  being  obferved  to  produce  any  fuch  efied:  as 
is  here  attributed  to  it ;  and  may  therefore  fairly  be  denied  to 
have  any  fuch  power. 

Something 
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Something  more  plaufible  indeed  offers  itfelf  as  to  the  inju« 
lious  operation  of  an  external  caufe.  Nothing  can  be  more 
fubtle  than  the  duft  into  which  the  vegetable  foil  of  Egypt  re* 
folves  itfelf  when  it  becomes  dry.  This,  during  a  certain  portion 

of  the  year,  is  in  a  manner  fufpended  in  the  air,  from  a  caufe 
which  exifts  in  few  other  countries,  I  mean  the  want  of  iain« 
It  alfo  contains  a  large  portion  of  nitre,  which  is  copioufly  pro- 
duced in  Egypt.  This  circumftance,  however,  is  common  to 
many  other  places.  This  light  duft,  doubtlefs  of  a  very  irritat-^ 
ing  quality,  not  only  floats  in  the  ftreets,  but  pervades  the  apart* 
meats  of  every  dwelling,  infmuating  itfelf  into  the  moft  artfully 
conftrudted  inclofures :  by  it  therefore  the  eyes  may  and  muft 
be  in  fome  degree  affeded.  But  Nature  has  not  ordained  that  a 
part  fo  much  expofed  fhould  be  deftitute  of  its  appropriate  pro^ 
teAion,  The  fecretions  of  the  lachrymal  glands  are,  in  general^ 
abundantly  fufiicient  to  counterad  the  injury  fuftained  by  the 
adion  of  corrofive  or  irritating  fubftances  on  the  external. fabric 
of  the  eye,  being  always  produced  exadly  in  proportion  to  the 
circumftances  that  demand  them,  as  daily  experience  confirms : 
yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  continually  repeated  operation 
of  an  offending  caufe,  when  no  remedy  is  applied,  may  be 
more  than  commenfurate  with  the  efforts  of  Nature  to  reftore 
herfel£ 

Such  is  precifely  the  condition  of  the  Kahirines.  The  ac«« 
commodating  the  quality  of  diet  to  the  fympt<Hns  of  derange* 
ment  in  the  economy  is  a  precaution  unknbwn  to  then! :  ahd 
of  their  remedies,  many  are  fo  prepared,  or  fo  adminiftered,  as 
to  augment  rather  than  to  annihilate  difeafe.     No  idea  offers 

itfelf 
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itfelf  to  them,  but  of  topical  applications  to  remove  a  local  com* 
plaint.  If  any  thing  be  applied  in  xht(tJIuJJioni  (dyfophthalmia) 
it  is  generally  kSbbel  (calx  of  tin  mixed  with  iheep's  fat)  or 
tuttiy  2l  ftill  more  powerful  aftringent,  applied  in  coarfe  powder, 
and  naturally  tending  to  increafe  rather  than  to  allay  the  irri- 
tation. 

When  thus  incommoded,  the  Egyptians  of  the  lower  clafs 
efteem  water  pernicious,  and  therefore  rarely  waih  their  eyes ; 
but  as  the  collected  duft  begins  to  caufe  an  uneafy  fenfatioa, 
apply  their  fingers  or  a  coarfe  cotton  cloth  to  remove  it.  The 
higher  orders,  who  are  neat  in  their  perfons,  and  regular  in  their 
ablutions,  are  rarely  obferved  to  be  greatly  harafled  by  this  com- 
plaint. And  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder,  when  in  its  nafcent 
ftate,  has  feveral  times  been  flopped,  under  my  obfervation,  by 
the  ufe  of  rofe-water^  folution  of  facchar.  faturn.  &c,  as  in  other 
places. 

.  But  as  no  fingle  one  of  thefe  caufes,  nor  even  all  of  them 
together,  appear  fufficient  to  account  for  all  the  phenomena, 
another,  more  powerful,  is  to  be  fought ;  and  none  fuggefts 
itfelf  more  opportunely  than  that  alleged  by  Savary,  who  ima- 
gines that  the  defe&  of  vifion  is  principally  brought  about  by 
the  habit  of  being  expofed  to  the  nocturnal  air  during  the  fum- 
mer,  at  which  feafon  a  heavy  dew  falls,  and  a  great  tranfition 
happens  from  the  heats  of  the  day.  In  fad^,  if  the  face  of  thofe 
who  fleep  expofed  be  not  completely  covered,  an  itching  and 
unpleafant  fenfation  is  always  felt  in  the  eyes  at. riling. 

It 
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It  is  ordinarily  experienced  in  the  city,  where,  from  being 
confined  in  the  day,  people  feel  mod  difpofed  to  feek  for  cool- 
nefs  and  refrefhrnent  on  their  terraces  at  night. 

The  Mamluks,  and  higher  order  of  Arabs,  that  is,  Moham-^ 
medan  merchants,  and  the  fuperior  rank  of  Copts  and  Franks, 
are  leaft  afie&ed,  as  being  cleanly,  not  expofing  themfelves  to  the 
night  air  without  neceflity,  and  being  well  covered.  The  Arabs 
of  the  deiert  are  as  free  from  blindnefs  as  any  people.  They 
never  fleep  with  the  face  expofed,  and  have  moreover  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  devoid  of  the  dufl:  and  other  fuppofed  caufes 
of  pforophthalmia  in  the  city.  The  diforder  appears  no  where 
fo  much  as  in  Kahira,  becaufe  no  where  are  all  the  caufes  fo 
much  combined  :  yet  it  is  feen  in  Alexandria,  Damiatt,  and  in 
Upper  Egypt,  which  (hews  that  the  caufe  is  not  confined  to 
Kahira.  Among  the  poorer  clafs  of  all  countries  prevails  a  kind 
of  infouciancc.  That  of  Kahira  is  particularly  expofed  to  the 
changes  of  temperature  and  the  nodurnal  dew,  and  is  ill 
clothed.  Hence  the  diforder  is  moflly  found  among  the  popu- 
lace. A  difpofition  to  inflammation  often  appears  in  the  eyes  of 
children,  but  yields  to  proper  remedies.  Hence  it  may  be  ima- 
gined, that  with  attention  the  Egyptians  would  not  fuffer  more 
than  other  nations. 

Some  travellers  have  thought  that  the  ophthalmic  difeafe  in 
Kahira  was  occafioned  by  the  fetid  exhalations  of  the  Chalige, 
and  the  drains ;  and  have  even  obferved,  that  thofe  who  are 
moft  feverely  afiedted  in  winter,  recover  as  foon  as  the  water  has 
filled  the  Chalige  and  the  pools.     This  is  alfo  a  common  idea 

with 
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with  the  natives.  ^^  The  ftink  blinds  me,"  is  a  freqaeht  ex- 
prefliOQ  on  coming  into  a  place  of  fetid  odour ;  and  it  may-  be 
remarked,  that  the  ordinary  maxims  of  ind^ena  are  rarely  to. 
be  entirely  difregarded.  Whatever  miafms  however  may  iffue 
from  the  canal,  they  cannot  be  equally  difperfed  over  the  city, 
as  blindnefs  is;  and  the  Franks,  Greeks,  and  other  ftrangers 
who  refide  neareil  this  depot  of  impurity,  would  be  moft 
affected  if  that  were  the  caufe.  It  may  yet  be  one  caufe» 
Another  I  take  to  be  the  fubtile  duft  above  mentioned ;  but  the 
moft  powerful,  indifcreet  expofure  to  the  no&umal  air  and 
dews.  The  collective  influence  of  thefe  is  ftrengthened  by 
the  cloudlefs  fplendour  of  a  vertical  fun,  refle&ed  from  the 
flcrile  expanfe  of  fand,  which  offers,  no  fombrous  objeA  oik 
which  the  eye  may  repofe  it£bl£ 

Thefe  confiderations,  it  may  be  acknowleged,  do  not  carry 
conviction ;  but  too  many  local  difeafes  are  yet  unexplained, 
to  leave  any  wonder  if  the  caufe  of  this  fhould  yet  remaia 
problematicaL 

Plague;, 

All  the  improvements  in  the  art  of  healing  which  modern 
Europe  can  boaft  as  its  own,  are  the  refult  of  more  frequent 
experiment,  and  more  patient  and  minute  inveftigation,  than 
exifted  in  the  antient. 

To  conjecture  ingenioufly  is  a  matter  of  fmall  effort,  and  in 
treating  of  what  is  properly  the  objeCt  of  experiment,  it  is  not 

only 
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only  of  no  value,  but  often  of  dangerous  refult  But  it  is 
fuited  to  the  indolence  of  the  human  mind,  and  flattering  to 
perfonal  vanity,  which .  delights  to  perform  much  by  a  fingle 
energy.  Hence,  an  hypothefis  fupported  by  fome  infulated 
fa£k,  perhaps  only  by  fpecious  error,  is  often  advanced  with 
warmth,  und  the.  moft  important  confiderations  militating 
againft  it^  are  forgotten,  or  warped  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of 
the  inventor.  Thus  the  increafe  of  the  Nile  was  once  confi* 
dently  attributed  to  the  Etefian  winds ;  and  the  malady  which 
has  fo  often  almoft  depopulated  Kahira,  is  ftill  by  fome  imagined 
to  prbceed  from  the  putrid  depofition  of  its  waters. 

We  have  at  length  difpofed  ourfelves  to  the  habit  of  tracing 
the  caufe  of  difeafe,  by  combining  a  number  of  minute,  and 
often  varying,  fymptoms.  A  pradice  which,  if  correct  in  its 
detail,  can  never  but  be  accurate  in  its  dedudions.  Relative 
to  the  Plague,  however,  whofc  very  name  diftra£ls  the  timid, 
and  appak  even  the  courageous,  our  reafonings  and  our  deduc- 
tions are  quite  of  a  different  defcription.  Refpe^Hng  its  caufe, 
all  is  conjedure.  No  experienced  or  well-informed  praditioner 
has  watched  the  bed  of  the  fick ;  none  has  accurately  examined 
the  different  appearances  which  the  difeafe  aflumes  in  different 
perfons,  nor  even  in  its  different  ftages,  in  the  fame  perfon. 
Scarcely  any,  it  is  believed,  has  been  tranquil  enough  to  hear 
patiently  from  the  mouth  of  the  fufferer  an  account  of  his  fenfa- 
tions,  which,  recounted  by  a  third  perfon,  never  fail  to  vary. 

Where  this  malady  appears,  the  phyfician  and  the  prieft, 
the  pride  of  fcience  and  the  fecurity  of  faith,  confident  and 

T  T  boaftful 
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boailful  when  tlie  patient  alone  is  threatened,  are  bodi  equally 
alert  in  their  efforts  to  efcape.  The  ignorant  and  unrefleding 
Muflim,  indeed,  awi&*ftruck,  and  reiigaed  to  the  unakeraiUe  de«* 
tree  of  Fate,  hangs  over  the  couch  of  his  expiring  relative;  But 
the  report,  guided  by  prejudice,  is  Ukdy  to  miflead,  and  the  ob« 
fervation  can  be  of  little  value  i^dien  the  fele  fentiment  is  ftuporv 


Thm  the  Plague  remains  almoft  deftitute  of  a  locad  hafetta>iMi» 
though  it  have  a  name  in  noTology.. 

Who  can  at  this  day  determine,  v^hetberthe  peftilence  men-^ 
tioned  by  Thucydides  be  the  fame  as  that  of  Modern  Egypt 
and  Turkey  ?  Or  whether  the  epidemical  diieafes^  which  have 
for  feveral  centuries,  at  intervals  ravaged  di&rent  parts  of  the 
Turldfh  empire,  have  been  all  fpecifically  the  fame?  The 
Europeans  frequenting  the  Levant,  have  written  profound 
treatiies  on  the  plague,  (imply  from  having  feen  a  quantity  of 
dead  bodies  carried  pail  the  doors  of  their  houfes,  which  the 
double  optics  of  fear  have  occafionally  magnified  from  500  to 
10,00a 

The  fadls  that  appear  chiefly  to  be  afcertained  rektive  to  the 
plague,  are,  ift.  That  the  infe^on  is  not  received  but  by 
adual  contad.  In  this  particular,  it  would  feem  lefs  formi-» 
dable  than  feveral  other  diforders.  2«  That  it  is  communicated 
by  certain  fubftances,  by  others  not,  as  by  a  woollen  cloth, 
or  rope  of  hemp,  but  not  by  a  piece  of  ivory,  wood,  or  a  rope 
made  of  the  date  tree ;  nor  by  any  thing  that  has  been  com- 
pletely immerfed  in  water.     It  would  appear  from  the  report  of 

the 
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the  Kahiriiie^  that  no  animitl  but  man  ia  affed):ed  with  this 
iS&£oTda  i  though^  it  is  fald,  a  cat  paifing  firom  an  infected 
hottfet  haa  earned  the  contagion.  .3.  That  perfons  hare  often 
remained  together  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  entirelj  under  the 
fame  circumftances  <^  whom  one  has  been  attacked,  and  died; 
and  the  others  never  felt  the  fmalleft  inconvenience.  4.  That 
a  perfon  may  be  afieded  any  number  of  times.  5.  That  it  is 
more  Eaital  to  the  young  than  the  qld«  .  6.  That  no  climate 
appears  to  be  exempt  from  it ;  yet,  7.  that  the  extreoles  of 
heat  and  cold  both  appear  to  be  adverfe  to  it.  In  Conftan- 
tinople  it  is  often,  but  far  from  beihg  always  terminated  by  the 
cold  of  winter,  and  in  Kahira  by  the  heat  of  fummer ;  both 
Circumftanccs  being,  as  may  be  conjedured,  the  effcdk  of  indif^ 
poiition  for  abforption  in  the  ikin,  unlefs  it  be  fuppofed  that  in 
the  latter  cafe,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  change  the  air  under«- 
goes  from  the  increafc  of  the  Nile* 

The  firft  fymptoms  are  faid  to  be  third ;  2.  cephalai^a ;  3.  a 
ftiff  2md  uneafy  fenfation,  with  rednefs  and  tumour  about  the 
eye» ;  4*  wirtering  of  the  eyes ;  5.  white  puftules  on  the  tongue. 
The  more  advanced  fymptoms  of  bnboes,  fcetor  of  the  breath, 
&c.  &c«  are  well  known ;  and  I  have  nothing  authentic  to  add 
to  them*  Not  uncommonly,  all  thefe  have  fucceffively  fliewn 
themielves,  yet  the  patient  has  recoveied  j  in  which  cafe,  where 
fttppuratkm  has  had  place,  the  ikin  always  remains  difcdoured, 
comm<mly  of  a  purple  hue. — ^any  who  have  beien  bleeded  in 
an  early  fti^  of  the  diforder,  have  recovered  without  any  fatal 
fymptoms ;  but  whether  from  that  or  any  other  caofe,  does  not 
appear  certain.  The  fame  operation  is  reported  to  have  been 
^  T  T  2  commonly 
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commonly  fatal  in  a  late  ftage.  It  is  faid  that  embrocating  the 
i)uboe8  continually  with  oil  has  fometimes  wrought  a  cure  ;  but 
this  remedy  is  fo  difficult  and  dangerous  for  the  operator,  diat 
it  would  appear  experiments  muft  yet  be  very  defedite.  ^  The 
natives  of  Kahira  are  too  fupine  to  feek  for  any  remedy,  and 
too  bigoted  to  avoid  the  danger. 

The  plague  which  happened  in  Egypt  fo  early  as  the  year 
1348,  when  Conftantinople  was  yet  fubjed  to  the  Greek  em- 
peror, and  Egypt  in  pofTeffion  of  Mohammedans,  may  be  fap^ 
pofed  to  have  originated  in  the  latter.  But  not  to  mention  that 
thejce  were  many  other  places  from  which  it  might  be  brought, 
this  iingle  inftance,  not  given  in  detail,  is  infufficient  to  over* 
throw  the  teftimony  of  the  modern  inhabitants,  who  with  one 
confent  affirm,  whether  Mohammedans  or  Chriflians,  that  the 
plague  is  not  endemial  in  Egypt,  but  that  all  the  inflances  of 
it  which  they  are  able  to  trace  are  proved  to  have  been  derived 
from  abroad. 

The  learned  Dr.  Mead  has  brought  the  plague  from  Ethiopia, 
where  famine  and  the  fmall-pox  indeed  carry  off  numbers ;  but 
where  the  plague  was  never  known  to  exift.  It  is  not 
bered  to  have  penetrated  far  into,  xhe  Upper  Egypt,  ei 
fome  few  inftahces,  when  it  was  known  to  have  b(een 
thithet  by  the  boats  from  Kahira.  No  more  is  reqi^red  to 
account  for  its  introduction  into  Egypt  at  this,  day, 'than  the 
admiffion,  that  it  is  never  completely  extinct  at  Ck>aftantinople, 
which,  it  feems,  has  fcarcely  been  denied. 

The 
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The  imagination  of  one  of  our  poets  has  drawn  the  pefti-* 
lence  from  the  filth  of  Kahira,  and  the  mud  of  the  Nile.  But, 
not  to  mention  that  there  is  lefs  difpofition  to  fermentation  and 
putrefa&ion  in  the  atmofphere  of  Egypt,  than  in  almofl  any 
other  that  I  have  heard  defcribed,  Kahira  is  very  far  from 
being  impure.  No  ofienfive  fubftance  remains  in  the  ftreets 
twenty-four  hours ;  and  even  what  is  left  to  annoy  paflengers 
in  London  and  Paris  for  months,  is  there  carried  away  and 
preferved  for  burning. 

The  mud  of  the  Nile  becomes  dry  in  a  very  fhort  ^ace  of 
time  after  the  water  has  left  it,  except  in  the  canal  (Chalige) 
which  is  indeed  not  very  odoriferous ;  but  fo  far  from  emitting 
peftilential  exhalations,  that  the  Franks  who  elpecially  dwell 
clofe  to  it,  are  never  infeAed  with  the  plague,  and  are  in 
general  among  die  moft  healthy  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
metropolis. 

SmaU-pox. 

The  fmall-pox  is  a  difeafe  much  dreaded  by  the  people  of 
Soudan,  whether  Moors  or  Negroes,  and  little  lefs  by  the  Be- 
douins of  Egypt  The  Chriftians  of  Kahira  are  many  of  them 
in  the  habit  of  inoculating.  A  few  of  the  Mohammedans  ufc 
the  fame  practice.  It  is  however  almoft  impoflible  to  perfuade 
them  to  adopt  our  mode  of  treatment. 


hkit^ 
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Independently  of  the  general  ill  confequence  of  improper 
management  of  the  patient,  the  chief  reaibn  of  the  extraiur- 
dinary  fatality  of  this  complaint  among  the  n^oes,  appean 
to  be  the  thicknefs  of  the  ikin^  which  refifting  the  effort  of 
nature  to  protrude  the  morbid  matter  to  the  furface,  tends  to 
throw  it  back  into  the  circulation.  A  proprietor  of  flares,  wh4 
was  rather  anxious  for  the  confervation  of  his  property,  than 
fcrupulous  in  his  attachment  to  religious  preju4ice,  delired  me 
to  inoculate  five  of  them,  A  ftrong  dofe  of  fenna  was  ad- 
miniftered  as  preparative,  and  they  were  afterwards  reftrained 
as  to  diet.  Three  of  them  had  not  in  the  whole  forty  pufhiles, 
and  foon  recovered.  The  other  two  fuffered  much ;  and  the 
eruption,  though  not  confluent,  proved  fatal  to  one-  of  them. 
Whether  he  had  caught  it  before,  been  improperly  treated,  or 
whether  it  was  the  eSe^  of  habit  of  body»  was  •  not  clear. 
Thefc  were  of  the  true  negro  cafl:,  called,  Fcrtit.  Thoy.  were 
all  under  twelve  years  of  age. 


Guinea  Worm. 

The  Mohaminedana  of  Fih*,  and  the  Arabs,  call  the .  idola- 
ters in  their  neighbourhood  Fertit^  (<^j^  ^  ^j»  hnprobus  fuit). 
The  difeaiie  called  the  Guinea  Worm  is  known  among  them  by 
the  fame  name.  It  is  extremely  common,  and  very  troublei- 
fome  to  the  flaves,  and  fometimes  to  free  perfons.  It  is  by 
fome  efteemed  contagious,  which  however  is  rather  furmifed 
than  certified.     It  confifts  of  a  whitiih  tumour,  at  firft  hard  and 

painful.    Often  fhews  itfelf  about  the  knee,  in  the  fleChy  part 

of 
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^f  the  thigh,  and  in  the  foot,  juft  below  the  inftep.  As  it  is 
matured,  a  fmall  white  worm  appears,  which  is  to  be  wound 
off'  hj  degrees,  and  in  coming  out  is  followed  by  the  difchai^ 
of  purulent  matter.  If  broken  in  the  extra&ion,  it  is  ibme« 
times  very  inconvenient,  and  often  lafts  four  or  even  fix 
months.  There  is  no  certain  cure  for  this  difeafe,  which  moft 
frequently  ihews  itfelf  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  after  the 
rains  j  but  generally  difappears  at  the  commencement  of  the 
hot  feafon.  It  feems  to  originate  in  the  water,  which  is  replete 
with  animalcules,  and  which  no  care  is  ufed  to  purify. 

They  find  by  the  termination  of  the  tumour  the  extremity 
of  the  worm,  which  they  call  wuHad-el-Fertitj  and  in  that 
Ipot,  pundiure  the  Ikin  with  a  red-hot  iron,  which  they  con- 
ceive forces  it  out  j  but  which  always  appeared  to  me  a  painful 
operation,  without  any  kind  of  effe£t.  There  is  x)bferved  in. 
fome  individuals  a  greater  difpofition  to  this  difeafe  than  in 
others,  but  it  is  not  confined  to  age,  fex,  or  colour.. 


Scropbulin 

The  fcurvy  is  very  uncommon  in  £gypt  and  Syriiu  In  the 
former  I  faw  no  inflance  of  it.  In  Dar-Fur  I  have  obferved  it 
in  the  gums,  but  never  any  general  dtfemination  of  fcrophulous 
humour  appearing  in  the  blood.  As  the  tcaAfpiration  is  feU 
dom  interropted,  and  generally  cqpioiis,  it  mufl:  doubtiefs  carry 
off  much  of  the  acrid  humours,  and  prevent  their  accretion. 
Salt  provifions,  which  generate  the  fcurvy  in  the  North  of 

Europe, 
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Europe,  are  aim  oft  unknown ;  and  much  of  the  diet  of  the 
people  confifts  of  vegetables.  All  thefe  circumftances  have  their 
influence,  but  none  of  them  perhaps  fo  much  as  the  Nile-water, 
which  is  a  perfedl  folvent ;  and  by  the  change  of  its  component 
parts  during  the  increafe,  has  a  particular  tendency  to  throw  off 
ififtpurities  from  the  bIood« 


SypbiRs. 

The  difeafe  which  attacks  the  principle  of  generation,  and 
deftroys,  in  its  fource,  one  among  the  few  folaces  with  which 
human  life  is  fparingly  diverfified,  which  the  heroifm  and  the 
philanthropy,  or  the  ambition  and  the  avarice,  of  Europeans 
have  propagated  wherever  the  malign  deftiny  of  other  nations 
has  ordained  that  their  dominion  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  does  not 
appear  in  Egypt  with  all  the  terrors  that  mark  its  courfe  in 
other  countries. 

The  temperature,  the  air,  the  mode  of  living,  perhaps 
fimply  the  firft,  which  maintains  continued  tranfpiration,  ren- 
der it  much  milder  in  its  effeds  than  with  us,  or  even  in  the 
iflands  of  the  Archipelago. 

The  inftitutes  of  the  Prophet,  indeed,  have  tended  to  dimi- 
ni(h  piromifcuous  concubinage,  yet  there  is  no  fuch  deficiency 
as  to  impede  the  propagation  of  the  difeafe,  if  it  were  as  viru- 
lent as  in  other  places. 

Ulcers 
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Ulcers  of  long  duration,  nofelefs  faces,  and  all  the  difguft- 
tng  confequences  of  this  malady  are  indeed  occafionally  vifible. 
But  they  are  in  very  fmall  number,  and  notorioufly  the  refult 
of  extreme  negligence,  and  of  repeated  infedion,  where  no 
means  have  been  employed  to  exterminate  it« 

It  may  truly  he  efteemed  fortunate  that  this  difeafe  prevails 
with  no  violence  in  Egypt,  for  its  only  certain  remedy,  mer- 
cury, is  there  found  much  lefs  efficacious  than  in  the  more 
temperate  latitudes.  Adminiftered  even  in  fmaller  dofes  than 
in  Europe,  it  is  faid  ptyalifm  is  either  produced  very  early,  or 
it  paflfes  off  with  the  faeces,  without  any  vifible  effect. 

A  Frank  practitioner  of  Kahira,  accuftomed  to  the  climate, 
ordered  two  drams  of  Mercury  in  thirty  pills,  with  Gum 
Arabic  and  Syrup  of  Cichory,  to  be  taken  one  a  day.  In  this 
cafe,  he  declared,  that  the  pills  having  been  adminifkered 
during  the  firft  feven  days,  and  then,  with  the  intermiffion  of 
three  days,  two  having  been  given  each  day  for  five  days  more, 
had  produced  no  vifible  effe£t  on  the  difeafe,  but  pafied  off  by 
ftool.  In  other  cafes  he  had  known  much  fmaller  dofes,  in 
the  fpace  of  two  days,  had  caufed  inflammation  of  the  falivary 
glands,  and  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  ufe  of  it,  and  have 
recourfe  to  other  means  of  cure. 

The  natives,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
and  indeed  of  minerals  in  general  as  employed  internally,  are 
yet  provided,  as  they  fay,  with  efficacious  remedies  for  the 
venereal  difeafe.     They  ufe  flax  oil,  frefh,  as  it  is  expreffed, 

u  u  from 
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from  the  feed.  A  Greek,  who  was  in  the  fervice  of  Murad 
Bey  as  a  mariner,  {gakongij)  and  who  was  known  to  me  in 
Kahira,  had  been  infe&ed,  and  on  applying  to  a  Frank  phyil* 
cian,  was  told  that  it  would  be  neoeflary  immediately  to  ufe 
mercurials.  The  man  was  not  inclined  to  confinement  or  to 
regimen,  and  went  to  a  Copt  at  Jize,  who  profefTed  to  relieve 
the  fick.  This  man  ordered  him  to  take  two  cofiee-cups  of 
flax  oil  every  morning  fading,  and  direded  no  regimen,  but 
that  of  keeping  himfelf  warm.  The  Greek  obferved  none»  for 
he  continued  freely  the  ufe  of  aqua  vit^j  and  even  facrificed  to 
Venus,  (for  perfons  who  have  been  once  Infeflied  and  fully 
cured,  are,  it  is  faid,  in  no  fear  of  reinfedion,)  and  was  often  in 
the  heat  of  the  fun.  He  had  continued  this  method  for  two 
months,  when  a  general  eruption  took  place  over  his  body» 
but  chiefly  about  the  head  and  glands  of  the  throaL  lo  this 
condition  I  faw  him.  His  Efculapius  ordered  him  to  cover  the 
puftules  of  his  face  with  a  kind  of  red  earth,  found  in  fome 
parts  of  Egypt.  They  gradually  became  dry,  and  came  off 
without  leaving  any  mark.  At  the  end  of  the  third  month 
from  the  time  he  had  applied  to  the  Copt,  and  one  month  after 
the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  the  man  was  in  perfeA  healthy 
and  the  ikin  had  completely  recovered  its  tone  and  poltih. 

In  the  cure  of  the  fimple  gonorrhea,  a  deco^on  of  mallows 
is  commonly  ufed,  and  they  feem  to  place  their  chief  confi* 
dence  in  diuretics.  I  never  heard  of  an  injection,  but  from 
thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  European  practice.  Certain 
herbs  and  roots  macerated,  are  applied  locally  in  cafe  of  inflam- 
mation and  tendon  (chordee). 

Shankers 
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Shankers,  &c«  externally,  are  repeatedly  wafhed  with  foap  and 
water,  and  then  kept  covered  with  the  red  earth  above  men- 
tioned. I  never  faw  the  effedt,  but  the  cure  is  faid  to  be 
rapid* 

In  Dar-Fi^r  I  have  not  obferved  the  venereal  difeafe  more 
formidable  than  in  Egypt.  I  faw  a  few  individuals  who  were 
mutilated  in  the  organs  of  generation  by  its  effeds. 

The  old  women,  who  are  phyficians  in  ordinary,  ufe  a  decoc- 
tion of  certain  roots,  of  which  I  never  came  at  the  knowlege, 
infufed  in  bouza^  which  appear  to  operate  fuccefsfuUy.  Gleets 
are  frequent ;  and  continued  indulgence  produces  early  debility 
and  impotence. 

The  great  advantages  of  the  ituves^  or  warm  baths,  is  evident 
in  very  many  inftances  in  Kahira.  But  it  is  difficult  to  admit 
Savary's  aflertion  (vol.  i.  p.  108)  in  its  full  extent,  viz.  that  they 
operate  as  a  radical  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  They  doubt- 
lefs  alFuage  many  of  its  graver  fymptoms. 

In  no  country  are  pulmonary  difeafes  more  rare  than  in 
Egypt,  which  could  not  happen  if  the  baths  had  any  tendency 
to  caufe  them. 

Leprqfy. 

The  leprofy  is  more  frequent  in  Syria  than  in  Egypt.  It 
exifts  however  in  the  latter  country,  with  all  its  concomitants 

u  u  2  of 
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of  fwelled  and  diftorted  joints,  a  livid,  fpotted,  parched,  and 
cracked  fkin,  &c. 

I  have  feen  it  under  all  its  forms  of  Borrasy  yidddm^  &c.  In 
Kahira  there  is  no  provifion  for  the  unhappy  fufferers,  who  are 
allowed  to  beg  about  the  ftreets,  but  forbidden  by  their  religion 
from  the  contact  of  others,  and  excluded  from  fociety  by  an 
inefficient  police.  I  haye  heard  of  a  cure  of  the  leprofy  in  its 
worft  ftage,  by  the  ufe  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  fmall  dofes. 
The  natives  feem  not  to  know  any  fpecific. 

In  Dar-Fur,  the  Borras^  which  is  not  uncommon,  gives  to 
the  blacks  the  appearance  of  being  pyebald^  changing  to  white 
both  the  fkin  and  hair.  A  cafe  of,  what  I  was  convinced  was 
yidd&m^  beginning  in  the  hands,  was  cured  under  my  obferv- 
ation  by  a  flave,  a  native  of  the  kingdom  called  Baghermi^ 
but  the  means  he  had  ufed  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  ta 
difclofe. 


Bile. 


Complaints  proceeding  from  too  copious  fecretion  of  bile  are 
extremely  common  both  in  Egypt  and  Dar-Fur.  Murar^  the 
bile,  or  gall,  is  the  generic  name  for  all  difeafes  of  this  kind,  at 
leaft  in  their  nafcent  ftate ;  for  they  are  not  folicitous  in  the 
choice  of  names,  till  diflin^t  appearances  teach  them  to  feek  a 
more  chara£teriftic  appellation.  There  feems  to  be  no  efficacious 
remedy  for  thefe  maladies,  and  therefore  they  take  their  courfe ; 

and 
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and  all  thie  inconveniences  confequent  upon  them  are  common, 
and  increafed  by  general  inattention  to  diet. 

The  tubbal^  or  tebbdiy  deriving  its  name  from  the  fpleen, 
morbus  Jpleneticusy  is  very  frequent.     One  of  its  outward  fymp- 

toms  is  a  tumor  hard  to  the  touch,  but  fubje£t  to  increafe  and 
diminution,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fpleen,  and  general 
inflation  in  the  fupra-umbilical  region. 

In  Egypt  Chriftians  and  the  lefs  fcrupulous  Mohammedans  ufe 
aqua  vita  to  remove  the  prjsfent  fenfation.  It  operates  as  an 
anodyne,  which  is  all  they  feek.  In  Dar-Fur  the  leaves  of 
fenna  pulverifed,  and,  by  admixture  with  honey,  formed  into 
balls,  (the  common  cathartic,)  is  the  only  medicine  adminif- 
tered  with  any  falutary  eflTed:.  I  found  James's  powder  of  great 
fervice  to  thofe  with  whom  it  operated  as  an  emetic.  The 
diftention  of  the  fpleen  prevents  the  ftomach  from  receiving  a 
proper  quantity  of  food,  yet  the  inclination  for  food  is  undi- 
minifhed. 

The  liver  being  rendered  incapable  of  its  functions,  by  re- 
peated extravafations  of  bile,  the  blood,  which  at  all  times  cir- 
culates flowly  from  the  fpleen  through  that  gland,  now  much 
retarded,  occafions  fchirrofities  of  the  fpleen,  and  at  length  per- 
fedly  ftagnant  in  and  diftending  it,  it  becomes  corrupted  by  the 
fseces  contained  in  the  colon  near  it,  and  begins  to  putrify.  In 
this  ftate  the  difeafe  frequently  terminates  in  death.  But  thefe 
fchirrofities  fometimes  remain  for  years,  without  producing  any 
very  dangerous  fymptoms. 

The 
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The  paiTage  of  the  bile  into  the  inteilines  bdng  intercepted, 
having  pafTed  from  the  gall  bladder  to  the  liver,  it  at  length  re* 
turns  to  the  blood,  which  occafions  the  jaundice^  another  difeafe 
not  uncommon  among  the  Furians,  termed  by  ihtxnScffafir^  and, 
among  the  blacks,  firil  vifible  in  the  eyes. 

To  alleviate  the  effed:s  of  any  unufual  increafe  of  the  cyftic 
bile,  the  natr6n  of  the  country  i$  very  efficacious. 


Taenia. 

From  the  nature  of  their  diet,  which  confifts  in  a  great  de- 
gree of  vegetables  and  fruits,  with  a  large  portion  of  fugar, 
honey,  &c.  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  of  all  denominations,  are 
particularly  fubjeft  to  the  Tenia  or  tape-worm  [Dudhx.^  I  have 
feen  pieces  of  vaft  length  preferved  by  the  European  phyftcians, 
who  yet  appear  to  have  found  no  fpecific  for  it.  The  natives 
miftake  the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  afcarides,  &c.  for  diftin<3: 
maladies,  and  treat  them  accordingly.  The  commonalty,  Jews, 
and  devout  Chriflians,  who  unremittingly  ufe  infalubrious  food 
during  their  fqjis^  are  moft  affedted  with  ijt,  though  none  arc 
exempt.  In  thofe  who  are  thus  incommoded,  a  tumor  com- 
monly appears  about  the  navel,  and  difcoloration  of  the  ikin 
next  the  eyes. 

Bruce  feems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  great  prevalence  of 
nvormsy  with  which  the  Abyffins  are  much  afflicted,  proceeds 

from 
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firom  the  common  ufe  of  raw  meat.  Not  to  mention  that  it  is 
not  yet  proved  that  the  habitual  ufe  of  raw  meat  generates 
worms  in  the  human  inteftines,  that  complaint  cannot  well  be 
more  common  than  among  the  people  of  Egypt,  who  never  ufe 
meat  but  when  fully  prepared  by  fire. 


Hernia. 

Ruptures  are  common  in  Egypt,  chiefly  among  the  lower  or-- 
ders,  particularly  the  boatmen,  few  of  whom  are  feen  without  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  of  this  dangerous  accident,  and  to  many 
of  whom  it  is  fatal.  Their  life  is  almofl  amphibious,  and  it 
may  in  fome  meafure  be  the  efied  of  the  pendent  fituation  of 
the  parts  }  but  it  feems  chiefly  to  ariib  from  the  exertions  they 
are  obliged  to  make  in  lading  and  unlading  their  boats,  and 
propelling  them,  as  frequently  happens,  by  applying  their  fhoul-* 
ders.  In  the  people  of  this  city,  who  carry  heavy  loads  on  their 
backs,  and  raife  great  weights,  it  is  alfo  common.  Clumfy  and 
ineflfedlual  trufles  are  made  in  Kahira,  which  rather  diftrefs  and 
embarrafs  than  relieve  or  fecure  the  patient.  The  fcrotum  is 
fometimes  cauterized,  and  with  eflTedl,  if  the  intefHnes  be  not  in- 
carcerated. In  Dar-Fur  this  difeafe  is  uncommon ;  yet  it  is 
fometimes  feen  there. 

Hydrocele. 

The  hydrocele  is  remarkably  frequent  in  Syria,  and,  above  all,, 
in  the  town  of  Beirut.     It  is  alfo  frequent  in  Egypt,  but  mofli 

among 
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among  the  Chriftians  of  both  countries.  Some  attribute  it  to 
the  Nile  water;  others  to  the  air;  others  to  the  ufe,  or  rather 
abufe  of  aqua  vita  ;  others  to  food  of  a  particular  kind  :  none 
of  which  feems  to  be  the  real  caufe.  The  natives  of  both  countries 
have  a  method  of  inciding  fecurely,  which  difcharges  the  water, 
and  of  courfe  produces  temporary  relief :  but  the  malady  is  ra- 
pidly regenerated.  The  only  radical  cure  is  the  adiual  cautery, 
which,  though  un&ilfuUy,  id  yet  fuccefsfuUy  applied  to  fuch 
patients  as  are  bold  enough  to  encounter  the  danger. 


Hamorrboides  and  Fiftula  in  ano. 

The  hxmorrhoides  {bowasir)  are  very  common  both  in  Egypt 
and  Dar-Fur.  In  the  latter,  they  cure  them  by  the  cautery. 
The  Fiftula  in  ano  is  alfo  feen  there,  and  is  cured  by  a  topical 
application,  but  without  incifion. 


Apoplexy. 

I  have  known  two  inftances  in  Dar-Fur  of  what  appeared  to 
me  to  be  apoplexy.  The  one  was  of  a  male  flave,  about  fixteen 
years  of  age,  the  other  of  a  man  about  forty ;  both  of  them  of 
plethoric  habit.  The  boy  dropped  down  fenfelefs,  after  having 
been  ftanding  near  a  large  fire  in  cool  weather.  Pulfation 
ceafed,  and  a  great  haemorrhage  took  place  from  the  noftrHs. 
After  one  hour  and  a  half  he  expired.  Bleeding  was  recom- 
mended to  the  proprietor,  but  the  by-ftanders  would  not  confeqt, 

faying 
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Uying  it  was  SbiU^^  the  detil  had  po0cfled  hioi.  Hie  maa 
was  dead  before  I  faw  him  ;  much  extravajlated  \Aoc4  appeared 
about  him.  He  had  been  at  work  in  the  fun.  The  coup-de-foleily 
pioperiy  fo  ealled^  does  not  often  occur.  When  much  eKpofed 
in  waikiqg  or  at  work,  they ,  proted  their  head  from  the  ill  effect 
of  the  rays  defceading  perpexKlicuIarlyy  by  wiading  their  (hire 
rouad  xU  aad  lea^i^  the  tniak  uacoTered* 


Umbilical  ruptures. 

Among  the  flaves,  and  even  free  perfons  in  Dar-Fur,  promi- 
nencies of  the  navel)  and  *  umbiUcal  ruptures,  of  greater  or  lefs 
.magnitude,  are  very  £ommon.  Though  the  chord  be  remarked 
xo  be  larger  in  the  negroes  than  with  us,  this  circumftahce  muft 
probably  be  occafioned  by  ignorance,  caxeleihefs,  or  fome  mif^ 
management  at  the  birth.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  attended 
with  pofitive  inconvenience.  The  chord,  whea  divided,  is  here 
cauterized  as  in  Egypt. 


Accoucbemens. 

The  accoucbemens  of  the  Arabian  females  are  remarkably 
eafy.  There  are  ftones  of  the  Bedouin  women  fitting  down 
/Qbeiur  a  water  aad  delivering  themfelves.  Certain  it  is,  that  both 
the  Moh^uuaedan  and  Coptic  females  in  the  cities  and  towns  are 
^^ually  averfe  from  the  attendance  of  a  man  on  theie  occafione^ 

X  X  and 
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and  however  unfkilful  the  accoucheufes  may  be  imagined,  few 
accidents  have  place. 

The  women  of  Fur,  in  like  manner,  are  aflifted  by  their  own 
fex,  and  are  feldom  long  confined :  yet  nature  feems  to  render 

•  

child-bearing  more  difficult  to  them  than  to  the  Egyptians,  and 
their  care  after  delivery  is  not  always  fuch  as  to  prevent  both  the 
mother  and  the  child  from  fuffering.  I  have  known  feveral  in«> 
ftances  where  cold  caught  after  the  accident  has  proved  of  ferious 
confequences  to  the  mother. 


Hydrtypbobia. 

The  rabies  canina^  or  hydrophobia,  is  either  very  unufual  or 
entirely  unknowa  both  in  Egypt  and  Fur.  I  never  heard  of 
an  inftance  of  it  in  either  country,  which  appears  not  entirely 
unworthy  of  remark,  not  only  as  multitudes  of  dogs  are  found 
in  each,  which  in  many  inftances  can  have  no  accefs  to  water, 
to  the  want  of  which  was  once  vulgarly  attributed  that  dreadful 
malady,  but  as  one  fad;  more  in  the  feries  which  muft  finally 
condud  us  to  its  caufe. 


Idea  of  Orientals  reJpeSing  remedies. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  and  Africa  the  claffification 
of  remedies  is  remarkably  fimple.  They  have  only  two  grand 
divifionsy  cMji^  refrigerants,  and  ^^^  heating  medicines.    They 

efteem 
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efteem  all  the  former  beneficial,  and  the  latter  generally  perni- 
cious :  fo  that  if  the  mofl  fkilful  phyfician  were  to  prefcribe  for 
his  patient  what  the  latter  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  an  heating  qua« 
lity,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  perfuade  him  to  ufe  it. 


Phlebotomy. 

Scarification,  or  fuperficial  incifion  of  the  ikin,  is  commonly 
recurred  to  for  various  difeafes,  and  at  all  ages,  from  two  years 
till  fixty.  The  head,  breaft,  loins,  legs,  are  all  fubje£ted  to  this 
iimple  and  apparently  little  efiBcacious  treatment.  Sometimes, 
however,  violent  and  obftinate  pains  in  the  head,  proceeding 
from  extraordinary  exertion,  and  other  caufes,  are  removed  by 
fuperficially  inciding  the  ikin,  near  the  coronal  future,  which 
occafions  a  fufficient  difcharge  of  blood. 

The  other  mode  of  bleeding  is  by  horns,  prepared  for  that 
purpofe,  which  operate  on  the  fame  principle  as  our  cupping 
glaffes.  Thefe  are  applied  in  a  very  (imple  manner,  and  with- 
out occafioning  any  pain,  remove  fuch  quantity  of  blood,  as  the 
operator  judges  neceffary.  Adhefion  is  produced  by  applying 
the  mouth  to  the  fmaller  aperture  of  the  horn,  which,  when  this 
is  accomplifhed,  is  flopped.  The  incifion  is  commonly  made 
with  a  razor. 


X  X   2  Bruifes. 
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Bruifes^ 

The  bitumen  found  in  the  mummy  pits  is  diffolved  with  but- 
ter by  the  Egyptians,  and  not  only  applied  externally,  but  taken 
inwardly,  in  large  dofes,  for  bruifes  and  wounds ;  it  is  (aid  to 
have  a  furprifing  effeA. 


Petroleum. 

Petroleum,  which  is  brought  from  the  weftern  ihore  of  the 
Arabian  gulf,  near  to  Suez,  is  taken  inwardly  as  wdl  as  out** 
wanUy  applied,  and  is  much  efteemed. 


Bezoar. 


The  Orientals  have  ftill  great  confidence  in  the  bezoar^  or 
benvsoar.  For  a  fmall  one  they  are,  not  unfrequently,  contented 
to  pay  a  fum  equal  to  feven  guineas.  Even  the  Eur<^an  phy* 
(icianB  adminifter  it  in  fome  cafes  pulverifed,  as  an  alterative^aod, 
as  they  iky,  with  fuccefs. 


Sal  ammoniac. 

Perhaps  none  of  the  drugs  of  Egypt  is  more  extenfively  ufe- 
fill  than  fal  ammoniac.    That  medicine  feems,  as  it  were,  a  fpe- 

cific» 
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cificy  carefully  provided,  for  the  prevailing  difeafes  of  the  country. 
Acting  mildly,  both  as  a  carminative  and  diuretic,  nothing  is  more 
efiedlualto  remove  the  cephalalgiit  and  laffitude  often  experienced 
during  the  great  heat,  which  precedes  the  Nile's  augmentation, 
than  a  few  drops  of  this  fpirit  taken  in  water.  Pulmonary  com- 
ptaints,  occafioned  by  bad  air,  the  fufibcatin^  heat  of  the  foutherly 
winds  at  certain  feafons,  and  the  ill  effect  of.  fudden  tranfition 
from  the  burning  heat  of  the  fun  to  the  chilling  noAurnal  dew, 
are  ofteri  relieved  by  it.  It  might  even  be  ruggpfted,.that  as  re- 
gular and. continued  tranipiration  ieems  very  adverfe  to  peftilen- 
tial  infe6):ion,  a  prpper  ufe  of  fp.  faU  ammon«  might  not  be . 
wholly  contemptible  as  an  antidote  to  its  infedion. 


uipbrodijiaes^ 

m 

No  part  of  the  materia  medica  is  fo  much  in  requifition  as 
thofe  which  ftirnulate  to  animal  pleafure.  T^t  tacertafcincus^ 
in  powder,  and  a  thoufand  other  articles  of  the  fame  kind,  are 
in  continual  demand.  For  this  chiefly  fields  are  fown  with 
bq/bf/bj  the  bangoi  the  Eaft  Indies.  It  is  ufed  in  a  variety^  of 
forms,  but  in  none,  it  is  fuppofed,  more  efficacioufly  than  what 
is  in  Arabic  called  Maif&n^  a  kind  of  elcftuary,  in  which  both 
men  and  womeif  indulge  to  excels.  The  impoteface  of  age,  and 
the  languor  of  fatiety  or  difeafe,  ponder  in  vain  the  oracles  of 
the  defcendant  of  Ifmail,  for  the  invigorating  influence  of  the 
benign  deity  of  Canopus. 

CbaradleriJUcs 
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CbaraSerifiics  of  the  negroes. 

A  great  and  (Iriking  difierence  as  to  the  firmnefs  and  denfity 
of  the  (kin,  between  the  negro  and  thq  white,  whether  it  may 
or  may  not  be  called  Jpecificj  as  far  as  relates  to  the  animal,  is 
the  caufe  of  feveral  peculiarities,  as  well  when  they  are  in  health 
as  under  the  power  of  difeafe.  In  all  cutaneous  maladies,  or 
fuch  as  ultimately  relieve  themfelves  by  fuppuration,  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  the  blacks  are  exceffive.  Blows  of  the  whip,  which 
in  a  white  fubjedl  would  become  encyfted  tumors,  difcharge,  dry 
up,  heal,  and  difappear  in  a  few  weeks,  often  remain  in  a  negro 
more  than  a  year. 

The  bright  red  colour  of  the  mu&ular  fibres,  an  apparently 
ftronger  power  of  contradion,  and  the  whitenefs,  folidity,  and 
weight  of  the  bones,  conftitute  other  peculiarities.  The  eyes 
have  generally  very  diftinft  vifion.  There  are  few  inftances  of 
myopes,  and  blindnefs  is  very  uncommon.  The  teeth  are  white 
and  firm  ;  they  rarely  complain  of  odontalgia,  and  retain  their 
teeth  to  old  age.  Both  the  Furians  and  neighbouring  negroes 
are  attentive  to  preferve  them  clean,  which  is  done  by  rubbing 
them  with  the  fmall  fibrous  branches  of  the  tree  called  Shaw. 


NatrSn. 
Natr6n  is  much  ufed  as  a  veterinary  medicine. 

As 
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'  As  often  as  the  camels,  horfes,  afles,  fheep,  &c«  drink,  a  large 
piece  of  it  is  put  into  the  trough  of  water.  The  natives  conceive 
that  it  renders  them  more  eager  of  their  food,  and  thus  tends 
to  fatten  them.  Some  camels  refufe  it,  but  in  general  they 
acquire  a  preference  for  that  water  which  is  moft  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated. When  they  refufe  it,  the  natr&n  is  pulverized, 
formed  into  balls,  with  the  flour  of  maize,  and  forced  down  their 
throats  before  they  drink. 

•  For  the  human  race  natron  is  ufed  to  remove  the  head-achs, 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers,  &c.  which  prevail  during  the 
rainy  feafon*  Two  or  three  ounces  of  crude  natron  are  dif- 
folved  in  water,  and  taken '  failings  It  operates  as  a  draftic 
purge,  and  with  fome  as*  an  emetic.  With  robufl:  and  plethoric 
habits,  there  feems  to  be  no  inconvenience  from  the  ufe  of  it, 
but  I  experienced  from  it  an  unfavourable  rather  than  beneficial 

... 

* 

Tamarinds. . 

The  tamarind,  Tbummara  Hindi  *  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  as 
well  as  valuable  of  the  produdions  of  the  country,  fupplies  the 
want  of  many  others.  In  defeat  of  lemons  and  other  acids,  this 
fruit,  mixed  with  water,  conftltutes  an  agreeable  and  refrefhing 
drink.  When  dried  by  beating  in  a  mortar,  it  is  formed  into 
cakes,  each  of  2  or  300  drams  in  weight.     The  decodion  of  it 

*  Thummara  Hindi  means  fimply  Fruit  of  India^  not  JaU,  as  infinuated  by  the 
learned  author  of  the  Botanical  Obfervations^  in  Afiatic  Refearches^yoX.  iv.  p.  250. 

.        •  ^  is 
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is  a  mild  cathartic,  and  alfb  operate$  as  a  diaphoretic ;  and  the 
natives  attribute  to  it  Aiperior  vtitue  as  aa  antidcM^  againft  cet* 
tain  poiibns. 

•    •        •     « 

LaStation. 

Savary  remarks,  that  in  Egypt  each  mother  aJSbrds  nourifli- 
ment  to  her  own  infant,  even  in  compliance  with  a  command 
of  the  Prophet,  and  that  this  prevents  many  difeafes.  No  doubt 
can  exift  that  the  milk  of  the  mother,  long  iiecreted  and  re« 
ferved  for  the  child,  is  the  proper  nouri&ment  at  the  birth,  and 
by  its  acrid  quality  tends  to  facffitate  the  evacuation  of  the 
fkces,  accumulated  xhiring  the  period  of  geftation,  much  better 
than  any  thing  that  can  be  fiibftituted  in  its  roobi*  But  when 
this  eScGt  is  once  produced,  in  many  cafes  tiie  raSk  of  any  other 
woman  may  be  better  than  that  of  the  mother ;  nay,  that  of  the 
mother  may  be  infalubrious  d  principio ;  and  it  is  as  yet  far  from 
being  proved,  that  the  milk  of  the  mother  is  in  all  cafes  the  bell 
poflible  milk  for  the  child.  • 

r      m 

If  the  mother  abftain  not  from  the  male  embrace,  and  be- 
come gravid,  the  milk  becomes,  as  is  well  known,  poifon  to  the 
offspring* — The  Arabic  language  has  even  a  fingle  word  to 
exprefs,  qua  laQans  confuefcit  viro^  which  they  conceive  ex- 
tremely injuripus. 


Opium^ 
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« 


»  »   • 

A  A  C 


.V 


opium- {Ar.  Afibi^). 


The  ufe  of  opium ,  as  is  well  known,  is  carried  to  excels  in 
Conftantinople.  Some  perfons  have  fo  long  accuilomed  them- 
felves  to  that  powerful  drug,  that  a  dofe  of  two  drams,  or  more, 
will   have   no  efiedl  in  exhilarating  them,   or  producing  that 

•  .  •  •  • 

agreeable  ftupor  which  they  feek.  In  fuch  cafes,  they. will 
fwallow,  in  a  convenient  vehicle,  feveral  grains,  to  the  amount^ 
it  is  faid,  of  ten,  of  coriofive  fublimate  of  mercury,  as-  a 
ftimulus. 

This  efied  of  opium,  as  an  antidote  to  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
mineral  poifons,  appears  incredible,  and  would  fcarcely  have 
been  related,  but  on  authority  the  lead  queflionable.     A  r^flefC- 

» 

tion  has  in  confequence  forced  itfelf  on  me,  which  T  offer  as  a 
query.  Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  is  faid  to  have  fo  fortified 
himfelf  with,  antidotes,  that  when  misfortune  obliged  hiqi  to 
have  recourfe  to  poifon  to  terminate  his'  eitiflence,  though  re- 
peatedly adminifiered  to  him,  under  different  forms,  it  had  no 
effedl.  .  Pontiis,  at  that  time  no  lefs  than  at  prefenc,  furnifhed 
the  bell  opium.  Could  Mithridates  have  ufed  any  antidote  fo 
powerful  ?  Ajid  was  not  this  tStQ,  of  that  drug  more  likely  to 
be. known  in  its,  native  country  than  any  where  elfe  ?  It  may 
poflibly  be  replied,  that  mineral  poifons  were  not  then  in  ufe, 
and  that  to'  the  fmall  number  of  vegetable  ones  then  known, 
many  other  antidotes,  capable  of  producing  the  fame  tScCty 
might  have  been  found.     It  is  not  however  enquired,  whether 

Y  y  fmgle 


J46  TRAVilLS    rN    AFRICA, 

fingle  antidotes  might  not  have  been  found  to  obviate  the  in- 
fluence of  diftindl  poifons,  but  what  could  produce  fo  complete 
a  change  in  the  humi^n  body,  a^  thu  &p  poifon  (hould  have  any 

effed  on  it  ? 

•    •  •    •  • 

Ctrcumcijion. 

t     ^  : 

The  pra&ice ,  of  ^  circumdiion  may  be  traced  to  fuch  remote 
antiquity,  that  its  origin  baffles  all  reiearch :  yet  apparently  its 
^uftory  has  not  received  all  the  illuftration  of  which  it  is  capa* 
^le  from  a  diligent  colledion  of  fa£ls.  It  has  been  afcribed  to 
the  ftru£ture  of  the  organs,  in  certain  countries,  which  it  is  faid 
impede  coition,  or  facilitate  the  appearance  of  morbid  fymp- 
toms.  But  what  may  have  been  perfedlly  true  of  individuals,  it 
may  perhaps  not  be  permitted  to  aflume  with  regard  to  a 
whole  nation,  much  lefs  with  relation  to  the  inhabitants  of  an 
exteofive  region. 

Among  the  Furians  circumcifion  appears  to  be  no  other  than 
a  religious  ceremony,  performed  in  compliance  with  an  exprefs 
command  of  the  author  of  their  faith  ;  and  it  is  very  doubtful 

whether  it  was  ever  pradtifed  among  them  before  their  conver- 
fion  to  Mohammedifm.  It  is  now  often  negleded  till  the  male 
have  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  or  more  years,  and  this  omi£- 
{ion  Teems  to  be  confidered  by  them  as  a  matter  of  indifference ; 
nor  are  there  perfons  who  habitually  and  regularly  exercife  that 
art,  as  in  Egypt  and  other  Mohammedan  countries. 


Excifion. 
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Excifion. 

The  ezcifion  of  female?  is  a  peculiarity  with  which  the 
Northern  nations  are  lefs  familiar :  yet  it  would  appear,  that 
this  ufage  is  more  evidently  founded  on  phyfical  caufes,  and  is 
more  clearly  a  matter  of  convenience,  than  the  circumcifion  of 
males,  as  it  feems  not  to  have  been  ordained  by  the  precept  of 
any  infpired  le^flator.  A  pradice  fo  widely  diflufed,  it  may  be 
faid,  was  hardly  invented  but  to  remedy  fome  inconvenience 
commenfurate  in  its  extent.  But,  if  fo,  how  happens  it  that  one 
race  of  idolatrous  negroes,  near  Fur,  has  a  habit  of  extrading 
two  or  more  of  the  front  teeth  of  children  before  puberty  \ 
That  it  is  cuftomary  with  another  xace,  in  the  fame  quarter,  to 
file  the  teeth  to  a  point  *  ?  that  other  nations  cut  open  a  fe- 
cond  mouth  ?  and  innumerable  other  fingularities  which  prevail 
among  favages,  and  are  as  little  to  be  reduced  to  any  principle 
of  convenience  or  utility. 

This  excifion  is  termed  in  Arabic  Cbafadb  ^^  and  the 
perfon  who  performs  it  a^U.  It  confifb  in  cutting  off  the 
clitoris  a  little  before  the  period  of  puberty^  or  at  about  the  age 

of  eight  or  nine  years  \^ 

Strabo* 

*  Thb  is  obferyable  in  many  of  the  Haves.  They  feem  to  efteem  it  a  beauty/ 
In  filing  the  teeth,  they  alfo  force  the  gums  from  them,  to  make  them  appear 
bnger :  die  teeth-  in  tins  cafe  fufier  difcbIoratioii>  but  db  not  appear  tt^  undergo 
d  confequent  decay* 

f  Qui  Africae  aut  Afiae  plagis  peragratis,  primi  hunc  exfecandi  morem  Occi- 
doDtalibus  nanaTcre  auftoresi  ab  ore  incolarum  re  acceptft,  et  noTitatc  ejus  per- 

T  T  a  culfi. 
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Strabo  is  apparently  the  firft  tvho  mentions  this  cuftom,  which 
is  neverthelefs  undoubtedly  very  antient.  Lib.  xvii. 


*^ 


ZCU  r»  TTCClSlM  iTiflTifJLUitV,  KCll  TOL  ^HjXiPt  iKJtfZVitV,  &C« 


By  the  terms  very  well  marking  the  diftindion  between  this 
operation  and  the  <:ircumcifion  of  males. 

* 

The  Mohammedans  of  Egypt  conceive, it  to  have  no  con- 
nedion  with  their  religious  creed.  Similar  are  faid  to  be  the 
fentiments  of  the  Chriftians  of  Habbefli.  In  Dar-Fur  many 
women,  particularly  among  the  Arabs,  never  undergo  excifion : 
yet  it  has  not  been  my  fate  to  fee  or  he^r.  of  any  of  thpfe 
HXeiTOftie^  fisyaXm  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  brought  it  into 
vogue,  ,     . 

Thirteen  or  fourteen  young  females  underwent  gAS«i  in  an 
houfe  where  I  was.  It  was  performed  by  a  woman,  and  fome 
of  them  complained  much  of  the  pain,  both  at  and  after  it. 
They  were  prevented  from  locomotion,  but  permitted  to  eat 
meat.  The  parts  were  waflied  every  twelve  hours  with  warm 
water,  which  profufe  fuppuratipn  rendered  neceflary.  At  the 
end  of  eight  days  the  greater  part  were  in  a  condition  to  walk, 
and  liberated  from  their  confinement.  ^Three  "or  four  of  them 
.remained  under  reftraint  till  the  thirteenth  day. 


culfi,  de  mo^o  excifiopis  tour  cadq  ecrare  fqlent,  npnpbas  ezfecari.pcrhibentes : 
prorfus  inepte  quidem,  fed  fepti  pudicitii  vitam  agentibus,  n^tlq^an  iUis  nudam, 

« 

Tele  longinquo  yidifie,  multp  miiu^s  muliebria  attredlayifle,  uti  manifcftanb  con- 

tigent. 

'      '"•       •  It 


■^»^^^^— — — ^^p^^^^^r^"-^^p^p^^w« 
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It  oft^  happens  that  another  operation  accompanies  that  of 
excifion,  which  is  not,  like  the  latter,  pra^ifed  in  Egypt,  yiz. 
producing  an  artificial  impediment  to  the  vagina,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  coition.  This  happens  moft  frequently  in  the  eafe 
of  flaves,  whofe  value  would  be  diminifhed  by  impregnation, 
or  even  by  the  neceflary  refult  of  coition,  though  unaccompa- 
nied by  conception.  But  it  is  alfo  adopted  towards  girls  who 
are  free ;  the  impulfe  being  too  ftrong  to  be  counteracted  by 

any  lefs  firm  impediment.  This  operation,  like  the  former,  is 
performed  at  all  ages  from  eight  to  fixteen,  but  commonly  from 
eleven  to  twelve  ;  nor  are  they  who  undergo  it  always  virgins. 
In  fome  the  parts  are  more  eafily  formed  to  cohere  than  in 
others.  There  are  cafes  in  which  the  barrier  becomes  fo 
firm,  that  the  embrace  cannot  be  received  but  by  the  previous 
application  of  a  fharp  inilrument  ^. 

Among  fome  tribes  of  blacks,  there  exifts  a  pradice  of  pierc- 
ing the  {kin  in  certain  forms  by  way  of  ornament. — Each  of 
the  pundlures  leaves  an  indelible  fear,  as  diftin£tive  as  colour, 
which  is  not  ufed.  This  practice,  which  is  of  the  fame  de- 
fcription  as  that  of  fome  of  the  South-fea  iflands,  is  ufed  on  the 
face,  bread,  loins,  &c. 

The  blacks  who  are  caftrated  for  the  ufe  of  Kahira  or  Con- 
ftantinople,  undergo  that  operation  in  the  Upper  Egypt,  before 

*  Quoties  autem  confibulatio  fortior  meatus  etiam  urinarii  aditum  claudere 
minetur,  plumi  vel  oflea  quadam  tubula  adhibita,  illam  in  ore  urethrae  inferunt* 
ibidemque  tenent,  ufque  dum  caoalis  majoria  aditui  amplius  inYigilare  non  Gt 
opus. 

their 
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their  arrival  at  the  former;  fome  famiHes,  diere  refident,  having 
the  hereditary  exerdfe  of  thb  antient  pradice. 

The  numbers  vrhich  undergo  it  are  not  rery  confiderable, 
and  it  is  fatal  only  to  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  thenu 

Thoie  ilaves  which  are  emafculated  for  the  exclufive  ufe  of 
the  Furian  monarch  fufier  within  his  palace. 
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CHAP.    XXII. 

m 

FINAL  DEPARTURE  FROM  KAKIRA,  AND  JOURNEY  TO 

JERUSALEM. 

Voyage  down  the  Nile  to  Damatt — Veget^ion^-^Pi^yrus — Com-- 
merce-^^Crudty  of  the  Maml&k  government— Voyage  to  Ta0 
'•^Defcription  of  Taffe—-^Rama—^yen^alem—^Mendlcanti*^^ 
Tombs  ofibe  kings— -Betblebem-^Agriculture^—Napltfa—'Sama^ 
ria — Mount  Tabon 

xIaving  engaged  a,  can/ia^  or  fmall  boat,  to  fail  down  the 
Nile  from  Kahira  to  Damiatt,  I  departed  on  Friday  the  2d  of 
December  1796.  No  occurrences  worthy  of  particular  com* 
memoration  happened  during  this  little  voyage,  but  we  pdTed 
feveral  towns  of  confiderable  note,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned  Manfdra,  remarkable  for  the  defeat  of  St  Louis ;  a  cir« 
cumftance  preferred  in  the  name  which  denotes.  The  place  of 
viSory.  Its  condition  is  flourifhing,  owing  to  its  being  a  ftation 
on  the  road  between  Kahira  and  Damiatt ;  and  it  was  then 
governed  by  a  Ca(hef  deputed  by  Ibrahim  Bey.  The  mofques 
amount  to  feven,  which  is  the  only  circumdance  I  can  ojfer 
relative  to  its  population,  my  day  there  having  been  only  for  a 
few  hours. 


Siftc' 


3S2  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

Sifte  and  Miet  Ghrammer  are  on  the  fame  route,  about  half 
way  between  Kahira  and  Manfura,  and  fituated  on  oppofite 
banks  of  the  Nile.  Both  are  towns  of  the  fecond  order,  and 
abounding  with  people,  chiefly  Mohammedans,  very  few 
Copts  refiding  there.  The  river  is  here  narrow  but  deep,  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  yards  in  breadth;  and  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark  in  general  concerning  that  celebrated 
ftream,  that  its  greateil  breadth,  when  free  from  inundation, 
may  be  eilimated  at  feven  hundred  yards,  or  fomethipg  more 
than  one.  third  of  a  mile.  Where  narroweft,  the.diftance 
between  the  banks  may  be  one  hundred  yards.  The  depth 
froxja  three  to  twenty-four  feet. 

« 

m 

That  channel  of  the  Nile  which  extends  from  Kahira  to 
Damiatt  is  in  general  free  from  windings,  and  is  interfperfed 
with  a  few  fmall  iflands. 

r  ♦ 

•  » 

There  are  feveral  populous  towns  in  the  Delta,  of  which 
Mehalle-ei-Kebir  is  the  chief.  In  point  of  population  it  is 
(aid  to  be  equal  to  Damiatt.  The  next  in  confideration  are 
probably  Semmenud  and  Menuf. 

To  form  a  general  idea  of  the  Delta,  the  reader  may  con* 

ceive   a  vaft  plain,   interfered  in  all  diredions,   by  minute 

channels,  (the  canal  of  Menuf  being  almoft  the  only  important 

ftream,)  by  which  and  by  pumps  the  interftices  are  watered, 

and  brought  to  the  utmoil  fertility.     As  to  real  inundatibn  on 

the  rife  of  the  Nile,  that  muft  be  regarded  as  confined  to  a  fmall 

fpace  bordering  on  the  fea. 

On 
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.  Oa  the  5th  of  the  fame  month  I  arrived  at  DamiatL  This 
noted  port  prefents  an  agreeable .  afped  on  the  firft  approach 
from  the  South,  the  town  being  built  feme  what  in  the  form 
of  a  crefcent  on  a  gentle  bend  of  the  river,  and  being  fiir* 
rounded  with  cultivated  lands,  which  extend  to  the  large  lake 
called  Manzale.  The  diftance  from  the  fea  is  about  fix  miles, 
and  there  is  a  bar  acrofs  the  Nile,  fo  that  veffels  are  obliged  to 
have  part  of  their  cargo  fent  after  them  in  imall  boats,  and  put 
on  board  after  they  have  paft  the  bar. 

Damiatt  is  blefled  with  a  foil  almoft  unrivalled,  and  ex- 
uberant in  orange  and  lemon  trees,  and  other  rich  vegetation 
of  the  Eaft^  which  would  prefent  an  appearance  very  (hiking 
ta  a  traveller  accuftomed  to  an  Englifh  winter.  Nor  were  my 
emotions  impleafant  at  here  beholding,  for  the  firft  time,  the 

« 

celebrated  Papyrus^  pufhing  its  green  ipikes  through  the  mud 
of  the  adjacent  ditches  ^. 

•  ^ 

This  plant  formerly  abounded  fo  much  in  the  vicinity  of 
Damiatt,  that  it  was  profaned,  fo  to  fpeak,  in  the  fabrication 
of  fleeping  mats,  which  were  tranfported  to  different  parts  of 
Lower  Egypt.  But  of  late  years,  by  the  facred  ignorance 
and  fupine  negle£t  of  the  Mamluks,  who  regard  themfelves  as 
merely  tenants  for  life,  and  delapidate  at  will  this  noble  domain, 
the  channel  of  the  Nile,  which  ought  to  flow  to  Damiatt,  pur- 

*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Damiatt  the  Plapyrus  is  termed  el-Berdi.  An- 
other name  is  alio  given  it,  evidently  derived  from  the  term  in  ufe  among  us, 
EUBabtr. 

z  z  fuing 
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flung  the  ftraiter  courfe  o&red  to  it  by  the  canal  of  Met^fif^ 
deiferted  hs  bed^  and  left  accdTs  to  the  (ea-water.  Hence  the 
plants  of  papyruS)  as  well  as  the  other  Tegetables^  were  de« 
prived  of  the  prolific  influence  of  the  Nile,  and  esqnitd  in  the 
noxious  effluvia  of  a  marine  marflu  I  was  told  by  an  Eurbpean 
there,  who  had  refided  between  thirty  and  forty  years,  that 
the  papyrus  ufed  to  attain  the  height  of  eight,  nine,  or  more 
feet.  The  ftem  was  about  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter;  and 
of  fuch  fubftance  as  to  ferve  my  informer  and  lus  fon  for  walb* 
ing-fticks. 

The  gardens  of  Damiatt  contain  fome  mulberry  trees  and 
plantains.  The  Tcibymalus^  wart-weed,  is  found  there  in  great 
quantity.  Scammony  is  not  uncommon.  The  £aft  fide  of  the 
rirer,  from  Damiatt  to  the  North  extremity  of  the  coafl:,  confifts 
of  fand  hills,  and  moft  part  of  the  way  is  lined  with  reeds. 

Among  the  crops  of  Lower  Egypt  in  particular  muft  not  be 
forgotten  the  Lucerne,  Birsfm^  which  grows  with  fuiprifing 
luxuriance. 

Damiatt  is  vivified  by  a  confiderable  trade,  being  the  depot 
between  Egypt  and  Syria,  and  the  mart  of  all  the  produ&lons 
of  the  Delta ;  exporting  particularly  rice  and  flax  to  Syria,  and 
importing  cotton  in  return,  which  is  manufadlured  there  and  in 
other  parts  of  Egypt.  Its  European  commerce  is  very  incon- 
fiderable :  fome  Venetian  and  Ragufan  veflels  bring  fmall  car-- 
goes  of  cochineal,   and  other  commodities.     Formerly  there 

were 
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were  fereral  French  merchants^  but  their  ufual  mircondud  with 
regard  to  the  fex  occtfioned  their  expulfion* 

Of  an  antieht  round  building,  called  the  Tower  of  St.  Louifl, 
which  was  ftanding  in  Niebuhr's  timet  and  which  till  of  late 
exifted  at  Damiatt,  nothing  now  remains  but  a  piece  of  brick 
wall,  which  was  on  the  outfide  of  the  foft,  and  of  which  the 
mortar  is  no  left  hard  than  the  brick.  The  remainder  of  the 
materials  were  applied  by  Mohammed  Bey  Abu^dhahab  to  the 
ftrudhure,  which  his  fear  of  the  Ruifians  induced  him  to  ereft 
at  a  great  expenle,  at  the  extremity  of  the  ihore.  It  was  not 
fiifficient  to  build  this  fort  on  the  firm  ground,  neareft  die 
^ooth  of  the  river ;  he  chofe  to  lay  the  foundation  in  the  fand 
and  mud,  at  the  extreme  point  of  land  on  the  eaftera  fide ; 
and  dbough  now  from  the  ftrength  of  the  fi)undation  a  part 
vemains,  much  has  fallen,  and  the  reft  is  furrouiided  by,  and 
lender  water. 

There  are  two  mounts  of  ruins  near  the  Eaftem  extremity 
of  the  town,  on  the  moft  Northern  of  which  is  a  piece  of  bpak 
wall  remarkably  ftrong,  which  is  reported  to  have  been  pait 
of  an  anciept  caftTe.  From  this  elevation  is  feen  the  field  <^ 
battle  between  the  Ghriftians  and  Saracens,  in  whidi  St*  Loids 
was,  according  to  the  Arabs,  taken  prifoneri  It  is  called  the 
J!M  of  bloody  as  the  confliA  is  reprefented  as  having  been  fo 
obftinate,  that  the  earth  and  water  were  ftained  with  blood  for 
A  coafiderable  time  after. 

zz  2  There 
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There  is  nothing  farther  worthy  of  remark  in  this  town, 
except  two  mofques.  One  of  them  is  a  rich  foundation  of  the 
fame  nature  as  the  Jama-eUAxber^  which  it  is  faid  maintains 
five  or  fix  hundred  poor  fhechs,  many  of  whom  are  blind  or 
paralytic.  The  other  is  an  dd  and  famous  mofque,  which  has 
been  raifed^  as  is  faid,  on  the  ruins  of  a  ChriiHan  church,  part 
of  which  is  reported  to  exift  under  the  building.  Even  the 
mofque  itfelf  is  now  deferted,  and  in  a  great  meafure  fallen  to 
ruin ;  the  door  which  leads  to  the  paflage  below  is  bricked 
up,  fo  that  I  could  make  no  obfervations  on  that  part»  The 
mofque  is  fpacious,  and  contains  a  great  number  of  macUe 
columns.  :  I  obferved,  however,  only  one  of  porphyry,  and 
one  of  red  granite.  The  reft  are  of  common  blue  and  whiter 
and  yellow  and  white  marble ;  one  of  the  latter  is  reported  to 
have  the  virtue  of  curing  the  jaundice ;  and  for  this  purpofe 
the  poor  people  affe^^ed  with  this  diforder  fcrape  it  ;and  drink 
the  powder,  which  is  in  fuch  repute  that  a  confiderable^  cavity 
may  be  obferved  in  the  column.  Another  fine  porphyry  column 
I  was  told  was  lately  carried  away  by  a  Mokaddem  of  the  Bey, 
employed  in  colle£):ing  his  rents  here,  for  the  purpofe  of  form- 
ing a  tomb  for  himfelf.  The  population  of  Damiatt  may  be 
partly  conceived  from  the  number  of  its  mofques,  which  are 
fuppofed  to  be  fourteen.  There  is  alfo  a  Greek  convent,  ia 
which  firangers  are  lodged,  there  being  no  caravahferai  in  the 
*place. 

The  lake  Manzale  is  of  very  confiderable  extent,  being  fome- 
what  more  than  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  is  navigated  by  a 

number 
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number  of  fmall  veflels  ^  employed  In  fiihing,  and  in-  carrying 
the  people  to  and  from  the.  iilands.  The  fi{h  called  Biiri^  a 
kind  of  mnllet,  parllicularly  abounds ;  it  is  falted  and  dried  at 
Damiatt,  whence  it  is  conveyed  through  the  Lower  Egypt 
and  Syria,,  and  even  to  Cyprus*  It  aflfords  an  infipid  and  infa- 
lubrious.  meal ;  yet  is  much  ufed  by.  the  common  people,  efpe- 
cially  by/  the  Chriftians  in  their  frequent  falls.  The  defert 
ifla]idav>i]:)ter{per£ed  Jn  the:  lake  are  haunted  by  numbers  of 
aquatic,  birds,  .which  migrate  thither  in  autumn  and  winter: 
they  ate^nfnared  in  nets,,  .and  furnifh  a  livelihood- to  many  of 
4he  lower  dafs  of  thQ .  peojde,  who  fell  them  in  the  markets 

•       •  • 

The  watw  6f  this  lake  is  bfackifh,  but  not  very  fait.  '  Whfere 
the  mioft  eafterly  branch  of  the  Nile  feH  into  it,  (till  remain 
fpme  ruins  of  the  aniient  city  bf  Tanis,  which  T  had  not  an 
OpportttHit^ir  of '  vifuitig*     «  *  .      '-  — 


.  .  I    .  f 


A  circumftance  had  recently  occurred,  tending  to  paint  the 

•       •  .    •      •  • 

chara£ter  of  the  people  under  ^the  Mamluk  government/ -  A 
Cafhef,  but  not  of  the .  higheft  order,  under  Murad  Bey,  who 
had  been  difgraced  a  (hort  time  before,  retired  to  Damiatt  to 
avoid  his  matter's  anger.  He  had  not  long  redded  there,  when, 
If aving  heard  imtore  favouratile  tidings^,  he  made  «ai)  inquiry  for 
fome  perfon,  capable  of  exchanging  for  him-  a  fum  in  Turkifh 
money,  for  the  like  in  that  c^  ]&t|rope  curretxt  in  the  country. 
Accordingly  three  Jews  were  found  who  promifed  to  fupjply 
hifi  according  to  his  deiir^  ^^^J  ^ent  round  the  <:itj^  and 
borrowed  much  in  addition  to  what  they;  already  poflefTed,  and 
at  length  cai^ocd-  to  the  Gafhef  to  the  amount  of  between  five 

and 


; 
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and  fix  tbouiaDd  patackee.  He  was  no  fooner  fumUhed  ivith 
the  money,  than  he  dire^ed  the  Jews  to  be  murdered,  and  his 
boats  being  ready,  caufed  their  bodies  to  be  packed  in  hafkets, 
and  put  into  a  fmall  boat  of  his  train.  He  thea  fet  off  for 
Kahira«  On  arriving  at  a  village  a  little  way  up  the  river,  the 
baikets  were  difembarked,  and  he  ordered  them  to  be  Tafely 
lodged  till  further  dire&ions  ihould  be  given.  It  was  fome 
time  before  the  villagers  took  notice  of  the  packages,  or  dared 
to  open  them  in  the  abfence  of  the  owner.  But  at  length  hav- 
ing obferved  a  quantity  of  blood  near  one  of  them,  and  enter- 
taining fufpicions,  they  opened  the  three,  and  news  wens  tmmei- 
diately  carried  to  Damiatt  that  the  three  Jews  had  been  found 
ia  this  conditioo*  Thofe  under  wh^e  eogmzaaoe  fiich  aod«- 
dents  are,  made  a  memorial  of  the  whole  aSir  to  Murad  Bey. 
He  replied  only  by  loud  laughter,  faying,  ^  Aw  they  not 
three  dogs  ?  There  is  an  end  of  them.'* 

It  muft  not  be  omitted  that  at  Damiatt  there  is  a  coniidenUe 
manu&dtory  of  cotton  and  linen  clothes,  for  the  ufe  of  the  hatha 
and  other  domeftic  purpofeai 

On  the  xgth  of  January  1797,  I  embarked  on  board  a  little 

merchant  veffel,  trading  to  the  coaft  of  Syria,  and  commanded 

by  an  Arab.     Owing  to  the  ftorray  weather,  and  the  unikilful- 

neis  of  tlie  mariners,  no  fmall  danger  was  incurred  in  the  voyage, 

and  we  were  conftrained   to  throw  overboard  a  part  of  the 

cargo,  which  coniifted  in  rice  and  raw  hides.    Another  veflel, 

which  (ailed  in  company,  was  loft  that  i&me  night. 

After 
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After  a  navigkcion  of  five  days,  I  arrived  at  Yaffil    Hie  firft 
land  we  had  diicoirered  was  the  mountaia  of  Ghaza« 


YsJf^  pvefent^  an  ob}e&  rather  extraordinary  in  the  Levant, 
a  good  wharf.  The  fituation  of  the  town  is  fo  nnequal,  that 
the  ftreets  are  paved  in  fteps.  The  air,  formerly  deemed  in- 
ialubrioui,  has,  by  the  draining  of  fome  adjacent  marches,  been 
rendered  perfeftly  healthy }  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  ex« 
tenfive  groves  of  orange  and  lemon  trees,  which  adorned  the 
vicinity,  have  been  deflroyed  in  the  fieges  undertaken  by  All 
Bey  and  his  fbccef!br  Mohammed  Abu*dhahab,  the  latter  of 
which  was  particularly  deflru^ive ;  the  Mamluks  having  nfed 
theie  trees  for  firing.  The  government  is  now  mild,  and  the 
population,  gradually  increafing,  may  be  eftimated  at  fix  ot 
feven  thoufand  fouls.  It  is  walled,  and  has  two  principal  gates 
and  a  fmaller  one ;  the  latter  and  one  of  the  former  yet  remain ; 
the  other  is  HiVti  up*  Yan^  is  commanded  by  an  eminence  on 
the  North,  within  mulket-^fhot,  where-  AH  Bey  pitched  liis 
camp.  Though  there  be  a  fmall  river  in  the  proximity,  water 
is  fcarce,  being  carried  by  the  women :  one  of  the  governora 
engaged  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  but  was  ftrangled  by 
order  of  Jezzar,  Paiha  of  Damafcus,  before  he  could  accom* 
plifh  his  purpofe. 

Ships  cannot  come  up  to  the  wharf,  and  there  is  no  port, 

nor  even  fecure  place  of  anchorage.     The  commerce  is  Incon- 

fideraUe,  being  folely  with  Egypt,  and  with  a  few  pilgrims 

who  pafs  to  and  from  Jerufalem.     Yafie  is  governed  by  an 

officer  appointed  by  the  Porte. 

There 
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There  are  three  fmall  convents  of  Chriftians,  Armenian, 
Greek,  and  Roman-catholic,  ^nd  a  few.  Jews.  Wh^i  the 
French,  about  1790,  were  banifhed  by  Jezzar  Fafha  from  his 
government,  feveral  retired  to  Jaffe,  where  their  conful  died 
the  winter  before  I  arrived. 

It  (hall  be  only  farther  remarked,  that  thie  houfes  in  Jaffe  aire 
neatly  built  with  ftone,  and  that  confiderable  quantities  of  coral 
are  found  in  the  adjacent  fea. 

Having  hired  two  mules  for  myfelf  and  a  Cypriote  fervant, 
I  proceeded  to  Rama,  diftant  about  three  hours.  I  bad  pre« 
yiouily  taken  care  to  get  permiflion  from  the  ^ent  of  the  con^ 
vent  at  Yaffe  to  travel  to  Jerufalem,  a  precaution  here  neceflary 
to  prevent  any  difturbance  from  the  Arabs. 

# 

At  Rama  there  is  a  fpacious  and  ftrongly  built  convent  of 
the  Francifcan  order,  a  commodious  edifice,  and  Jcept  in  exceU 
lent  repair.  The  town  is  pleafantly  fituated,  and  in  a.  good 
foil.  In  its  vicinity  I  obferved  fome  antient  groves  of  olive 
treesL  Between  Yaffe  and  Rama  feven  villages  ;ippear  in 
fight. 

Having  left  Rama  early  in  the  morning  of  the  enfuing  day, 
we  entered  the  gate  of  Jerufalem  about  fun-fet.  The  ground 
between  Rama  and  Jerufalem  is  rugged,  mountainous,  and 
barren.  My  fervanc  having  loitered  behind,  was  feized  by  fbme 
Arabs,  thrown  from  his  mrule,  and  pillaged. 

I  inufl: 


/ 

/ 


/ 
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I  muft  confefs  the  firfl:  afpeA  of  Jerufalem  did  not  gratify 
my  expe&ation.  On  afcending  a  hill  diftant  about  thr^e  miles, 
this  celebrated  city  arofe  to  view,  feated  on  an  eminence,  but 
furrounded  by  others  of  greater  height ;  and  its  walls,  which 
remain  tolerably  perfedi,  form  the  chief  object  in  the  approach. 
They  are  conftrudled  of  a  reddifli  done.  As  the  day  was  ex- 
tremely cold,  and  fnow  began  to  fall,  the  prolpedt  was  not  fo 
interefting  as  it  might  have  proved  at  a  more  favourable 
feafon.  *^ 

It  is  unneceffary  to  dwell  on  the  defcription  of  a  city  trivial 
in  innumerable  books  of  travels,  but  a  few  miicellaneous  re- 
marks {hall  be  made  as  they  happen  to  arife. 

Mendicants  perfedly  fwarm  in  the  place,  allured  by  the  hope 
of  alms  from  the  piety  of  the  pilgrims.  The  religious  of 
7erra  Santa  retain  great  power,  and  there  is  one  manufad:ure 
that  flouriflies  in  the  utmoft  vigour,  namely  that  of  reliques, 
crucifixes  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl,  chaplets,  and  the  like. 
Yet  the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre  is  fo  much  negledled, 
that  the  fnow  fell  into  the  middle ;  the  beams,  faid  to  be  cedar, 
are  falling,  and  the  whole  roof  is  in  a  ruinous  date. 

The  Armenian  convent  is  elegant,  and  fo  extenfive  as  to 
prefent  accommodation  for  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  pilgrims* 

» 

During  twelve  or  thirteen  days  a  very  deep  fnow  lay  upon 
the  ground.  The  catholic  convent  has  a  large  fubterraneous 
ciftern^  into  which  the  fnow,  melting  from  the  roof  and  other 

3  A  parts, 
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pait8|  is  conveyed,   and   fupplles  the  monks  with  water  For 
a  great  portion  of  the  year. 

The  beft  view  of  Jerufalem  is  from  the  Mount  of  Olives,  on 
the  Eaft  of  the  city.  In  front  is  the  chief  mofque,  which  coq« 
tains,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Mohammedans,  the  body 
of  Solomon.  From  the  £ime  mount  may  be  difcovered,  in 
a  clear  day,  xhtDead/ea^  nearly  South-eaft,  refle&ing  a  whitiih 
gleam.     The  intervening  region  appears  very  rocky. 

The  tombs  of  the  kingSy  fo  denominated,  are  worthy  of  re- 
mark, being  of  Grecian  fculpture  on  a  hard  rock.  There  are 
feveral  ornaments  on  the  farcophagi  of  foliage  and  flowers,  and 
each  apartment  is  fecured  with  a  maflive  panneled  door  of  Hone. 
Great  ravages  have  been  made  here  in  fearch  of  treafure.  Thefe 
to^Uis  have  probably  been  conftru£ked  in  the  time  of  Herod  and 
his  fucceflbrs  kings  of  Judea. 

A  very  confiderable  part  of  the  inhabitants  is  Chriftian,  be* 
tween  whom  and  the  Muflims  there  exifts  all  that  infernal 
hatred  which  two  divinely  revealed  religions  can  alone  infpire. 

At  about  the  diftance  of  two  hours,  or  fix  miles,  (lands  Beth- 
lehem, in  a  country  happy  in  foil,  air,  and  water.  The  latter  is 
conveyed  in  a  low  aquedudl  or  ftone  channel,  which  formerly 
pafled  to  Jerufalem.  Tht  fons  Jignatus  is  an  exuberant  fpring : 
it  is  received  fucceffively  by  three  large  dftems,  one  of  which 
is  well  preferved.  In  coming  from  the  ciftems,  and  at  a  fmall 
diftance  is  feen  what  is  termed  the  delicia  Sokmonis^  a  beautiful 

rivulet 
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rivaleC  which  flows  murmunDg  down  the  valley^  and  waters  in 
ita  couirfe  feme  gardens,  of  excellent  foil  The  brinks  of.  this 
l>rook  are  adorned  with  a  variety  of  herbage.  Olives^  vines, 
and  fig  trees  flouriih  abundantly  in  the  .naghbourhood.  The 
dive  trees  are  daily  decreafing  in  number,  as  they  are  iacrificed  to 
the  perfonal  ennuties  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  meanly  ftck  TCf 
yenge  by  fawiag  down  in  the  night  thofe  that  beloog  to  their 
adverfaries.  As  this  tree  is  of  flow  growth,  it  xh  feldom  re» 
placed.  Such  is  the  charity  of  Chriftians  in  the  cradle  of  Chrifl:- 
ianity.  A  more  pleafmg  obje&  arifes  in  the  convent  here,  which 
coi:itain«  under  one  roof  the  diffisrent  teneta  of  Latins,  Arme« 
nlans,  and  Greeks. 

.  r  • 

About  the  fame  diiiance  from  Jerufalem,  towards  the  wikler- 
sxef$,  is  the  convent  of  St.John^  fituated  in  the  midfl:  of  a 
romantic  country^  iludded  with  vines  and  otive  trees.  In  the 
village  of  St.  John  and  its  diftrid  the  Mohammedans  form  the 
greater  part  of  the  population. 

The  mode  of  agriculture  here  purfued  may  be  worthy  of  ob^ 
farvatlon.  As  the  country  abounds  in  abrupt  inequalities,  little 
walls  are  ere£ted,  which  fupport  the  foil,  and  form  narrow  ter- 
races. Small  ploughs  are  ufed  drawn  by  oxen ;  and  it  requires 
no  flight  dexterity  in  the  driver  to  turn  his  plough,  and  avoid 
dama^ng  the  walls.  The  foil  thus  fecured  is  extremely  favour- 
able to  cultivation.  The  breed  of  black  cattle  is  in  general 
diminutive.  Horfes  are  few  in  number,  and  afles  refembling 
the  European  are  chiefly  ufed  for  travelling. 

3  A  2  We 
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We  may  fafely  eftimate  the  prefent  population  of  Jerufalem 
at  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thoufand.  It  is  governed  by  an 
Aga,  appointed  by  the  Pa(ha  of  Damafcus ;  but  he  is  allowed 
fo  few  troops,  that  all  Paleftine  may  be  regarded  as  in  the  power 
of  the  Arabs.  The  Chriftian  women,  who  abound  in  Jerufalem, 
wear  white  veils,  as  a  diftindiion  from  the  Mohammedan,  who 
wear  other  colours.  Arabic  is  the  general  language,  except 
among  the  Armenians  and  Greeks. 

I  left  Jerufalem  in  the  commencement  of  Ramadan,  2d  of 
March  1797.  After  an  uncommonly  fevere  winter,  the  fpring 
was  now  begun.  Having  rode  about  three  hours,  we  arrived 
at  Beruth,  where  we  paffed  the  night ;  and  the  following  day, 
about  three  iti  the  afternoon,  reached  Naplofa  or  Nablus*  This 
capital  of  the  diftri€i:  called  Samaria  is  populous.  The  fite  is 
remarkable  and  pidurefque,  being  between  two  hills,  upon  one 
of  which  is  the  caftle. 

The  adjacent  country  in  general  is  fertile  in  vines  and  mul- 
berry trees,  though  rather  mountainous.  Naplofa  has  feverai 
mofques,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  traffic  with  Damafcus 
and  the  coaft :  there  is  alfo  a  cotton  manufadure.  Jews  abound 
of  the  Samaritan  herefy ;  but  the  inhabitants  are  very  hoflile  to 
Chriftians,  who  have  no  eftabliihments  here.  The  town  is  in 
fa£t  governed  by  the  chief  inhabitants,  though  a  nominal  deputy 
be  appointed  by  the  Paiha  of  Damafcus. 

On  my  journey  from  Naplofa  to  Nazareth,  during  the  firft 
part  of  the  route)  which  was  rocky  and  mountainous,  I  obferved 

only 
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only  three  villages  in  the  fpace  of  as  many  hours ;  hut  the  vales 
are  full  of  olives,  fig  trees,  and  vines,  and  even  the  rocks  are 
ihaded  with  a  variety  of  verdure.  Having  pafTed  the  moun- 
tains of  Naplofa,  {Eial  and  Gerizimj)  we  came  to  an  extenfive 
plain  of  excellent  land,  which  however  after  rain  is  almoft  in- 
undated. Near  its  northern  extremity  is  feated  a  fmall  fortrefs, 
which  repulfed  Jezzar  Pafha  at  the  head  of  five  thoufand  men, 
and  fome  pieces  of  artillery  :  it  difplays  feven  or  eight  fmali 
round  towers,  and  has  two  gates.  The  peafants  of  Samaria  are 
hardy  and  warlike,  and  generally  go  well  armed. 

Seba{l6  or  Samaria  is  now  a  miferable  deferted  yillage*  Ginaea 
is  a  decent  town,  half  way  between  Naplofa  and  Nazareth.  The 
latter  is  a  pleafant  village,  feated  on  an  eafy  dope,  with  a  re- 
fpedable  convent :  mod  of  the  inhabitants  are  Chriftians.  While 
I  was  there,  the  Samaritans  had  made  an  inroad,  and  carried  off 
fome  cattle  :  the  Nazareens  armed  themfelves,  and  made  repri- 
fals  of  feventeen  oxen.  In  the  neighbourhood  is  Mount  Tabor, 
whence  there  is  a  delightful  profpe^,  and  which  is  noted  for  the 
abfurd  doctrines  it  gave  name  to  in  the  ecclefiaflical  difputes  of 
the  Greek  empire. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 


GALILEE— ACCA. 


Improvements  by  ^ezzar — Trade — Taxes — White  promontory^  and 
river  Leontes — Tyre — Seide — Earthquake — Kefrawan-^Syrian 
wines — Beir&t^-^ Anchorage — Provifions — River  Adonis — An^ 
tura — Harrife — Tripoli — Ladakia — Journey  to  Aleppo  or 
Haleh. 

VJALILEE  is  here  divided  from  Samaria  by  a  ridge  of  hillsu 
Six  hours  were  employed  in  pafling  from  Nazareth  to  Acre,  by 
the  Arabs  more  properly  termed  A^ca.  At  a  village  oa  the 
route  obferved  a  farcophage^  now  uied  for  watering  cattle^  and 
fome  fcattered  fragments  of  columns.  But  few  villages  appear 
between  Nazareth  and  Acre,  though  the  land  be  fertile. 

Acre  is  fortified  with  a  wall  of  very  moderate  ftrength, 
having  only  one  gate.  It  is  a  pretty  large  town,  but  many  of 
the  houfes  are  empty :  yet  the  population  may  be  eftimated  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty  thoufand.  There  remains  part  of  a 
double  fofTe,  which  extended  round  the  town,  but  is  daily  dila- 
pidated for  modern  ere&ions.  There  is  no  caftle  nor  other  re- 
lique  of  antiquity. 


The 
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The  whole  face  of  the  city  has  been  changed,  being  en- 
larged and  adorned  with  the  improvements  of  the  celebrated 
Achmet  Pafha,  who  has  built  an  elegant  mofque  and  baths,  two 
markets,  a  palace,  and  reiervoii^  for  water.  There  are  three 
Khans,  or  places  for  receiving  goods,  anfwering  the  purpofe  at 
once  of  a  warehoufe  and  inn.  There  are  alfo  five  or  fix 
mofques,  a  fmall  eftablifliment  of  the  Francifcans,  and  a  Greek 
and  Armenian  church.  In  one  of  the  Khans  the  Europeans 
k)dge. 

A  mean  tomb  has  been  erected  by  the  Pafha,  to  the  memory 
of  the  celebrated  Shech  Daher,  clofe  to  the  fea,  and  at  a  little 
difiance  from  the  northern  extremity  of  the  walk 

Acr^  (lands  on  a  promontory,  near  a  fmall  gulph,  and  has  no 
haven.  Veflels  anchor  in  favourable  weather  near  the  (hore,  but 
die  European  fiiips  anchor  oppofite  Haifa,  a  fmall  place  at  the 
foot  of  Mount  Carmel,  where  the  water  is  generally  fmooth* 
The  trade  of  Acr^  is  pretty  confiderable  ;  the  Europeans  bring 
broad  cloth,  lead,  tin,  and  a  variety  of  other  articles,  and  ex«- 
p<»t  cotton  in  return.  From  Egypt  there  are  large  imports  of 
rice.  The  foil  of  Egypt  is  not  very  proper  for  cotton,  which 
is  a  ftaple  commodity  of  Syria. 

"rtie  long  reign  of  Achmet  Pafha  ilJezzAr*^  accompanied  wirf* 
immenfe  influence  and  great  wealth,  might  naturally  lead  to 
conceive,  that,  blending  his  interefts  with  thofe  of  his  fubjedls,^ 
he  would  have  exerted  his  authority  in  promoting  their  happi* 

♦  The  butcher. 

nefs» 
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nefs.  On  the  contrary,  the  large  plain  near  Acre  is  left  almoft 
a  marfli,  and  marks  of  idle  magnificence  have  been  fubftituted 
for  the  ufeful  cares  of  agriculture.  A  ftriking  contrail  arifes  be- 
tween his  condud  and  that  of  the  Shech  Daher,  his  predeceflfor, 
who  rsdfed  Acre  from  a  village  to  a  large  town,  and  doubled 
the  population  of  the  diftrid):. 

Jezzar  was  the  firft  governor  in  the  empire  who  laid  a  tax  on 
articles  of  confumptioh,  as  wine,  grain,  and  the  like.  Even 
meat  and  fifh  are  materials  of  impoft.  He  has  ereded  granaries, 
a  laudable  defign,  but  deficient  in  the  execution ;  for  the  grain 
being  ill  preferved,  and  the  oldeft  ferved  out  firft,  it  is  not  only 
difagreeable  as  food,  but  unprolific  when  diftributed  for  feed  to 
the  peafants.  Thefe  impofts  form  the  peculiar  revenue  of  the 
Paflia ;  the  other  refources  arifing  as  ufual  from  the  tax  on  land, 
which  amounts  to  about  a  twentieth  of  the  rent,  the  capitation 
tax  on  Chriftians,  and  the  cufloms ;  which  laft  in  this  govern- 
ment are  arbitrary,  and  neither  regulated  by  the  rules  of  the 
Porte,  nor  the  capitulations  entered  into  by  Europeans.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  chief  fource  of  the  riches  of  Jezzar  is  the  Pafhalik 
of  Damafcus,  which,  by  means  of  the  ufual  largefles  at  the 
Porte,  he  contrived  to  add  to  his  former  government,  a  prece- 
dent very  unufual  in  the  Othman  empire.  His  military  force 
was  once  computed  at  twelve  thoufand  ;  but,  at  the  time  of  my 
vifiting  Acre,  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  thoufand. 

Till  the  year  1 79 1  the  French  had  faftories  at  Acre,  Seide, 
and  Beirut.  At  that  period  they  were  all  expelled  from  the  ter- 
ritory of  Jezzar  by  a  fudden  mandate,  which  allowed  them  only 

three 
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thrve  days  to  abandon  their  refpedive  habltadons,  xinder  pam/of 
deathv '         -  :    :  .;/. 

'     •      •  •.  ) 

Paf&ng  over  the  common,  but  juft  rule  of  fuppofing,  that  in 
a  quartel.of  this  magnitude  neither  panyrWas  pcrfeftly  free 
fitom  errbr,  it  may  tie  JBt^^to  itiquice  i/rhat  motives  induced  thifc 
ignominious  €3cpul(ion/when  a  fimple  difmiflion^  to  be  Qgnified 
by  various  other  meane,  wodld  have  anfwered  the  famt 
purpofci  -    ^' 


»     •     r      « 


'  To  this  4t  can  only  he  anfwered,  that  the  chamber  of  Jekzftf 
IS  impetuous^  and  even  capridkms^  ^n'all  occlaubns^.  Sometltnd^ 
a  warm  friend,  and  then  fiiddenly  a  bitter  enemy,  equally,  to  att 
appearance,  without  any  adequate  reafon.  As  to  t)>e  conduft 
of  the  French,  themfelves  arid  the  other  nations  ia  the  Levant 
accord  fo  ill,  that  I  have  never  obtained  a  very  accurate  ftate*- 
ment  of  it  It  feems  to  have  originated  in  the  behaviour  of  a 
drogueman  of  the  nation,  who  having  in  fome  way  b&qded 
the  Pafha,  was  by  his  order  fummarily  flxangled  or  hanged. 
The  French  remonftrated,  and  threatened  him  with  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Porte,  which  he  did  not  greatly  fear,  and  he  punifhed, 
as  he  termed  //,  their  infolenee^  (in  averting  their  undoubted  rights 
according  to  the  capitulations  between  them  and  the  Porte,)  in 
this  concife  manner.  Many  complaints  were  made,  fubfequent 
to  this  period,  by  the  minifters  of  the  Republic  at  the  Porte,  but 
to  no  purpofe :  that  court  in  faft  was  otherwife  engaged,  and  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  it  could  have  punifhed  the  Pafha. 
The  events  that  followed  fufpended  the  profecution  of  thofe 

claims,  which,  as  the  merchants  thus  fuddenly  banifhed  had  loft 

3  B  much, 
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much)  it  appeared  they  had  a  right  to  prefer :  but  at  length 
Aubert  du  Bayet  fent  a  young  officer  of  the  name  of  Bailli  to 
the  Paiha  to  demand  redrefs  in  a  tone  perhaps  rather  too  high. 

This  gentleman,  on  arriving  at  Acre,  April  1797,  wrote  a 
letter  in  French  to  the  Paiha,  which  he  had  the  bizarre  idea  of 
finding  foitie  Levantine  drOgueman  to  tranflate,  verbatim^  in  the 
prefence  of  that  perfonage.  The  terms,  it  feems,  in  which  this 
letter  was  conceived  were  fo  bold,  that  none  could  be  found  to 
prefent  it,  and  the  Pafha,  under  one  pretence  or  other,  refufed 
to  fee  the  agent.  On  this  Bailli  retired  to  YaSe.  The  anfwer 
Jez:^r  fent  to  the  claim  of  the  Republic  was,  that  private 
merchants  were  at  liberty  to  fettle  under  his  government  on 
the  footing  of  any  other  nation,  but  that  he  would  acknowlege 
no  conful,  nor  confent  to  ofibr  them  any  indemnification  for 
the  loffes  of  the  late  faftory. . 

« 

Jezzar  had  early  conceived  an  enmity  againft  that  nation, 
which  was  probably  increafed  by  thofe  who  rivalled  them  in 
commerce. 

On  the  2d  of  April  1797  I  fet  out  from  Acr6  to  Seide.  The 
rbad  runs  near  the  fea-fide,  through  a  track  overgrown  with 
thorns  and  thiflles.  The  fhore  is  abrupt,  and,  as  ufual,  accom- 
panied with  deep  water.  Some  remains  of  antiquity  prefent 
themfelves,  but  fo  much  injured,  and  fo  fcattered,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  guefs  their  deftination.  I  flept  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Shech  in  a  fmall  village  on  the  South  of  the  White  Promontoryi 

The  villages  between  Acre  and  Seid^  are  thinly  fcattered,  and 

the 
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the  population  apparently  fmaU.  We  met  feveral  parties  of  the 
Pafha's  troops,  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  feemed  in  ex* 
cellent  order. 

On  the  following  morning  we  paflfed  the  White  Promontory, 
a  fublime  and  pidurefque  mountain.  The  road  is  occafionally 
cut  through  the  rock  of  calcareous  done,  as  white  as  chalk.  On 
the  right  the  rdck  is  covered  with  bufhes  :  the  left  is  a  perpen* 

# 

dicular  precipice  to  the  Tea,  which  was  calm  wheti  I  pafled ;  but 
when  it  rages  the  fcene  mufl  be  tremendous.  The  tradition  of 
the  natives  afcribes  this  road  to  Alexander  the  Great. 

We  palTed  the  Leontes,  now  an  inconfiderable  ftream,  and 
eafily  fordable :  but  after  rain  it  fwells  to  a  rapid  torrent,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  moft  of  the  rivers  that  fall  from  the  Syrian 
mountains  to  the  fea.  After  crofiing  four  fmall  clear  ftreams, 
running  over  their  beds  of  pure  gravel,  and  the  dry  courfes  of 
fome  rivulets,  we  arrived  at  Tyre,  enchanted  with  the  beautiful 
verdure  and  varied  fcenery  of  the  adjacent  ^country. 

The  magnificent  city  of  Tyre,  now  corruptly  called  Siity  is 
reduced  to  a  few  miferable  huts  inhabited  by  fifhermen,  (ituated 
in  the  northern  extremity  of  the  ifle.  The  ifthmus,  which 
joins  it  to  the  continent,  is  about  three  quarters  of  an  Englifh 
mile  in  length ;  the  ifle  itfelf  is  of  an  irregular  form,  at  the 
broadefl  part  not  exceeding  half  a  mile,  and  the  circumference 
of  the  antient  city  could  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half.  Except 
three  fragments  of  granite  columns  nothing  of  antiquity  ap^ 
peared.     The  ifle  is  now  defert  and  rocky,  deflitute  even  ^f 

3  B  2  ihrubs 
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flirubft  and  grafs.  It  appears  that  the  port  which'  is  oa  th& 
North  of  the  ifthmus  might  be  reftored^  though  a  back  water 
be  wanting.  The  few  peafants  or  fifhermen  who.  frequent  the 
fpot  feemed  quite  unconfcious  of  the  claflic  ground  on  which 
they  trod* 

On  the  land-fide^  a  little  to  the  South  of  the  ifthmusi  ob- 
ienred  remains  of  an  aquedudt,  whibh  formerly  conveyed  water 
to  Tyre.  Under  its  low  arches  was  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
ftala£tites  grown  to  a  large  iize«  There  is  alfo  a  ciftem,  fome- 
what  refembling  thofe  of  the  fonsjigncdui  above  mentioned,  but 
fmallen  The  fountain  rifes  with  fuch  force  as  to  turn  a  mill  a 
fittk  lower  down.  Here  ate  a  f^w  fruit  trees,  aad  a  place  where 
eofiee  is  fold. 


From  the  White  Promontory  to  Seide^  antiently  Sidon,  ex- 
tends a  narrow  plain  by  the  fea«-ihore.  North*eaft  by  Eaft  ap- 
pear the  fummits  c^  the  mountains  of  Kefrawdn,  covered  with 
fnow.     Arrived  at  Seide  near  fun-fct. 

Seide  is  a  larger  town  than  Acr^.  The  fituation  is  good  and 
the  air  falubrious*  There  are  many  Chriftians  and  finne  Jewst 
The  fea  here  encroaches  on  the  land.  The  caftie,  buik  by  the 
noted  Fakr-eUdin^  is  furrounded  by  the  water.  There  was  iixc^ 
merly  a  fmall,  but  convenient  port,  formed  by  a  ridge  of  rocks, 
which  was  filled  tip  by  order  of  that  Emir,  to  prevent  the 
Turkiih  veffels  from  entering,  he  being  at  war  with  that  powen 
The  csiftle,  ftyled  of  St.  Louis,  which  from  an  adjacent  height 
oa  the  South  commands  the  city,  ftill  remains,  as  does  a  part  of 
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the  city  walls.  There  is  but  one  gate  of  the  latter  j  it  fronta 
North-eaft.  The  magnificent  palace,  built  by  Fakr-el-din,  in 
the  Italian  manner,  is  now  ruinous. 

An  earthquake  which  deftroyed  Ladakia  in  1796  was  felt 
here,  but  not  fo  violently  as  that  which  happened  in  the  year 
1785,  in  which  many  perfons  perifhed,  and  which  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  plague  which  almoft  depopulated  the  place. 

A  large  teflcllated  pavement  of  variegated  marbles,  reprefent- 
ing  a  horfe,  fefloons,  &c.  and  in  fome  places  tolerably  perfect 
for  ten  feet  in  length,  remains,  clofe  to  the  fea,  on  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  city;  a  proof  of  marine  encroachment. 
Many  antient  granite  columns  are  worked  into  the  walls,  and 
ibme  ftand  as  poils  on  the  bridge  leading  to  the  fort.  Near  the 
gate  of  the  city  is  a  fmall  fquare  building,  which  contains  the 
tombs  of  fudh  of  the  Emirs  of  the  Drufes  as  died  when  Seide 
was  in  their  pofleffion. 

Seide  is  furrounded  with  gardens,  in  which  grow  a  number 
of  mulberry  trees,  filk  being  the  chief  commodity.  The  rent 
of  houfes  and  the  mode  of  living  are  cheaper  than  at  Acre,  and 
the  government  more  mild  and  regular ;  fo  that  ftrangers  are. 
not  liable  to  infult.  Formerly,  there  was  a  confiderable  com- 
merce carried  on  with  Marfeilles,  but  fince  Jezzar  banifhed  the 
French  it  has  ceafed. 

On  the  6th  of  April  1797  I  left  Seide  to  vifit  the  diftria  of 
Kefrawan,  where  we  arrived  in  four  hours,  on  horfeback,  after 

travelling 
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travelling  through  a  rugged  road,  continually  afcending,  till  we 
reached  the  convent  of  Mocbaulusj  delightfully  fituated  half 
v^ay  up  the  mountain,  in  a  romantic  country.  On  pafling  a 
bridge  over  Nabr^el^aweli^  obferved  feveral  fine  falls  of  the 
ftream.  In  Kefrawan  is  alfo  Mu/b-Mtf/bi^  a  convent  of  Maro- 
nites,  which  we  reached  next  morning,  after  three  hours  riding. 
The  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  are  covered  with  fir 
trees,  fome  of  them  of  large  growth.  The  vales,  and  part  of 
the  mountains,  are  planted  with  vines,  producing  excellent  wine, 
white  and  red.  There  are  alfo  many  mulberry  trees,  which 
furnifli  plenty  of  good  filk,  but  the  natives  have  not  the  com- 
mon {kill  to  form  it  into  thread.    Corn  and  lentils  alfo  abound. 

The  botanift  and  florid  may  find  in  this  part  of  the. mountain 
full  employment,  as  it  is  covered  with  innumerable  herbs  and 
fhrubs,  many  of  them  odoriferous,  and  adorned  with  flowers  of 
various  tints.  Myrtle  and  lavender  grow  wild  in  great  quanti- 
ties on  the  mountain,  and  the  rofe  of  Jericho  embelliflies  the 
vales  and  banks  of  the  rivulets.  From  this  convent  are  feen 
Seid^,  the  fea  and  the  adjacent  coaft. 

As  Kefrawan  and  Mount  Libanus  produce  the  bed  wines  of 

Syria,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  that 

topic.     The  white  wine  made  at  Jerufalem  has  a  fulphureous 

tafte,  and  is  very  ftrong ;  the  red  fomewhat  refembles  Tent,  and 

is  comparatively  mild  in  its  effefts.     The  wines  of  Syria  are 

mod  of  them  prepared  by  boiling,  immediately  after  they  are 

expreffed  from  the  grape,  till  they  be  confiderably  reduced  in 

quantity,  when  they  are  put  into  jars  or  large  glafs  bottles, 

[damesjans^  and  preferved  for  ufe. 

There 
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There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  mode  of  boiling  their 
wines  was  in  general  pradlice  among  the  antients.  It  is  dill 
retained  in  fome  parts  of  Provence,  where  it  is  called  vin  cuite^ 
or  cooked  wine ;  but  there  the  method  is  to  lodge  the  wine  in 
a  large  room,  receiving  all  the  fmoke  arifing  from  feveral  fires 
on  the  ground-floors ;  an  operation  more  flow,  but  anfwering 
the  fame  purpofe.  The  Spanifh  Vino  Tinto,  or  Tent,  is  pre- 
pared in  the  fame  way. 

The  wines  thus  managed,  are  fometimes  thickened  fo  much 
as  to  lofe  their  tranfparency,  and  acquire  a  fweetifli  tafte.  Nu- 
merous are  the  kinds  made  in  Syria;  but  the  chief  is  the 
Vino  d'Oro,  or  golden  wine  of  Mount  Libanus.  This  is  not 
boiled,  but  left  to  purify  itfelf  by  keeping ;  the  quantity  pro- 
duced is  fmalL  It  is,  as  the  name  implies,  of  a  bright  golden 
colour,  and  is  highly  prized  even  on  the  fpot. 

There  is  little  reafon  to  doubt,  that  if  the  wines  of  Syria 
were  properly  managed,  they  would  equal  any  that  France  or 
Spain  produces. 

In  Kefrawan  the  Chriftians  are  fo  much  more  indulged-than 
in  other  places,  that  they  can  here  enjoy  their  favourite  amufe- 
ment  of  deafening  each  other  with  bells.  The  monks  of  Mu/b'- 
Mujbk  ferve  themfelves  in  every  thing,  and  are  of  courfe  not  idle, 
however  fanatically  inclined ;  they  are  cooks,  bakers,  butchers, 
carpenters,  taylprs,  gardeners,  hufbandmen,  each  having  his 
diflinfl;  province.     I  met  here  Hajfan  Jumbelati^  who  is  of  one 

of 
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of  the  moft  powerful  families  among  the  Drufes,  and  at  this 
time  holds  aa  office  under  the  Emtr  Btfoir.  He  is  a  great 
drinker,  but  appears  not  unintelligent.  He  was  very  inquifidve 
as  to  the  motives  and  hiffcory  of  the  French  Revdution,  and 
the  prefent  religious  creed  of  that  nation ;  on  liearing  the  detadl 
of  which,  he  however  made  no  interefting  remarks. 

From  Kefrawan  we  returned  to  Seide.  On  the  9th  of  April 
fet  out  for  Beirut,  the  antient  Berytus.  The  route  was  through 
a  deep  fand,  and  after  paffing  two  rivers,  the  Nabr  d  aweli 
(before  mentioned,)  and  the  Dumer  or  antient  Tamyras,  we 
arrived  at  Beirut,  the  approach  to  which  is,  even  now,  grander 
than  that  of  any  other  town  on  the  Syiian  coaft,  though  the 
iine  groves  have  been  neglected  iince  the  death  of  Fakr-el-Din, 
Emir  of  the  Drufes,  its  munificent  improver.  A  grove  iof  pines, 
planted  by  his  orders,  is  now  reduced  to  half  its  fiormer  bounds. 
No  trace  is  found  of  the  ftatues,  which  his  refidence  in  Italy 
had  enabled  him  to  colled ;  nor  of  the  gardens  and  apartments 
which  he  had  formed  on  the  European  tafte* 

ft 

Beirut  is  a  fmall  place,  and  was  not  even  walled  till  the 
Ruffians  bombarded  it ;  and  JezzSr,  on  getting  poffeffion,  built 
the  walls  to  give  it  a  more  formidable  appearance.  There  are 
feveral  towers,  but  the  walls  are  thin  and  of  no  ftrength ;  the 
flatnefs  of  the  fituation  is  alio  a  difadvantage.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  commodious  wharf. 

The  fuburbs  are  almoft  as  large  as  the  city  itfelf,  conlifting 
of  gardens,  with  a  houfe  for  the  owner  in  each  j   and  thefe 

inter- 
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mterfperfed  anioag  the  nuitieroue  fruit*tree»)  (efpecidly  dives 
and  figs,)  which  dixs  fertile  foil  fupports^  giire  the  whole  a 
pidhirefque  and  beautifiil  appearance* 


Moft  of  thefe  gardens  belonged  to  ChrifHans,  till  the  Pafha, 
by  his  exorbitant  demands,  obliged  them  to  fell  their  pofleffions. 
Here  it  may  be  d)ferved,  that  Cfariftians  may  hold  land  in  this 
place,  which  is  not  permitted  at  Acre.  The  ftreets  of  the  city, 
like  the  others  in  this  part  of  the  worlds  are  narrow  and 
irregular. 

The  high  tower,  which  Manndrel  mentions  as  (landing 
North-eaft  of  the  city,  was  firft  deftroyed  by  Jezzar,  as  he 
thought  an  enemy  might  ufe  it  in  offence  ;  but  he  afterwards 
rebuilt  it,  with  fmaller  ftones  and  in  a  lefs  iubftantial  manner, 
as  a  place*d'arme8  for  his  own  foldiers* 

European  veOlels,  in  the  fummer,  anchor  near  a  fmall  point 
of  land  which  runs  into  the  fea  before  the  city,  and  is  called 
Beirut  Point ;  but  in  the  winter,  they  call  anchor  to  the  North, 
in  a  kind  of  gulf,  which  is  fheltered  £rom  the  North  and  Eaft 
wind  by  the  mountsun,  and  is  faid  to  be  very  fecure.  The 
ftaple  commodity  of  the  country  is  raw  filk,  which  is  carried 
to  Kahira,  Damafcus,  and  Aleppo,  and  part  of  it  to  Europe. 
They  alfo  fabricate  a  kind  of  jars  and  jugs  in  earthen  ware, 
which,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  clay  in  the  adjacent 
country,  are  highly  efteemed,  and  carried  to  all  parts  of  the 
coafl:. 

3  c  Pfovi- 
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Provifions  are  generally  dear ;  the  fi(h  is  more  valued  than 
that  of  Seid6,  as  the  fea  has  here  a  rocky  bottom,  while,  at 
Seide  it  is  fand  or  mud.  The  red  wine  of  Libanus  which  is 
brought  here,  is  palatable,  but  cannot  be  tranfported  from  the 
mountain  without  a  licence  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  fo  that'  it 
is  dearer  than  formerly ;  yet  the  prefent  price  is  only  forty  piaf- 
ters  the  cantar^  or  about  four  pounds  fterling  the  hundred  weight. 

From  Beirut,  on  the  22d  April,  I  went  to  Antura  on  Mount 
Libanus,  diftant  about  four  hours.  In  the  way  pafled  the 
Nabr  Bclrdt^  and  after  the  Nabr  el  Kelb^  the  largeft  ftream  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  The  former  is  the  noted  river  of 
Adonis,  famous  for  vines,  fo  exquifitely  defcribed  by  Milton. 

Antdra  is  a  pleafant  village,  furrounded  with  mulberry  trees, 
but  prefenting  nothing  remarkable.  Not  far  from  this  place 
is  a  convent  of  nuns,  where  Mr.  Wortley  Montague  lodged 
his  wife  *•     The  drefs  of  the  Chriflians  in  this  quarter  feems 

*  He  brought  her  thither  during  the  procefs,  inftituted  at  Rome^  relativelj 
to  her  firft  marriage,  and  before  that  marriage  was  fet  afide.  A  bng  hiftorj 
attends  this  part  of  the  life  of  this  remarkable  man.  Montague  ha?iiig  per« 
fuaded  the  firft  hufbandj  who  was  captain  of  a  merchant*man  in  the  fervice  of 
perfons  at  Marfeilles,  to  leave  his  wife,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him  to 
Egypt,  under  M/s  proteAion  at  Rafliid,  the  latter  took  advantage  of  his 
abfence  on  a  voyage  home,  to  perfuade  the  woman  that  her  hufband  was  no 
more.  He  then  made  an  offer  of  himfelf,  which  was  accepted.  On  a  diC- 
dofure  of  the  affair,  Montague  had  intereft  and  addrefs  enough  to  fet  afide  the 
firft  marriage,  which  had  been  folemnized  before  either  of  the  parties  were 
of  age.  The  religious  were  perfuaded  that  Montague  was  a  zealous  convert  to 
the  Catholic  faith. 

unre- 
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unreftnuned ;  they  wear  turbans  adorned  with  various  colours, 
even  green ;  and  they  are  freely  indulged  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion  :  fo  natural  is  defpotifoi  to  this  clime,  that  thofe 
who  live  under  their  own  Chriftian  fhechs  or  governors,  are 
almoft  equally  opprefTed  with  thofe  fubjed  to  Turks.  The 
ihechs  fleece  the  poor  people,  and  Jezzir  fleeces  the  fhechs. 

I  afterwards  vifited  Harrife.  Here  the  Maronite  patriarch 
refides,  who  exercifes  an  authority  almofl  regal  over  the 
Chriflians  of  that  rite.     From  Harrifi  returned  to  Beirut. 

As  in  confequence  of  a  difpute  between  Jezzar  and  the  Pafha 
of  Tripoli  it  was  become  unfafe  to  travel  there,  I  joined  a 
party  of  difbanded  foldiers,  and  proceeded  to  Tripoli  in  their 
company.  Our  journey  being  quick,  I  had  few  opportunities 
for  obfervation  on  the  road. 

This  part  of  the  country  is  noted  for  producing  the  befl 
tobacco  in  Syria.  That  plant  is  cultivated  in  feveral  diflrids, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tripoli,  Gebeilei  and 
Ladakia. 

On  the  third  day  arrived  at  Tripoli,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  having  flept  as  ufual  in  the  open  air. 

Tripoli  is  a  city  of  fome  extent,  fituated  about  a  mile  and 
an  half  from  the  fea.  VefTels  moor  near  the  fhore,  and  are 
fheltered  by  a  ridge  of  rocks,  but  the  fituation  is  not  extremely 
fecurc. 

302  The 
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The  air  is  rendered  unwholefome  by  much  ftagnant  water. 
The  town  is  placed  on  a  flight  elevation,  the  length  coniiderably 
exceeding  the  breadth.  On  the  higheft  ground,  to  the  South, 
is  the  caftle,  formerly  poflcfled  by  the  Earls  of  Tripdi ;  it  is 
large  and  ilrong.  Hence  is  vifible  a  patt  of  Mount  Libaaus, 
the  fummit  jof  which  is  covered  with  fnow.  The  gardens  in 
the  vicinity  are  rich  in  mulberry  and  other  fruit  trees.  The 
city  is  well  built,  ^  and  moft  of  the  ftrcets  are  paved. 

It  is  the  feat  of  a  Paflia,  who  at  prefent  is  the  fon  of  Abdallah, 
Pafha  of  Damafcus, 

Here  is  found  a  number  of  Mohammedan  merchants,  fbme 
of  the  richeft  and  moft  rcfpe^ble  in  the  empire.  Silk  is  the 
chief  article  of  commerce.  Five  or  fix  French  merchants  efcaped 
hither  from  Acre  *. 

»     •  •     •  .  , 

Antiquities  I  obferved  none.     The  hiftory  of  Tripoli  during 

the  crufades  muft  be  known  to  every  reader.      The  prefent 

population  I  ffaould  be  inclined  to  eftimate  at  about  fixteen 

thoufand. 


*  The  Santons^  or  Mohammedan  faintSi  are  ftill  permitted  to  continae  their 
excefles.  I  was  informed  that  one  of  them,  verj  vigorous  in  traniitory  amours^ 
met  the  wife  of  a  rich  Mohammedan  merchant^  newly  married.  The  female 
:ict«ndant  who  was  with  her  fled,  and  be  accomplifhed  bis  purpofe  in  the  open 
{Ireet*  The  merchant,  complaining  to  the  Palha,  only  received  this  anfwer^ 
'<  You  ought  to  efteem  yourfelf  very  happy^  for  your  wife  will  probably  be 
brought  to  bed  of  a  weltt^*  that  isy  a  faint. 

The 
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The  tniri^  or  fixed  public  revenue  paid  by  Tripoli  to  Coa*- 
ftantinople,  is  only  about  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  twenty 
piirfes,  a-year.  Syria  at  prefent  contains  only  four  Paihaliks, 
Damafciis,  Aleppo,  Acre,  and  Tripoli ;  the  lad  of  which  is 
the  fmalleft  in  territory  and  power* 

On  the  30th  of  April  proceeded  towards  Ladakia,  the  antient 
Laodicea,  built  by  Seleucus  Nicanor  in  honour  of  his  motherr 
We  arrived  on  the  third  day  at  night.  The  firft  appearance 
of  this  city  was  mod  melancholy,  as  prefenting  all  the  ravages 
of  the  earthquake,  which  in  the  preceding  year  (1796)  had 
laid  a  great  part  of  it  in  ruins,  and  deftroyed  numbers  of  the 
inhabitants.  Ladakia  has  a  convenient  but  very  fmall  port, 
acrofs  the  mouth  of  which  is  a  bar  of  fand.  The  place  is  fitu* 
ated  in  a  plain,  extending  on  the  North  and  South  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach ;  but  bounded  by  hills  towards  the  Eail.  It  has 
no  walls,  and  only  a  part  is  paved ;  but  the  (Ireets  are  clean, 
the  air  is  falubrious,  and  refreflied  by  the  fragrance  of  fur- 
rounding  gardens.  Water  is  fcarce.  The  fnow-capt  fummits 
of  Libanus  now  vanifh  from  the  eye. 

In  the  town  are  eight  mofques.  It  is  governed  by  a  deputy 
of  the  Paflia  of  TripoH. 

On  the  5th  of  May  departed  for  Aleppo,  in  a  fmall  caravan, 
confifting  only  of  Citoyen  Chauderlos,  the  French  conful- 
general,  two  Turks,  and  myfelf.  On  the  fecond  day  paffed 
through  one  of  the  moft  pidurefque  countries  which  I  had 
ever  feen.     Lofty  rocks  and  precipices,  ihadcd  with  luxuriant 

foliage, 
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foliage,  of  various  form  and  charader,  but  of  the  moft  lively 
verdure,  and  flowers  of  the  moft  diverfified  hues  and  the 
ftroQgeft  odours,  alleviated  the  tafk  of  climbing  by  nigged  and 
difficult  paths  the  fteep  afcent  of  the  mount^dn,  and  torrents 
v^andering  through  the  valleys  in  their  ftoney  channels,  or 
dafhed  from  the  rocks  in  fheets  of  foam,  filled  the  ear  with 
their  foothing  murmurs,  the  eye  with  their  untaught  meanders, 
and  the  imagination  with  fome  of  the  moft  a^eeable  images 
that  delight  in  the  works  of  the  poet. 

The  third  day  was  occupied  in  traverfing  a  country  romantic 
like  the  former,  and  we  paffed  the  night  in  the  open  sdr,  at 
Sbawr^  where  the  river  Orontes  winds  majeftically  through  the 
plain.  The  town  of  Sbawr  is  populous,  and  has  a  good  cara- 
vanferai  j  but  we  preferred  the  open  air,  to  avoid  the  vermin 
which  lodge  in  fuch  places.  Adjacent  is  a  good  ftone  bridge 
of  feven  arches.  Thefe  conveniences  have  been  originally 
provided  for  the  caravan,  which  refis  here  in  its  route  from 
Conftantinople  to  Mecca. 

On  the  fifth  day  arrived  at  Kefiirtj  a  village  remarkable  for 
its  pigeon-houfes,  which  fupply  the  adjacent  country,  even  to 
Aleppo.  The  neighbouring  lands  abound  in  wheat  and  barley, 
fown  in  ridges ;  the  foil  is  rich,  and  requires  no  farrow.  The 
women  here  go  unveiled,  and  at  Martraw&n^  which  is  not  far 
removed,  are  by  their  friends  prefented  to  ftrangers. 

The  people  are  termed  Anfarie  in  Arabic,  a  fe&  of  pre- 
tended Mohammedans,  who  are  fsdd  to  worfliip  the  pudendum 

muliebre. 
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muliebre.  With  CSiriftians  they  affed  to  be  of  their  faith.  The 
women  are  fair,  have  black  eyes,  and  tolerable  features.  The 
ftrange  pra£bice  above  commemorated,  feems  a  relique  of  the 
antient  diflblute  manners  of  Antioch  and  Daphne. 

Thence  to  Aleppo  is  a  journey  of  eight  hours;  for  two  hours 
through  com  lands,  the  reft  paflfes  a  barren  country.  That  city 
is  vifible  at  the  difl^nce  of  two  hours,  and  as  you  approach 
dilplays  a  moft  magnificent  appearance. 
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CHAP.    XXIV. 


OBSERVATIONS  AT  ALEPPO. 


Sberifs  and  Jamzaries^^Mattufa3uris  and  comm€rc^^^'^^uarrks 
— Price  of  provifions'-^New  fe£l— ^Journey  to  AntioclH^Dc'' 
fcription  ofantient  Seleucia^^Return  to  Aleppo. 

JL  HE  country  adjacent  to  Aleppo  is  broken  vdth  many  inequa- 
lities, and  even  the  city  (lands  partly  on  high  and  partly  on 
low  ground.  A  fmall  river,  called  Coik^  defcends  from  Aintabj 
and,  after  pafSng  through  the  city,  is  loft  in  a  marfh  on  the 
Weft. 

So  many  defcriptions  of  this  famous  capital  having  appeared, 
I  fhall  only  offer  a  few  remarks  on  fuch  objeds  as  ftruck  me 
during  my  refidence  there. 

The  fite  is  rocky,  and  the  few  gardens  chiefly  produce  pifta- 
chios.  The  city  is  well  built,  and  paved  with  ftone.  The  tall 
Cyprus  trees,  contrafted  with  the  white  minarets  of  numerous 
mofques,  give  it  a  moft  pidurefque  appearance.  The  population 
and  buildings  feem  to  be  on  the  increafe ;  but  this  affords  no 
proof  of  public  felicity  ;  for,  in  proportion  as  the  capital  fwells, 

the 
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the  adjacent  Yillages  are  deferted.  Thehoufes  are  dean,  alry^ 
fubftantial,.  and  commodious.  The  people  in  general  are  di£- 
tinguifhed  by  an  air  of  afFedted  polifh,  hardly  to  be  obferved  in 
the  other  towns  of  Syria.  Their  diale£t  too  has  its  charac- 
jteriftic  marks.  The  Arabic  prevails,  though  many  fpeak  the 
Turjfifli  language. 

•  •  ■ 

:  A  new.Pafha  had;  been  lately  appointed:  4t  the  tlrsie  I  aFfivpd^ 
but  was  prevented  from  entering  the  city,  by  the  feudsIwHch 
had  prevailed  between  the  Sherifs  and  the  Janizaries, .  and.  int- 
duced  the  latter  to  fufped  that  the  Paflia  had  a  defigh  of  pubifli|- 
ing  them.  This  officer  was  a  young  man,  the  fon  of  the  Pafha 
of  Adene ;  his  title  £1  Sherif  Mohammed  Paiha ;  of:  an  .'unble- 
niifhed  character,  but  unequal,  in  point  of  talents  a^  perfonsfl 
weight,  to  compofe  the  violence  of  thefe  fadtions,  which,  aftcl: 
lie  had  refided  a  fhort  time  in  the  city,  obliged  him  to  retiro. 
The  Sherifs,  or  jdefcendants  of  Mohammed,  here  fprm  a  C9)n{> 
derable  fa Aion ;  a  circumftance  alfo  obfervabia  at  Bagdad:^' :  bat 
not  in  fo  remarkable  a  degree.  In  Aleppo  they  form  a  bodfoE 
near  fixty  thoufand.  The  Janizaries  do  not  exceed  one-fourtll 
of  that  number.  The  Sherifs  confifl:  of  all  rank$,.  from  tht 
higheft  Imam  to  the  loweft  peafant,  and  are  far  from  excelling 
in  courage  :  the  Janizaries  are  of  fuperior  valour,  though"  little 
acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  arms  or  afpedt  of  battle.  ^Heincethe 
force  of  the  faftions  is  merely  balanced,  and  continual  difputes 
arife  for  oidcc^  of  profit  or  power,  which  generally  terminate 
in  bloodflied.  In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer,  1797,  feveral  of 
thefe  took  place  j  in  one  of  them  it  is  fuppofed  near  three  hun- 

3  D  dred 
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dred  perfon«  periihed.  This  imperfed  exercife  of  authority 
may  be  eftimated  among  the  fymptoms  of  decline  in  the  Turkiih 
empire^ 

The  manufaftures  are  in  a  flouri(hing  ftate^  being  carried  on 
with  great  fpirit  both  by  Chriftians  and  Mohammedans :  (Ilk 
and  cotton  form  the  chief  articles.  Large  caravans  frequently 
arrive  from  Bagdad  and  Baflbra,  charged  with  coffee,  which  is 
carried  round  to  the  Perfian  gulf  from  Moccha,  with  the  tobacco 
and  cherry-tree  pipes  from  Perfia,  and  muflins,  ihawls,  and  other 
produds  of  Indisu 

Befldesthe  manufa&ures  of  Aleppo,  and  the  productions  of  the 
furrounding  country,  which  are  fent  to  Europe  by  fea,  three  or 
four  caravans,  laden  with  merchandize,  proceed  annually  through 
Anatolia  to  Conftantinople.  Piftachio  nuts  form  no  mean  arti- 
-cle  of  trade,  being  the  chief  produce  of  the  adjacent  territory, 
in  the  foil  of  which  that  tree  particularly  delights.  Aleppo 
alfo  maintains  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  Damafcus,  An- 
tioeh,  Tripoli,  Ladakia,  and  the  towns  on  the  £aft  towards 
the  Euphrates. 

The  laft  pefUlence  is  fuppofed  to  have  deflroyed  fixty  thou* 

land  of  the  inhabitants. 

« 

The  women  of  Aleppo  are  rather  mafculine,  of  brown  com* 

plexions,  and  remarkable  for  indulging  in  the  Sapphic  af- 

fedion. 

The 
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The  quarries  which  fupplicd  the  (lone  for  the  conftrudion  of 
the  city,  are  not  far  removed  from  the  Antioch  gate.  They 
are  every  way  worthy  remark.  On  both  fides  of  a  road,  cut 
through  the  folid  rock,  are  feen  the  openings  of  caverns,  capable 
of  giving  flielter  to  a  vaft  number  of  perfons.  From  thefe 
again,  which  are  tolerably  light,  open  a  number  of  other  paf« 
fages,  in  all  dire^ions,  from  the  principal  apartments.  Thefe. 
I  had  neither  time  nor  inflruments  to  inveftigate  ;  but  the  peo^ 
pie  of  the  place  pretend  that  one  of  thefe  paflages  goea  to  the 
caille,  another  to  Antioch,  &c«  Traditions  fimilar  to  which 
abound  in  every  country,  which  prefents  any  caverns  natural  or 
artificial. 

ft 

The  material  is  a  foft  ftone  or  tufa,  replete  with  petrified 
fhells.  It  would  appear  that  the  artificers  defigned  thofe  quar^ 
lies  for  fome  ufefwl  purpofe,  as  they  have  not  only  left  rough 
columns,  and  cut  perpendicular  (hafts,  which  admit  fome  portioa 
of  light,  but  the  walls  are  hewn  to  a  much  greater  degree  of 
fmoothnefs  than  is  ufually  feen  in  quarries*  It.  is  certain  they 
have  afterwards  been  occupied,  as  marks  of  fire,  mangers  for 
horfes,  and  even  burial  places,  may  be  obferved.  In  latter  times, 
diibanded  delRs^  not  being  admitted  ioto  the  -  city,  have  here 
fixed  their  abode,  and  become  dangerous  to  |>aflengers,  Whoni 
they  have  robbed,  and  fometimes  murdered. 

There  is  a  large  burying-place  without  the  city.     Here  I  ob* 

*  *      < 

ferved  the  tomb  of  an  Englifhman,  dated  1613. 

ZTi  2  The 
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The  drefs  of  the  people  of  Aleppo  refembles  that  of  Conftan- 
tirtople  more  than  that  of  Egypt  and  fouthern  Syria  :  both  men 
and  women,  in  rainy  weather,  wear  a  kind  of  wooden  patten, 
which  has  no  agreeable  cffeft  either  on  the  eye  or  the  car. 

« 

The  hire  of  a  camel  from  Aleppo  to  Ladakia  or  Scanderoon, 
about  fixty  miles,  was  a  century  ago  four  piafters,  thirty  years 
ago  eight  piafters,  and  is  at  this  time  nineteen.  The  price  of 
commodities  is  much  changed  in  the  courfe  of  not  many  years. 
But  fmce  the  year  171 6  it  has  increafed  in  a  tenfold  pro- 
portion. I  faw  an  authentic  document^  that  the  ardeb  of  rice 
at  that  time  fold  for  eleven  piafters  j  it  now  fetches  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  piafters.  They  at  that  time  fold  1 85  rolls 
•f  bread,  of  a  particular  kind,  for  a  piafter ;  they  now  only  fell 
forty  of  the  fame  kind  for  that  fum;  Meat  is  good  and  in 
plenty  j  it  is  fold  for  fifty  paras  the  rotal,  726  drams,  or  about 
4id.  a  pound.  There  arc  no  fifti,  fave  a  few  fmall  eels,  found 
in  the  Coik.  Wine  is  very  dear,  none  being  produce^  in  tbe 
neighbourhood.  .  On  the  other  articles  of  prdvifion  nothing  re^ 
maikable  occurs. 

At  Aleppo!  firft  obfejryed  the  pradice  of  illuminating  th^ 
inofques  on  Thurfday  night,  to  uftier  in  the  Mohammedan 
Sabbath  j  this  is  unknoVrn  at  Kahira,';and  other  cities  of  the 
South. 

.  '  ,         •  •      ,       .  ■    ..     '  •         •        •         •       - 

About  this  time,. the  beginning' of  June- 1797,  intelligence 
arrived,  that  the  Paftia  of  Bagdad  had  fent  a  ftrong  detachment 
"   ^  .    '  of 
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of  troops,  to  be  joined  by  the  Arabs  friendly  to  the  Porte,  in 
repreffing  the  incurfions  of  jiid-eUaziz  ibn  Meffbud  elWabbabbe^ 
a  rebel  againft  the  government,  who  by  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  his 
arms,  and  his  increafing  followers,  liad  lately  grown  formi- 
dable. This  man,  a  native  of  Nedjed^  refpeded  among  the  Arabs 
for  his  age  and  wifdom,  had  two  years  before  firft  made  public 
his  determination  to  refift  the  authority  of  the  Porte.     He  has 

fince  colledled  a  confiderable  body  of  men,  but  it  is  faid  they 
are  only  furniflied  with  fpears  and  fwords.  He  pretends  to  a 
divine  miffion,  and  gives  no  quarter  to  thofe  who  oppofe  him. 
To  invite  Chriftians  and  Jews  to  his  party,  he  only  requires  an 
annual  capitation  tax  of  three  piafters  and  a  half.  Of  the  peo^ 
pie  under  his  jurifdidion,  every  owner  of  a  houfe  is  obliged  to 
ferve  in  perfoa  or  find^a  fubftitute  y  and,;  to  encourage  them,  he 
divides  the  fpoil  ii^to  five  parts;  taking  one  himielf,  be  gives 
two  to  the  fubftitute  and  two  to  the  principal,  or  if  the  letter 
ferve  he  has  four  parts.  It  was  fuppofed  his  views  pointed  to 
Adeccfa,  whkh  he  had  threatened  ra  attack.  His  confeillioa.  of 
faith'  li  only — "  There  is  n6  God  but  God  ;  inferring,  that  :a 
prophet,  when  dead,  defertes  no  homage,  and  that  of  cojirfe  to 
mention  him  in  a  creed,  or  in  prayers,  is  abfurd.     He  enjoina 

the  abfolute  neceflity  of  prayer,  under  the  open  canopy  of  hea- 

,***.'        *.*.*         ■•'.*  «  -,., 

ven^  and  deftroys  all  the  mofqUes  he  can  feize*     Of  the  ^  five 

'•       •  •'  '•  f'.''.       *  *..* 

dogmata  of  Mohatomed,  he.  admits  alms,  fafting,  prayer,  and 
abl^tipn,  but  rejefts  .pij^riii^age.  ,  ^K[e, denies  the  divine  origii\ 
kxf  the  l^oran,  but  prohihiU '  the  u£i  .of  all  liquor^  but  .water. 
Being  advanced  in  age,  he  had  taken  care  to  fecure  the  attach- 
ment 


'  r.  I 
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ment  of  his  followers  to  his  Ton,  who  was  generally  his  fubili* 
tute  in  the  field*. 

.  On  the  I  ith  of  June  fet  out  from  Aleppo  for  Antioch,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  14th.  Part  of  the  route  is  mountainous.  We 
pafTed  the  Orontes  at  a  ferry.  Country  cultivated  with  HafliKh^ 
a  kind  of  flax. 

Entered  Antioch,  now  called  Antaki,  by  Bab-Bolus^  the  gate 
of  St.  Paul.  The  walls  are  extenfive,  but  the  houfes  arc 
chiefly  confined  to  one  corner.  Numerous  towers  flank  the 
walls,  which  are  ftrong  and  lofty,  and  run  from  the  river 
Orontes,  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  city,  up  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  mountain.  There  is  a  fubftantial  bridge  over  the 
river,  which  winds  through  a  fertile  vale.  A  large  caftle 
on  the  mountain,  now  ruinous,  commands  an  extenfive  pro* 
fpeft; 

Antioch  is  governed  by  a  Mobqffel^  who  derives  hia 
appointment  from  Conflantinople.  He  recdved  me  with 
great  politenefs,  and  defired  me  to  make  what,  reiearches  I 
pleafed. 

**  This  fed,  reprefented  to  me  by  the  Arabs,  and  others  in  Syria,  as  hamf 
only  at  a  late  period  originated,  is  precifely  mentioned  by  Niebuhr,  Defcription 
d' Arabic,  ed.  Paris,  p.  2o8.  with  a  little  variation  as  to  the  tenets  of  its  founder. 
He  dates  its  rife  in  the  year  1 760,  which  is  very  poffible,  confidering  that  the 
later  accounts  all  agree  that  Mdut^nUz  il  WMM  is  a  man.  of  very  advanced 
age. 

The 
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The  barley  harveft  was  begun.  The  length  of  the  plain  of 
Antioch  is  about  three  leagues  and  a  half,  the  width  two  leagues. 
The  language  is  here  generally  Turkifli. 

It  muft  be  remarked  with  regard  to  Aleppo  and  Antioch, 
that  the  latter  has  by  far  the  moft  convenient  £tuation.  The 
former  has  no  navigable  river,  the  land  is  little  produ&ive,  and 
it  is  placed  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  fea«  Antioch  pofTefles 
every  oppofite  advantage,  except  that  of  a  navigable  river, 
which  however  far  exceeds  the  diminutive  Goik ;  the  air  is  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  Aleppo,  and  it  is  Within  five  hours  of  the  fea« 
The  mountain  produces  wine,  which  is  fold  cheap,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  fea-*fi{h.  The  mouth  of  the  river  forms  a  haven 
for  fmall  veifels,  with  very  deep  water. 

Between  Antioch  and  the  fea,  the  ridge  abounds  in  mulberry 
trees,  which  fumifli  a  copious  fupply  of  filk,  though -not  of  the 
beft 


From  Antioch  I  fet  out  for  Suadea^  the  antient  Seleucia^  and 
port  of  Antioch^  and  only  about  four  hours  removed  from  it. 
Jt  preients  to  the  mind  the  idea  of  the  immenfe  labour  ufed  by 
its  former  pofleflbrs  to  render  it  convenient  for  traffic,  which  is 
ndw  rendered  ufelefs,  by  the  negligence  of  its  prefent  mafters. 
The  road  from  Antioch  is  pleafingly  diverfified  by  mountain 
and  plala;  yet  to  appearance  the  country  is  but  thiixly  inha- 
bited, though  filled  with  all  kinds  of  flowering  and  odoriferout 
plants,  particularly  myrtleSi  oleanders,  and  cyclamens.  Having 
crofled  four  rapid  and  tranflucid  dreams,  which  defcend  into 

the 
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the  Orontes,  I  pafled  the  night  with  a  hafpitable  native,  in 
a  garden  of  mulberries,  which  afforded  fupport  to  his  numerous 
family, 

A  large  gate  of  Seleucia  yet  remains  entire  ;  it  approaches  to 
the  Doric  order.  The  rock  near  it  has  been  excavated  into,  va* 
riou^  apartments.  A  part  exifts  of  the  thick  and  fubflantial.  wall 
which  defended  Seleucia  toward  the  fea.  The  port  muil  have 
been  commodious  and  fecikre,  though  but  fmall,  being  formed 
by  a  mole  of  very  large  ftones.  Though  the  port  be  at  prei^ 
fent  dry,  the  fand  in  the  bottom  appears  not  higher  than  the 
furface  of  tthe  fea.  A  little  to  the  North  Is-  :a-  remarkable  pat 
fage,  cat  in  the  rock,  leading  by  a  gentle  defcent,  from  the 
fummit  of  the  mountain  towards  the  water.  It  is  above  fix 
hundred  common  paces  long,  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet  high,  and 
about  twenty  broad.  In  the  middle  of  it  is  a  covered  way, 
arched  through  the.  rock,  but  both  the  ends  aire  open.  A'  chan*^ 
nel  for  water  runs  along  the  fide,  conveying  the  purb  dement 

down  from  the  mountain  to  Seleucia.     The  whole  rock  above 

*     •     . 

is  full  of  artificial  cavities,  for  what  purpofe  does  not  appear. 
There  is  a  Greek  infcription  on  the  South  fide  of  the  cavern] 
comprifing,  I  believe,  five  lines.  Having  no  ^lafs,  and  the  in- 
fcription being  lofty,  I  could  only  difcover  the  letters  TETAF^ 

which  form  a  part  of  the  laft  line  but  one. 

•     •  •    •  .  •^ 

Returning  towards  the  fea,  I  dbferved  Ibtne- catacdAbs. ;  Ofl« 
^  the  chambers  contains  thirty  niches  for  the  dead ^  another 
fourteen.     Thefe  catacombs  are  ornamented  with  pilafters,  coi^; 

nices,  and  mouldings.  ... 

Returned 
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Returned  to  Antioch,  and  on  the  following  day  fet  off  fot 
Aleppo.  The  Kurds  occafionally  attack  the  caravans  going 
between  thefe  two  cities.  The  Turcomans  form  another  tribe 
of  rovers  j  they  generally  pafs  the  winter  in  the  plains  near 
Antioch,  returning  in  the  fummer  to  Anatolia. 


3^ 
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CHAP.     XXV. 


JOURNEY  TO  DAMASCUS. 


Entrance   of  the  Hadjis — Topography  of  Damafcus — Trade  and 

manufactures — Population — Obfervations  on   the  depopulation 

of  the  Eajl — Government  and  manners  of  Damafcus — Charitable 

foundations — Anecdotes  of  recent  hiJlory-^Taxes — Price  ofpro^ 

vifions — Sacred  caravan. 

A  FTER  waiting  fome  time  in  Aleppo  for  the  departure  of  the 
caravan,  I  at  length  left  that  city  on  the  23d  of  July  for  Da- 
mafcus. The  heat  was  great,  but  nothing  equal  to  that  of  Africa. 
The  beafts  of  burden,  employed  in  this  caravan,  were  only 
mules  and  geldings. 

The  route  from  Aleppo  to  Damafcus  has  been  often  defcribed. 
On  Wednefday  the  8th  of  Auguft  entered  Damafcus  at  day- 
break. The  approach  is  remarkable,  being  ornamented  for  many 
miles  with  numerous  gardens,  and  then  by  a  paved  way,  ex- 
tending for  a  great  length. 

On  the  day  after  my  arrival,  was  entertained  with  the  en- 
trance of  the  grand  caravan  from  Mecca.  The  ftreet  was  lined 
for  fome  miles,  for  fuch  is  its  lengthy  with  innumerable  fpeSa- 
tors,  all  impreffed  with  curiofity,  fome  with  anxiety  to  fee  their 

friends 
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friends  and  relations,  many  with  reverence  for  the  facred  pro- 
ceifion.  Some  of  the  more  opulent  Hadjis,  or  pilgrims,  were 
carried  in  litters,  {tattarawdn^  but  the  greater  number  in  a  kind 
of  panniers,  two  and  two,  placed  on  the  back  of  camels.  They 
did  not  appear  much  fatigued,  though  it  was  faid  they  had  fuf- 
fered  from  the  want  of  water. 

On  the  Saturday  following,  was  the  entrance  of  the  Pafha  of 
Damafcus,  who  is  conftantly  the  Emir'el'Hadjey  or  chief  of  the 
caravan  by  office.  Firft  appeared  three  hundred  dellis,  or 
cavalry,  mounted  on  Arabian  horfes,  varioufly  armed  and 
clothed,  but  on  the  whole  forming  no  mean  difplay.  Thefe 
were  fucceeded  by  fifteen  men  on  drbmedaries,  with  mufque-* 
toons,  or  large  carbines,  placed  before  them,  and  turning  on  a 
fwivel  in  every  direction.  This  deftrudlive  inftrument  of  war 
is  faid  to  have  paffed  from  the  Perfians  to  the  Syrians.  Some 
of  the  great  officers  of  the  city  followed,  well  mounted,  and  de- 
cently attired.  Then  came  part  of  the  Pafha  of  Tripoli's  Ja- 
nizaries, well  clothed  and  armed  ;  that  Paffia  himfelf,  with  his 
officers,  and  the  remainder  of  his  guard.  Next  was  the  tattar- 
awan  belonging  to  the  Pafha  of  Damafcus,  another  body  of 
four  hundred  dellis,  a  company  of  thirty  mufquetooners,  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Albanians,  in  uniform,  and  marching  two 
and  two,  like  our  troops.  Before  the  latter  was  borne  the 
flandard  of  the  Prophet,  Senjiak  Sbertfi^  of  green  filk,  with 
fentences  of  the  Koran  embroidered  in  gold,  and  the  magnifi- 
cent canopy  brought  from  Mecca,  guarded  by  a  flrong  body  of 
Muggrebins,  or  weflern  Arabs,  on  foot.  Then  pafTed  the 
Pafha's  three  tails,  (generally  of  white  horfes,)  borne  by  three 

3  E  2  men 
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men  on  horfeback ;  twelve  hor(e8,  (a  Pa(ha  of  two  tails  has  only 
fix,)  richly  caparifoned,  and  each  bearing  a  filver  target  and  a 
fabre  ;  fix  led  dromedaries,  in  beautiful  houfings ;  numbers  of 
the  chief  perfons  of  the  city  followed,  ^mong  whom  were  the 
Aga  of  the  Janizaries,  the  governor  of  the  caftle,  and  the  Mo*' 
haflfeh  Laft  came  the  Pafha  himfelf,  in  a  habit  of  green  cloth 
adorned  with  fur  of  the  black  fox,  preceded  by  his  two  fons,  the 
eldeil  about  fourteen,  all  mounted  on  the  moil  fpirited  fteeds  of 
Arabia,  and  followed  by  his  houfehold  troops,  to  the  number  dT 
four  hundred,  well  armed  and  mounted.  More  than  a  hun- 
dred camels  had  preceded  the  reft,  bearing  the  tents  and  bag- 
gage of  the  Pafha.  The  whole  was  conducted  without  any 
noife  or  tumult,  to  the  great  credit  of  the  Damafcene  mob, 
who  had  been  waiting  feveral  hours  without  their  ufual  repaft. 

Damafcus  has  been  often  defcribed ;  but  a  refidence  of  about 
two  months  may  enable  me  to  fugg^ft  fome  particulars  worthy 
of  notice.  The  walls  are  of  a  circular  form,  fuburbs  large  and 
irregular*  The  fituation  is  in  an  extenfive  plain,  filled  with  gar-^ 
dens,  to  the  length  of  more  than  three  leagues,  and  the  breadth 
of  more  than  a  league  and  a  half.  At  no  great  diftance  to  the 
Eaft,  rifes  a  ridge  of  Anti-Libanus.  The  river  Barad^  is  above 
the  city  divided  into  many  ftr^ams,  which  axe.  diftributed  through 
the  gardens  ;  fo  th^t  there  is  a  fupply  for  all.  The  air  is  ex- 
cellent, the  foil  exuberant  in  fertility.  Fruits  more  abundant 
than  I  hgve  ever  feen,  particularly  the  grapes  and  apricots, 
whi<;h  »re  of  excellent  flavour. 


Neac 
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Near  the  mountaia  are  fome  Saracenic  remains  of  a  mofque 
and  palace,  with  many  infcriptions  in  Guphic  characters.  Thefe 
are  veftiges  of  the  deftrudtive  warfare  conducted  by  Timiir 
Leng,  the  hero,  the  robber,  fhe  warrior,  the  fcourge.  The 
walls  are  antient,  not  very  lofty,  but  ftrong.  Gates  nine.  The 
city  is  divided  into  twenty-three  diftrid^s,  each  under  its  diilin£k 
magiftrate. 

That  beautiful  tree,  the  Lombardy  poplar,  abounds  all  over 
the  plain.  It  is  a  native  of  Syria.  When  old  it  becomes  rag- 
ged and  uncouth,  as  ufual  in  other  regions,  a  monument  of 
fugitive  beauty. 

Damafcus  is  the  feat  of  a  confiderable  trade ;  and  its  manu- 
fadures  afford  a  fupport  to  a  great  number  of  Mohammedans 
and  Chriftians :  they  confift  of  filk  and  cotton,  mixed  or  fepa- 
rate,  but  chiefly  mingled  together,  in  the  form  of  what  they 
call  Cottoni  or  Alleja  *.     Much  foap  is  alfo  fabricated  f ,  which 

*  The  machine  ufed  in  the  manufaflure  is  very  fimple,  but  the  fabric  is  very 
complete,  and  executed  with  tolerable  expedition.  To  make  a  cottoni  requires  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  drams  of  filk.  Half  that  quantity  is  fufficxent  for  a 
light  idleja.  The  wages  of  a  manu(a£iurer  for  making  the  former  are  fixty  paras. 
The  fabric  of  white  filk  is  technically  called  in  Arabic  crai/bi^  the  oHijay  danekUy^ 
the  cottoni^  dadar.  The  ordinary  length  of  each  of  thefe  is  about  ten  pikes  (draa}. 
The  width  about  a  pike. 

f  The  manner  of  making  foap  here  deferves  mention.  They  ufe  oil  of  olivesi 
putting  to  an  hundred  weight  twenty-five  pounds  of  kali^  and  five  pounds  of 
pulverized  chalk.  The  htter  articles  are  boiled  till  the  water  be  fufficiently  im- 
pregnated ;  the  oil  is  then  poured  in,  and  the  whole  boils  for  three  daya  over  a 

fire  compofed  of  fl:ones  of  olives. 

is 
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is  carried  to  different  parts  of  Syria  and  to  Egypt.  Such  of 
the  European  articles  as  are  ufed  by  the  Orientals,  are  drawn 
from  Seide,  Beirut,  and  Tripoli,  to  and  from  all  which  places, 
there  are  regular  caravans,  iron,  lead,  tin,  cochineal,  broad- 
cloth. From  Perfia  and  the  Eaft  the  caravans  of  Bagdad  convey 
fhawls,  muflins,  and  the  rich  fabrics  of  Surat,  a  part  of  which 
is  confumed  in  the  city,  and  a  part  pafles  on  to  other  places  in 
Syria  and  to  European  Turkey.  To  maritime  commerce  the 
Damafcenes  were  formerly  very  adverfe,  and  it  is  only  within 
thefe  few  years  that  they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  fend  goods  by 
fea  to  Conftantinople. 

Timur  Leng,  on  his  conqueft  of  Syria,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fourteenth  century,  conveyed  all  the  celebrated 
manufactures  of  fteel  from  Damafcus  into  Perfia.  Since  that 
period,  its  works  in  fteel  have  been  little  memorable.  They 
were  formerly  of  the  higheft  reputation  in  Europe  and  the 
Eaft.  The  famous  fabres  appear  to  have  been  conftrufted, 
by  a  method  now  loft,  of  alternate  layers,  about  two  or  three 
lines  thick,  of  iron  and  fteel :  they  never  broke,  though  bent 
in  the  moft  violent  manner,  and  yet  retained  the  utmoft  power 
of  edge;  fo  that  common  iron,  or  even  fteel,  would  divide 
under  their  force. 

So  far  as  my  refearches  have  enabled  me  to  afcertain  the 
population  of  Damafcus,  I  fhould  not  be  inclined  to  compute 
it  at  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  That  of  Aleppo 
may  be  eftimated  at  two  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 

Some 
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Some  modern  travellers  appear  to  me  to  have  miftaken  the 
nature  of  the  gradual  depopulation  of  the  Eaft.  The  villages 
in  general  are  fo  much  deferted,  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aleppo  for  inftance,  vrhere  within  the  prefent  century  ftood 
three  hundred  villages,  there  now  remain  no  more  than  ten  or 
twelve.  Yet,  this  depopulation  of  the  villages  fwells  the 
cities  and  towns,  not  indeed  in  the  fame  proportion,  but  flitl 
with  a  rifing  tide.  The  caufes  feem  to  be,  i  •  In  the  cities  the 
modes  of  gaining  a  livelihood  are  more  multifarious,  and  fmall 
or  no  capital  is  required,  whereas  in  agriculture  it  is  indifpenf^ 
able.  2.  In  the  cities  the  property  is  not  tangible,  fo  to 
fpeak ;  it  is  veiled  from  the  eye  of  government,  fo  as  to  be  fafe 
from  the  exceflive  exadlions  impofed  on  the  peafants,  whofe 
property  is  of  the  moft  unweildy  and  felf-apparent  defcription. 
The  peafantry,  both  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  are  not  Vtl/ani^  but 
as  free  as  any  clafs  of  men  ;  and  it  happens  unfortunately,  that 
even  a  good  governor  cannot  fuflSciently  protect  them,  for  he 
muft  either  refign,  or  pay  the  ufual  tributes  at  the  Porte. 
Money  he  muft  have,  and  the  modern  minifterial  arts,  of  div- 
ing into  the  moft  fecret  recefles  of  property,  being  there  un- 
known, he  of  courfe  taxes  that  which  is  moft  apparent,  and  the 
moft  difficult  to  remove. 

Yet  the  diftindlion  between  a  good  and  a  bad  governor  is, 
even  here,  fufficiently  felt ;  the  population  and  commerce  of 
Damafcus  being  on  the  increafe,  by  the  juftice  and  equity  of 
the  prefent  Pafha ;  whereas,  both  had  been  materially  injured 
by  the  violence  of  Jezzar. 

At 
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At  this  moment  the  fhops  in  the  extenfive  bazars^  much 
larger  than  thofe  of  Aleppo,  are  all  opened,  and  fumi(hed  with 
every  fpecies  of  commodity,  and  each  caravan  brings  a  fupply 
of  perfoQS  who,  fhimning  oppreffion  dfewbere,  come  here  for 
temporary  profit  or  fixed  refidence.  The  rent  of  houfes, 
though  ftill  low,  is  fenfibly  increafing,  and  the  fuburbs  fpread* 
ing  by  new  buildings. 

The  Pafbalik  is  the  firft  in  Afia.  The  prefent  Pa(ha  is  Ab- 
dallah,  a  man  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  tall  and  personable, 
and  of  noble  extrad,  his  anceftors  having  been  invefted  with 
Paihaliks  in  the  lafl  century.  It  is  hardly  necefiary  to  mention, 
that  every  Paiha  has  abfolute  power  of  life  or  deadi,  there  being 
no  appeal  from  his  jurifdidion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Damafcus  were  formerly  noted  for  their 
maltreatment  of  the  Franks,  but  at  prefent  I  found  the  pride 
of  their  ignorance  fomewhat  abated,  and  obferved  no  di&rence 
between  them  and  other  Oriental  citizens.  It  is  deeply'  to  be 
regretted,  that  religion,  intended  to  conciliate  mankind,  fhould 
be  the  chief  caufe  of  their  ferocity  againft  each  other,  and 
fhould,  in  an  equal  proportion,  have  mingled  poifons  and  anti* 
dotes.  The  Mohammedan  himfelf  a  god,  all  the  reft  of  man- 
kind dogs !  can  any  benefit  recompenfe  the  pride,  the  fury,  the 
eternal  enmity,  deftrudtion,  and  daughter,  inwoven  into  the 
very  foul  by  fuch  mifanthropic  dogmata  ? 

A  ftriking  contraft  exifts  between  the  inhabitants  of  Damaf«* 
cus  and  thofe  of  Aleppo.    The  Aleppxns  are  vain  and  feditious ; 

the 
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the  DamftfceneSy  OQ  the  contrary,  fober,  indttflriousi  ajid.'uh* 
ofteiitatiotis.  The  ifemales  and  children  l^a^e'  cotftmAntlf .i^egulat 
fe^ture^.a^  s^  fair  complexion ;  the  drefs  of : the  wftmon  "n^tly 
the  fame;  as  at  Conftantinople,'  white  muflin  veilsi  except 
tjie  proilituteSf  who,  as  ^fual  all  over  the  E^ft,  expofe  tbeii: 
faces*  To  paint  the  face  is  an  improvement  unknown  amdng 
the  Oriental  fair,  lave  the  Greeks  alone. 


i*  .  ..  ,  t  .     J    t  4     -  .  . 


The  charitable  ^fUblifliments^  in  D^maTcusrare  numerous, 
wh^ch  may!  be.  no(»ed.thiit  t:dnS;ruded  hj  Sultan  S^limy 
for  the  rQceptipn  of  ftr^J^gera;  though  his  munificence  have 
been  finee.ditrerted  iB«>  cither  channbh.  The  .'building rconfifts 
9/  a  vait  quadraBgle,    lined  ^ith  a  colonade.     It  is  entiielji? 

'  roofed  in .  fmall  domes,  covered  with  lead*  The  mofque  is 
^and.  The  entrance  fupported  by  four  .large  cc^mnaof  red 
granite.    It: is  covercid : with  a  cupola,  and-has  two  minarets.^ 

:  A  handfome  garden  lies*  adjacent.  The > apartments  are  nu*^ 
merbus,  and  the  kitchen  or  mutbacb^^  oh  the  fide  qppofite  to  tfao 
mofque,  is  fuited  to  the  grandeur  of:  ther  ^ftabUlhtnent 


>  4 


The  celebrated  Afad  Paiha,  mentioned  by  Niebu^r  and  VoU 
ney,  left  an  only  daughter,  of  whom,  on  her  marriage  wi^ 
Mohammed  Pafha  Adm,  fprang  the  prefent  Pa(ha  Abdallah. 
Mohammed  Paiba  Adm  was  preceded  by  Ofinlb,  and  fucceeded 
by  two  of:  his  own  brothers  fucceffively,  the  laft  of  whom^ 
named  Derwtlhv  :was  expelted  bys  the  intrigues  of  Jezzar,^  whof 
gained  his  office,  and .  maf ried .  the  daughter  of  Mohammed 
Pafiia.  Adm.  This  marriage  of  ambition^  hot  bf  aQFedion,  ter^ 
mioated  in  a  divorce  a  year  after.    Among  other  inftanceft  ^ 
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bis  bad  treatment  of'  this  lady,  it  is  recorded  that  Jezzficr,  meet^ 
ing  her  one  day>in  tKe-  houfe,  where  ihe  hap|)eQed  to  hav^ 
cab^db^  or  Ambiah  pattens  on  her  feet,  pulled  a  ^^  from  his 
cinOtite^  and  fired  it  at  her,  faying,  '**  Art  thou  the  Wife  of  aif 
Arabian  peafant  ?  doft  thou  forget  that  thou  art  the  wife  of  a 
Pafliar-        •  ■  ■'  -:  "  -••'•'•  :    '         :'.''''■ 

•  -       ■       '     -  • 

Jezzar  retained  his  ill-won  pafhalik  of  Damafcus  only  a  few 
years ;  his  gOYemment  waa  a  cdntinoal  fcene  of  oppr^fli6n  and 
cruelty,  ^  and  he  is  fuppoied-  to  have  Extorted .  ftom  the  people 
not  le&.thj;n  tw«nty^fiv(i  thousand  (^rfe%  'Of  about  a  millid^ 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  ^  pounds  -fterUng ;  and  to  ha^ref  pu^ 
to  death  neak^  four  hundredindividtials,  moft  of  'them  innodfent^ 
His  oWn  mifcohdudk  ahdfuipicious  defrgns,' when  leading  thd 
iaravan  to  Mecca,  'confpired'  with  the  machinations  of  hil 
enemies  at  the  Porte  to  deprive  hini  or  hi»officd:*!but' living 
monuments:  of  ^iiis  cruelty  remain,  in  'the/flofc;lefs  ^bea  anA 
earlcfs  heads  of  inany  of  the  Damafoenes.  -Thus'  driven  f^m 
Damafcus,  he  returbed  to  his  foraierpafhdliktof  Aci^^andSp^ldtf^* 
where  he  remains.  This  government,  which  he  held  along 
•«vith  that- of  Damaftils, 'he  lias  retdhrea  upWaiils  of  tweilty- 

•  •  *  •'  •,»  r»  -*'.• 

ffeveh  yeatS;'  •     •—--*■•  .roJ.  •'^i;.  •  \  i':^  r;;  J    .  ^y\ 

L.^ezzar  Was  ^^ccecidid:i)y  the  {^refear  j^i(Ra  Abdaliah,  w&«)l$ 
^dmihift'tatito^  dibugh  eminent  asi  Wfoie  ofafewedi  fifr  ceiqUir^^ 
IS  iyet. Tiabk  to  liie /charge* of' niifma^agemtntriioftM^  )^»Mle 
ievcnsie^'  aiiid  of  an  indebofoUs  kimidrty.  *  Undi^r  che  ^^n^t^tis 
fway.of  Jez^3l^  faqcedisaravanhad  met  with  i«b  obi^ftibn% 
0ft  xta^ittAtei;  ibikt>tl^  of  the pre&nt  year,  joMohly  lisiitfd^itke 

.  ;  refervoiiB 


*-. , 
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*        *- 
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i5«%v^oir«:  f^  wator  deftrayied  tit  daitagt^d,  fo  i€h«t:ttiany  fiaroel^ 

|)ej:i{bed  1^  want  of  that  indi^i^fabl^  ^r^je^bjit  ev^  the 

,  pilgri^9[i9  wpfte  »fu|tcd  by  the  Anbs,  p«?bjj^ly .  lAcltK^  by  thf 

'arts   and  maUcious  reyftnge  of  JezzSr.     By  dint',  of  bciibes^ 

•  > 

however/-   at  the   Porte,    Abdallah   prevented    his   expefted' 
deprivation. 

•  »>       ...       .  ,1,         '•'        ..  .', 

Jttt  the  province  ..of  D,anwf(;\^s  thve  are  bp  t^es  upon  ^oflir 

jopdities^of  ^ay .^d»  foliar  as  I  could  difooveii  '  Tbe  land- 

jtafy,  ^'^heL  CfpUa}:fpn-ta^  w jC^d&ians,  x^^  Jthe^onjy 

IpfoiiEgr^  ^eqpt  oofttipg^npes  J-  aa  fines,  ^an^AWWx,  prr^bi- 

ftvy  e^f aOtion^     T^i^e  iww,  ? ,or,  jpnblic ,  revenue,  mjty  *  ainpuftt  tip 

Xpa  .tiioufand  purjfes^  or  'half  arroiUicin  fterliqg.  ■'     , 


i    •  »■ 


.»   t   i 


Meat  k  atrprdent  .fold  for  tiiirjyrljx  pWAsjtl^e  ro^*  V  fpvc- 
'^  pei^e*  ftprling  the  pojuad  Avoirdupois.  -A  quantify  of  thread^ 
iiifficient  for  a  meal  ,for  four  j).errpns,  inigbt  -be  piirchaff^d  for  ft 
T)j^ra«  It  is  very^white  and  good,  and^remarkep  to  be^t^ft  wli^a 
t^ie  Janizary  Aga,  who  has  a  cenforia\  pov^er  ovpr  the  bakers, 
is  not  in  the  city,.  Grapes,  of  .jt'hefineflt  tiavqur^ 't^^^ 
.three  or  four  garas,  Fifh,  from  the  river,  is  *tp  iie  4iaid  at  a 
moderate  pri^e,  but..not  rjemarkably  eood.  .  Milk,  cheefe,  and 
butter,  very  cheap,  Witd-fbrwl  aBoim^^a.oa  Moiint  Llbarius, 
and  partridges,  in  the  feafpi^,  are  fold  for  five  par^ik  the  btace. 
Tame  fowls  fpr  four  or  five  paras  e^ch^  plgePns,  a  pair  for  the 
fame  fum. 


•• 


» • 


I  *  •  ••  .• 


The  aic.  qr  water  of  DamafcUs,  or  both,   are  fuppofed  to 
operate  powerfully  againft  that  loathfome  difeafe  tha.  leprofy 

3  F  2  ^^  [borras\ 
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(3orrj/).     The  inquiries  I  nad  occafion   to  make  tended  to     *' 
prove,   that  if  the  difeafe  were  not  too  far  advanced,  it  was 
always  flopped  in  its  progrefe,  while   the^  patient  remained 
•there.  '•■.:-        ,  ,^  , 

The  whole  expenfe  of  the  facred  caravan  from  Damafcus.  t» 

m  ' 

Mecca  ufed  formerly  CO  amount  to  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
purfes,   and  an  increafe  has  fince  taken  f)la6e. .   The  Pafhax 
carries  with  hi^m,  exclufively  of  this,*  one  thoufand  purfes  fos. 
his  own  ufe.     Tezzlr  was  accuflomed  to  take  twp  thouiahd 
for  the"  purpofe  of  buying*  coffee,  which  he  refold  \o  vaft  ad- 
Vantage.    The  4500  purfes  are  deduded  from  the  imperial   , 
treafury  [cbofne)^  and  the  Paftia  is  rendered  accountable* foir  the 
iafety  of  the   caravan.     He  receives  the  Senji|fc  Sherifj,  or 
Enfign  of  the  Prophet,  from  the  governor  of  the  Caftle,  giving 
an  acknowlegement  in  writings  before  witneiles,  in  whicS  he 
foleinnly  pledges  himfelf  to  bring  it  back.     Similar  forms  are   4 
obferyed  on  reftoring  it  .to  its  place,     As  foon  as  the  PaAia 
arrives  near  the  city  on  his'jeturn,  a  meffengbr  is  4ifpa,tched  to 
Conftantinople,    who  is  obliged   to  perform  the  journey  in 
twenty-five  days*  '    He  carries  water  from  ,the  .famous. well  ; 
Zem-zem,  near  Meccii,  ^nd  fpme  ^^X^%  from  Medin^^-  which 
arc  prefented  to  the  fimperor  on  his  .vifit  to  the  mofque.  ' .  After    . 

■  'this,  the  Wizir  prefents  a  lift  of  the  Paflaas  for  the  enfuing     - 
year;    the-  Sultan  reads  it,   and  if  he  objedt  to   any  name^^    .' 
affixes  to  it  a  mark,. after  which  the  firmans  are  ihiute  cm  ki 

.    due  form.  .         ,  -       *  .•».'* 
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,youmcj  from  Damafcus  to  Balbec — Syriac  language — Balbec—-' 
Recent  difcovertes^-^ZabbU''^Printing'^ce^^Ho$ifes  of  Da^ 
mafcus"— Return  to  Akppo.         ,   , 

Un  Thurfdaty  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft  1797,  fet  out  from 
Damafcus .  for  Balbec  or  Heliopolis,  attended  only  by  the 
dwnor  of  the  mule  I  rode  on.  Arrived  at  the  convent  of  Seid^ 
naiay  which  commands  a  fair  view  of  the  city. of  Damafcus^ 
and  the  plain.     Vines  and  fig-trees  adorn  the.  .country  through 

wiiicii  ^  travelled.     The  wine  has  leis  flavour .  and  body  than 

■         •*        •  ^ 

thM   of"  .Kafrawan,   but   is    efteemed    more   grateful    to    thf' 
ilomacb*  ^ 


•     ••  ■  ■ 

From  Seidnaia  I  proceeded  to  MaWa^  a  vilbige  fituated  in 

•  *  .  ..      •  •■  .  ■ 

.   the  mountain^  whe«  is  a  convent,  faid  to  be  of  the  time  of 
•Juftinian.    .Thence  went. to  YebrHid^  the  ant^t  Jabruday  a 

;  place  Higher  ^u|r  ihe  maontain,'  in  a  romantic  fituation  j    the 

inhabioihts  are 'chiefly  Klobalenmedaas.     I  met  there  a  Or«ek  * 

bifhop^  who  WS8I1  goings  to  dr  j^lace  ne^r  Balbec,  an  intelBgent 

^  t  <;  and  curioift  man.  ^  We  proceeded  in  company  till  We  cftme  to   * 
Balbec/  '      J   .     »         .  _     '•^ 


'  '^  ^. 


1-.  . 


♦^    ■ 
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*  1 


•*-  ^'  •f 


•r.    '     Soon  after  amved  at' Jt^r^,  it  fmaU  ttwh  on  the.  North  of 
the  road.     It  is  remajrked  that  at  this'  town  and  t|;  MqJ^  alone    .  ^ 
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«   » 


the  Syriac  ftill  contiaues  to  be  a  iiving  language  j   defcendit^ 
from  fathwr  to  fon,  without  the  ufe  of  books.     Two  of  the  ' ' 
mulrteers  I  obferved  to  converfe  together  more  willingly  in'* 
that  language,  than  .la  li^  Arj(}>iC^  which  in  found  it  nearly 
refembles. 

•'         •  .  •        •      •  ■     .      •       .  s-' 

.    Oh  the  igtb{>affed  under  Ca^v/-o&^^  Inp^p^l^  tp  b<!.the' 
highefl  fummit  of  the  Anti-*libania0  chiain  Af  l^^^tUaixv,     The 
following  day  having  fet  out  four  and  a  half  hours  before  day- 
break^   the  muleteers  loft  ^he  road,  and  vfp,  were  obliged  tfr 
wait  for  funrife,  chilled  with  the  intenie  odd  .of  thefe  jbi^  ^ 
mountains,   which   we  £dt  .  fevexely  in  our  .hands' add  St^ 
Arrived  at  Balbec  about  noon  the  fani^  day,  afler'de&enStog./ 
for  nearly  three  hours  through  a  ravine,  jor  deep  ^bn  ia  the;..  -'    %     • 
mountain,  a  rugged  and,  in  fame  places^  a  fteep  tq;^  \*        ^'•^^'•5      ' 

•From  the  high  grqunds  we  had  a  perfe£l  ^ewr^of  Ba!b^^  ..   ijj^  ^'  , 
and  went  to  feek  our  lodging  undei:  fom^  walnut-tc^esi,  oti^c   '«.^^  Sf    / 
North  of  the  caftle.     Stfme  ptecautioh*  wks  nece^ry  agaiAftAim^^^^ 
the  Metaweliy  Mohammedans,  of  jhe  £tSt  ^  Ali,  who  ^moe^ir.^ 
formed  a  powcrfiil  and  ferocious  tribe^   eV«Q_  i|^,^  *  dti^ugl^^  4fi^  \^^  *7 
crufhed  in  a  ^at  d^ree  .4)y  rtbe  ^KQV^QUfi^f  JeziSa^  i]^        ^4,  ^i» 

*  eontinue  to  pcsfecutB  iftrjugers.,  wj^  haMe  pfi^  fufierttTfriOmf.  \^  'V  v " 

•  their  predafory  difpofition^  •.  .*         •'^l^J^.^- 
^       .                  ^                           ^-    .       "      -*  •  ^  ^  *^      *     ♦•>• 
The  aiftiquhies  of  Balbec  hv9t  been  ofteh  4ei^ttted,  and  JL   ^*^    *;   ^  *  \ 

did  not  obferve  tany-^hing  particular  to  4id4.  oa  ^flw^topK^^  ^     J^^ 
Proceeded  *to  Zabkle^  a  ^plee^att  \oWh  *axofStiQ  itbe  qi^)]|nt9iA/     V   "^     ^   - 
"  ^Obfe^v«d  the  Lombardy  piml^/ in  .^bundmce. ,  %irZaUdi.  met    *^  ^  " ' 

^  -•  *-  . 
■'  "    -  *  ' 
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Uttth  a  yowig  man,  a  Drufe,  who  iqformed  me,  that  near 
Balbec,  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  diggping,  the  body  of  a  man 
was  found,  interred  in  a  kind  of  vault,  having  a  piece  of  un- 
fiamped  gold  in  his  inofnth ;  near  liihi  w^s  a  number  of*  leaden 
plates,  marked  i^^ith  charadters  to  them  unknown ;  they  were 
fold  and  mehed.  In  another  place  was  difcovered  a  fmall  ftatue, 
yerypeifed,  hut  I  could  not  learn  where  it  had  been  depofited. 
Zabble  is  a  large  town,  chiefly,  if  not  folely  inhabit-ed  by 
Chriftians ;  it  fends  forth  feven  hundred  men  fit  for  wan  The 
town  18  divided  into  five  difba£ts,  each  having  its  feparate 
Shech,  who  pays  tribute  to  the  Emir  6f  the  Drufesj  they  com-^ 
plain  of  oppreflion ;  and  the  flate  of  the  place,,  and  the  adjacent 
country,  fhews  that  their  complaints  are  not  void  of  founda- 

tion.     The  town  is  fheltered  by  mountains,  but  the  locufls  are 

,  ...  ,  .  . 

•**  very  defhtidiVe.     T6bacco  is  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  cul- 

.  •  *      '  *  * 

tivatlort,  '  A' nvulet  rolling  from  the  tocks  turns  the  mills  and 
-waters  the  groiiods^j  -air  ialubrious  and  ntfver  tainted -with  €K- 
cefliTeheat.  • 


1 ; 


>  ;■ 


'9i€it  Zdbbli  faw  Hirhkt  is  called  tftfe  i(mA(f  Noab^  a  long 
ittyariire, '  f(5e«iiagly  patt  of  an  •  aquedtiflr;  tit 'bitten ds  about 
fixty  feer^  t&e-  ftlif1tt6  of  Noah  alciccrding  to;  Oriental  tradition^ 
The  pilgrims  whcx came'formerly  to  worflup  in  the  mofque  near 
tt  :^efee  .Tisry  nuio^raorji  and'tj^e  religious  revenue  is  faid  to 
imoootita  t1h-ee:Uiii>di!efl  purfesianrniaily. 

Among  the  mountains  the  people  have  ap  air  of  health  not 
ob^r^afakift  <bfe^citi^s•^  Nta^c  i^  Aill  .cfcdtteii^  itfid  feveral  are 
adcufed  b^finre  .the  biibop  /£Df  iocibt^tiomi^  rptodocixtg  iovo  or 
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enmity. 
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ennnty.  The  pioiis  antipatby  betyreeQ  ths  Gredb  and  Csuthotlaa^ 
reigns  here  in  kU  its  fury.     . 


i       *  *  t     * 


After  a  journey  of  two  days,  through  a  rugged  route  aiding 
the  ridge  of.  the  mountain,  arrived  at  the  convent  of  St.  John^ 
where  the  printing-office  is.  Paper  being  dear,  and  no  demand^ 
for  books,  the  prefs  is  flopped.  Arabic  books  alone  were 
edited. 

On  my  return  by  Zibdani  fAi^ttvtA  there  a  gale  of  Grecian 
architedore.  Pafied  through,  a  rich  vale,  watered  by  the 
Baradi^  formerly  the  Chryfonhos^,  to  Damafcus. 

So  numerous  are  the  fruit-trees  in  the  vicinity  of  this  idty, 
that  thofe  which  die  and  are  cut  down,  fupply  it  with  abundant  |^ 
fire^wood.  They  are  alfo  ufed  for  building,  together  with  the  .:^ 
the  walnut-tree  and  Lombardy  poplar.  .  The  ;houfes  in  Dama£« 
cus  are  remarkably  large  and  commodious,  and  well  fuppUe4 
with  water;  of  many  the  furniture  is  worth  from  one  to 
five  hundred  purfes,  or  from  five  thoufand  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds,  in  divans  or  large  fophas,' of  the  richi^  filk, 
embroidered  with  pearl,  Perfian  carpets,  mirrors,.  &c. 

The  melingana^  a  fpecies  of  the  folanum,  is  confumed  here 
in  fuch  quantities  as  a  common  vegetable,  that  fifty  hundred 
weight  is  eftimated  the  daily  fupply  of  the  city. 


•I 


Returned  from  Damafcus  to  Aleppo,  7th  O&oher  179^,  a 
journey  of  twelve  days.    Almoft  every  town  or  village  oh  the 

^  4JP  '  route 
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route  has  its  market,  £0  that  there  is  no  occafion  to  prepare  pro- 
viiions;  the  caravanferais  are  in  a  ruinous  iituation. 

On  vifiting  the  caftleof  Aleppo^  obferved  a  remarkable  fafit 
confidering  the  populoufnefs  of  the  city.  There  were  only 
eighteen  prifoners,  eight  of  whom  were  confined  for  debt,  and 
the  remainder  on  account  of  the  riot  between  the  Janizaries 
and  SherJfs.  The  debtor  Is  not  permitted,  in  the  whole  Turkifli 
empire,  to  be  confined  above  one  month ;  during  which  term, 
according  to  the  Mohammedan  doctors,  his  property  muft 
appear,  if  he  have  any^  and  if  none,  they  confider  it  unjuft  to 
detain  him*  -  But  this  mild  reguUtion  is  ibmetlmes  fruflrated  ; 
for  if  a  claim  lie  for  four  thoufand  piafters,  for  example,  the 
creditor  may  firft  proceed  againfl  him  for  five  hundred,  and 
bring  a  frefti  charge  at  the  end  of  every  month  till  the  whole 
be  paid,  or  till  the  debtor  have  remained  in  prifon  one  month 
on  -every  diftinfl  procefs. 
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ygurney  from  Aleppo  towards  Coi^antinopit--^Routc — AintA^ 
Mount  Taurus-'^Bqficm— 'Inhabitants^  their  manners  and  drift 
^^KaifarUt^^^Angora — Walls  and  antiquities^-^A^g^^ goats— r 
ManufaSlures — Topography-^Journey  to  Ifmt — Topography^^ 
General  remarks  concerning  Anatolia  or  AJia  Minor. 

Un  the  2ifk  of  Odober  1797,  fet  out  from  Aleppo  on  my 
journey  through  Anatolia  to  Conftantinople.  I  had  a  horfe  for 
ttiyfelf,  and  another  for  an  Armenian  fenrant  j  feventy  mules 
carried  the  merchandize  of  the  caravan. 


• » 


The  dire£t  road  lies  by  Beilan  and  Adene,  Konia,  Kiitahia, 
and  Burfa,  but  Kutchuk  Ali^  the  Pafha  of  Beilan,  being  in  a 
ftate  of  rebellion,  we  were  conftrained  to  turn  to  the  North-eaft 
by  an  unufual  route,  through  the  cities  of  Aintab,  Kaifaria,  and 
Angora, 

Between  Aleppo  and  Aintab  the  country  is  well  watered, 
and,  though  fomewhat  ftony,  capable  of  being  cultivated  in  a 
threefold  degree. 

On  the  30th  arrived  at  Aintab,  a  large  town  or  city,  inha- 
bited by  Mohammedans  and  Chriflians,  both  Armenian  and 

Greek. 
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Greek.  It  his  a  fortrefs  and  a  garrifon/of  Jai\har|$s^  •  Here 
the  Turkifli  language  firft  becoriaes  general.  T^e  chief  coiti- 
merce  is  leather  and  raw  hide^  j  (kins  of  goats  are  djtd  red 
and  yellow,  into  what  is  called  Turkey  leather.  The  houfes  are 
built  of  ftone,  which  is  very  cheap ;  there  are  five  principal 
mofques;  through  fome  of  the  ftreets  devolve  ftreams  of  water, 
and  the  air  is  falubrious.  On  the  South  lide  is  a  large  buryihg 
ground,  which  at  a  diftance  reems  an  extenfive  fuburb.    On  the 

« 

North  is  the  caftle,  apparently  coeval  with  that*of  Aleppo,  built 
on  an  artificial  elevation.  The  city  However  is  entirely  com- 
manded from  the  adjacent  hills.  It  is  governed  by  a  Mit/elUm^ 
appointed  l>y  the  executive  power  at  Conftantlnople.  The  Ta-i 
nizaries  and  SneHfs  are  here  as  riotous  as  at  Aleppo.  Staple 
commodities  are,  the  leather  above  mentioned,  cottons  for  their 
O^n  ufe,  and  various*  coloured  woollens,  of  which  jackets  are 
madefy  and  fent  to  other  parts.  It  alfo  produces  dips^  aconfec- 
tion  made  of  the  grounds  of  wine  and  almonds. 

*  _  *  _  _  ' 

After  travelling  for  fevef al  days,  afcended  Mount  Taurus,  now 
called  Kurun.  The  afcent  and  defcent  occupied  three  days.' 
This  is  a  chain  of  high  rocky  mountains,  running  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  the  inhabitants  ai'e  chiefly  Kfirds ;  and  the  Turcomans 

retire  here  in  the  fummer  from  the  plain  of  Antioch,  as  before 

'  »  •     *• 

mentioned.     Many  thoufand  acres  abound  with  cedars  of  great* 
Ibie  and  age  ;*  favines  and  junipers  cover  fome  of  the  brows. 
The  cedars  throw  around   a  delicious  odour.     Some  of  our 
company,  when  they  wifhed  to  warm  themfelves,  the  air  being 
cold  to  excefs,  would  fet  fire  to  the  dead  trees  by  kindling  a 
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little  dry  grafs,  which  would  inftantly  fetze  the  branches,  and 
foon  confumed  the  whole  tree.  The  bafes  of  the  mountains 
generally  confift  of  tufa*  Mod  of  the  hills  are  divided  by  ra* 
pid  rivulets  of  the  pureft  water. 

On  commencing  the  afcent  of  Mount  Taurus,  obferved  feve- 
ral  roads  leading  to  the  right ;  one  of  them  conduds  to  the 
copper  mines  of  Tokat,  which  are  very  rich,  and  yield  a  confi- 
derable  revenue  to  the  emperon 

After  defcending  Mount  Taurus,  arrived  in  the  extenfive 
plain  of  Boftan,  which  confifts  of  fertile  foil,  is  watered  by  the 
river  formerly  called  Sarus^  and  furrounded  with  mountains. 

.  Boftan  is  a  town  rather  of  fmall  fize,  and  prefenting  nothing 
memorable.  Here  I  firft  obferved  little  two-wheeled  carts, 
drawn  by  two  oxen.  The  wheels  are  foUd,  and  the  axle  turns 
with  them,  fo  that  their  progrefs  is  fufBciently  vociferous. 
Market  poor.  The  inhabitants,  like  thofe  of  Anatolia  in  gene- 
ral, form  a  ftriking  contrail  to  the  more  polifhed  natives  of 
Syria.  They  infpedted  us  with  ftupid  curiofity,  and  without 
the  ufual  tokena  of  falutation  pradifed  by  the  Arabs.  The  com« 
mon  drefs  a  (hort  jacket  and  fringed  turban.  The  women  here 
are  of  fair  florid  complexion,  and  wear  on  their  heads  broad 
flat  pieces  of  metal,  to  fheker  their  faces  from  the  fun  and  raiiw 
Thefe  refemble  common  eating  plates,  and  are  fattened  with 
fl;rings  under  the  chin  j  the  rich  have  them  of  filver,  others  are 
copper.     Their  perfpns  and  motions  are  uncouth  and  deftitute 

of 
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of  the  lafcivious  mincing,  the  motus  lonid^  of  the  Egyptian  and 
Syrian  women. 

From  Boftan  to  Kaifaria  the  country  is  plain,  but  ill  culti- 
vated and  thinly  inhabited.  Near  the  city  there  are  however 
feveral  produdive  fields,  and  watered  by  the  river  Termok. 
This  river  we  had  pafled  a  day's  journey  from  Kaifana,  run* 
mng  to  the  South.  Near  that  city  the  Lombardy  poplar  again 
appears  in  abundance. 

Kaifaiia  is  dlftinguifhed  at  a  diftance  by  two  remarkable  hiHs, 
one  of  them  lofty,  and  at  this  time  covered  with  fnow.  This  is 
Weft  of  the  town.  The  other,  which  is  to  the  South,  is  round 
and  ifolated,  but  not  fo  high.  The  town  is  on  the  fouth  (ide 
(^  a  fertile  plain,  well  watered  by  the  Yertnok  and  fome  rills, 
and  contains  a  good  number  of  inhabitants.  They  are  now 
ploughing.  In  entering  the  town  I  obferved  numbers  of  the 
ihaggy^  ftrong,  and  large  camels,  which  are  bred  by  the  Turco« 
mans.  The  black  bufFaloe,  like  that  of  Egypt,  is  very  com- 
mon here.  Kaifaria  is  governed  by  a  Mttfellim^  who  is  ap- 
pointed from  Conftantinople.  The  city  belongs  to  the  Reis 
ESendi.  -It  is  furrounded  by  walls,  now  in  bad  rep£r.  Great 
quantities  of  timber  are  brought  here  from  the  mountains,  and 
tranfported  to  various  quarters. 

Angora  is  eight  days'  journey  nearly  North-weft  from  Kaifa- 
ria. On  the  fourth  day  paifed  a  plain,  watered  or  rather 
inundated  by  the  river  Tumm.     On  the  eighth  day  paffed  a 

bridge. 
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bridge,  over  a  rapid  but  apparently  fhailow  river,  oae  of  the 
branches  of  the  Halys,  at  a  fpot  where  it  makes  its  appeorancd 
from  betwixt  abrupt  rocks.  Route  variegated  with  hills,  but 
on  the  whole  rather  plain. 

Reached  Angora  on  the  2  2d  of  November,  two  hours  before 
fun^et.  This  city  is  vifible  at  fome  cUftafice,  being  in  a  lofty 
fituation.  It  has  a  flriking  and  agreeable  appearance.  It  is 
fituated  on  a  fmall  river.  The  caftle  is  very  mtieot,  and  in 
former  times  may  have  appeared  impregnable,  being  raifed  on 
a  high  perpendicular  rock.  There  is  a  chain  c^  outworks  to  a 
confiderable  extent,  occupying  ail  the  high  ground. 

The  city  has  been  furrounded  by  a  fubftantial.  wall,  in  fqroc 
places  appareptly  double.  Marks  of  a  ditch  alfo  are  vifible*  I 
pafled  three  gates,  and  was  told  there  were  three  or  four  more* 
Fragments  of  Greek  infcriptions  may  be  obferved  on  two  of 
the  gates.  On  the  North-weft  are  faid  to  be  remains  of  an 
amphitheatre,  which  circumftances  prevented  me  from  vifitixig. 

In  the  city  are  the  ruins  of  a  magnificent  Curiay  ereded  in  the 
time  of  Auguftus.  The  architedlure  is  Corinthian,  and  parts 
of  the  infcriptions  are  well  preferved,  complimentary  to  that 
emperor. 

The  ftones  which  form  the  walls  are  durable,  and  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality.  The  city  muft  have  been  ftrong,  being  com- 
manded by  no  adjacent  height.    Market  well  fupplied,  efpecially 

with 
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with  honey  and  excellent  bread.     The  people  are  the  moft  po- 
U(hed  I  have  yet  feen  in  Anatolia. 

The  trade  is  chiefly  in  yarn,  of  which  our  fhalloons  are 
made,  and  their  own  manufacture  of  Angora  fluffs.  Of  the 
latter  I  am  told  they  make  yearly  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thou>» 
fand  pieces,  of  thirty  Stambul  pikes  each,  or  nearly  twenty- two 
yards.  Tlie  breed  of  goats  they  fay  is  on  the  decline.  There 
is  however  a  great  extent  of  country  which  is  capable  of  fup- 
plying  food  to  their  flocks  ;  fo  that  the  number  might  be  eafily 
augmented.  Each  goat  produces  on  an  average  from  two  to 
three  hundred  dratns  annually.  The  hah*  is  taken  from  the 
whole  body,  and  not  the  belly  alone.  They  are  (horn  once  a 
year,  the  fheep  twice.  The  wool  of  the  latter  is  particularly 
fine  and  long.  Of  the  goats*  hair  they  have,  it  is  reported,  made 
ihawls  here,  equal  in  quality  to  the  Kaihmirian,  and  as  wide. 
They  coft  the  maker  one  hundred  piafters  a-piece ;  but  the  ma- 
nufa^urers  were  unable  to  work  flowers  in  them.  They  have 
alfo  made  good  cloth  ;  but  the  fabric  was  abandoned  for  want 
of  encouragement.  A  fpecial  regulation  conftrains  them  to  work 
the  fl^alloons  with  double  thread,  otherwife  they  might  be  made 
much  finer.  The  beft  of  the  Angora  fluffs,  wq;-ked  by  the 
piece,  flands  the  manufa&urer  in  about  feventy  paras  the  pike, 
or  two  thoufand  (=  3I.  los.  or  3L  15s.)  the  piece*  I  fhould  ob- 
fel^fe  that  in  the  manufadure  of  camlets  no  wool  is  ufed.  Wax 
*  ie  exported,  and  la  this  part  of  Anatolia  are  cultivated  large 
quantities  6f  ^ium. 

The 
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The  Angora  cats  are  confined  to  the  fame  diftrid  with  the 
goats.  The  foil  is  a  fine  red  marl ;  but  there  is  no  peculiarity 
fo  flriking  in  the  fite,  foil,  or  air,  as  to  offer  any  probable  induc- 
tion concerning  the  origin  of  thofe  two  remarkable  breeds 
of  animals,  fo  dif&milar  from  thofe  of  other  regions  of  the 
Eafl. 

Angora  is  one  of  the  neateft  cities  I  have  yet  vifited.  The 
flreets  are  paved  with  large  granite,  but  without  foot-paths. 
Wax  is  produced  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  the  value  of  two 
thoufand  piaflers  a  year ;  one  fourth  of  which  quantity  ,is  ge- 
nerally confumed  in  the  city  itfelf.  It  is  furrounded  by  moun- 
tains, but  there  are  numerous  gardens  near  it,  producing  much 
fruity  eipecially  excellent  pears,  which  are  fent  for  prefents  to 
Conflaatinople.  The  efculent  plants  barely  fuffice  for  the  city, 
and  the  corn  is  brought  from  other  places,  the  land  being  em- 
ployed mofl  profitably  in  the  pafturage  of  the  goats. 

On  the  1 6th  of  November  1 797  proceeded  towards  Ifmit  or 
Nikmid,  the  antient  Nicomedia,  a  maritime  town,  diftant  ten 
days.  On  the  firft  day  of  our  route  faw  the  river  of  Angora 
running  north  through  the  plain.  Two  days  after  met  fifty 
camels  laden  with  fuller's  earth  for  the  manufa^urers  of  An- 
gora. The  30th  of  November  obferved  in  the  fide  of  a  hill 
a  moik  beautiful  appearance  of  ilrata,  to  the  number  of  nine 
or  ten  in  the  breadth  of  eight  feet,  the  wideft  of  them  grey 
chalky  ftone,  then  a  wide  one  of  red  earth,  or  marl,  then  nar- 
row ones  of  red  earth  and  chalk  alternately,  each  about  four 
inches  wide  ;  furface  gravel. 

December 
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December  7th,  fet  out  from  Koftabec  three  hom^  before 
fun-rife,  and  did  not  reach  Tourbali  till  about  one  in  the  after* 
noon.  The  general  face  of  the  country  is  a  rocky  foreft  of 
pines  and  oaks.  We  kept  moftly  in  the  valley,  till  half  paft 
nine  in  the  evening,  when  we  afcended  a  very  high  mountain, 
which  we  alio  in  part  defcended  before  we  reached  Tourbali. 
Several  fmall  ftreams  defcend  both  to  the  North  and  the  South ; 
one  in  particular,  forming  the  river  that  runs  by  Angora. 
This  part  of  MoUnt  Olympus  muft  in  courle  be  very  high« 

I  found  grapes  in  almoft  all  the  towns,  after  leaving  Angora^ 
but  thofe  of  Teradl  were  the  beft  I  had  feen  iince  leaving  Da* 
mafcus ;  they  are  white,  and  of  a  fine  flavour,  and  fome  of 
them  of  very  large  fize. 

December  5th,  after  paiOSng  Yeywa,  came  to  a  long  well-built 
bridge  over  the  confiderable  and  rapid  river,  which  difembogues 
into  the  Black  Tea,  called  Sakaria:  a  long  bridge  leads  over  the 
marfhy  lands  to  Jfmtt^  a  large  town,  extended  in  length,  built  on 
the  fide  of  a  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  plain.  The  mountains  near 
it  ac^  lofty,  and  become  vifible  long  before  one  arrives  there. 
Ifmit  is  paved,  but  dirty,  and  built  of  wood.  Moft  of  the 
houfes  have  a  garden  attached  to  them.  The  khan  is  neat,  but 
not  very  large — ^Few  remains  of  antiquity.  A  great  number  of 
Greeks  refides  here. 

On  the  7th  left  Ifmit,  and  after  pafling  along  the  fhore  to  Scu* 
tari,  where  we  arrived  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  proceeded 
immediately  to  Gonftandnople. 

3  H  Some 
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Some  general  remarks  arife  concerning  Anatolia,  formerly 
Afia  Minor.  The  parts  through  which  we  pafled  have  more  of 
the  wild  and  romantic*  than  of  the  cultivated  afped  ;  foil  very 
various,  but  a  deep  clay  is  the  moft  prevailing.  Wheat  and  bar- 
ley, and  the  yellow  durra,  Holcus  Arun^naccus^  form  the  chief, 
if  not  only  products  of  agriculture.  The  whole  is  pervaded  by 
hordes  of  Kurds  and  Turcomans.  Numerous  mendicants.  The 
little  fecurity  there  is  arifes  from  the  fuperior  ferocity  pf  a  few 
Pafhas,  which  allows  of  no  robbery  fave  their  own.  T)ie  do- 
population  is  gradual,  conftant,  and  infallible,  and  indubitably 
arifes  from  the  extreme  badnefs  of  the  government,  than  which 
nothing  more  wretched  can  well  be  conceived^ 

^  Throughout  Syria  and  Anatolia  is  eftabliflied.a  k^id  of  toUs  c^Ifd  gffof^^ 
demanded  under  pretence  of  keeping  up  the  road8»  and  freeing  them  from  rob* 
bers.  A  fixed  fum  is  exa£led  from  all  Chriiftians ;  and  even  an  European, 
though  furniflied  with  a  travelling  firman,  often  find«  it  difficult  to  avoid  pajine 
them.    Mohammedans  pay  what  they  pleafe,  or  even  nothing. 

In  Syria  thefe  tolls  are  of  no  apparent  ufe ;  the  demand  is  fomewhat  con* 
fiderable,  the  roads  are  not  repaired,  and  there  is  no  defence  but  immemorial 
cufiom.  In  Anatolia,  where  there  are  woods,  fome  refponfibility  is  attached 
to  the  office  of  toll-gatherer,  in  cafe  a  travelkr  is  robbed ;  and  tl^e  fum  paid  is 
more  reafonable* 
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CHAP.    XXVIII. 

Obfervdtions  at  Conjtantinoplc — Pa/wan  Oglo-^CbaraSfer  of  the 
prefent  Sultan — State  of  learning — Public  libraries — Turki/b 
tajle — Coals — Greek  printing-boufe — Navy-^Return  to  Eng^ 
land. 

W  H  £  N  I  arrived  at  Conftandnople  there  was  a  confiderable 
alarm  raifed  by  the  progrefs  of  the  arms  of  Pqpwdn  Oglo^  Fafha 
of  Widdin.  Originally  Aga  of  that  city,  that  is,  chief  of  the  Ja* 
nizaries  and  commandant,  he  formed  a  powerful  oppofitionto  the 
Paiha,  confiding  of  many  rich  and  eminent  inhabitants,  who  were 
diflatisfied  with  the  Paflia's  condu£t«  By  numerous  intrigues  and 
difputes  the  latter  was  gradually  deprived  of  his  authority,  and 
Pafwan  Oglo  ufurped  his  place.  After  the  laft  Ruffian  war,  the 
Porte  being  much  in  want  of  money,  had  recourfe  to  new  and 
unpopular  meafures  of  finance.  Taxes  were  for  the  firfl  time 
impofed  on  articles  of  confumption,  as  grain  and  wine.  Paf- 
wan availed  himfelf  of  the  difcontents  occafioned  by  thefe  impo- 
fitions,  and  as  his  power  increafed  boafled  that  he  would  corred 
fuch  abufes. 

The  Porte,  following  its  ufual  policy  of  rewarding  where  it 
cannot  punifh,  of  decorating  the  head  which  it  wifhes  to  ftrike 

3  u  2  off, 
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off,  confirmed  Pafwan  in  the  Paflialik.  His  military  force  at 
firft  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  thoufand,  but,  by  the  influx  of 
the  difcontented,  was  now  fwellcd  to  fifteen  thoufand  or  more, 
of  enthufiaftic  and  determined  followers.  Moft  of  them  con- 
fided of  the  Janizaries  on  that  fide  of  Romelia,  who  were  ex- 
tremely diflfatisfied  at  having  pafTed  unrewarded  after  the  bril- 
liant a&ions  they  had  performed  againft  the  Auflrian  arms^ 
and  at  the  encouragement  given  to  the  recently  eflablifhed  corps 
of  Fufileers,  an  innovation  which  flung  their  ancient  prejudices^ 

The  Aga  of  the  Janizaries  at  Conflantinc^le,^  being  confulted 
on  the  fuppreflion  of  the  rebellion,  gave  his  opinion,  that  there 
was  danger  left  the  Janizaries  fhould  go  over  to  their  brethren. 
The  Diwan  afTembled  in  great  perplexity,  all  were  irrefolute, 
till  the  Capitan-pafha,  HufTein,  faid,  ^^  Nothing  can  be  more 
eafy  than  to  crulh  this^  rebel."  The  members  inftantly  retorted, 
that  if  it  were  fo  eafy,  why  not  undertake  that  duty  himfelf# 
Huffein  exclaimed,  ^^  Only  give  me  the  means,  and  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  conduct  them  !"  He  was  in  confequence  appointed, 
and  abundant  fupplies  of  men  and  money  were  afligned.  la- 
flead  of  Janizaries,  the  Timariots  or  feudal  troops  of  Afta  were 
fummoned.  Before  I  left  Turkey  a  flight  fkirmifh  had  taken 
place.  The  troops  which  marched  againfl  Widdin  were  computed 
at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand.  Pafwin  Oglo,  unable  to  meet 
fuch  a  multitude  in  the  field,  was  contented  to  defend  Widdtn« 
His  fuccefs  and  further  progrefs  are  fufficiently  known. 

A  new  inflitution  had  been  recently  ordained  by  the  reigning 
Sultan.     Perceiving  that  his  troops  had  been  unable  to  oppofe 

thofe 
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dfeofe  of  Ruflia,  he  had,  with  the  affiftanct  of  the  French,  who 
fiipplied  notx-commiflioned  officers  to  inftrudl  them,  founded  a 
(^ular  corps  of  iofanuy,  confiding  of  about  one  thoufand.  They 
were  clothed  in  a  tighter  drefs,  and  their  arms^*  fupplied  by  go- 
vernment. The  French  have  alfo  affifted  the  Turks  in  calling: 
a  great  number  oC.brafs  field-pieces  and  battering  cannon ;  nor 
are  they  without  fome  flying  artillery. 

•  •  •    r 

>  -r  ' 

* 

The  prefent  Sultan  is  not  deficient  in  difcemment^  or  warm 
wifiies  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  his  people ;  but  through  the. 
ufual  imperfeftion  of  his  education,  he  is  die  Have  of  his  own* 
knpetuofity,  and  a  ftranger  to  the  recefles  of  the  human  heart; 

«  •  •  .  • 

His^  motives  are  generally  right,  but  the  means,  oppofed  by  po^ 
pular  prejudices,  are  often  ineflleftual.. 


Sultan  SeKm,  afler  cOrre£ting  the  police  of  the  capitaF,  turned' 
his  beneficent  views  to  the  encouragement  of  learning  among 
his  fubjeds.   He  has  revived  the  mathematical  fchool,  in  which, 

however,  fmall  progrefs  had  been  made ;  his  ignorance  of  the 

•  '  •  «        • 

world  leading  him  to- think  that  his  orders  can  form- minds,  and' 
that  a  penfion  confers  capacity.  He  has  reftored  the  printing 
office,  and  a-  new  Arabic  type  was  cafting  by  an  ingenious  Ar-- 
menian.  But  whether  the  improvement  of  the  type  may  con- 
tribute to  the  difllufion  of  folid  knowlege  among  the  Turks,  may 
fairly  be  queftioned.  The  firfi:  book  ordered  to  be  printed  was 
a  Perfian  di&ionary;  An  engraver  on  copper  is  alfo  fettled 
here,  the  fubjeds  are  die  armillary  fphere,  fome  plans  of  forti- 
fication, the  box-compafs,  and  the  like. 

*  Muflcet  and  bayonet.. 

The 
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The  Turks  afe  Mtiiirkabie  for  hilf-me^fures»  la  the  matliai^' 
matkal  and  fnarine  fchool,  i  fdbftantifa}  and  cddin:M:)dtotis  build* 
ing,  they  are  furnifhed  with  every  tJiiag— except  inftnttiettts^ 
and  books  ;.  the  clafs  fmall  or  noiie ;  but  the  end  of  the  iufti--' 
tution  is  c^onfidered  as  <:ompletely  atifweft'ed,  as  there  aift  ptofeP 

for^  who  meet  atid  fmoke  their  pipes  together. 

»  • 

■  • 

There  are  feveral  Kuttub-cbans^  or  public  libraries,  among 
which  the  principal  are  thofe  of  St.  Sophia  and  the  Solimanie 
Jamafy  ;  but  none  fo  elegant  as  that  built  by  Raghib  Paiha,  ficMr- 
merly  Grand  Wizir%    The  magnificent  inftitutions  of  this  ^eat 
man  being  envied  by  the  Sultan  of  the  day, .  his  head  was  the 
forfeit  of  fais^  virtues.     This  library  is  an  infulated  building,  in 
the  middle  of  a  fquare  court,.  <;0nfifling  entirely  of  m»ble,  and 
very  neat  and  convenient.     A  large  tomb,  decorated  with  ^It 
brafs,  in  which.  Rafliib  Paiha  is  buried,  £pnns  the  centre  of  the 
library.     Aroimd  are  numerous  books,  on  all  fubjje&s^  chiefly 
as  ufual  theology;  convenient,  feats  and  elegant  carpets  and 
cufhions  for  the  readers.     A  librarian  conftantly  fittends.     The 
light  is  well  difjpofed,  and  the  place  perfe&ly  quiet ;  iq  that  I 
have  no  where  feen  a  building  or  infti tution  more  complete  of 
the  kind.     The  apartment  is  raifed  above  the  ground  by  feven 
or  eight  eafy  fteps*      Fronting  the  ftreet  there  is  a  fchool, 
founded  by  the  fame  Palha^    It  is  a  convenient  room,  of  thirty- 
five  feet  long  and  proportionate  width,  where  about  an  hundred 
boys  ar^  taught  ta  read  and  write,  and  the  more  Ample  part"  of 
their  theology.     There  is- only  one  clafs,  which  attends  every 
day  for  two  hours  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the  afternoon. 

I  met 


>  • 
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I  met  widi  a  Mohamnvedan^  a  hatiTe'of  ^o/i^  \rho  under^ 
ftood  the  firft  fix  books  of  Euclid.  A  young  Engliihman,  who 
has  embraced  Iflamifm,  and  is  lately  elhiblifhed  at  Conftan* 
tinople^  had  tranflated  Euclid  into  Turkiih,  and  publifhed  an 
jUfaroQomical  ephemeris. '  *  Having  received  fome  encourage- 
ment, he  was  proceeding  to  read,  lectures  on  mathematical 
fubjeds.  Many  fcribes  are  found  here  who  write  elegantly  and 
corredly. 

The  national  tafte  does  not  feem  rapidly  to  improve.  One 
of  the  Sultanas,  lifters  oif  the  monarch,  haa  not  long  fmce  built 
a  villa  on  the  Bofphorus,  h^f  in  the'Eusopean  ftyle,  half  in  tht 

_  •  •         ♦ 

Chinefe. 


*    ^ 


I  . 


There  is  a  confiderable  market  for  books,  contsdhidg  many 
fiiops,  well  fupplied. 

»  J     :  1 

,  Sciata  of  Qoals  are  fpoad  at  abootifoiiitr  houxs  diftaac/e  op  tlif 
European  iide^  An  officer  ib- the  fervice  of  tb^  Porte  inf0ri|ie4 
me  that  he  had  at  £rft  obt^oed  the  cxclnfive  right  (^  working 
them.  He  fent  them  to  the  Crimea. .  Since  that  time  bettef 
coals  having  been  found  in  that  country,  and.  the  right  of 
worUng  them  having  been  foon  afterwards  taken  from  him,  the 
mine  was  negledied,  and  theti  difcontinued.  It  was  difficult  to 
work  on  account  of  the  fandy  f6il  which  fell  in.  He  fiud  he 
could  fell  them  at  Coaftantinople^  for  a  para  the  oke. . 

Went  to  a  Greek  printing-houfe  conduced  by  an  Armenian. 
They  were  printing  a  fmall  exhortation  in  the  Greek  language, 

written 


424  TRAVELS    IN    AFRICA, 

written  by  Anthimus,  Patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  againft  the  pre- 
vailing tenets  of  Deifm  and  Atheifm*  They  throw  off  ibout  a 
thoufand  fheets  a  day* 

The  navy  has  of  late  been  greatly  improved  by  lie  Brun  and 
other  French  ihip-builders.  On  the  ad  of  April  1798  .theie 
were  eight  ihips  of  war  at  anchor  in  the  Bofphorus ;  thuee 
feventy-fours,  four  fifties,  one  forty.  The  whole  navy.amounts 
to  fifteen  ihips,  fit  for  fervice,  and  of  confiderable  force. 

■     t 

m  • 

The  Turkifh  women,  in  fine  weather,  ape  the  European 
cuftom  of  taking  the  air  in  thdir  carriages;  in  a  gr^at  fquare  % 
but  they  are  concealed  in  fmall  latticed  waggons,  and  veiled* 
They  thus  lofe  the  befl  part  of  the  difplay,  *^  the  mighty  plea* 
fure  of  being  feen.'* 

I  ihall  clofe  my  remarks  on  Conflantinople  with  obferving, 
that  the  country  between  it  and  Adriaaople  is  completely  piain^ 
and  that  the  capital  is,  on  the  land  fide,  incapable  of  any  defence 
againft  a  iddorious  army*  The  uncertainty  of  the  winds  and 
channels  join  with  the  forts  to  defend  the  other  fide  from  any 
fudden  aflaiilt.  , 

Proceeding  through  Wallachia  to  Vienna,  Prague,  Drefden, 
Leii^c,  Potfdam,  Berlin,  and  Hamburg,  I  arrived  in  London 
on  the  1 6th  of  September,  1798,  after  an  abfence  of  nearly 
fbven  years. 
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CHAP.      XXIX. 


Comparative  view  qf  life  ^nd  bappinefi  in  the  Eqft  and  in 

Europe. 


Et  qui  plus  tji^  ilmejemble  que  je  n*ay  rencontre  guere  de 


manieres^  qui  ne  vaillent  les  nq/ires. .   MoNTAiONKt 


« .  •  •  •  A 


X. HE,  great  cpntraft. which. is  obfervable  between  the  manners* 
and   pqrfonal  .chara^t^r.  rf  the  Orientals  and -Europeans,,  in* 
fbnfibly  leads  to  a  ^omparifon  of  its  refult  in  fociety.   .  The 
charad:er  of  every  nation  merits  the  attention  of  the  philo- 
fopher ;   and  the  lefs  that  nation  refembles  ourfelves,  the  more 
its  diftinguiihing  features  require  our  invefligation, 

.     '  ■     .-      '       ,       '    ,    •  •    .  ...... 

While  vaxiity  inftigates  us  to  cldm  an  undifputed  fuperiority^ 
experience  often  coqipels,  us  to  doubt  the  validity  of  the  fen-* 
tpncd  on  which  we  infift.  We  are;  fearful  of  being  reduced  to 
acknowlege,  that  the  labour,"  the  thopght^  the .  agitation  which 
have  place  among  us,  often  augment  not  the  happinefs  of  the 
individual,  and  are  of  dptfbtful  utiUty  to  the  colle^ive  body, 
^t.  is  not  however  dcdgbed  to  i&Hft  Oh  apy  fuch  conceffion;; 
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and  only  a  few  confiderations  ihall  be  offered  in  the  order  that 
they  arife. 

Animo  fatis  hasc  veftigia  parva  fagad 


Sunt,  per  quae  poffis  cognofcere  caetera  tute. 

Lucretius. 

Impatience,  adivity,  and  fanguine  hope,  are  habits  of 
an  European.  By  education  his  imagination  is  exalted 
and  his  ideas  are  muhiplied.  By  reading,  and  frequent 
intercourfe  with  foreigners,  he  is  enabled  to  prefent  to 
himfelf  the  ftate  of  diftant  times  and  remote  nations. 
Their  knowlege,  their  arts,  their  pleafures  become  familiar  to 
him ;  and,  from  a  fixed  principle  of  the  human  mind,  the 
lively  idea  of  all  thefe  advantages  generates  the  hope  of  appro- 
priating them.  His  firft  atteoipt  is  haply  crowned  with  fucceft, 
and  he  is  thus  Simulated  to  farther  efibrt :  but  as  the  bounds 

■  r 

fixed  to  his  attainments  are  fei&oved  the  faithet  he  advances, 
and  improvement  is  infinite,  his  ultim^t^  dilappointment  is 
inevitable,  and  it  is  felt  with  a  poignancy  proportioned  to  the 
confidence  of  his  firft  hopes. 

The  habits  of  the  Oriental,  on  the  contrary,  are  indolence, 
gtavity,  patteilice.  Hi^  ideas  ^  are  few  in  number ;  and  his 
fentiments  in.  eourfe  equally  rare.  They.are,^  howeter,  ge&e^ 
rdly  coiredt^  fpringing  ftom  the  objeSs  around  him,  tind  £» 
the  mbft  j;>art  limked  to  thbfe  obje£ls« 

A  <ihief  I2&ure  of  tlkU  cdMri^,  muft  be  die  node  of  edacatibn 
ki  etch  c<Mntnutiity.    £duCfrtloQ  Oioui^  b«  (ttv  4ffi  of  ^formin^ 

« 

i  ".  man 
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man  on  tbe  principles  of  nature  i  by  dije  attention  to  her  un- 
erriag  piogn^S|  00  ady^nt^g^  of  U&  q^n  remain  unimprovedi 
and  DO  duty  can  be  mifunderftopd*  But  in  no  nation  with 
WhoTe  liiftory  we  are  acquainted,  h^s  fpch  a  fyftem  bpeo 
eftablifhed.  Almoft  every  pne  forms  its  diifciples  on  the  ns^^ 
row  views  of  that  commumty,  .and  nature  i^  diilorted  and 
patalifed  by.  authority. 

The  leading  fault  of  educaf^pti  jb  che  various  parts  of  the 
Turkifli  empire,  originates  m  tJue  prevailing  fiiperiiitipn.  Whpc^ 
ever  this  does  not  opecate,  the  pra^dice  {s  fuiSiciently  rationaJL 

The  children  of  the.  Arabs  early  attain  th^e  chajr^^r  of  avuju 
hood.  A  grav^  demeanour,  fortitude  in  fitSerkig,  refpeO;  fp^ 
age,  filial  affedtion,  contempt  for  frivolous  amufemeqts,  frii** 
gality,  temperance,  hofpitality,  are  taught  in  the  eafieft  and 
iBoft  effe^ual  manner — ^by  example ;  •  and  where  there  is  leaft 
|pi?oba|^ility  of  counter-inftrajQion — ^in  the  hoyfe  of  the  father. 

They  are  early  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  women,  and  fent 
to  fludy  the  Korap ;  Zgfi  ^piployment  which  indeed  has  only 
ihe  negative  advantage  of  frying  a  portion  of  their  ^me  from 
pofiitive  idlenefsf  .  As  they  advance  towards  maturity^  little 
coercion  k  employed,  but  no  inci^tement  is  adoxiniftered  t6 
jecror.  The  father  gradually  accuftoms  himfelf  .to  tceat  his  fon 
ign  the  footing  of  an  equal^  who,  on  the  other  hand,  feldom 
forgets  the  sefpeiQ;  whicjh  ifi  not  imperioufly  e?:a^ed. 
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The  drefs  of  children  is  free  from  ligatures,  their  diet  iunplie, 
and  they  are  accuftomed  to  yariations  of  feafon,  and  enured  to 
fatigue*  Tliefe  are  a  part  of  the  advantages  of  Oriental  edu- 
cation. Among  its  more  ferious  inconveniences  may  be 
enumerated,  an  exceflive  credulity,  the  offspring  of  profound 
ignorance,  and  a  keennefs  bordering  on  dilhonefty  and  falfhood* 
It  is  not  eafy  to  gain  knowlege  which  is  not  fought.  The  boy 
refpe£ts  his  father,  and  the  fummit  of  his  ambition  is  to  imitate 
hia  fire.  The  parent  is  guided  chiefly  by  the  refle£don,'how  far 
he  may  extend  his  purfuit  of  gain  with  impunity ;  of  courfe  a 
very  refined  morality  is  not  to  be  expeded  from  the  font 
Happinefs  once  confined  to  the  fmall  circle  of  a  family,  little 
anxiety  remains  for  the  world  at  large.  Hence  the  faintnefs 
of  the  conception  of  a  community,  and  the  duties  arifing 
from  it. 

In  Europe,  education  is  the  art  of  moulding  the  foul  to  the 
times  ;  and  the  preceptor  is  commonly  fuccefsful  in  conveying 
the  inftrudion,  of  which  experience  has  taught  him  the  advan- 
tage, and  which  he  is  no  ftranger  to  the  mode  of  applying. 
Advancement  is  the  objedl;  and  to  obtain  it  aftivity  is  re- 
quired. This  end  is  gained ;  but  in  the  art  of  dire^ng  the 
jpowers  of  his  mind  to  the  attainment  of  his  own  happinefs, 
or  to  the  public  utility,  or  of  preferving  his  body  fane  and 
vigorous,  the  man  remains  ftill  a  child ;  and  thus  the  true  ob- 
je£t  of  education  is  fruftrated.  We  have  on  this  head  then,  at 
would  feem,  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  our  fupcriority. 

^  The 
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The  diftiiifflive  charader  of  a  nation  is  not  to  be  fought  in 
great  cities.  The  manners  of  thefe  reciprocally  approximate* 
In  that  part  of  Egypt  where  the  character  of  women  is  unfo- 
phifticated  by  mixture,  however  ftrong  their  paflions,  they  are 
not  unchafte.  This  perhaps  proceeds  more  from  the  influence 
of  public  opinion,  than  the  fandions  of  municipal  law. 

Among  the  people,  as  they  are  to  take  part  in  domeftic 
duties,  their  education  is  bounded  by  the  ufeful.  Among  the 
opuknt  it  extends  to  the  ornamental,  and  many  females  in 
Kahira  are  taught  to  read  and  write.  Inftead  of  compkuning 
of  their  feclufion  as  an  injury,  they  may  fometimes  be  ob- 
ferved  tenacious  of  it  as  a  mark  of  refped.  That  feclufion,. 
though  originating  in  the  real  or  fuppofed  licentioufnefs  of  the 
fex,  is,  at  this  time^  far  from  being  the  effed  of  individual 
jealoufy,  but  by  long  adoption,  become  a  part  of  hien-feance. 
"  I  confented  to  become  your  wife,"  faid  a  woman  to  her 
hufband,  in  my  hearing,  ^^  that  I  might  be  veiled  or  private^ 
mqfture^  and  remain  tranquil  in  my  family ;  not  to  be  fent  to 
die  market,  to  meet  the  eyea  o£  cbalk^illab^  all  the  world." 

This  feclufion  of  women  has  an  important  eflfed  in  fociety ;, 
and  the  Orientals  are  accordingly,  as  has  often  been  remarked^, 
in  a  great  degree  ftrangera  to  the  paflion  of  love.  It  is  thought 
indecent  in  company  to  fpeak  much  of  women,  and  no  man 
would  venture  to'declare,  that  he  had  a  preference  for  a  parti- 
cular woman,  or  intended  to  marry  her. 

Social 
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Social  intercourfe  is  thus  rendered  lefs  vivacious  aad  amufingy 
but  numberlefs  inquietudes  are  avoided.  They  who  affiraii 
however,  that  nothing  is  fought  from  women,  among  th( 
people  of  the  Eaft,  but  fenfual  gratification!  feem  to  err.  Why 
ihould  a  man,  by  having  feveral  women,  necefTarily  become 
infenfible  to  what  is  amiable  or  eftimable  in  any  individual 
among  them  ?  Or  is  individual  charader  rendered  abfolutely 
indiftind:  by  their  being  aflbciated. together? 

They  are  equally  in  error  who  aflert,  that  womuen  in  the 
£aft  aire  flaves.  Perhaps  it  might  correAly  be  faid  that  thcf 
are  treated  as  children ;  but^  fuppofing  this  to  be  true,  do  not 
tendemefs  and  a&^on  operate  towards  children  i 

They  hold  not  the  fame  rank  as  in  Europe ;  and  if  th^y 
did)  the  intrigues  carried  on  in  the  harcm^  would  render  thek 
hufbands  and  themielves  miferable.  In  their  prefent  ftate, 
accidents  of  this  kind  ate  not  without  ill  efie^e,  but,  in  genera], 
ierve  rather  to  minifter  a  caufe  of  diverfion^  than  to  produce  any 
very  ferious  evil.  Of  courfe  they  give  much  lefs  -difiurbance 
than  in  Europe. 

The  fpirit  of  Chivalry,  foftered  by  the  Crufades,  changed> 
in  the  heated  imagination  of  the  youthful  hero,  the  lovely 
objed  of  his  defires,  into  a  deity  that  was  to  be  adored.  The 
vifible  nature  of  the  divinity  fanned  the  flame  of  devotion; 
Whether  the  fair  benignly  fmiled,  or  fcornfuUy  averted  her 
countenance  from  the  humble  votary,  her  perfections  were 
equally  the  fubjedt  of  his  eulogies,  and  her  will  of  his  propitia- 
tion* 
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fion.  But  all  his  ferrices  were  fublimely  difinterefted,  and 
trere  to  remain  without  hope  of  remuneration,  till  giants  ihould 
be  immolated  to  her  perfedions,  and  widows  and  orphans  chaunt 
forth  in  her  prefence  the  praifes  of  their  generous  deliverer, 

Thefe  chafte  amours,  in  which  all  was  elevated,  and  all  ex- 
quifitely  unnatural,  according  to  modern  ideis,  were  yet  the 
foundation  of  the  rank  women  hold  in  modern  Europe,  iTiis 
fyftem,  forced  and  contrary  to  nature,  could  not  long  have 
place,  and  perhaps  the  fex  itfelf  grew  fatiated  with  the  frigid 
adulation  of  diftant  votaries,  however  flattering  to  its  vanity, 
A  more  licentious  gallantry  then  took  plate,  and  the  charm 
Was  quickly  dijQTolved,  The  intercourfe  between  the  fexes  being 
at  length  reduced  to  the  limple  gratification  of  the  fenfual  de- 
fire,  ibciety  was  almoft  in  the  fame  (late  in  the  Weft,  as  in  the 
Eaft,  at  the  period  when  the  feclufion  of  females  JSrft  took 

•  •  •  - 

place. 

But  the  Europeans  adopted  a  diflferent  plan.  They  either 
defpifed  the  fecurity  of  bolts  and  bars  as  ineffectual,  or  too 
much  of  their  former  refpei^  yet  remained  to  allow  the  attempt. 
The  fex  at  length  wearied,  but  not  fatiated  with  fimple  fenfu- 
aiity,  whs  governed  in  the  choice  of  its  indulgences  by  caprice  j 
and  the  men  were  ftudioufly  employed  to  attract  the  seillades  of 
their  miftrefles,  and  to  chain  this  fickle  ffcntiment,  by  varied 
foppery  and  grimace.  Hence  the  romantic  tales  of  our  novels, 
hence  the  inconfequential  condud:  of  their  heroes,  and  hence 
the  agitations  of  our  focieties,  at  which  the  Orientals  would 
fmile.  ' 

It 
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It  is  not  faid,  that  the  miferies  and  violent  diflenfions  which 
exift  in  families,  refult  from  the  rank  females  hold  in  European 
fociety.  Eternal  litigations,  and  all  the  confufion  of  fevere 
laws  and  loofe  morals  are  not  attributed  to  that  caufe.  It  is 
only  hinted  that  thefe  evils  are  coetaneous  with  that  ftate  of 
fociety,  and  that  the  pure  inflitution  of  matrimony  may  be 
enforced  by  the  commanding  voice  of  religion,  and  fandlioned 
by  municipal  law,  yet  thofe  evils  may  remain  without  a 
remedy. 

The  young  of  each  fex  are,  in  Europe,  brought  together, 
and  taught  to  attach  themfelves  to  each  other :  but  interdi£t;ed 
from  uniting,  unlefs  equal  in  ratik,  fortune,  &c.  >  Paflionr 
however  is  ftrongeft  at  an  early  age,  when  the  reafon  which 
ihould  guide  it  is  weakeft.  But  the  public  inftitutions  eternize 
the  punifhment  of  a  momentary  folly.  Parental  authority,  at 
other  times,  interferes,  and  pretending  only  folicitude  for  the. 
child's  happinefs,  renders  both  the  parent  and  the  offspring 
miferable. 

The  hufband  is  vain  of  exhibiting  in  public  his  admired 
bride.  From  familiarities  with  a  variety  of  men  which,  by  being 
public,  are  authorized,  ihe  is  induced  to  try  them  in  private. 
The  man  becomes  unhappy  and  ridiculous,  the  wife  difgraced^ 
and  the  lover  impoverifhed.  Little  or  nothing  of  this  is  known, 
in  the  Eaft. 

* 

Another  ftriking  diffimilitude  between  the  Europeans  and 
Orientals  is  obfervable  in  the  number  and  quality  of  their 

refpedive 
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Tprpi^Tft  laiws^  «nd  tbe  adminiftrsitioa  of  pubUc  juftice. 
Tltf>v£^  A  mukkude  of  commentaries  hats  been  written  on  the 
iitnple.  ttMucims  cQ&tained  in  the  Komn,  applying  them  to  the 
particular  cafes  which  occur  in  fociety^  the  wfaple  £UIs  £sr  fliort, 
in  point  of  extent,  of  the  moft  fimple  fyftems  of  jurifprudence 
wiidb  which  "we  aire  accpiainted.  The  fingle  circumftaoee  of 
leach  man  being  adrocstite  in  his  pwn  caufe,  contrads  all  judid^ 
proceedings  to  aixBall  cQnq>af8,  and,  whether  juQly  or  unjuMy, 
idl  legal  di^^es  are  ipaedily  Serminated.  So  that  no  man  eati 
rbequeach  to  his  family  the  inhf  rkance  of  judicial  rain. 

It  will  no  doubt  foe  thought,  that  the  corrupt  charader  of 
judges,  and  the  fale  of  their  decrees,  are  evils  for  which  no 
advantages  can  compenfirte ;  and  here,  at  leaft,  it  may  be  urged, 
that  in  £urope  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  more  equal,  and 
the  right  is  not  generally  to  be  fhaken  by  a  bribe. 

On  the  other  hand,  whatever  may  1>e  the  integrity  of  the 
judges  in  their  decifions,  the  length  and  delay  of  the  pro- 
ceedings is  fufficietit  to  re-produce  all  the  evils  whidi  are 
thoiight  to  be  obviated  by  the  abfence  of  judicial  corruption. 
If  one  of  the  parties  be  poor  and  the  other  rich,  the  latter 
commonly  has  the  option  of  ruining  the  former  by  throwing 
impediments  in  the  way  of  a  decifion ;  and  it  is  of  little  im- 
portance to  a  man  to  know  that  he  is  ultimately  victorious, 
when  his  property  is  already  confumed,  ere  the  caufe  draw  near 
Its  termination. 


3^^ 


But 
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But  independently  of  the  immenfe  expenfe  of  a  procefs  in 
moft  countries  of  Europe,  the  anxiety  and  fufpenfe  while  it  is 
depending,  tend  to  lefTeh  the  happinefs  of  fociety,  and  are,  by 
.  their  frequency,  ferioiis  evils. 

^       .      .  .  .     .  i    * 

Domeftic  manners  furniih.a  more  minute,  but  not  unim* 
portant  contrail.  In  receiving  ftrangers  at  his  hoiife  and  when 
.they  leave  it,  the  Oriental  teftifies  no  great  emotioii.  The 
:vi(itor  is  welcomed  rather  by  a&ions  than  words.  An  Arab 
or  Turk,  having  once  accorded  protection,  which  he  does  with 
a  kind  of  diftance  and  hauteur,  never  afterwards  withdraws  it, 
and  his  word  may  be  relied  on.  -  In  vifiting, .  as  is  well  known, 
the  common  but  abfiurd  pradice,-  which  obtains  among  our- 
felves,  of  urging  thofe  to  ftay  lopger,  of  whofe  company  one 
is  already  tired,  is  obviated  by  the  iimple  life  oif  a  little  fcented 
wood  in  a  cenfer. 

In  their  communications  every  thing  tends  rather  to  tran* 
quillize  the  mind,  than  to  excite  the  paflions.  .  The  quarrels  of 
the  mere  mob,  indeed,  evaporate  in  idle  vociferation ;  but 
among  perfons  of  any  breeding,  the  voice  is  fcarcely  ever 
raifed  above  its  ordinary  tone. 

The  greateft  number  of  menials  in  a  family  (and  in  the  Eaft 
they  are  very  numerous)  occafions  no  confufion.  All  is  con- 
duced in  filence  and. order.  All  fuch  directions  as  are  in  the 
common  routine  of  affairs,  are  given  by  figns,  and  areinftantly 
underftood;   not  from  pride,  or  as  implying  the  vaft  diftance 

between 
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bet\^eea  maft^r  :and^  (^ant,  but  principally  to  aroad  aU  cqui^ 
voquc^' y^l^ti  pezfot^^  x^.ysiriQus  de&ription^  are  prtHbat^  and^ 
by  making  fecrefy  a  uniform  habit,  to  avoid  all  fuipibion  from 
the  adoption  of  myftery  in  giving  orders  before  company, 
whch^nyr  thing  lis  to  be  (lud  v^hich  it  is  not  intended  that  com- 
pany fhQuld  bean  . 

'.  The  ingenuity  of  man  in  contriving  his  own  unhappineiisi 
is  in  no  part  of  the  world  more  confpicuoiis  than  in  Europe^ 
Our  mutual  intercourfe  is  lb  befet  with  forms,  that  it 'becomes 
doubtful  whether  it  be  a  good  or  an  evil ;.  and  the  indbridua!, 
iiot.  uhfrequehdy^  leaves  a  company  diflatisfied  that  jbe  ever 
entered  ipto.  it.;  Hence  a  continued  defire  of  changing  place 
ttod  fonmrig  new  acquaintance. 

r»r»r  •  ••  1  » 

•  '       "•  '  .  I         #*  I 

Whenever  a  number  of  perfons  meet  together,  eating  and 
drinking  feem  to  be  a  neceflary  bond  of  union ;  and  they  often 
do  iifot.fciparate  without  that  kind  of^feftivity  which^  impairs 
the  health  of ^each,  and  creates  di^ejii^Cfi^,  as  it  were,  by. its 

* 

mechanical  operation.  The  fole  benefit, which  refiilts  from  the 
focial  meals  of  the  Arabs,  is  to  us  entirely  unknown. — ^No  man 
thinks  himfelf)  incapacitated  from  injuring  his  neighbomr,  in 
confequence  of  haying  divided  with  him  a  loaf  of  bread,  and 
a  litde  fait,  at  the  convivial  board. 

/#-  •  >  *         • 

In  the  Eaft  focial  intercourfe  is  lefs  artificial,  and  left  ham* 
pered  with  rules.^  It  is  maint^uned  with  more  complacenpyi 
and  relinquifhed,  not  without  hope  of  renewal.  We  too  have 
now  indeed  abandoned  a  part  of  its  more  inconvenient  formali- 
'"     .'.'...  3  K  2  ties; 


lA^ 
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iies ;  but  fome  of  its  opprcffive  md  dtfpotic  law§  coudntie 
tf naktf  ed.  The  exterior  m^y  be  changed }  but  the  fobftance 
isideDtical* 

In  the  Eaft,  they  who  are  guiky  of  excefs  in  drinking  bury 
their  inebriation  in  the  gloom  of  their  clofet.  By  riiis^  preicnt 
difturbance,  and  future  ill  example  are  equally  obviated,  what- 
ever may  be  the  ill  confequence  to  the  wretched  viftitti  of 
intemperance*  Of  excefs  in  eating  there  are  few  examples  j 
for  their  longeft  meals,  even  when  a  feries  of  difhes  ia  prefented^ 
as  at  the  tables  of  a  Pafha  or  a  Bey,  are  terminated  in  a  fisw 
minutes.  The  moderation  and  temperance  of  diet  indeed 
tht6ughout  the  Baft  are  matters  of  high  praife ;.  apid,  whether 
virtues  of  climate,  habit,  or  refledlion^  merit  imitation  among 
ourfelves.  The  reward  is  prefent,  uninterrupted  health  and 
ttanquilllty  of  mind. 

If  the  multitude  of  wants  conftitute  human  inquietude,  it 

» 

muft  be  remembered  how  much  of  what  to  us  is  indifpenfaUe 
is,  to  them,  as  if  it  had  never  been. 

With  them  foclety  is  rendered  tranquil  and  eafy  by  mutual 
forbearance ;  with  us  it  is  Vexed  with  the  nceeflSty  of  mutual 
adulation. — In  the  one  region  each  man  fets  a  £ihion  to  him- 
felf,  in  the  other  all  the  conftituent  parts  are  wearied  with 
ferving  an  idol  that  the  collective  body  alone  has  fet  up.  *  Each 
(lands  bareheaded  from  refped  to  the  other,  t^hen  both  might 

remain  coveted  without  inconvenience  to  either. 

* 

Politenefs 
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Politefie(8  189  with  the  one,  an  eafy  compliance,  with  which 
jdl  are  fadsfied ;  with  the  other,  it  is  a  difficult  effort,  firom  the 
pradice  and  the  experience  of  which  the  parties  mutually 
retire  difcontented. 

The  faihions  to  which  we  are  flaves,  are  indeed  many  of 
them  £0  little  founded  in  reafon,  that  one  is  fometimes  diipofed 
to  confider  them  as  imagined  by  the  indolent  and  reftlefs,  ta 
occupy  the  thoughts  and  time  of  thofe  who  have  no  better 
employment;  or  invented,  like  certain  dogmas,  to  fhew  the 
merit  of  implicit  credence.  A  certain  drefs  is  to  be  worn,  a 
certain  eftablifliment  kept  up,  under  pain  of  indelible  igno-i 
miny;  and  the  man  whofe  ckcumftances  difable  him  from 
complying  with  this  terrific  mandate,  with  timid  irrefolution 
his  head. 


- '  See  the  European  in  converfiition,  even  amcmg  h}s  equals,  he 
is  not  fo  iblicitous  to  exprc6  fuch  thoughts  as  rife  in  his  mind, 
as  to  find  fome  employment  for  hb  tongue.  It  is  not  to  give 
utterance  to  what  naturally  occurs,  but  that  .converfation  may, 
be  kept  up^  that  all  are  anxious.  Garrulities,  and  mifconcep- 
tions  are  civilly  uttered  for  arguments ;  ^^nd  the  abortions  of 
fancy  and  caprice,  hold  the  place  of  the  ikne  offspring  of 
judgment  and  refledion.  Yet  we  lau^  at  them  for  ufing  fliort 
and  few  phrafes,  [pbrafa  couries  et.  tares ^  as  Volney  defcribes, 
them,.)  when  they  have  nothing  to  fay ! 

.  It  is  >/^ith  them  however  neither  ridiculous  nor  irkfome  to  bie 
filent*     They  go  into  company  to  be  diverted,  not  to  labour, 

and 
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and  they  efteem  effort  in  convec(a^n  a  vaiix  toil.  !  The  TzSHtrj 
and  repartee  of  the  Occidentals. is; :  among  thepi,  TUjpjilied  (i| 
muft  be  allowed  yery,;ina4eqj»tely);;by  the^  il^^/^^jftoiy* 
tellers,  and  profefled  jokers.  /    *  'St.;.., 

Human  life'^iii  the  Eafi-  is  expofed  to  a  variety  of  cafnalties. 
Peftilence^fafhihe,  tyranny,  all  confpire  to  diminiih  its  fecurity/ 
It  is  natural  'to  fet  a  fmaller  value  on  any  advantage,  in  propor-* 
tion  to'theiacility'of  privation.  Hence  the  Orientals  are  not 
much  difturbed  at  the  thoughts  of  death,  but  reOgn  life  without 
a  figh.  The  mind  is  tortured  when  the  bloflbms  of  hope  arc^ 
fuddenly  torn  from  it ;  but  their  gradual  decay  is  not  iQcpmpa<^^ 
tible  with  a  kind  of  tranquillity.  .    :     '    t 

The  European,  more  diflatisfied  with  the  prefent,  and  only^ 
fupported  by  the  hope  of  what  is  to  come,  attached  beyond 
meafure  to  the  advantages  which  his  anxieties  have  been  pro- 
longed to  acquire,  has  already,  even  at  an  early  age,  fixed  to; 
himfelf  a  period,  ihort  of  which  he  thinks  it  bard  ami  unjufi  tQ 
be  deprived  of  life. 


Concerning  paft  events  the  fatalift  is  confoled  by.refleding^ 
that  nothing  he  could  have  done,  would  have  ,altered>tlle;ipimut-' 
able  order  of  things,  and  that  his /efforts  before  would  jiave^  been 
as  vain  as  his  regret  now  is.  This  idea^^indeed,'  is.  perhaps  not: 
deftitute  of  ill  effects,  but  it '  furely  produces  fdtoe :  good.  If, 
by  perfuading  them  that  the  evils  which  they  fuffer  are  un- 
avoidable,  it  prevent  them  from  endeavouring  to  avoid  them. 
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It  al(b  prevents  their  repining  at  Vihat  muft  at  all  events  be 
endured  as  the  immutable  law  of  the 
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The  European  attributing  more  power  to  volition,  afcribes  to 
liis  own  want  of  judgiihent  or'  energy  the  refult  of  whatever 
terminates  unfavourably.  Thus  a  part  of  his  life  is  occupied  by 
felf-accufation,  which,  however,  enfures  no  amelioration  for  the 
future. 

In  the  Eaft,  if  age  be  refpefted,  it  is  refpeded,  in  part  at 
lead,  from  the  decorous  behaviour  of  the  aged.  In  Europe,  if 
it  be  rendered  ridiculous,  it  is  fo  too  often,  by  a  vain  eflfort  to 
perpetuate  the  chara&er  and  manners  of  youth. 

The  commanding  influence  of  a  fyftem  fo  flattering  to  the 
pride  of  its  profeflTors,  and  operating  fo  powerfully  on  their 
hopes  and  fears  as  Mohammedifm,  aided  by  the  dread  of  pre- 
fent  fuflfering,  has  fo  far  counteracted  the  ftrong  impulfe  of  ava« 
rice,  that  gaming  is  in  a  great  degree  baniihed  from  fociety  in 

the  Eaft.    All  the  evils  and  inconveniences  therefore  of  that  prac- 
tice, fo  feverely  felt  thoughout  Europe,  are  almoft  unknown  in 

the  Turkifh  empire. 

If  a^ivity  and  a  careful,  provifion  for  the  future,  and  that 
each  fhouid  contribute  his  eflforts  to  the  good  of  the  whole,  be 
neceflary  to  conftitute  the  happihefs  of  a  people,  how  happens 
it  that  the  Orientals,  among  whom  thefe  requilites  are  wanting, 
ihould  yet  be  happy  ? 

The 
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Hie  iyftem  cf  moials  contiined  in  tbe  vimtAnff^  of  ihe  Otiea^ 
talsy  is  at  once  fubiime  without  being  itOfniJ^^kle^  and  levelled 
to  the  ufe  of  mankind,  without  being  loofe  or  low.  Yet  it  is 
ufual  with  U8  to  talk  of  their  brutal  Aupidity !  But  this  fjftem 
i&  not  pradifed  among  them — and  is  the  Ghriftian  fyftem  of 
iBorals  pra4):i&d  among  Chnilian  jGkaCions  ? 

The  Arabian  and  Perfian  hiftories  and  romances  abound  with 
traits  of  magnanimity,  of  generofity,  juilice,  and  courage,  no 
way  inferior  to,  but  in  fome  inftances  exceeding  thofe  of  other 
Bations.  The  Greeks  and  oucfelv^s  have  indeed  ftigmatifed 
them  with  the  name  of -barbarians ;  but  impartial  inquiry  proves 
that  they  are  fufcqptible  of  all  that  is  admired  in  a  polifhed  peo« 
pie ;  that  crimes  are  treated  among  them  as  among  other  na- 
tionSy  and  that  though  their  paflions  may  be  expreflfed  in  a 
different  way^  they  have  always  the  fame  fource  and  the  fame 
objedt. 

No  man  who  refleds  on  his  paft  enjoyments  and  fulFerings 
can  doubt  but  that  the  latter,  by  their  intenfeneis,  duration^  aod 
frequency,  have  been  decidedly  predominant* 

To  render  them  more  equal,  that  is,  to  be  lefs  miferable,  or  to 
make  life  tolerable,  either  the  number  of  pleafures  muft  be  aug- 
mented, according  to  the  fyftem  of  the  Epicureans,  or  that  of 
pains  muft  be  cUminifhed,  according  to  that  of  the  Stoics.  The 
Orientals  ft  rive  to  attain  the  one  ohjtSt  like  ourfelves,  by  fen- 
fualicy ;  and  here  It  is  not  to  be  conceived  that  they  are  hap- 
pier than  we  are ;  but  the  other  they  gain  in  a  much  more 

complete 
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complete  degree  than  ourfelves,  and  are  much  more  exercifed 
in  the  ftoical  fyftem,  which  feems  the  mofl:  eflfed:ual  to  the 
purpofe. 

The  paf&ons,  indeed,  it  is  faid,  are  to  the  mind  what  motion 
is  to  the  body  ;  and  the  abfence  of  either  caufes  and  marks,  in 
each  refjpedively,  fymptoms  that  may  be  termed  morbid. 

A  perfed  abfence  of  pafllon  is  certainly  preternatural,  if  it 
may  not  be  called  impoffible ;  but  as  our  paffions  are  more 
likely  to  be  called  into  SiGdon  by  painful  than  by  pleafurable 
feniations,  it  feems  little  doubtful,  that  the  mind,  on  which  they 
operate  mod  feebly,  will  remain  in  the  mod  tranquil  ftate.  This 
tranquillity,  this  abfence  of  pain,  (for  joy,  however  poignant, 
is  but  a  tranfient  gleam,  a  corufcation,  which  pafling,  renders  the 
obfcurity  which  fucceeds  it  more  fenfible,)  is  the  fingle  (pedes 
of  happinefs  of  which  mankind  is  allowed  to  partake. 

A  man  of  great  fenfibility  has  his  feelings  hourly  wounded 
by  minute  accidents,  at  which  one  of  lefs  lively  fenfations  would 
fmile. 

Such  a  one  is  tranfported  with  love,  and,  if  that  love  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  his  gratification  is  exquifite.  He  is  fuddenly  moved  by 
compaffion, — how  refined  Jiis  feeling  in  offering  relief  to  diflrefs  I 
He  ardently  defires  fame, — 'how  is  he  elated  with  the  flighteft 
praifes  I  But  how  often  is  his  warm  affection  requited  wijth 
negledt,  or  its  gratification  found  impoflible  ?  How  often  wiU 
his  compaffion  be  excited,  without  the  means  of  affording  re- 

3  L  lief? 
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lief  ?    And  how  much  more  is  maixikind  difpofed  to  obloquy 
than  to  eulogy  ? 

But  this  is  not  all ;  the  fame  mind  which  is  ftrongly  aded 
on  by  thefe  paffions  will  alfo  have  its  peace  difturbed  by  pride, 
ambition,  anger,  jealoufy,  and  refentment.  The  fubje&s  of  all 
thefe  tormenting  emotions  crowd  on  it  too  clofely  to  allow  its 
complacency  to  be  permanent.  The  funfhine  of  the  morning 
will  inevitably,  ere  night,  be  fucceeded  by  a  tempeft. 

Some  flight  omifiion  of  ceremonial  will  offend  its  pride, 
iomtf&rdid  rtpulft  will  check  its  ambition  ;  it  will  flame  with 
anger  at  the  breaking  of  a  jar,  or  pine  with  jealoufy  at  the 
Tike  firaihy  in  a  miftrefs. 

Something  of  the  fame  kind  has  place  with  regard  to  talle. 
A  man  of  delicate  tafte  feels  refined  enjoyment  from  the  con- 
templation of  a  beautiful  landfcape  or  a  fine  piAure,  or  the 
perufal  of  an  elegant  poem ;  and  is  equally  difgufked  at  the 
fight  of  any  thing  deformed,  difproportioned,  6r  unnatural 
in  either.  But,  it  may  be  faid,  he  has  the  option  of  contem- 
plating a  difagreeable  objedl,  but  not  of  feeling  an  unpleafing 
fenfation.  And  is  it  indeed  fo  eafy,  in  being  perpetually  con- 
verfant  among  mankind,  to  avoid  obferving  their  works?  or 
does  not  the  man  who  reads  unavoidably  fall  on  abfurdities 
which  difgufl:  him  ?  Social  man  has  been  too  long  employed 
in  counterading  nature,  not  to  have  moulded  all  to  his  dwarfifk 
intelled ;  and  the  abortive  efforts  of  imagination  are  number- 
lefs  both  in  the  arts  and  in  letters. 

Then 
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Then  it  will  be  faid,  human  happinefs  is  reduced  to  apathy; 
and  the  lively  tafte  and  ardent  paflions,  which  have  eftablifhed 
the  fuperiority  of  Europeans,  only  ferve  to  diminifh  their  fum  of 
felicity!  This  would  be  pufhing  the  argument  too  far;  but 
each  will  draw  his  own  conclufions* 

The  chief  points  of  contraft  between  the  Europeans  and 
Orientals  being  thus  marked,  it  will  be  feen  how  far  it  may  be 
doubted  on  which  fide  lies  the  greater  degree  of  happinefs. 
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niufirations  of  the  Maps. 

JLn  compiling  the  two  maps  which  accompany  this  work, 
the  writer  has  made  ufe  of  his  own  pbfervations  in  that 
part  of  it  to  which  thofe  obfervations  had  extended.  For 
the  remainder  of  the  information  exhibited  in  each,  he  has 
trailed  to  the  report  of  the  more  intelligent  natives,  who 
having  frequently  traverfed  the  neighbouring  countries,  might 

be  fuppofed  in  fome  meafure  qualified  to  defcribe  what  they 

* 

had  feen.  Yet  he  has  not  ventured  to  lay  down  a  fingle  pofi« 
tion  which  had  not  previoufly  been  confirmed  by  the  diftind; 
and  concordant  teftimony  of  at  leaf):  three  or  four  individuals. 
Even  with  this  caftigation,  it  is  tinneceflary  to  remark  how 
impra£dcable  is  the  talk  of  approximating  the  bearings,  from 
the  oral  teftimony  of  thofe  who  have  no  clear  idea  of  bearings, 
and  fcarcely  know  how  to  diftinguilh  the  eight  principal  points* 
Almoft  equally  difficult  is  it  to  give  the  face  of  a  country,  or 
an  account  of  its  productions,  which  the  informant  perhaps 
traverfed  between  fleep  and  waking,  or  when  too  much  occu* 

pied 
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pied  with  the  fufFerings  of  the  road,  or  the  end  he  had  in  view, 
to  be  at  leifure  to  attend  to  its  detail. 

The  names  of  places  fo  obtained  and  pofitions  fo  adjufted, 
it  has  been  thought  proper  to  diftinguiih  by  dotted  letters,  with 
a  view  to  denote  hefitation  and  uncertainty.  The  part  with 
which  he  was  himfelf  more  particularly  acquainted,  or  which 
was  fuflSciently  fupported  by  the  authority  of  former  maps,  is 
marked  with  ordinary  letters.  The  writer's  own  route  is  pointed 
out  by  a  green  line,  the  reported  routes  by  a  fingle  engraved 
line,  without  colour. 

The  Ibfs  already  mcnti<med  of  a  large  portion  of  his  detached 
pa^rsy  has  eflfedually  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  prefenting 
the  chart  df  the  route  with  all  that  ekadnefs  and  minute  detail 
which  ought  invariably  to  accompany  all  geographical  re- 
feirehes.  But  if  he  have  been  compelled  to  ufts  the  refult  of 
his  celeftial  obfervations,  which  alone  his  journal  furniflied, 
without  the  recapitulation  of  particulars,  he  has  been  careful  to 
compare  them  with  the  bearings  which  fortunately  were  moft 
of  them  preferved,  without  venturing  to  force  the  latter  to  the 
former :  e.  g^  the  refuk  of  his  obfervation,  as  he  found  it 
briefly  noted,  would  have  bisought  Cbarji  and  Mugbcs  feveral 
miles  farther  Eaft ;  but  having  found  the  diflance  and  bearings 
exa€kly  accord  with  this  pofition  with  refpe£t  to  AffiiAy  he  has 
preferred  it  to  the  attempt  of  fixing  the  pofition  of  thofe  placesi 
by  obfervation  of  which  he  was  unable  to  give  adequate  poroof 
of  the  accuracy^ 

The 
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The  politioa  oiAJfitit  is  fixed,  both  in  latitude  and  longitude, 
by  obfervation.  That  of  Cbarje  in  latitude  by  obfervation ;  in 
longitude,  as  above  defcribed.  While  at  Sbehy  the  Writer  had 
an  opportunity  of  obfetTing  his  pofition  at  leifure,  both  in  lati- 
tude and  longitude.    At  Selimi  he  enjoyed  the  fame  fatisfa£l:ion. 

* 

The  mountains,  to  the  Eaft  of  the  roa^  are  laid  down  according 
Co  their  appearance  to  the  eye  of  the  obferver  from  the  villages 
di  Elwab^  and  the  route  of  the  caravan  beyond  them*  Their 
S.  E.  extremity,  as  here  marked,  refts  folely  on  the  report 
of  a  native  of  Mabas.  The  diftance  from  Selimi  to  the  river, 
has  been  judged  fully  eftablifhed  by  the  uniform  and  unvarying 
teftimony  of  a  number  of  Jelabs  of  Dongola^  &c.  who  travel 
that  route. 

The  latitude  of  Legbea  was  varioufly  obferved,  both  in  going 
and  returning.  Its  longitude  is  only  determined  by  the  bear- 
ing  of  the  road,  relatively  to  Bir-el-Malba  S.  and  Selim^  N. 
Several  days  confumed  at  Bir^eUMalba^  afforded  the  means  of 
determining  its  pofition  both  in  latitude  and  longitude, 

Sweini  and  Zegbawa  have  been  placed  only  according  to  the 
bearing  and  diftance  computed  from  CMe  and  Lt  Haimer. 
But  the  two  latter  places  are  fixed  ^without  much  doubt  by 
frequent  hmar  obfervations,  the  occukations  of  Jupiter's  iatel« 
lites,  &c 

With  regard  to  Cubtabia  and  Jti/,  ixo,  more  could  be  doae 
thain  to  place  diem  according  to  the  uniform  and  conftant  repoit 
of  the  natives.     They  are  both  places  much  frequented,  and 

in 
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in  fo  fmall  a  diftance  no  miftake  of  importance  can  have 
arii^n. 

The  bearings  of  the  road  from  Cubeabea  to  ffara^  and  thence 
to  the  capital  of  BornoUy  are  not  laid  down  but  from  numerous 
inquiriesi  and  fome  labour  employed  in  adjufting  thenu  That 
road  occupies  fixty  days. .  The  poiltion  of  the  capital  of  Bornou 
varies  from  that  which  is  allotted  to  it  in  the  lateft  maps,  but 
fcrupuloufly  adheres  to  the  bearings  and  diftance  given.  Abu^ 
Sbdreb  is  from  Cobbe  nearly  W.  by  N.  Abu-Sbareb  to  Wara^ 
N.  W.  by  N.  From  Wara  to  the  capital  of  Bagbermi^  between 
W.  N.  W.  and  N.  W.  by  W.  Road  winding  S.  From  Bag^ 
berttti  to  Kottocomby  N.  by  W.  2  W.  From  Kottocomb  to  Bornou 
nearly  in  the  fame  diredion. 

Sennaarj  as  well  as  the  courfe  of  the  Nile,  the  coaft  of  the 
Arabian  gulf,  Mafouab^  Gondar^  Swakem^  &c.  have  the  fame 
pofition  as  in  M.  Renneirs  map.  Sennaar  is  in  longitude 
33®  30'  30''.  Cobbe  being  in  28**  8',  the  difference  between 
them  will  be  ^  2'  30'' — Ril  cannot  be  more  than  twelve  or 
thirteen  miles  £•  of  Cobbiy  but  Ril  is  only  twenty-*three  days 
journey  from  Sennaar.  There  remain  therefore  on  a  dire^ 
line  4''  50'  which  is  aboi^t  twelve  and  a  half  geometrical  miles 
per  day ;  and  admitting  the  fmalleft  pofiible  deviation,  will  give 
fourteen  miles  by  the  road.  This  on  fo  long  a  journey  is  much 
more  than  might  be  expeded,  and  by  no  means  accords  with 
the  route  to  Bornou ^  which  allows  only  about,  nine  miles  for 
each  day's  march.— D'Anville's  pofition  of  Sennaar  [2^  39^) 
would  bring  it  too  near  to  Rily  leaving  only  eighty  miles 

between 
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bdtW^^  them,  or  three  iHiles  atid  quarter  /^  day;  Wither 
thtt  rrtitii  lie  between  the  obferration  of  Mr.  Bruee  and  the 
eoajefbtre  of  D'^^iik/^pir  whether  khe  ibtnier  be  well  efta^ 
Uiflitd,  iai  the  len^  of  eaeh  day^B  inarch  may  be .  accotmted 
fer 'from  the  ftrahbefe  and  fedlity  of  the  road,  fome  future 
6eea(k^  uiuft  dt^nhineL  One  dicubfUnce  woold  feem  clear^ 
%$z.  the  diftanice  M^^^^^M  the  Id/^  SMndar^  and  the  Babr-^l^ 
nlntii^   vA:Ach  \^  %ifilriried  teftimdme^  ef  the 

bkfirts  ^^bliitiS^^lt  to  cthe  interval  of  three,  or  three  and  haljf 
days,  leave  no-toora  (6  'd6tibt,  have  hitherto  been  placed  much 
too  far  apart. 

*      f  •  *  '  •    r 

«jA^.k.'.|,>f  tJ  .*..  ..'»  •..J.J  ■'*.  ..1. 

'^'J'lThti'  ioUd-frohi  fV^tf'ta'Atr  KutUi  exhibits  a  reaudoaMe 
t<kiVckleilde'aBt0-^  number  of  riyen  and  lakes  which  if  pp^'fles, 
<M4th-  that  piift  of  Maj6r  Retifaeirs  laft  ^^eral  nu^  of  Nocthem 
iifrld,  %hk^  t^itix^  i^hac  ihe  confiicleF8<aar  the  aUuviea  of  ihat 
(idrfidn  ot  thtt  ^coatinent,  thtni^  ic  bcnrieitherin  the  iame  latitude 

^  i.'     .       •  -  .'   I..     •      I.  ••,;•••■•  '       .      . 

j.  .iQjf.  thdfis  vattottft  ^ti^nqs  ttttlpdefia^ptioa  was  obtained.  The 
«0<mtt7^lhe7!  fow'tlwoiagh  isiaid  to.be  great  pait  of '  the^war 
wet  and  marfhy ;  the  heat  is  exceffive,  and  .the  people  lemailc 
that  there  is  no  winter.  The  courfe  of  the  rivers,  if  rightly 
^ven,  iii  fer  tite  moft  part  iroai  £«  «o  W.         .  ,  .    . 
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:  The  d^'W^daBtd  Bak^-^^iffdkd,  .yA^msk^  tt»  be^tt  codfiddtable 
one.  It*8  fource  is  not  defcribed,  but  ^apjficarl^  ti^  be^iijot  far 
diftant  from  the  fuppofed  (ite  of  the  copper  mines.  Thofe  who 
frequent  this  road,  ordinarily  pafs  two  years  from  the  time  of 
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leaving  Warn  lill  their  return  to  thati  place;  or  QMf.  Of  the 
time  aduaily  eavplpyed  in  the  route' they  dificf  Jn  thek  reporti 
but  it  may  :be.  eftcfhated  atiifrdm  £50^  Id .xfib'vllajits ^laObioM 
dium  165.  Tftf ii^^rtf  i .  haVe  neirc»  lieafd /mtntiotoL  /,WKW 
ther  it  may  be  the  fadae  country,  with,  fomd  ode  loC  thol^ 
defcribed  is  uncertain^.'biitits.pro^Ajfin.^Ulgfjgdld^  dc^.apt 
accord  with  afty  of  them;,  that  conrnx^ity^^ol; l^ij^g^  §f  far  fi^ 
was  relajtedJ:0:«)le,:foud(i  ip  jiny  quajpii^yc 4q  \ia^^.ij\^i^fm^ara 
is  yet  known  to.feyeral:of  ^my  infoj?n^,  ^9^  acpiiQjUT'  V^:^ 

m 

Bornou;  but  no  particular!  defcriptiop  ;^gf  gl^^^w;:  j/    ! 

The  dotted  lines  which  are  feen  in  the  general  map,  and  feem 
to  mark  .wtthr  too' much  j^reciii'pi^the.ifXteiiiGAffJ^  ^Bircs 
BergQOj  Bagbermi^  and  Kordi^fhii  ane:  .chiefly.4^fign^ J^tAi^W:  th^ 
rdatiye  fituatipn  of  tlH)& •  :daftH£t8,  ai\d  bow  ^Y^hov^efJs^ 
each  Other,-  or  orlj  Fury  -TThe  authjority  r9eH*^e4rjqv jvag^^pfli>y 
that  of  the  Inhkbiiiant^'c^fiMih'  cbuatify»:wJb((>;A^9^.  ib^i^^ 
native  empire  extended  fo  many  days  from  £..$^r>^»r]^d(j(9 
many  from  N.  to  S.  For  the  general  form  of  Dar^F^r  the 
•authority  is  fomewhal  jftrohgier^' .  tHo:  pr^ife  ^rito«Ml«Q{t  rof ()hat 
empire  jbeing  accurately  knowhltoithie  letrekal.  r^ 
|)i;incipar dke^ioh.  unc  /. . .":-  -    j  ;:  ;.    .'  o:L*  \  /:!•  rrm  'jj:*;  jj7/ 

The  writer,  during  Ws^ftay  in  Dac-Jur^  i}«uWinf^P:fi/j4  tl^ 
variation  of  the  needle  greater  than  fixteen  degrees  W.  In 
jjifh^iteUtes  bojhafi  dmhtify;  4!i<^^re^\te  lMH;.befft^g!uideil*  by 
that  quantitgnoftKari^diQoyb/l  ^^:\iTJ\M  :  ).r    f  'juil'o"} /jl     .-jro 
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•>  f:  ^.,  .•'.  Jill  oJ  d7j:  \  •' .  /  ii.ii "  )•   vlq'ji^;  if  ji :  . 
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;  c  •  From  Cobbi  to  SennMpy^  ^>J  ^-  -  - 

From  Cobbd  to  Shiwer  ^^'■■- V:  ^''  «'  • '  'V    '  '■^*^'^      Mr 

» From  Shawer  to  Ril  "     -  '    '-  "  S.  S.^E.      '  a 

At  Ril  is  a  large  pool' oif  WeV;  Mvef  eoirxr"  \        '■'■  ^ 

pletelydry,  and  a  Uttfe  f6  th^  £.' (iif  it-aT|ficSliW  '  •'    -    ''"^••'  •    ; "" 

houfe  built  by  Sultan  teAUb,.eldeft''^.r6thW8f'thft'    '     '  ^      '  '  ''      ' ; 

prefent  Monarch.  -  ^    .-    .  '  ^' ^  "'^   j^...,uu 

From  Ril  to  Fadow  -  -.J  ^.,         ci 

From  Fadow  to  Cawb  -  -  3  /  3 

Near  Cawb  comnveiijQeMlidge  of  JiUl$|r\v^      .    -        f 
and  S.  or  nearly  io.      ,        . 

From  Cawb  to  par  nuinmar 

From  Dar  Hummir  to  ,£mdi  S*  Meafi  beapng    .     .  £• 

From  Emdi  to  Krdiga     ,  .    <  ..,..,      ,    ,         voi 

In  each  of  thefe  towns  aret  Fukkara,  w]io  ^-      .,  .      . 

mmifter  luftice.  ,  r    r    n-        .  i 

FromKreigatoIbeit*.  ,  -  '^   •         .-  ^   .     E. .  i 

*  f&eituroiieof  the  prmdpal  t<mAsIW«Ktfr3afa«:  ithh  bU^^         imme  of  ariAaQ 

dxftria. 


N.  and  S.  or  nearly  to.      .        ^     ^.    i  -j  r 


»V     K     .    » 


3  M  2  Between 
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Between  Kreiga  and  Ibeit  is  Abu-Harr^,  a  plac« 

diftant  from  the  former  three  hours.    Its  neigh- 

bourhood  is  laid  out  in  gardefis  beloBging  to 

the  people    of    Dongola  eftabliihed    there,    in 

which  they  cultivate  onions,  &c.     The  iituation  of 

Abu-Harras  is  in  length  ISk  -and  S.  and  die  wells     ^     1 

which  fupply  it  with  water  are  to  the  S.  of  the 

town. 

From  Ibeit  to  Miteina  •  ^^ 

From  Miteina  to  Autofh  -  .  ^ 

From  Autoih  to  Yaf^p     ■?,        .  ; .  qj 

Yafsin  is  a  town  of  Fukkara. 
From  Tafsm  to  Breiffa,  deep  fund  -  .;>  ^     , ,  .-  ^     oj  ' 

,  FromBrciffa  to  Cone  -  '    ,  ,  ^      -  j 

Cone  is  at  the  foot  of  a  moyntaia  of,  the  (Sune  -    / 

name,  which  lies  S.  of  the  roa^*  :  Near  Con^,  a  ;,  .  ,    r  ,  ^ 

little  S.  of  the  road,  19  a  PQplof  water,  and  thi*  ...  1,.;, ,. .  .p,  ?.;,„„.( 

is  a  place  where  travellers  commonly  repofe  them-  ,u^rrrr^^  t-/,  r . 

felves,  ^^  _  ,.,,..  ^^^^^,^ 

From  Cpne  to  l^innana  -  -  ,    ,        ,,  i 

From  Kinnana  tb'Deggin      "     -  "     .^  •  .      •.  .      '   '  '  ^ 

From  Deggln  to  H^lf 6lf ^Alliis ^  bh  thefialffil'*^;-  •'^'  "^  ^'l ';'  ., 
el-abiad,  the  place  which  the  ferry-bpats  f  ''^''  *  ^^  •  -^^^  •- 
frequent  .     ■:        .  \       -        .  ^  ., 

Me9et  Allais  is  fituate^  on  the  W/  of  the  river.. 

The  fiver  (Bahr-el-abiad)  is  here  of  fuch  breadth,  *    .    ,  i  ' 

that  the  features  of  a  per  ion  ftandme  on  the  other  

fide  cannot be.diftinguiflied,  but  the  human  voice.  \/"'^  *.,    ' 
is  heard.— A  number  of  trees  is  feen  here  to  the  W.     '  ' 

«  Tlur  bewiog  of  the  raid  hm  Rll  to  Hdlct  AJbtt  is  npomM  lo  hegencnlfy  E. 
with  very  (mail  variation. 

of 
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of.  the  river,  not  to  the  E.  Hellet  Allaii  is  alto* 
ge^her  built  ^f  day.— A  large  palm  tree  growi 
in  the  middle  of  the  town. 

On  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river  is  SbiUUk'^'^iiol 
far  removed  from  it,  being  repiorted  to  be  within 
fight  of  Allais. 

Shillikk  is  a  town  of  idolaters,  built  with  clay< 
The  inhabitants  have  no  other  clothing  than  bands 
of  long  grafsy  which  they  pafs  round  the  waift  and 
between  the  thighs.  They  are  all  black  j  both 
fexes  are  accuftomed  to  Ihave  their  head$.  The 
people  of  Shilluk  have  the  dominion  of  the  river,, 
and  take  toll  of  all  paflengers,  m,  fuch  ,articles  of 
traffic  as  pafs  among  them.  The  name  Sbilluk  is 
not  Arabic,  and  its  meaning  is  unknQwn.r7Wbeu 
alked  concerning  their  name  or  country,  the  peo- 
ple reply  Sbilluk.  When  employed  in  tranfporting 
Mohammedans  acrofs  the  ferry,  they  occafionally 
exhibit  the  importance  which  their  fituation  gives 
them.  After  the  Muflim  has  placed  himfelf  in 
the  boat,  they  wi^  afk  him,  *'  Who  is  the  mafter 
of  'that  river  V^  The  other  replies,  as  is  ufual, 
"  Ullah  or  ffubbani"-^God  is  the  mafter  of  it^ 
«  No,'*  anfwen  the  Shilluk,  «  you  muft  fay  that 
fucb  a  one  (naming  his  chief)  is  the  mafter  of  it, 
or  you  fliall  not  pafs.''  They  are  reprefented  as 
Ihewing  hofpitality  to  flich  as  come  among  them 
in  a  peaceable  mannei',  and  as  nevei  betraying 
thofe  to  whom  they  have  once  accorded  pro  tec* 
.  don.  The  particulars  bf  theli"  worfliip,  as  in  moft 
other  inftances  where  Fhave  had  my  information 
from'  MohammedanSj  have  not  been  defcribed. 


Beariog* 
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/ 


*•* 


From 


'  •  • 


•       *   '  • 


sot    • 
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.»    1  .    •  -^  !  Bearing.  Days. 

From  ShiUuk  to  Dai-RHi|a  •"  -  -  -  •  •  -  '  '  E.'-i'iif.''  ' ''  i' ' 
From  Dar  Ruga  W^Wkalia'  ^'' •  •'  — '  '  '  '.  ■ .  '^  '£.''•  '  '''•V'^ 
From  Waalia  to  ShadU  -  •'   -^      '-  '"'•'^y''-  ■  ^% '" 

From  ShadU  to  S'driiaair''    '      ^  ^i       -   •  j  ••     •     •' ••-      :  '  •^. 
Sennaar,  Medinet  el  5%Ji  br  fuhgi^'h  fituaited  dn 

the  river  which  flows  from  Habbefli.  which  river 

is  much  fmaller  than  x^^tair-iU^^^^^  ''''  /  ^  ^^'''7'.''"'.  , 

the  annual  increafe  is' ^brflafcle  between  Sehnaar"  '        "  i*'»    > -?* 

and  Bafboch.  '^  .  .  /  ^  '*'    .  .  ^^  -  ^  > 

The  flaves  who  have  ufurped  tne  governipent ,  S" 

refide  in  Terfeia^  on  the  dppdfite  fide  of  the. river. 

Between  them  and  the  people  of  t](ie.city  havV 

been  perpetual  ikirmiflies  for  the  Taflt  fix  years. 

(i794>  *       ■        ,        ;       -. 

The  Bahr-el-abiad  luflTers  the  fame  periodical  ,; 
increafe  and  diminution  as  the  Nile  in  Egypt. 


/  • : ..  \^'^r', 


W   .  ."a  \  m: 


d:i: 


t\'! 


>  *« 


«       •  • 


n 


•    1    <  I'.      r'   r   • 


-Frof^  Sennaar  to  Gontl4r: 


From  Terfeia  to  Rhad  ^         *.     *-  RN-Jp*  i 

From  Rhad  to  De'nder  -                -,,           JEk  I  •  » 

From  Dender  to  Bela  -                -  ^         5.  K  .  ••    -t 

From  Bela  to  Teawa  - "..,-.,  ,  • 


Rhad  is  on  the  banks  ^  of  a  river  of  the  fame 


•  '  i\ 


name.     After  pafline  Bela«  the  traveller  leaves    . 

the  river,  and  proceeds  by  a  mountainpus  road  tq 

Teawa.     The  foil  in  the  neighbourhood  of  T^eawa  • 

is  clay,  and  the  town  is  built  of  th^t  mitteriaL  ^  ,  .  *  i 

The  people  of  the  place  ufe  for  bripad  the  JMab-  .  \    ■■  - .  a 


:^-     ;    .:   in 
jii.7  f.i  !.';... ft 


•  •  •  ^  >    « 
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Bearing.  Dayi. 

riek,    (white  maize,)  which  grows  there  lux- 
unantly. 

Trom  Teawa  to  Ras  el  fil  •  -        S.  £.  i| 

From  Ra*'el  fil  <o  Gondar  -  ' ->  ■    E.  S.  E.         7. 

The  officer  who  governs  Ras  el  fil  is  appouited  ' 
by  the  kmg  of  Habbelh^InhalMtants  of  RUs  el  JPU^^ 
called  Giberti. 


•      • 


L 


'i  I 


•  •    •  • ,  ^ 

Road  from  Senriaar  to  Swakem. 

,  From  Seiinaar  to-Teawa  •  .::/;•:''    :  /!  ^    rJ  4 

From  Teawa  to  Atbara,  a  town  on  that  river  E*  i 

From  Atbara  to  Hallanga  -  -  N*  2 

The  people  of  Hallanga  are  Mohammedans^  but ; 
ufe  not  the  Arabic  language  generally.    They  are 
of  an  olive  complexion.     ThQ^Mabrieki]»\^^,^  r  .: ::  -.  j..   /I 
neighbourhopct  is  faid  to  grow.fo  large,  J^it  ift^j  ;.;     ;  rr  ; ^n': 
fteoa  at  bottpm  is  fe^n  of  the  fize  of  a  im^A^  r)  \w      r    .../  ^ 

'From  Hallanga  to.§n#jQ»L^rrurii;f[«K  oi£  iJiKfjnQ  N.JRjo' .  A\ 
During  great  part  Q£tl)e,fW)(.AffIirt&dffo  ftioofcj  rn.iyv  :..!]  r ;  : 
tsdnousand  rocky.     Ti}^ifyf^  it^dttivrqnathf  iwoii/ijnu  un  e  rl  ::iiv^O 
laft  places  is  uncultivsttgdinMAiWl^ittA  Qolyiby:     \,\,\/,:.\   • :  ij  .    . 
wandering  Arabs.     Thefe  are  of  two  races,  Bijjc  .r  ;.:*:  H 

an4  Okoot.  .J^oth  of  themcl>ri^ 'tamditjiii^cat ;' I  — , v  . . ./*;u  ."  \ 
number,  flieep,  &c.    .%fg*efli,j/^fi(j«v?||4  <»k»9i;f    lo    .,mm   ^fll 
ifland,  in  which  the  governor  and  principal  perfoi>#  .j;  j.;-,  r^  ^  ^  '    f  /    '• 
refide ;  but  the  greater  number  live  on  the  main 
land. 


k  « 1 J 


I  i. 


.%»• 


v\:j*{\ 


Road 
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^ .. 


T  f      •     » 


• : 


Road  from  Sennaar  to  Mabas. 

!  I  I.  '  -  .  Bearing..      Days. 

.  Fron)  Soitaar  taHerbaj^.              -           ^  N*  i  W«        3 

From  Herbaje  to  Halfeia  :   i  !         -. : :         •  N.  .  ^        5 
At  Halfda  is  the  cotiiluonce  of  the  9i»hk«^el»lbiad 
and  Bahr  el  afrek. 

From  ilalfeia  to  Chendi                -               •  *%  f     3 

From  Chendi  to  Birbir                -                  \  ^*        J     3 

From  Birbir  to  Shaikie                 -                •  ^  ^3 

From  Shaikie  to  Dongola                -            -  N.  W.          2 

, .  From  Dongola  ta  Mahas  -             ••      /l.  :  N.             i 


•  0 


'     t       ' 


9 

From  Swnaiit  io  fazoghi 


.     >     "      '  •    .     •.  .         :   '•  ■" 


•        • 


From  Sennaar  toOtt^fattla         -    •   ^      'i^ 

From  Dachala  td  £kriiri€       ^    -.  •     ;       J 

From  Emfiri^  to  Loutii  -  -  ^ 

From  Louni  to  Gerbin 

Tke  people  <if  Dachala  are  Mohanmiedioiftfefid- 

ing  on  the  weftem  battk  tf  ^6  8ihr  d  ftfrdt;^-^ 

Gerbtn  is  a  mountainottft  plice,  wlifidi  fiir^tt  for 

confining  malefactors  *  iknder  ifiw  gov6nim«nt  <^ 

Sennaar. 

M^fm/^n^ftf—Frda  Gcvbitt  t&  Fasogb      ^ 

The  mines   of  Faft6^6'  ifibrd^'iiittdi  gold^: 
they  belong  to  Sennaair.  ^   .       ' 


t  J    t 


.    E. 

• 

.  3 

S.E. 

1    • 

S.^ 

•  ■■  3 

s. 

•3   ' 

■ 

\  \ 

« 

ff 

1* 

• 

• 

r 

ff                        « 

s.  • 

..•4  .. 

.•    ..'.:   1 

.  \' 


.i  ^     1 
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From  Gerbtn  to  Gondar. 

From  Fazoglo  there  is  no  dired  road.     Having 
returned  to  Gerbin, 

From  Gerbin  to  Hafsib 

From  Hafsib  to  Beida 
Bdda  is  the  firft  town  under  the  Abyflinian  go- 
vernment, and  is  defcribed  as  chiefly  inhabited  by 
fugitive  flaves,  who  belong  to  perfons  within  that 
empire. 

From  Beida  to  Kourmi 

From  Kourmi  to  Hafleb-uIIah 

This   road   is   mountainous,    circuitous,    and 
abounds  with  fprings  of  water.    The  civet  cat  is 
fo  common  in  this  diftrid,  that  in  every  houfe,  it 
is  laid,  there  are  fifteen  or  twenty  tame  ones. 
From  Hafleb-ullah  to  Gondar 
Mountainous  and  difficult  road. 


Bearing.  Days. 


£.  2 

£.  i  S.  2 


E. 


3 
3 


lo 


Sundry  routes  of  the  merchants  ofSennaar. 


From  Sennaar  to  Gebel-el-Mote 
From  Gebel-ei*Moie  to  Bahr-el-abiad 
From  Sennaar  to  Bahhadin 
.[  From  Bahhadin  to  Menajel  • 
From  Menajel  to  the  Bahr-el-abiad. 


s.  w. 

1 

w.  s.  w. 

1* 

s.  s.  w. 

oj 

s.  w. 

2 

w. 

a. 

3N 


Road 
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Read  to  Gondar. 

Bearing.  Days. 

From  Sennaar  to  Terfeia                -  -  oi 

From  Terfeia  to  Subi-deleib             -  -  o\ 

From  Subi-deleib  to  Wallad  Midani  -  oj. 

From  Midani  to  the  Bahr-el-afrek  -  o^- 

From  the  river  to  Mendala            -  -  2 

From  Mendala  to  Kaila                 -  -  i 

Kaila  is  mountainous. 

From  Kaila  to  Embutteik            -  -  i 

Mountainous  and  deep /and. 

From  Embutteik  to  Goze^  or  the  fands  •  2 

From  Goze  to  the  Atbara             -  -  3 
This  country  is  inhabited  by  the  Bifliarin  Arabs, 
vhYlo  are  Mohammedans. 

From  Atbara  to  Gebel  Cufla           -  -  3 

From  Gebel  Cuffa  to  Gebel  en  Narr  -  3 

From  Gebel  en  Narr  to  Gondar          -  -  12 


A  Route  which  feems  to  be  uncertmn^  and  of  which 
the  bearings  are  not  accurately  given. 

From  the  Goze  or  fands  of  the  Atbara,  above- 
mentioned,  to  El-Edd  belonging  to  the  Bijj€    -  3 

From  El-Edd  to  Swakem  *   -  -         N.  E.         12 

This  road  is  filled  with  Arabs. 

From  Swakem  to  Gebel-el-Hell^  -  W.  3 


From 
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From  Gebel-el-HelM  to  GebeUI-Sillah 
From  GebeUI-SiUah  to  Gebel-el-beit 
From  GebeUl-Beit  to  Birbir 
All  this  road  from  Swakem  to  Birbir  is  repre- 

fented  as  rocky.— Birbir  is  fituated  in  a  clayey  Ibil. 
From  Birbir  to  WuUad^I-Megedub 
From  WulIad-el-Megedub  to  Bifhari^ 
From  Bifharid  to  Shukurie 
Bifhari^  are  a  foreign  race,  but  Shukurid  fpeak 

Arabic  as  their  native  language. 

Jrabs^From  Shakuri^  to  HelIaK€ 

From  Hellalie  to  Bahr-eUafrek 

From  Bahr-el-afrek  to  Em-ufhar 

From  Em-ufhar  to  Wullad-eUfi[iruk 

From  WuUad-el^urfik  to  Hummiir        '      - 

Clayey/oil. 
Mohammedans — From  Hiimmiir  to  Senut-ab&d 


Bearing. 


S.W. 


s. 


4 
I 

I 

I 

2 


From  Beit  to  Emdurmdn  and  Halfeiay  and  return  to 

Beit  by  another  road. 

From  Ibeit  to  Bahra 

From  Bahra  to  Emganatu 

From  Emganatu  to  Shegeik 

From  Shegeik  to  Gimmoye 

From  Gimmoye  to  Emdurmdn 

All  this  country  is  inhabited  by  Mohammedans, 

who  fpeak  Arabic  alone. — Gimmoy^  and  Emdur- 

m^  are  both  on  the  W.  bank  of  the  Bahr-el-abiad, 

3N    2 


E. 

H 

N.E. 

2 

N.E. 

1 

N. 

2 

N. 

2 

and 
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and  the  latter  is  at  the  place  of  iinioa  bec^nscn 
that  river  and  the  Abawi*— -Returning  W. 

From  Emdurm&n  to  Harraza,  a  mpwtaki  of 

difficult  paflfage  -  -  *  &  W« 

Road  defert  and  dejiitute  ofwatir^ 
The  inhabitants  of  Harraza  are  idolaters,  of 
mixed  complexion,  but  mod  of  th^m  of  a  reddUh 
hue.  —  They    breed    fome    horfes,    which  they 
mount. 

From  Harraza  to  Abu-hadid  -         ^  -x 

From  Abu-hadid  to  Zerawy  -         ^   >       S*  W« 

From  Zerawy  to  Eflierchar  •  •-  ^ 

Efherchar  is  famous  for  its  fait,  which  is  gathered 

by  the  Arabs,  tranfported  to  other  places  and  fold* 

The  people  of  this  laft  phce  are  Ardse,  but  chofe 

of  Zerawy,  Harraza,  and  Abu-hadid,  neither  Arabs 

nor  Mohammedans. 

From  Efherchar  to  Bifherie  -  -  S.  i 

Road  defert. 
Bifherie  is  full  of  palm-trees. 

From  Bifherie  to  Bahra  -  •   ^  C  ^ 

From  Bahra  to  Ibeit  .        •  -   5     ^•^•^*     04 


Route  from  Ibeit  to  Sheib6n^  where  are  gold  mines j 
and  other  places ^  returning  to  Ibeit. 

From  Ibeit  to  BahM 

From  Bahra  to  ]Ui4kj^  -  .    * 

From  Khukje  to  Abu-jefi{U:h 


£. 

If 

6.£. 

4i 

S. 

t 

From 
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Betriog.         Days. 

From  Abu-jenuch  to  8dje  -  #  £•  o^ 

From  Sdje  to  Tamroara  -  *  S.  £•  % 

Between  the  two  lafl  places  is  a  rocky  road, 

with  intervals  of  deep  £uid  and  claj* 

From  Tummara  to  Demik  -  •      .  S.  i  £.         i 

The  people  from  Abu-jenuch  hither  are  idola* 

tersy  and  deftitute  of  clothing.    The  foil  at  and 

near  Demik  is  clay.    ^ 

From  Demik  to  Kfaega .  -  *»         S.  i  £.         i 

From  Kh^ga  to  Dibu  -  -        &  S.  £.        o^ 

Mountainous  and  rocky.     . 
From  Dibu  to  Shdboft  .     r  -        S.  S.  £.         li 

Clayey /oil. 
Near  this  place,  in  a  deep  {^en  or  valley,  much 

gold  is  fomid,  both  dud  and  in  fmall  pieces.   The 

natives  colled  the  duft  in  quills  ef  the  oftrich  and 

vulture,  and  in  that  condition  fidl  it  to  the  mer^ 

chants.    They  have  a  ceremony  ott  difcoveiing 

a  large  piece  of  gold,  of  killing  a  (heep  on  it  be- 
fore they  remove  it.    The  people  are  all  blade,  as 

are    thofe    above  ipentioaed  from   Abu-jcnAch 

hither.     They  have  fome  form  of  marriage,  i.  e« 

of  aa  agreement  between  man  and  woman  lo  co- 
habit.   Women  of  full  ag^wear  a  piece  of  platted 

grafs  on  their  parts.  -  The  younger  and  unmar- 
ried  are  quite  naked.      The  flaves,  which  are 

brought  in  great  numbers  from  this  quarter,  are 

fome  prifoners  of  war  among  themfelves,  (for  their 

wars  are  frequent,)  and  fome  feduc^d  by  treach^ 

and  fold.     But  it  is  faid  to  be  a  common  pra£Uce 

for  the  father  in  tune  of  fcardty  to  fell  his  children. 

At 
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Bearing.         Dayi* 

At  Sheib6n  are  fome  Mohammedans,  trho  live 
among  the  idolaters  and  wear  clothing :  it  is  not  ' 
faid  whether  Arabs  or  not. 

The   people  above  defcribed  are  independent 

tribes  of  negroes,  who  have  no  other  ruler  than 

their  refpedHve  chiefs,  the  authority  of  whojn  is 

very  fmall,  except  in. time  of  war.    The  Mecque 

of  Sennaar  ufed  to  claim  fome  tribute  from  the 

people  of  Sheibdn,  but  received  nothing  regularly. 

From  Sheibdn  to  Shurru 

From  Shurrii  to  Luca 

Luca  is  smother  place  where  refides  an  indepen- 

dent  chief:  it  is  alfo  famous  for  its  gold,  which, 

as  at  Sheib6n,  is  the  only  medium  of  exchange 

among  the  inhabitants. 

From  Luca  to  Kohella  -  -  W.  1^ 

In  Koheila  are  Arabs^  not  fubje£b  to  any  monarch   , 
of  the  country.     Some  idolaters  adfo  live  among 
them. 

From  Koheila  to  Tlinga,  a  town  .        .  '^  f  1 

People  of  Tlinga  Mohammedans.'^This  coun-  \    ^^^      txt     J 
try  is  called  by  the  Arabs  Dar  Kinnana.  f       '         *     j 

From  Tlinga  to  Gebel  Sahd  -  -J  \^oi 

Gebel  Sahd  is  within  the  dominion  of  Sennaar. 

From  Gebel  Sahd  to  Baha*ed-din  -  N.  i 

Still  Dar  Kinnana. 
From  Baha-ed-dm  to  Gebel-eUbid  -         N.  N.  £.       1 

FromGebel-el-abidtoTumbul        -  •  N.  i 

Tumbul  is  under  the  government  of  the  king  of 
the  Tuclawi. 


From 
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From  TumbiU  to  Sei&ban 
Sdfaban  is  inhabited  by  Arabs  alone. 

From  Seifaban  to  Abdome 

From  Abdome  to  Tuggaia,  capital  of  the 
king  of  Tuclawi  -  •  ^ 

This  diftrid  is  called  Sagumie^  country  of  the 
mountaineers. 

.  From  Tuggala  to  Deir  *  .  - 

From  Deir  to  Gebel-el-deir       .      - 

From  Gebel-el-deir  to  Gebel-el-Bucde 

From  Gebel-el-Bucd^  to  Ibeit 


Besring, 
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Days. 


N. 


Oi 


N.  N.  W. 
N. 


I 

I* 

I 

ot 


Frtm  Ril  to  Wara^  capital  of  Bergpe. 

From  Ril  to  Gebel  Marra,  deep  fond 
Gebel  Marra  to  Bifliara  Taib 
Bifhara  Taib  to  the  confines  of  FAr 
All  this  road  is  mountainous  and  rocky,  and 
the  inhabitants  from  Ril  W.  to  the  confines  of 
Fur  are  Mohammedans.    The  water  on  Gd)el 
Marra,  which  is  a  lofty  mountain,  rffes  with  IbmJB 
remarkable  drcumftances,  and  it  is  £ud  to  be  ful- 
phureous.   The  people  there  feed  partly  on  wheats 
which  grows  near  the  ^lace,  partly  on  Mahreik. 

The  people  who  inhabit  the  confines  of  Fur  W» 
are  called  TUmdrkie. 

From  the  confines  to  Dar  Ruma  .   • 

Defisrt^  foMd  and  claj^  fifM  vMtter. 


W. 
W. 
W. 


2 
2 

S 


W.JN.       8 


From 


464 


AT.PEcN  I>I  X,  .No.:lL 


f*rom  Dar  Rumd*  to  Kibbaid  • 

Kibbeid  isjituated  on  a  hill  er  rock* 
From  Kibbeid  ito-Kajachiba  ^  .        '  ^ 

From  Kajachflia  CO  Bendida  *       '     * 

Bendala  rs  inhabited  by  the  (laves  of  the  Sultan 
of  Burgoo. — The  people  of  Ruma^  and  tbraoe  to 
Bendala  are  idolaters. 

From  Bendala  to  WuUad-eKBucca 
Bucca  is  a  mhuntaimus  dijirid. 

From  Bacca  to  Dar  Mfflfirfarf  -  ' 

From  I>3ir  Miifelad  to  Wara,  the  refidence  of 
the  Sultan  of  Bergoo  -  -  J 


Bearing.         Dayi. 


2 


I 

li 


N.E. 


L^i 


Fnm  Wara^t9  B^Ar^em^nalk. 


FronvDTara  to  Nimr,  whste  tke  merchattta 
refide,  as  at  Cbbb€  iaDar^Fiir  .     * 

From  Nimr  to  Battak. 
Battah  is  fituated  oa  aihiall  rker, /which  flows 
from  the  S.  and  then  deviating  ta  die  W.  fails  into 
the  Bahr  el  FtttrL    -BattaA  belongs,  to  the  Afi£> 
felad.  -i    .. 

From  Battah  to  Direia.  ^ 

From  Dirota  to  JSar  i&ittHMr  .      <»  r 

Road^  clayey  foil. 
Freim  Dar  Hummer  to  Cof^  . ; '  i^  .     ■    t 

Dar  Hummdr  rocky.    ^^  ..   :'  ^  ..  x    -> 
From  Cofeiat  to  Shungeiat 
Two  towns  of  idolaters. 


W, 


.    W. 


Of 


•  •.  . ) 


«     • 


.  I 


From 
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From  Shungeiit  to  Dar  jyz]eovL—Cqffres 
Cooiaj  Mobammedans-^Ytom  Dar  Dajeou  to 

Dar  Cooka  • 

From  Cooka  to  Muddago 
In  Muddago  are  Mohammedans,  'who  are  go- 
verded  by  a  petty  prince  under  the  king  of 

Bergoo.  ' 

From  Muddago  to  Bahr-eUFittrc 

The  people  on  the  banks  of  Bahr-el-Fittre  are 
called  Abu-femmin,  and  are  .Mohammedans. 
They  ufe  little  boats  ibr  the  purpofe  of  palEng 
from  one  place  to  another  on  the  river. 

From  Bahr-el-Fittre  to  Bahr-el-Gazalle 

Road  deep /and J  no  trees.  J 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Bahr-el-Gazalle  is 
inhabited  by  Arabs,  who  feed  camels  and  flieep, 
and  fome  oxen. 


Bearing.         Daji. 


> 


3 

4 


Rtmte  Jrom  Kbukji  to  the  Sabrmel-adaj  ahitbena 
towards  tbe  Babr-el-abiad. 


From  Khukj^  to  Baraka 
Baraka  'is  inbabited  by,  independent  Arabs. 
The  greater  part  of  this  road  is  deep  fand;  the 
remainder,  from  Baraka  by  the  Bahr-el-ada,  is 
day.  The  part  of  that  river,  which  is  here  meant, 
is  occupied  by  tribes  of  Arabs  feeding  cows  and 
fheep ;  they  are  called  Miilici^.  This  part  of  the 
river  is  aUb  frequented  by  wild  and  ferocious  ani-^ 

30 


S-S.W. 


mal(. 
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Bearing.  Days. 


malf.    The  Miflicie  Atabs  comb  their  hdr  bade, 

twift  it,  and  faften  it  ia  the  form  of  a  fcorpbn's 

tail  behind.     They  colled  honey  pf  the  wild  kind 

in  ^eat  quantity,  and  hunt  the  elephant. 

From  Baraka  to  Jurrut  -  «  :S«  £•  '        4: 

From  Turrut  to  Jungeida  -  -  S.  £•  i 

The  people  of  Jungeidn  are  tall  and  black ; 

they  have  cows,  fheep,.  and  goats,  axul  feed  on  the 

Mahriek  or  white  maize*    Tliey-  colled:  the  dung 

of  th^  animals  mentioned,  dry  it,  roaftitonthe 

fire,  and  afterwards  ufe  it  for  a  bed.    Thefe  people 

are  very  numerous.    The  country  in  their  iieigL- 

bourhood  is  all  a  plain,  and  the  foil  clay..    They  . 

hav^  a  pradice,  apparently  Aiperftitious,  of  milkf- 

ing  their  cows  into  a  VefleL  with  a  narrow  mouth, 

that  the  milk  may  not  be  feen,  and  never  pour  .     . 

it  into  a  difli  or  bowl;  and  any  {{ranger  who  vifits 

them  is  obliged  to  drink  of  the  dugs  of  the  cow, 

as  do  the  calves. 

From  Jungei6n  to  Shad  .  •  S.  £•  i 

From  Shad  to  Iragulgule  -  •  N.  4 


R(mte  from  Khukji  to  the  Bahr-el-^ay  thence  to-- 
ward  the  Bahr-el-absadj  and  returning  to  Ril. 

•    « 

The  inhabitants  of  Inigulgulc  are  idolaters. 
They  clothe  themfelves  with  a  kind  of  cottoa 
cloth. 


From 
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From  Inigulgule;  to  the  refidence  of  the  kkig 
ofIbb6  .     -. 

From  fdd  reHdenci  (d  tb<  confines  of  Dar* 
Ffir  -  .  .  . 

From  the  confines  to  Tubeldie  » 

From  Tubeldie  to  RU  .  - 

All  this  road  is  fandy^  but  filed  with  mattf 

and  large  treeu 


4«7 

Bearing.        Days, 


E.iN. 


N.W. 


4 

a 

8 


Road  from  Babr-el-gazalle  to  Bornou. 


From  Bahr-el-g^alle  to  the  bipltal  of  Daf 
Bagherme  -  '  -        .       '  - 

From  the  laid  relidence  to  Kottocom 
The  inhabitants  of  this  diftridt  are  Moham- 
medans.   In  the  road  two  rivers  are  crofled  bjr 
the  traveller,  one  of  which  is  called  Kitcberuu    It 
runs  from  S.  £•  to  N.  W.  '  -    . 

From  Kottocom  to  Bomou,  the  ^npenal 
city  ... 

The  road  lies  in  part  ttiroagh  liUid,  lA  part 
through  deep  clay.  There  are  many  treeSi  ^  The 
neighbourhood  of  the  Babr-d-gazaUe  ieems  by 
the  defcription  to  be  a  foreft. 

The  city  Bornou  is  furrounded  by  a  wall,  in ' 
which  there  are  four  grates,  opening  £.,  W.,  N., 
and  S.    A  fmall  river  runs  near  it,  which  fidls 
into  the  Bahr-el'gazaile. 


N.E. 
N.  J  W. 


N.  JW. 


^18 


«.  I..      .  Jw 
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Bergoo  is  faid  to  be  fifteen  days  in  extent  from 
£•  to  W.  and  from  N.  to  S.  twenty  days. — Ba- 
ganne,  in  the  former  direftion,  twelve,  in  the  lat* 
ter,  fifteen  days. — Bagarme  has  many  troops,  but 
Bergoo  is  eftimated  the  ftrongeft.  The  people 
of  Bergoo  are  remarkable  for  their  zealous  attache 
ment  to  the  faith,  and  read  the  Koran  daily« 


Some  defer iption  of  Bergoo^ 

Within  about  a  day's  journey  of  Wara  are 
iaid  to  be  eight  large  mountains,  the  inhabitants 
of  each  of  which  ufe  a  diftind  language.  They 
are  Mohammedans,  and  faid  to  be  brave,  fumifh* 
ing  the  armies  of  the  Sultan  of  Bergoo  with  re* 
emits  as  often  as  required*  One  of  the  mouiK 
tains^  called  Kergna,  is  fituated  S.  £« ;  another  W», 
which  is  inhabited  by  a  people,  called  WuUad 
Maz$  \  Gebel  Mimi  pf.  Gebel  Abfenun  £.  Ge- 
bel  Abdurrug  E.        . 

Other  mountains  of  9e^op  are,  Gebel  Tama,^ 
N.  Gebel  Kalhimirie,  W.,  e;K:h  pf  them  two  days 
from  Wara.  Gebel  Abu^did,  £..  the  £une 
diftance. 

Three  days  W*  of  Wara  is  die  river  called 
BahrMiflelad. 


BeariDg.         Days. 


RMf 
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Route  from  Wara  to  Cubcabea  in  Dar-FHty  and  an^ 
other  route  from  the  laji  place  back  to  Wara. 


■\ 


Beaiing. 
S.£. 

Dayt. 
5 

£.iS. 
£. 

li 

I 

£.  iS. 

N.  W.  \  W. 
N.  E.  i  N. 

w 

I 
4 

From  Wara  to  Abu-fliareb 

From  Abu-fliareb  to  the  confines  of  Fdr 
From  the  confines  to  Emdokne 
From  Emdokne  to  Dar  Mifleladtn 
From  Mifleladin  to  Cubcabea 
From  Cubcabea  to  Gellc 
From  GeI16  to  Gimmer 

The  Sultan  of  Gimmer  is  fubjea  to  F(ir.«-The 
people  are  Mohammedans.  In  the  road  is  found 
water,  and  the  foil  is  fand  and  rock* 

From  Gimmer  to  Zeghawa  -  -        E.  |  N.        2 

Mountainous. 
The  Sultan  of  Zeghawa  is  alfo  dependent  on 
Fftr. 

From  Zeghawa  to  Tama  -  *?NNw5^^^ 

From  Tama  to  the  confines  -  -  5  *     *    C  i 

From  the  confines  to  Abu-fen6n  -  a 

From  Abu-fenftn  to  Wara  -  -  W.  8 


A  route  fometimes' taken  by  the  merchants  of 

Bergoo. 

From.  Wara  to  JCmjMir     ...  a 

From  Emjiifiir  to  Time  Degeou  -  i  ^ 

Another 
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Another,  route. 


From  Wara  to  Jumbo 
From  Jumbo  to  l)6reng  * 
From  Doreng  to  Dageou 

Sandy  road — Mohammedans. 
From  Dageou  to  Kergna    * 
From  Kergna  to  Ghannim 
From  Ghannim"  to  Duida  -  - 

TTbi's  road  is  mountainous jfdlfandy^  many 
trees. 

The  people  Mohammedans,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Bergoo. 

•        ••  "  • 

From  Duida  to  Bencia 
From  Bencia  to  Dongata  - 

From  Dongata  to  Bendala 
Mountain. 

From  Betodala  to  Bujid  .  . 

From  Bujid  to  Kibbeid 

Mountainom. 
From  Kibbeid  to  Kajachfa 

From  Kajachfa  to  Banian 

From  Banian  to  Ain 

From  Ain  to  Kuddano 

From  Kuddano  to  Gizan 

From  Gizan  to*Wara       -  .       .         , 


Bearing.         Days. 


W 


01 

•9 
•5 


W. 


S.S.W. 


s. 


S.£. 
& 


I 
I 

2 


2 

2 

2 


3i 
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Another  route  from  Wara^  and  returning  tbitben 


From  Want  to  Middeisi8 

From  Middeisis  to  Beit-el-Habbiiba 

From  Beit-el-Habbuba  to  Truanie 

From  Truanie  to  Gidid 

From  Gidid  to  Kuddano 

From  Kuddano  to  Wara 


Bearing.  Days. 

2 

2i 

ll 
2 

3 


^      N.  E. 


Another  route. 


From  Wara  to  Birket-el*Rumli 

From  Birket-el-Rumli  to  Goze,  or  the  funds 

From  Goze  to  Dirota 

From  Dirota  to  fiutta 

From  Butta  to  Wara 
Near  Butta  is  a  fmall  river,  of  which  my  in* 
former  remembered  not  the  name.— ^This  road  is 
full  of  a  fpecies  of  tree,  whofe  leaves  are  defcribed 
as  white,  and  which  bears  a  froit,  which,  however, 
is  not  eaten,  except  by  the  camels  which  are  fond  of 
it ;  it  is  called  Culcul. 


w.  s.  w. 

4 

N. 

a 

E. 

2i 

E. 

2 

£. 

at 

Route 
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Route  from  Cobbe  to  the  copper  mines  offerttt. 

From  Cobbc  to  Cuflc 
From  Cuffe  to  Currio 
From  Currio  to  Treiga 

Sandy  road. 
From  Treiga  to  Beit  Meiek  Eide 
From  Beit  Melek  Eide  to  Dar  MiiTelad 

Rocky* 
From  Dar  Miflelad  to  Dar  Marra 
Cqffres — From  Dar  Marra  to  Dar  Fungaro  - 

One  day   and  a  half  mountain,    the  re* 
mainder  foreji  and  clayey  foil. 
From  Dar  Fangaio  to  Dar-eI-abid«es-Sultan« 

Fur  -  -  .  - 

From  the  latter  to  Dar-el-Nahas 

Rocky  roadj  earth  where  vifible  is  red. 
The  people  wear  a  flight  covering  over  the  parts 
of  generation,  in  other  refpefbs  are  quite  naked. 
From  Dahr-el-Nahas  to  Bahr  Taifha  -  7 

From  Bahr  Taiflia  to  Bahr-el-abiad  -  j 

The  former  falls  into  the  latter  at  a  place 
called  Tendemij  which  is  peopled  by  idolaters, 
called  Cufni.  This  fpot  is  full  of  palm  trees,  and 
another  kind  of  tree,  which  by  defcription  would 
feem  to  be  the  cocoa. 

Here  it  is  feen  that  the  diftance  between  Cobbe 
and  the  copper  mine  is  23!  days,  direftion  nearly 
S.  and  that  the  Bahr-el-abiad  is  7^  days  diftant 
from  that  place,  diredion  generally  £• 


I 

n 


.  ►     S.  J  W.    < 


I 

3 

I 
3 


2i 

8; 


£. 


C4i 


Route 
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Route  from  Dar  Bergoo  to  the  fources  of  the 

Bahr-el-abiad. 

From  Abu  Telfan  South,  ten  days  journey,  is 
faid  to  be  the  fource  of  the  Bahr-el-abiad :  but 
the  particulars  of  the  route  my  informer  was  un- 
able to  give  me,  he  not  having  travelled  it. 
The  place  is  called  Donga,  and  is  the  refidence 
of  a  chief  or  king  of  an  idolatrous  nation.  The 
country  there  is  very  mountainous,  and  in  the  fpot 
where  the  river  rifes  are  faid  to  be  forty  diilinft 
hills  :  thefe  are  called  Kumri.  From  them  a  great 
number  of  fprings  iflues,  which  uniting  into  one 
great  channel  form  the  Bahr-el-abiad.  The 
people  of  Bergoo  go  thither  fometimes  to  feize 
captives,  but  there  is  no  trade  between  them  and 
the  natives.  The  people  are  quite  naked,  black, 
and  idolaters.  The  place  is  faid  to  be  twenty  days 
removed  from  the  confines  of  Bomou.  All  the 
road  thither  is  mountainous.  From  Donga  to 
Shilluk  30  days. 


> 
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No.  III. 
METEOROLOGICAL    TABLE 

FOk    THE    YEAR    I794. 
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15 

.  74 

86 

S.W. 

16 

5* 

74 

^  w. 

16 

63 

82 

16 

76 

86 

« 

17 

5» 

74 

W.N.W. 

17 

62 

80 

17 

77 

86 

18 

5» 

76 

18 

60 

81 

18 

75 

87 

S.£. 

»9 

53 

78 

"9 

58 

76 

J9 

78 

87 

& 

20 

S5 

76 

N.W. 

20 

58 

75 

J 

21^ 

80 

83 

S.£. 

21 

51 

74 

21 

55 

75 

W. 

2i 

79 

86 

23 

56 

79 

W. 

22 

$6 

75 

w.  s.  w. 

22 

80 

81 

S.E. 

»3 

5S 

78 

23 

55 

7* 

23 

81 

81 

24 

5» 

7a 

w.  s.w. 

24 

54 

751 

s. 

24 

79 

87 

S. 

35 

5» 

76 

25 

56 

71 

*5 

78 

85 

S. 

26 

58 

80 

1 

26 

53 

70 

26 

77 

85 

S. 

27 

57 

80 

is.w. 

27 

54 

75 

il 

79 

85 

28 

60 

81 

28 

52 

71 

28 

76 

\% 

29 

63 

8> 

J 

29 

79 

30     1 

60 

80 

30 

77 

85 

W.  S.W. 

3' 

61 

81 

31 

\ 

1 

3  P    2 
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METEOROLOGICAL    TABLE 

FOR    THE    YEAR    I794. 


APRIL. 

MAY. 

JUNE. 

D.y 

Height 

Height 

Cooric 

Day 

Hetsht 

Height 

Coorfe 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Conrfe 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

Month. 

Themi. 

Thenn* 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm- 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month* 

Therm. 

Thenn. 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

3P.M. 

7  A.  M. 

3  P.M. 

■ 

I 

80 

97 

-k 

* 

X 

85 

89 

I 

80 

94 

N.W. 

a 

79 

95 

• 

2 

88 

9» 

2 

77 

86 

N.W. 

3 

79 

97 

^ 

3 

88 

94 

3 

82 

90 

N.W. 

^ 

7« 

95 

• 

+ 

86 

95 

4 

83 

94 

N. 

5 

82 

98 

• 

5 

85 

95 

5 

83 

94 

N. 

6 

80 

96 

6 

84 

94 

6 

84 

94 

S.  £. 

7 

81 

96 

0 

7 

84 

9« 

0 

6 

1 

7 

84 

95 

S. 

S 

79 

95 

8 

84I 

96 

8 

84 

97 

S. 

9 

80 

94 

►v 

9 

85 

97 

9 

82 

90 

N.W. 

10 

80 

94'i 

1 

10 

86 

97 

*ts 

10 

81 

90 

N.W. 

II 

81 

96 

II 

87 

97 

0 
ti 

II 

81 

87 

12 
'3 

8a 
79 

96 
94 

i. 

12 
»3 

87 

87 

98 
99 

12 
'3 

83 

86 

89 
9» 

N.W. 
N.W. 

H 

80 

95 

^#                            __ 

H 

82 

94 

r4 

H 

87 

95 

S.  E. 

«5 

82 

98 

s. 

* 

15 

81 

94 

>5 

87 

95 

S.  £. 

16 

83 

98 

S*  S.  £• 

16 

82i 

95 

V3 

16 

86 

95 

& 

'7 

83 

9»^i 

s. 

17 

86 

99 

17 

88 

96 

S; 

•18 

83 

99 

S.£. 

18 

86 

99 

►* 

18 

87 

96 

& 

19 

8d 

97 

J9 

85 

97 

13 

*  * 

»9 

82 

89 

•  ao 

81 

97 

S. 

20 

86 

9&i 

s 

.10 

85 

88 

, 

21 
22 

81 
79 

96 
95 

S. 

* 

21 

22 

84 
83 

94 
90 

1 

■a 

9 

21 

22 

82f 

81 

88 
90 

•      • 

23 

80 

94 

N.W. 

23 

85 

96 

eg 

23 

81 

9« 

OS 

^4 

8i 

96 

24 

87 

96 

24 

80 

92} 

• 

»5 

824 

98 

S. 

25 

86^ 

98 

.id 

25 

79 

92 

26 

8a 

98 

s. 

26 

86 

96 

s 

26 

76 

90 

M 

27 

84 

100 

s. 

27 

88 

97 

0 

CO 

27 

77 

90 

CO 

28 

84 

101 

s. 

28 

87 

99 

28 

79 

94 

29 

83 

lOI 

29 

87 

100 

29 

80 

97 

30 

80 

95 

N.W. 

30 

85 

98 

30 

81 

97 

^ 

31 

84 

98 

» 
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METEOROLOGICAL    TABLE 

FOR   THE    YEAR    I794. 


JULY. 

AUGUST. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Coarfe 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Courfe 

Day 

Heigiht 

Height 

Courfe 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

Month. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Tberm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

J  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

I 

82 

93 

■^ 

I 

79 

90 

I 

82 

94 

'  2 

85 

95. 

2 

99 

93 

2 

79 

92 

E.  iS. 

3 

85 

98 

• 

3 

82 

93 

S.  E. 

3 

78 

92 

£•  S«  E. 

4 

85 

94 

4 

80 

91 

S. 

4 

80 

95 

•  5 

83 

94 

CO 

5 

80 

91 

5 

81 

95 

6 

85 

94i 

'•B 

6 

84 

96 

6 

80 

94 

£. 

7 

87 

95 

7 

85 

95 

7 

78 

93 

• 

8 

86 

97 

8 

82 

94 

8 

82 

94 

S.  E.  E. 

9 

87 

97 

9 

82  J 

93 

N. 

9 

82 

96 

S.  i  E. 

10 

88 

97 

^ 
0 

10 

83 

94 

N.N.W. 

10 

80 

95 

•ri 

87 

95 

II 

84 

94 

E- 

II 

84 

95 

S.E.  i  E. 

*I2 

84 

93 

0 

• 

12 

83 

94 

S.  £. 

12 

84 

93 

13 

82 

93 

M 

'3 

86 

97 

13 

83 

94 

S.  E. 

H 

82 

90 

CO 

H 

84 

92 

14 

81 

92 

15 

82 

91 

J5 

84 

.92 

15 

84 

95 

16 

81 

9*1 

,y 

16 

85 

94 

^m 

16 

80 

94 

*7 

83 

94 

N.  W. 

17 

82 

9« 

s. 

17 

79 

90          E. 

18 

83 

94 

N. 

18 

80 

92 

18 

80 

91 

E.  N.  E. 

19 

83 

93 

N.  W. 

19 

75 

92 

19 

80 

92 

N.E. 

20 

86 

95 

s.  w. 

20 

80 

93 

N.  W. 

20 

78 

92 

21 

85 

96 

w: 

21 

81 

94 

o.  xLf  iL.  1 

21 

82 

94 

22 

86 

96 

s.w. 

22 

81 

94 

22 

82 

93 

«3 

84 

92 

»3 

83 

94 

•^ 

23 

79 

90 

24 

80 

92 

H 

84 

97 

^ 

24 

80 

93 

25 

80 

91 

u 

25 

84 

97 

0 

^i 

79 

94 

• 

26 

,   81 

93 

C/5 

26 

80 

92 

CO 

26 

78 

92 

2 

27 

82  i 

94 

1-^ 

•87 

83 

92 

,^» 

«7 

80 

•92* 

-I" 

28 

82 

94 

0 

21 

82 

93 

1w 

28 

82 

94 

29 

85 

97 

CO 

29 

84 

95 

c 

29 

83 

95 

8 

30 

85 

98 

30 

85 

9S 

%0 

0 

30 

80 

92 

Jo 

31^ 

85 

98      J 

3» 

84 

96 

^ 

t            f 

478^ 
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METEOROLOGICAL    TABLE 

POR   THE   YEAR    1794* 


.  OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Courfc 

D«y 

HeiKhC 

Height 

Courfe 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Couri^ 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

Month. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

T!ierm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

jP.M. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

1 

2 

78 

78 

90 
90 

I 
2 

79 
78 

n 

^ 

i 
2 

68 
69 

8o| 

80 

N.W. 

N.W. 

3 

77 

91 

-5 

3 

78 

(18 

3 

71 

81 

4 

80 

9'i 

0 

4 

79 

87 

4 

73 

82 

N.  N.  W. 

5 

76 

90 

^ 

5 

78 

88 

• 

5 

73 

83 

s.  w. 

6 

77 

92 

6 

78 

86 

6 

7ai 

82 

S.  &£. 

7 

82 

92 

CQ 

7 

76 

86 

CO 

7 

71 

80 

S.  £. 

8 

82 

93 

0 

8 

74 

«5 

8 

8 

73 

83 

9 

80 

92 

s 

9 

74 

86 

0 

9 

72 

80 

lO 

79         9*    1 

•s 

10 

75 

!54 

•0 

10 

72 

83 

N.W. 

II 

78 

90 

II 

73 

84 

9 

II 

69 

80       N.  W. 

12 

60 

89 

;2 

12 

73 

85 

• 

12 

68 

79       N.  W. 

IS 

81 

90 

13 

73 

86 

13 

68         81     1      N.      { 

H 

76 

90 

N.  E. 

14 

76 

86 

H 

68 

82 

N.  iW. 

15 

76 

88 

N. 

15 

7» 

83t 

15 

67 

81 

12 

i6 

76 

89 

N. 

16 

74 

84 

16 

66 

82 

hi 

1      A     B 

17 

79 

9» 

17 

74 

83 

17 

66i 

82 

i8 

78 

90 

N.  N.  E. 

18 

73 

82 

N.W. 

18 

67 

81 

i^ 

19 

80 

89 

19 

75 

82 

N. 

19 

67 

81 

^  ^^ 

20 

82 

94 

20 

74 

83 

20 

68 

82 

21 

82 

93 

21 

7» 

81 

N. 

21 

70 

84 

22 

79 

93 

N.W. 

22 

7» 

8it 

N. 

22 

71 

84 

Is.  and 
^  S.E. 

29 

80 

93 

*3 

73 

8ii 

^ 

«3 

70 

84 

»4 

78 

89 

N. 

24 

73 

82 

«4 

70 

82 

«5 

78 

90 

N. 

25 

7a 

83 

«5 

70 

8ii 

26 

80 

91 

N.W. 

26 

74 

83t 

N.  or 

26 

66 

80 

^ 

27 

79 

92 

27 

73 

82 

'N.W. 

27 

66 

81 

28 

77 

90 

28 

73 

8ii 

28 

65 

79 

N.W. 

29 

77 

89 

29 

72 

82 

29 

67 

79 

N.W. 

30 

76 

89 

30 

7»* 

83 

^ 

30 

67 

81 

31 

" 

r 

W. 

31 

68 

81 

J 
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METEOROLOGICAL     TABLE 

FOR   THE   Y£AR    1 795. 


JAmJARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

JHf 

HdghC 

Height 

Courfb 

D17 

Hei^t 

Height 

Coarle 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Cowfe 

of  tbe 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

JnOOCh* 

A  bci'in* 

Tkcnn. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm. 

Thetm. 

WimL 

Month. 

Tnenn. 

Therm* 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

► 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

jP.M. 

I 

59 

75 

^ 

1 

57 

74 

I 

65 

81 

^ 

2 

«4 

78 

2 

56 

75 

N. 

2 

66 

84 

3 

58 

74 

3 

59 

75 

N. 

3 

66 

80 

4 

58 

76 

^ 

4 

60 

n 

N.W. 

4 

66 

82 

S 

60 

76 

5 

60 

76 

N. 

5 

74 

86 

• 

6 

61 

76 

•1 

6 

61 

76 

6 

72 

90 

"S 

7 

62 

77 

7 

il 

^; 

N.W. 

7 

74 

90 

8 

63 

78 

8 

48 

66 

N. 

8 

74 

91 

I* 

9 

63 

76 

*o 

9 

50 

71 

N. 

9 

69 

88 

10 

63 

76 

s 

10 

54 

7« 

10 

68 

88 

> 

II 
12 

60 
57 

69 

55 

II 
12 

5» 
55 

74 
76 

N.N.W. 

II 
12 

68 
71 

90 
90 

"3 

57 

69 

0 

• 

»3 

55 

74 

^  ^  ^K^^ 

13 

7«* 

9» 

^ 

H 

5^ 

7> 

^ 

H 

^l 

^l 

N.W. 

14 

73 

92 

s.  w. 

15 

sf 

73 

»5 

56 

76 

15 

7' 

92 

S.W. 

16 

56 

73 

16 

59 

-jS 

16 

70 

91 

17 

55 

7*{ 

W  _^ 

"7 

59 

76 

17 

72 

9' 

w. 

18 

59 

77 

18 

60 

78 

"% 

18 

74 

92 

'9  . 

58 

77 

»9 

60 

80 

»9 

75 

93 

20 

58 

78 

20 

63 

80 

•5 

20 

76 

93 

}s. 

21 

60 

81 

2F  ' 

64 

81 

0 

2f 

75 

93. 

22 

60 

79 

22 

65 

81 

CO 

22 

75 

9»f 

*3 

59 

79 

* 

*J 

^5 

^ 

^;§* 

*3 

74, 

93 

H 

60 

79     • 

^4 

^5 

82 

0 

24 

7«{ 

92 

*5 

58 

So 

s. 

and 

*l 

64 

82i 

s 

*5 

71 

9» 

26   - 

62 

80 

26 

66 

82 

cS 

26 

77 

94 

s. 

*7 

60 

81 

»7 

23 

*7 

74 

9' 

28 

62} 

81 

28 

66 

84 

J 

28 

76 

90 

29 

60 

80 

calm. 

. 

*9 

76 

93 

30 

61 

80 

^'^■^*##W 

30 

73 

92 

'■ 

59 

78i 

3« 

70 

91 

N.W. 
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METEOROLOGICAL      TABLE 

FOR    THE    YEAR    IjgS* 


APRIL. 

MAY. 

JUNE. 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Courfe 

Day 

Height 

Height 

Couffe 

Diy 

Height 

Height 

Cottrfe 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  tlw 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

MpiHh. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Win4. 

(Vfontb. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm. 

Therm. 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

jP.M- 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

y 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

I 

70 

90 

N.  W. 

I 

77 

93 

N.    . 

I 

76 

88 

N.W. 

2 

72 

90 

N. 

2 

76 

94 

N. 

2 

76 

9* 

3 

72 

92 

3 

76 

94 

N. 

3 

78 

93 

N.  N.  W. 

4 

73 

92 

•  4 

77 

94 

4 

77 

9U 

5 

76 

93 

5 

75 

93 

N.W. 

5 

80 

90 

6 

76 

93 

6 

77 

96 

N.N.W. 

6 

78 

91 

N- 

7 

77 

93 

7 

78 

96 

7 

78 

92 

N.  W. 

8 

77 

94 

8 

'! 

96 

S. 

8 

79 

92 

•^ 

9 

77 

94 

^ 

9 

76 

95 

9 

81 

98 

lO 

80 

96 

L«  * 

10 

76 

95 

10 

83 

98 

II 

80 

96 

>S.S.E. 

II 

74 

95 

II 

82 

98 

gm 

12 

76 

9* 

) 

12 

73 

9« 

a^   ^            4iV 

12 

81 

97 

>-  S. 

"3 

75 

9» 

13 

73 

9« 

N.  E. 

13 

70 

97 

H 

74 

92 

14 

72 

9« 

N.  E. 

14 

79 

95 

H 

73 

9' 

»5 

70 

89 

N.  E. 

»5 

76 

94 

< 

i6 

73 

9* 

16 

79 

89 

16 

76 

94 

^ 

17 

75 

93 

«7 

7» 

89 

^ta            MIM 

17 

77 

93 

i8 

75 

95 

18 

75 

9* 

S.  £• 

18 

77 

94 

19 

76 

95 

19 

73 

9'. 

S.  £. 

19 

80 

95 

20 

76 

95 

• 

20 

75 

92i 

20 

80 

94 

■s 

21 

77 

94 

-1 

21 

74 

95 

S. 

0^ 

2t 

81 

96 

:» 
0 

22 

77 

94 

22 

71 

95 

S. 

22 

75 

9*i 

CQ 

23 

76 

94 

> 

23 

76 

95 

s. 

*3 

76 

98 

».  ►* 

24 

74 

93 

«4 

78 

100 

S.  E. 

24 

80 

98 

C 

*5 

74 

93 

*5 

79 

98, 

S. 

25 

79 

96 

0 

26 

72 

93 

26 

78 

98 

S. 

26 

81 

97 

0 

^7 

73 

9Si 

27 

79 

98 

o*  o«  £• 

27 

82 

97 

28 

7* 

94 

28 

77 

96 

28 

80 

96 

. 

29 

73 

94. 

29 

77 

9| 

N.W. 

29 

79 

944 

3® 

75 

9Si 

J 

30 

78 

96 

30 

82*. 

96 

J 

- 

3i 

78 

97 
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METEOROLOGICAL    TABLE 

FOK   THE   YEAR    1 795* 


JULY. 

AUGUST. 

• 

SEPTEMBER. ' 

Dn 

He^t 

Heitbt 

CoQife 

Diy 

Height 

Height 

ComiV 

Day 

Height 

Height 

CouHe 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

of  the 

of 

of 

of  the 

Montlii 

Theim. 

Thenn. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm* 

Tkerm. 

Wind. 

Month. 

Therm. 

Thcnn* 

Wind. 

7  A.M. 

3P.M. 

7  A.M. 

3  P.M. 

7  A.M. 

SP.M. 

1 

80 

, 

• 

I 

78- 

95 

t 

1 

\ 

• 

• 
* 

'      2 

96 

• 

i 

2 

78 

94  : 

« 

2 

4 

■% 

3 

3 

75 

92 

w 
0 

* 

) 

4 

« 

4 

74t 

93 

4 

• 

5 

0 

5 

73- 

9* 

5 

6 

92 

M 

6 

77 

95 

6 

r 

7 

* 

CO 

7 

78 

97 

7 

' . 

8 

78 

91 

u 
0 

8 

"  79- 

96 
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METEOROLOOICAL    TABLE 

FOR    TUB    YEA&.I795* 
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*      •  *  ■ 

Spmc  Oyirvations  on  the  account  of  Egypt  given  in  the  works 

of  Savary  and  Volney. 

V  oj,.  u  p.  27*  Savafjrfaysi  Alcx»n4ria  is  only  a  vill^e, 
coauiaing  fcarcely  fi^  tI»oui^d  iQhabitani;&  The  fall  of  Ai^ x^ 
andrta  fropi .  its  an^eqt  fpleadour  has  already  bwn  remarked  ^ 
acod  how  vag<|0  all  computations  of  .number  muft  neceflarily  be^ 
by  perftms  who  reiide  there  only  for  a  few  weeks  or  months. 
But  Alexaodrift.  i^n^  fi^mUhedto  the  Imperial  army  and  navy, 
in  the  ww  'with  the .  Ruffians,  four  thou{and  men  able  to  bear 
flSitis*  ThiS)  with  other  circuntftaiDceSy  might  ferve  to  prov^  that 
the  pep«latk)n  muft  greatly  exceed  th^  i^iniber  mefatiojaed. 

^  99pputes  the  people, pf  I>a^ia|t  at  eighty  thpufan^d^ 
which  fiij^p^ars  00  Iqfs  e^J^avj^nt  on  tha  other  fide^  and  i$ 
(^rtainly  at  leaft  dc^ble  th^  reM  number.    -  I  ^ 


\\\ 


VpU  *..{  p,  «ap.  S^vairy^rS  defcriptipa  ofj  the  jtoppgraphy  of 
Memphis  is  i^ar^^eriW  by  aji-  aj^parej^i  error.  He  (peaks 
of  the  fmall  bourg  Menf  antiently  Mes)phi$.  ajlittle  to  the 
South  of  the  Pyramids.  It  is  fomewhat  fmgular,  that  no  one 
9«riter  jbefime  liim.  (bOMU  }i%?e  fp^;  »  fpot  /«  r^nu^ki^Iy 
ooineiding  in  naflte  vvi|h,U)e  ai^tiefit.^apitaVoThe  w^#qr  fijf 
thie  Ingmrtsd  ^k^kiO^j  % ,  j<^<4-^  jr^Z'^ )  ^t^t.  #r^iy»  witliput 
effca;  and  OUvUr  vcA  Brugniere^  JP.!^^?i9plW«fil*«J&»Wb 

3  0-2  Republic, 
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Republic,  who  pafled  feveral  months  in  Egypt,  nearly  at  the 
fame  epoch,  were  equally  unfuccefsful  in  their  refearches.  So 
that  it  would  feem  fair  to  prdneunce  that  no  fuch  place  exifts. 
The  only  town  in  Egypt  which  bears  even  a  diftant  refemblance 
to  the  name  of  Memphis,  is  Menuf^  which  is  many  leagues 
to  the  North,  and  within  the  Delta. 

■ 

P.  275.     The  ftory  of  Mured 'Bey  difcovertng  his^^ther, 

it  is'fomewhat  furprifmg  ihould  har*  tifcaped  all  the  merchants 

refiding  in  Egypt,  fome  of  them  altlidfl  h^lf  a  century,  and 

always  eager  for  anecdotes  of  this  ktnd^     The  inveotiire  talent 

of  the  Greek  fervants  is  indeed  often  put  in  aftivity  to  Mia& 

ftrangcrs    with    fuch    tales j    bet  SiVAry^    Wh^'Was   ib  -ex* 

perienced  in  Egypt,'  ffibuld  haVe%«ld  ttiirfe  diftt^miftfttion'thah 

to  blend  dcs  contes  de  ma  mere  /*(yf^  With  hiftoric  nanratioQ.  •  The 

fads  are  wholly  difcordarit.— Tlife'iman  is  a  labourer  of  tlie 

environs  of  Damafcus,  Murad  Bey  a  native  of  Georgia. — ^To 

go  from  Damafcus  to  K^i^ira  he  embai'ks  at  Alexahdretta,  feven- 

teen  days  journey  N.  W.  of  iJaimafcus,  when  he  might  hav* 

gone  to  Beirut,  Seid€;  Akka,   of  Yaffa,    eadh  iA  them  four 

days.     This  labourer  travels  with  the  eccentricity  of  a  comet  j 

•  *'  'j'"  ft  • 

and  «ven  the  French  jphilofopher  is  loft  in  calculating  hfe  coUrfe. 

But  Savary  was  wriliiig'dn  Egypt,  and  is  not  oBliged  to  know 
the  geography  of  Syria.  * 


k^ 


p.  288.-  J'ai  tu^  pItt(i«u)-8  Bis  dans  lea  mands  jprda  ide 
Rofibtte.  lis  ont  les  ■  pattes  Ibhgues,' '  I^' t(Af^ 'ttiincQ, : siltCBn»* 
ti'v^ment  Wane  et  noir,  et  le  c<«'aB6n^,.'4W'viyeht  4J8'poifleiiii 

de  grenouilles  et  de  reptiles.  •"         '  ^^ '  "  ^  • '     •  ' 

^) ,.  Had 
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Had  Savary  given  the  Arabic  name  c£  this  curious  bird,  that 
fups  on  fo  many  different  diibds,  the  extent  of  his  own  ^rror 
might  have  been  exadly  known^  by  compaiing  the  bird  he 
means  with  the  figure  of  the  real  Uis.  Othefs  are  conrent;ed 
with  feeing  one  Ibis,  but  they  have  come  in  covies  to  welcome 
M.  Savary,  and  he  compliments  them  with  a  volley  of  fmall 
fliot.  S.  fhould  have  known,  that  birds  a^euiloified  to  f^ed  on 
fifh,  do  not  commonly  eat  reptiles,  and  vice  verfk. 


VoL  ii.  p.  59*  The  Riiin*  at  'Ac^munein  had  before  been 
fully  defcribed  by  Pococke ;  Norden  palled  it  in  the  night,  and 
therefore  faw  it  not  Bniccj .  bfia  alio  mentioaed  it  What  is 
defcribed  as  gilding,  however,  on  thxs  and  other  monuments,  I 
take  to  be  yellow  colour,  never  having'  feen  any  inftances  of 
gilding  in  the  antient  remains  of  Egypt.  It  might  l^e  curious 
to  inquire  of  what,  materials  thefe  colours  werj^  compQfe<}, 
iwhich  have  thus^t  defied  th^  ravages  of  tin^p^ 


Tl     I 


'"  Vol.'iii.^  P*  33*  Savary  fpeaks  of  the  military  corps  of 
Aflabs  as  ftill  in  being,  but  iome  yeaivs  before  his  time  tbat  body 
'liad^  bteri:  diffolved,  and  ho  longer  <^ifted.  ..  r 


The  Janizaries .  are  ftill  inrolled,  to  the  number  of  about 
fourteen  thoufand :  hut  the  greater  part  of  them  are  peaceable 
citizens,    who  never  handle  either  fword  or  mufket.     From 


•  r , 


thjMUcAr^  appointed .  the  gate-keepers,  a  fihall  garrifon  in  tht 
caftle,  &c«  &c. 


I     « 


i     •   l«  I 


/J.'i^JtiJl 


A  body 
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A  body  of  Janizmes  was  called  out  and  aissuatained  by  AFi 
Bey,  but  fince  the  time  of  Mohammed  Bey  Abu*dhahab  I 
have  not  undetftood  that  they  have  been  on  adive  fervice. 
^e  Yenk-teheri  agi^  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  Janizariea, 
tanks  as  a  Bey,  as  do  the  Kiabia  and  kbawi/b^  Hiefe  three 
are  eleded  in  the  Div&n  of  the  Beys«  The  inferior  officers 
are  i^ipointed  by  Che  Shech^l^elad^  as  are  lihe  officers  of  the 
city  police.  • 


Voineyfeeins  gene^Uy  to  hint  that  women  are  defpifed  in 
Egypt,  and  iays,  they  can  poflbfs  no  inheritance  in  lands. 

They  are  exadly  in  the  fame  predicament  with  die  otber  fex 
as  to  inheritance  of  land,  and  receive  poffisffion  by  paymg  a 
fine  to  the  government,  from  which  none  are  eitempted.  In 
fad,  their  fituation  is  in  many  refpeds  better  than  that  of  men. 
Public  opinion  is  in  cbeir  &vour,  an4  their  property  is  generally 
more  reipeded,  and  they  ace  treated  more  equitably  than  males. 
Their  complsdnts,  in  cafe  of  inJuCHcci  fometimes  carried  even 
to  intemperance,  are  heard  with  more  patience. 

A  large  portion  of  landed  property  having  devolved  to  a 
widow  at  Monfalut  in  Said,  Solyman  Bey,  Senjiak  of  Said, 
defired  to  purchafe  it  at  the  price  the  widow  might  demand. 
She  refufed,  and  he  afterwards  married  her  to  gain  poflefiibti, 
though  ihe  was  both  old  and  difeafed. 

Eogliih 
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Englifh  edit.  Vol.  I.  p.  2 1 6.  Volney  £17$,  that  when  there  are 
nd  (hips  at  Suez,  that  town  has  no  other  inhabitants  than  the 
Mamluk  governor,  and  a  garrifiKiy  confifting  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  perfons. — ^In  Suez  are  twelve  or  thirteen  mofques, 
vrhich  could  never  have  been.deligoed  for  a  garriibn  of  fo  few 
p^ooB.  There  are  alfo  feveral  coffise-houfes.  In  truth  the 
inhabttaots  are  npt  numerous*  but  th^re  an  four  or  five  confi- 
derable  merchants  conftaatly  tefiding  there,  who  haye  their 
correfpondents  at  Kahira,  and  in  the  towns  of  Arabia,  and 
conduA  the  commerce  between  Egypt  and  India.  There  is 
^onfequently  a  proportionate  number  of  their  dependents,  and 
per/bfts'Vho  manage  cotxtmercial  affairs  of  a  lefs  coniiderafole 
kind.  There  are  Ihip-builders^  and  feveral  other  artificers ;  a 
large  khan  or  oka!  where  merchandiiie  is  lodged ;  fome  Greek 
Chriftians  conftantly  refiding  there  (  Mohammedan  ecclefiaftics, 
and  others ;  and  a  number  of  fifhermen  and  peqple  more  imme- 
diately conneded  with  the  fea«.  The  population  is  refirained 
by  the  difficulty  of  procuring  water,  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and 
other  inconveniences  i  but  invariably  much  exceeding  the  efti- 
mate  here  given. 

P.  265.  Volney  remarks^  that  the  horizon  is  every  where  flat, 
even  in  the  Upper  Egypt,  and  refers  for  a  proof  of  his  aflertioa 
to  Norden's  Plates,  which  demonftrate  precifely  the  reverfe. 
The  h(k  is  true  indeed  as  to  Lower  Egypt,^  but  from  Kahira 
upward  to  Ailuan  there  is  only  a  very  fmall  fpace  where  the 

ft 

view  is  not  terminated  by  the  mountains,  of  various  afpeds, 
Mi«ttchfide« 


Some 
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Some  remarks  on  the  acctmnt  of  Egypt ^  contiuned  in  fhe  recent 
corre^ondtnce  of  the  French  officers  who  accompanied  -Buona^^ 
parte  to  that  country.    'The  work  referred  to  is  intitied^  Paris^, 

PfiNDANT  L'aKNBE  1798.   P/ir  PELTIER.   Vois.  XlTi.  and XX. 

V.      '  i        .  '  •   •'  r  .    . 

OL.     19,    pag?.455.      The ,  diftance  ., from   Caircj  to^^the 

cataradt  is  about  36o,GeQg«  niiles.  .The  Nile  is  never  .an  impe- 
tuous  torrent,  nor  does  it  ever  overflow  its  banks  in  the  whole 
cQurfe  from  Afluan  to  K^hira,  bjit  is  admitted  at  proper  times 
into  the  tranlverfe  chajai^ls  prepared  for  it. 


.  P.  457.  ,,  .The  Arabs,,  it  is  evident^  would,  noj^  build  walls 
of  much  grgater  extent;  than  the  habitations,  .they  propofed  to 
defend.'  Avery  fniall  part  of  thefe  being  now  filled,  fhews 
that  the  decay  the  city  has  undergone  fmce  the  Turks  became 
poflefTed  of  it,  has  even  been  greater  than  what  it  fuflained 
from^  tl^i;  time  of  Severus  to  the  Saracenic  cqnquefls. 

P.  459w     Old  Kahira  is  not  Foftat,  but  Miir  el  attike,  fur- 
ther South.   :  .  .    .   .    ,  i     ;.  •  ..    -    i      .] 

'      /*  "  Le/tre  de  Boyer-'     '   '"^'^-     '    "  ^'^^ 

P.  475.     I  doubt   whether   any  one  of   the  towers*  aboMt 

Alexandria  would  contain  700  men. 

Page 
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P.  475.     The  writer  fays  every  Mamliik  Is  bought;    and 
there  are  Frenchmen  among  thenu — ^Where  are  Frenchmen  • 
fold  ?   It  is  probable  no  Frenchman  would  be  found  among 
them^  unlefs  perhaps  two  or  three  individuals  who  might  have 
embraced  Mohammedifm,  but  who  certainly  never  were  fold. 
In  an  engagement,  I  believe,  no  one  has  more  than  a  fingle' 
piston  with  him;  for  thofe  inconfiderable  ofl|cers,  who  are 
^(ttended  on  ordinary  occaiions  by  numerous  followers^  when 
in  the  field,   avoid  as   miich  ^s  poffible  any  ihew  of  pre- 
eminence, which  wquld  only  exjpofe  their  perfons  to  greater' 
danger.  .        . 

.  P.  476.  A  Mamlikk.has  rarely  more  than  one  fufil,  which, 
he  difcharges  once^'and.  then  gives  to  his  pieton,  to  reload  if 
he  find  opportunity. — One  pair  of  piftols  is  attached  to  the 
body,  and  the  fecond  pair  is  carried  in  holfters,  never  about 
the  body.-— *Of  the  arrows  in  a  quivir  J  have  no  khbwlege ; 
occafionally  in  engaging  the  Bedouins  the  Mamluks  ufe  a  light 
ipeap,  about  fix  feet  long,  or  a  jmfdr&k.^  which  is  often  ten  or 
twdve  feet-^The  former  \%  thrown,  the  latter  never*  diich^ged 
firom  the  hand.  But  thefe  are  by  no  means  part,  of  th^  com-, 
mon  arms. — One  fabre  is  ufed  moft  adroitly  and  with  eztraom 
dinary .  efied,  by  every,  expert  horfeman,  but  never  two— ^Thisi 
part  of  the  o£5icer's  account  feems  taken  from  the  mouth  of 
fome  Egyptian  peafaoit,  whd,  as  ufual,  exaggerated. 

P.  476.  From  Alexandria  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  is 
not  twenty  leagues,  bu^  frpm  twelve  to  fifteen.— -The.  anecdote 
pf  the  (hech  in  the  iame  page  appears  authentic* 

3  ^  P-  479- 
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?•  479,  Thq  Mohaoitnedan^,  in  geneialv  nad  the  Egjptiilis 
ia  pc^nicul^r^  of  vrh^tever  dfd^r^  are  very  far  fbom  being 
regzrdhfi  of  the:  children^ — Oti  the  ccxntnuy,  they  are  txr* 
tr^mely  anxioua  for  thdr  welfare..  Perhaps  liieir  domeftic 
got^rnaiei^  may  idi  £Dme  degree  afford  aa  example  of  the 
hilppy  nv^dUim  betwedn  .weak  indulgence ^  and  uxweceflary 
feyerity ;,  aad  pareoits  daily  experienoe  the  bq^efit  of  this  theit 
iBoderatioQt  Vdry  few  inftances  of  ingratitude  are  feen  in  their, 
children.  Women  oflbtiiig  to  fell  their  children^  it  renudned: 
for  Boyer  to  difcorer.  If  reduced  to  defperation  they  might 
have  defired  rather  to  fee  their  offspring  in  flavery  than  pierced, 
with  bayonets ;  but  not  the  mod  wretched  of  Egyptian  mothers 
would  ever  have  confented.  at  any  prke  to  fell  her  chUd,.  even 
to  Murad  Bey*  I  rather  ima^e  the  writer  miftaken  aa  to' 
thisfea... 


r 


:  A  mati^  rmds^  Would  not  men  go  half  naked  in- Great  /Bri-.' 
tain  if  the  climate  permitted*  it  \^^La  peak  ikgoutdfttd^  In  the 
pcqpttkceof  no  nation  are  fewer  cmtaneoiis  difea£bs  found;  or 
dte  ikin  more  fmooth  an4  beaUhy ^  than  in  the  Egyptianii 
FcuiUant  danrdes  rmffeaatc^  &cc^  Are  hedgers  arid  ditchers  ia 
any  country  very  polifhed  and  delicate?— None  are  found 
raking  the  muddy  channels  but  thofe-whofe  bufipefs  it  ia  td 
keep  tbem  cleasu  The  houfes  of  the  Alexandrines  are  neat^ 
and  comfort  (Mi  acc^ording .  to  their  idea^,^  tbougti '  peiE^aps  they 

would  appear  gloomy  to  a  French  or  £ngli{h  man. 

■  •  •  •  • . 

''       -     .      ... 
P.  480.     This  is  not  quite  corrc^a.     On  the  W^  of  the  Wr 
branch  of  the  Nile^  the  arable  lands  ane  vety  nanW^but  to  the 

Eaft 
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£aft  tUey  extend  along  die  coad  to  Bilbeis;  atid^  Saljshlch.  Th^ 
▼illages  indeed  are  ill  built ;  yet  a  boufe  is  here  of  little  ufe  but 
as  a  (belter  from  the  fun.  One  of  our  neat,  fnug,  brick  houfes, 
covered  with  red  tiles,  would  be.  ahfolutely  intolerable  in  Egypt. 
They  are  poor  becaufe  the  government  is  oppreflive,  not  be- 
€auie  they  aite  unincUned  to  ifibouc;  The  miiddy  af^peattmce 
'of  tlie  Nile  wata:  is  ^o  motive  lor  any  Egyptian  t<>  abftaioiroiii 
^ridldftg  it^  nor  isan;^  othetr  jdrcMoiftance  atteridibgiit^.eiccegt 
•ks  tiemg  pollitted.  .Yhtex^  Mcovi&n^  to  thqirbiw,:  ianot  folr 
luted  by  a  camel,  a  horfe,  or  an  ox  drinking  of  it ;  but  it  is  by 
41  dc^^  drinking,  or  a  man  wftifaidg  bis  liands  Jqn  jt.    .^ 


481.     Boyer  feems  to  have  been  too  hafty  in  numbering  the 
4n&abitaat$«^46oy9oorik^tis  tojgaie  sibout  one^fbjjpth^toojoaach. 

•    ;-  • 

Ibid.     The  ftreets  of  Rahira  are  narrow,  but  inconveniences 

'would  atleiid  tfaeiTjtieing  widet.I  .[His  b^&fi  ;afer  by  rcur^ mfans 

V9ithi6ut'jordcpx\.t^9io^l^  i^  ^^   iiji . l^iebubr's 

plan, /UfciS):.  the  cHyisffiC^tv4^palIy  andj  paraj^lwijth  tthe*  river* 

JUk  ftreets  ate:  olten  r^^inear,  though  they  ajre  by  no  m<;ana 

.ttiftanglikt* .- .  i.\.  .,    .*     •  • 

.'The  cdcl^aftics  all  rea49  ^nd  XB^fij-  of  t^em  ysrrke*  All 
merchants  of  any  confequence  read,,  apd  many  write.  Often 
their  female  offspring  are  taught  to  read.  The  Copts  moft  of 
them  read  arid  write.  /Who  'then  S*gwd$  thc^  arts.iof  reading 
qind  writing  with' admiratil90'?  :  .The  j(pldierS|  thepea%qts,and 
Ihe  Uborioiis  pact  of  the  pot)ul&c4  ai?e  igkMoraat  enough  of  read- 

3x2  ing 
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ing  and  writing,  but  by  no  means  wonder  or  are  aftoniflied  at 
what  they  fee  daily  pradifed. 

Bertbier^s  Letter.  2  FruBidor. 

P.  536.  All  Egypt,  according  to  this  writer,  is  in  fubmiflioa 
to  the  French  troops  ;  but  it  appears  the  fartheft  poft  the  latter 
have  occupied  is  at  four  leagues  from  Cairo,  wherp  there  is' an 
entrenched  camp ;  then  there  remain  130  leagues  yet  tofubdutf. 

*       *  -  * 

P.  599*  It  feems  to  me  impoffible  that  the  old  port  could 
contain  half  the  number  of  veflels  here  mentioned,  viz.  300. 


nnudered, 


Jibbrifh. 

*  •      • 

P.  603. .  In  Julien's  letter,  Lkiibw  not  how  the  flag  could  lie 

•    •  •        -      . 

placed  on  the  walls  of  the  celebrated  city  Tbebes^  when  all  that 
remains  of  that  city  is  the  ruins  of  public  buildings,  that  formied 
a  part  of  its  interior.*— Q/?r;i  Joh^  ^c.  There  is  one  annual 
feaft  dedicated  to  the  Prophet,  called  Mewlet^n-Nebbi^ ,  which 
lafis  one  day  ;  and  one  feaft  alfo  annual  in  honour  of  cutting 
the  Cbalige^  which  alfo.  lails  one  day.  How  did  the  foldiers 
then  often  celebrate  them  ? 


604.  The  canal  of  Alexandria  wanted  nothing  'mo^e  than 
to  be  cleared  of  the  fand  which  bad  accumulated  in  tC^.and  to 
be  defended  by  a  dike  agalnft  the  incroachments  Of  tlK  fita, 

which 
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which  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  refufed  to  do  for  themfelves, 
left  the  repair  of  all  other  public  works  ihould  be  expeded  from 
them,  and  the  Beys  would  not  do  it  for  them. 

Dolomieu^s  Letter^ 

Vol.  lo.  p.  50.  He  fays  the  Alexandria  of  the  Greeks  was 
fituated  on  a  tongue  of  land,  formed  by  earth  lately  accumu^ 
kted,  when  the  city  was  founded.— ^He  means,  I  fuppofe,  that 
the  fea  had  left  it  but  lately.  This  is  poffible.  The  natural 
foil  round  the  city  is  rock  intermixed  with  faad«  The  vegetable 
mold  appears  to  have  been  extraneous.  If  he  fuppofe  that 
diftriA,  like  the  Delta,  to  have  been  a  depofition  of  the  river, 
this  feems  utterly  improbable';  all  the  circumftances  are  at  va- 
riance, which  in  fuch  a  cafe  ihould  be  common  to  both.  The 
land  which  divided  the  lake  from  the  fea  is  a  rocky  ridge,  which 
feems  to  have  undergone  no  variation  for  a  great  length  of  time. 
The  remark  as  to  the  column  of  Pompey  is  not  new ;  but  I 
cannot  agree  that  the  capital  and  bafe  are  of  bad  tafte.  The 
fharp  relief  of  the  foliage  and  mouldings  is  worn  off  by  time, 
and  it  never  was  perhaps  poffible  to  exhibit  on  granite  marble 
the  finer  ftrokes  of  the  chifTel,  but  the  proportions,  though  not 
thofe  of  the  later  Corinthian,  are  ftridtly  conformable  to  thofe 
of  the  pureft  age  of  architedure.  What  may  have  been  dii^ 
covered  relatively  to  the  obeliik  by  digging  is  uncertain ;  but 
from  a  comparifon  of  this  with  the  circumftances  attending  the 
obeliiks  at  Thebes,  it  cannot  be  deduced  that  much  is  loft  of  its 
height.  It  muft  have  been  ere&ed  in  the  moft  flouriihing  ftate 
of  the  city,  and  while  it  remained  in  that  ftate,  it  feems  fcarcely 

probable 
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probable  that  fuch  multitudes  of  ruins  fhould  have  exifted  as  to 
raife  other  buildings  on  them.  I  am  fatisfied,  from  the  poiition 
of  the  one  that  remains  entire,  and  the  broken  one  near  it,  they 
never  underwent  a  fecond  arrangement,  but  remain  in  their  re- 
lative pofition,  as  at  the  gate  -of  fome  public  building.  The 
obelifk  is  in  a  very  low  part  of  the  city,  (which  indeed  is  all 
very  low,)  and  very  little  above  the  level  of  the  fea-*-^how  does 
this  accord  with  the  ruins  of  other  buildings  being  yet  £3imd 
under  it  ?  Perhaps  in  this  part  a  firm  foundation  was  not  found 
very  near  the  furface,  and  the  builders  have  formed  an  artificial 
one.  The  French  antiquary  may  have  miftaken  this  for  the 
ruins  of  buildings. 

P.  59.  My  meafurement  of  the  height  of  the  pyramid  was 
a  few  feet  ihort  of  this,  but  does  not  very  materiaOy  differ  firoift 
the  one  here  given. 

P,  95.  El  Maraboat  is  a  kind  of  fort,  and  the  tomb  of  ^a 
faint,  fituated  on  a  high  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Gulf  of  the  Arabs,  a  good  view  of  which  it  commands^ 


A       * 
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No.  VI. 
Explanation  of  the  Plate  facing  page  286. 

1.  Th£  principal  indofure,  confifting  of  apartments  exclu- 
fivefy  appropriated  to  tht  ufe  of  the  monarch. 

2.  Principal  mkk^ba,  qr  place  of  public  audience* 

3*  The  large  court  where  public  audiences  are  giren. 

4.  Two  gates,  the  one  of  the  interior,  the  other  of .  the 
great  court ;  at  both  fiand  fhivesi  to  refufe  admittance  when  the 
Monarch  it  not  in  the  bamour  to  do  jnftice ;  and  the  chief  of 
them,  to  ftrike  the  greater  awe,  is  the  public  extcntionef'. 

5.  Exterior  court  in  which  the  public  officer*  leave  Their 
horfes,  and  thence  walk  barefoot  to  the  prefence  of  their  ma£ttt^ 

o«  External  entrance,  fronting  the  market-place. 

I        *  •  • 

7.  A  court  with  fdme  apartments  in  it  for  faquirs,  guards,  and 
flaves. 

8.  A  wide  court  where  ire  fome  horfes  tied 

'  9*  Riikk^ba  at  the  other  edtrancCi  where  the  Sultan  gives 
audience,  principally  in  winter,  and  whwe  he  wodd  be  lefs^ 
public. 

lo«  Small  court  furroonding  that  mkkuba  xsr  flted. 

1 1.  Outer  court  where  a  mob  aflembles,  and  horfes  and  flayesi 
9Ce  in  waiting. 

12.  Outer  gate,  called  Bab-el'-burrdni^  as  the  great  one'  i% 
called  Bab-el'Geieia. 

13.  A  multitude  of  finall  apaftments  reaching  almoft  the 
whole  length  of  the  palace,  where  Haves  are  kept  in  confine- 
ment. 
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merit,  as  a  punilhment  for  mifdemeanors ;  they  are  chained  and 
fettered,  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  as  drefUng  and  tanning  lea- 
ther, making  fpear  heads,  &c. 

14.  A  large  court  of  irregular  form  filled  with  a  multitude  of 
fmall  apartments  for  the  women  ;  they  pafs  through  the  two 
gates  marked  w  to  fetch  water,  but  have  no  other  outlet.  Each 
of  the  principal  women  has  a  large  apartment,  furrounded  by  a 
number  of  fmaller  ones  for  her  flaves ;  there  are  alfo  apartments 
for  cooking. 

1 5*  Granary,  which  is  builded  on  a  frame  of  timber,  to  pre- 
vent the  acceffion  of  the  Tennis  or  white  ant. 

1 6.  Gate  by  which  the  women  enter  the  Sultan's  apartment 
where  that  fex  performs  all  offices. 

'  17.  Stable  or  court  where  the  beft  horfes  are  kept  tied,  and 
Sheltered  from  the  fan» 

The  Eunuchs  live  in  the  interior,  to  be  always  near  the  Sul- 
tan ;  male  Haves,  wherever  they  can  find  a  place.     ,.,     ^    , 

1 8.  Are  the  flaves*  apartments  who  guard  the  entrance. . 

1 9.  A  place  where  the  faiquirs  read. 

^^^The  officers  immediately  attached  to  the  court  lite  in  fmall 
ihclofutes  <m  the  outfide  of  the  fence,  as  that  marked  ;2o.     • 

The  houfes  of  the  Meleks  refemble  this  in  miniature ;  thofe 
of  inferior. jperfons  only  of  fmaller  fize  without  diviiions,  and 
having  fewer  apartments. 

The  exterior  is  an  hedge  of  dry  thorns,  about  ten  feet  thick, 
aind  ^S  many  high. 

THE      BND.     ; 
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